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(cont. on p. 2) 

By Brianna Harrison 

T he Colored Methodist Episcopal 

Church (C.M.E.) gained promi-

nence after the Civil War. Earlier, in 

1844, the Methodist Episcopal Church 

had split regionally over the issue of 

slavery, which led to the establishment 

of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

South (MEC,S) in 1845.  

Upon the defeat of the Confederacy 

and act of Emancipation, leaders of the 

MEC,S initially believed that reunifica-

tion with their Northern counterparts 

would be the next step.   

Despite this belief, Southern Meth-

odism began to strengthen after Eman-

cipation, and the MEC,S  reasserted 

their standing in “Southern Protestant 

life.” The Methodist Episcopal Church 

South’s rebuilding process began in the 

summer and fall of 1865. By 1880, the 

MEC,S doubled in membership 

(Gravely, 1994, p. 202). 

In 1860, 207,000 African Ameri-

cans followed Southern Methodism. 

Within six years, that number dwin-

dled to roughly 80,000 African Ameri-

cans. (US Census Office, 1890, p. 10).  

The decrease in African American 

membership was a result of White 

leadership within Southern Method-

ism. The Reverend L.M. Hagood of 

the Lexington conference noted that 

there existed a “colored membership”; 

however, “this did not mean that the 

colored people within that Church 

were permitted to worship God in their 

own congregations, or that there were 

Trinity Helped Start Church and School for Freed 
Slaves: Part 2 – Origin of St. James Church 

 

The Crossroads editorial team is 

pleased to feature a series of arti-

cles, authored by scholar Brianna 

Harrison, on the establishment of 

St. James CME Church, which was 

founded under the auspices of Trini-

ty. A native of 

Tallahassee, 

Brianna Har-

rison holds a 

bachelor’s 

degree in po-

litical science 

from Florida 

A&M University and master’s of 

applied science degree in history. 

She is currently working on her PhD 

at the University of Memphis.  

Look for Part 3 of this series 

in the next issue.  
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(“Trinity Helped to Start,” cont. from p. 1) 

any colored pastors or class-leaders among that mem-

bership” (Hagood, 1890, pp. 150–151).    

Despite the decline in African American member-

ship after emancipation, Southern Methodist bishops 

“defended the church’s missionary enterprise to the 

slaves and restated its continuing ‘obligations to pro-

mote the spiritual welfare’ of the freed blacks” (Gravely, 

1994, p.203). 

 Moreover, the bishops felt that even if African 

Americans desired to separate from Southern Method-

ism, they had the full support of the MEC,S, who aided 

their “moral development and religious wel-

fare” (Gravely, 1994, p. 204). In fact, MEC,S Bishop 

Holland N. McTyeire—an advocate of slavery—

accepted and supported the division which occurred 

among freedmen and Southern Methodism. 

McTyeire expressed the belief that the separation 

improved Methodism. He wrote the “ecclesiastical inde-

pendence is bound to follow the civil. They [freedmen] 

will leave us” (Gravely, 1994, p. 204).   

In response to the exodus of African Americans from 

Southern Methodism and other internal issues—

competition within Methodism and the existence of the 

Black Methodists, including the African Methodist 

Episcopal (A.M.E.) and African Methodist Episcopal 

Zion (A.M.E.Zion)—bishops sought to fix the growing 

concerns at the General Conference of 1866.  

A special committee presented four reports to the 

General Conference, calling for establishing day-schools 

for freedmen; creating separate quarterly, district, and 

annual conferences for freedmen; agreeing to transfer 

property to the A.M.E. Church; and creating “open con-

versations on union with the A.M.E. Church while 

working out accommodations for the use of property at 

the local level” (Gravely, 1994, p. 208).   

The latter two reports generated more tension with-

in Southern Methodism primarily because Whites dis-

approved of A.M.E. churches’ political involvement in 

Reconstruction. White Southern Methodists felt that 

churches ought to reinforce spirituality and operate 

without political intent. Thus, they refused to transfer 

property deeds to A.M.E. churches to ensure churches 

be used for religious purposes only. The creation of sep-

arate quarterly, district, and annual conferences for 

freedmen, however, resulted in the establishment of the 

Colored Methodist Episcopal Church (Gravely, 1994, 

pp. 210–211) and Colored conferences. 

The establishment of the C.M.E. culminated in 1870 

with the creation of a general conference for the five 

annual conferences that formed in various Southern 

states. In December of 1870, Southern Methodists held 

a general conference in Memphis, TN, to officially cre-

ate the Colored Methodist Episcopal Church. The con-

ference elected former slaves W.H. Miles and Rich-

ard Vanderhorst as bishops (Gravely, 1994, pp. 217-

220).  

Southern White Methodists established the Colored 

Methodist Episcopal Church under a few conditions, 

however. In order for the C.M.E. churches to receive 

property on behalf of the MEC,S, “churches were ‘on no 

account, [to] be used for political assemblages or pur-

poses.’” In other words, Southern White Methodists 

sought not to duplicate the political involvement of 

A.M.E. churches—a source of contention between the 

MEC,S and African Methodists. As a result, “the ‘non-

political’ status of the C.M.E. Church . . .  was written 

into its own conditions for holding property in [sic] be-

half of the denomination” (Gravely, 1994, p. 221).   

Nevertheless, C.M.E. churches sprang up across the 

South and served the needs of African Americans less 

than a decade removed from slavery. St. James C.M.E. 

is one in particular that contributed in various ways to 

the improvement of the conditions for African Ameri-

cans. St. James C.M.E. grew out of Trinity United Meth-

odist Church—formerly known as the “Tallahassee Sta-

tion” of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, among 

other names in its early history (see, e.g., McLarty, cur-

rent Crossroads issue, p. 6), and was the first church 

established in Tallahassee, FL (1824).  

According to John G. Riley, a prominent Tallahas-

see educator, member, and trustee of St. James C.M.E., 

the church body of members  

was organized about 1845 under the auspices of 

Trinity [sic] M. E.  Church, as a place of worship for 

slaves who believed and practiced the Methodist 

Doctrine; notably there were no other christians 

among white churches in this community who made 

such provision for the moral and spiritual better-

ment of the slaves. (Riley, n.d., p.1) 

 In 1845 the African American membership (who 

likely met in the afternoons at the Tallahassee Station 

Methodist Church site [Yates, personal conversation, 

Oct. 5, 2018]) increased, and after Emancipation, “the 

church went more directly under the control of colored 

pastors, though the young people of the Sunday school 

were instructed by the young men and women of Trinity 

[sic] Church several years thereafter” (Riley, n.d., p.1).  
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Some of the charter members of the Trinity Woman’s 

Riley considered St. James to be the progenitor of 

the A.M.E. church in Tallahassee. Shortly after Emanci-

pation, Robert Meacham conducted “a mighty dissi-

pation” in the congregation by removing himself and 

“125 of its members” from St. James to establish Bethel 

A.M.E. Church located in Tallahassee, and “thus you 

can see that St. James is the mother of the A.M.E. 

Church in Florida.” The reason for this exodus, accord-

ing to Riley, was because some freedmen believed that 

if they remained as members of the Southern Methodist 

denomination, they “would all go back into slavery,” 

despite being emancipated. Thus, some felt a necessity 

for the existence of African Methodism in Tallahassee 

(Riley, n.d., p. 2).                              

By the beginning of the 1870s, St. James C.M.E 

Church received property from the church we now call 

Trinity: “Trustees signed over the control of their prop-

erty—its first church site at the corner of Park and Bro-

nough—to the St. James [Colored] Methodist Episcopal 

Church” (Booth, 1999, p. 27). Minutes from the Novem-

ber 15, 1869, meeting of Tallahassee Station trustees 

state that “during the summer the Board of Trustees 

made title to the colored Board of Trustees for church 

property occupied by colored charge” (Quarterly Con-

ference Minutes, 1869). The St. James C.M.E.’s Board 

of Trustees received two lots: lots 281 and 282 N.A. 

“Colored brethren of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

South” first purchased these two lots in 1853 for St. 

James (St. James Church Property, n.d.), but the offi-

cial title transfer was not made until after Emancipa-

tion (Historic Tallahassee Board, n.d.).  

Look for Part 3 of this series in the next issue. 
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By Gloria Colvin 

E ducation and spiritual development have long 

been a part of Trinity’s program, and the church’s 

libraries are a testament to that heritage. As early as 

1845, the Quarterly Conference Minutes included 

mention of a library containing 300 volumes. What 

became of that early library is a matter of speculation, 

but a century later documents record the creation of a 

new library for the Trinity community. 

In 1952, books for children, youth, and adults were 

purchased for this new library. An accession book rec-

ords the titles, authors, publishers, and prices of the 

books purchased or given to the library beginning that 

year. Some of the first titles added to this collection 

were Learning from Jesus by A. B. Keiser, Religious 

Education Through Story-Telling by Katherine D. 

Cather, A Great Time to be Alive by Harry Emer-

son Fosdick, and Mr. Jones, Meet the Master by Pe-

ter Marshall. According to an article in the June 

1957 Spire News ("New Books in Church Library,” 

p.1), the library was located in the church office on the 

second floor of Trinity Hall and was open week days 

from 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. and on Sundays from 9:00 

a.m.–12:00 p.m. Estelle Ardrey, maps librarian at 

Florida State University (FSU), served as Trinity li-

brarian for a number of years in the 1950s and 1960s. 

Articles in the Tidings listed or reviewed new books, 

admonished members for failing to return books, and 

pleaded for their return ("Trinity Members Asked to 

Aid in Search for Library Books," 1960, p. 4).  

By 1974, the library had moved to a room opening 

onto the arcade con-

necting Trinity Hall 

and was open whenev-

er the church was 

open. Josephine (Jo) 

Ezell, a librarian in the 

FSU library’s Science 

and Technology Divi-

sion, headed the Trini-

ty library. In 1975, ap-

proximately 105 books 

were checked out and 

71 books were added, 

including many donat-

ed from members’ per-

sonal libraries. A line 

item of $350 for library and educational materials was 

included in the proposed 1976 church budget.  

A long-range plan for 1982–1987 recommended by 

Trinity Planning Committee and adopted by the Ad-

ministrative Board May 18, 1982, included goals to 

“expand the library as a source for personal enrich-

ment and leadership development” and to create a 

“library suitable for small children” as part of a new 

learning resource center to be located next to the Chil-

dren’s Division classrooms (“Administrative Boards 

Adopts Recommendations for 1982–87,“ 1982, p. 3).  

 A 1983 bequest from the estate of Carolyn Hart, 

long-time elementary Sunday School secretary, provid-

ed funding for books and furnishings for a new chil-

dren’s library, which was completed and designated 

the Carolyn Hart Memorial Children’s Library in 1985.  

Mary Ann Hensarling, a school librarian, served as 

the children’s librarian, assisted by a children’s library 

committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of the Trinity Hall renovation, the room 

adjacent to the adult library was designed and fur-

nished for an expanded library, and the adult library 

moved there, its current location, in 1985. The follow-

ing year, the Board of Trustees named the library for 

W. Guy McKenzie and Sarah Patterson McKen-

zie in honor of their generous support of Trinity, spe-

cifically the challenge gift for the renovation of Trinity 

Hall. 

  4 

 

 McKenzie Library: A Testament to Trinity’s Heritage 

Josephine (Jo) Ezell served as 

one of the heads of Trinity’s 

library.   

In 1986, Trinity’s library was named the McKenzie 

Library in honor of Guy McKenzie and Sarah Patter-

son McKenzie for their kind support of Trinity.  
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Call for Submissions of 

 Articles  
 

Let us know if you would like to be inter-

viewed and if you want to be video- or audio-

taped rather than write your story! If pre-

ferred, multiple persons can contribute to-

gether in any of these formats.  
 

W ritten submissions are welcomed any time 

and may be personal stories or historical 

research. The word limit is 500 words. Longer 

articles can be adapted as a series of shorter arti-

cles. 

 Criteria for articles considered include rele-

vance to the purpose of the newsletter, 

which is to publish articles that pertain to 

the history of Trinity in a substantial way; 

quality of writing; historical accuracy; clari-

ty; conciseness; coherence; and readability.  

Articles should be original works and not 

excerpts. Writing should be free of disrespectful 

language. Privacy and copyright pertaining to 

others mentioned or cited in the articles or appear-

ing in photos will be considered before publication. 

Photos should not violate privacy, copyright, 

or other established laws. A list of resources 

used for historical research may be requested. 

Original sources (instead of citations from histo-

ry books, newspapers, or newsletters) are preferred 

when possible. All articles are subject to editorial 

team approval. Please send to Pamela Crosby, 

editor, at  pcrosby@tumct.org. 

Senior Pastor: Wayne D. Wiatt 

 Associate Pastor: Jonathan Brewster 

Director of Adult Ministries & Discipleship: Nick Quinton  

   Frances McAdams, an 

FSU librarian, headed the li-

brary from 1980s until 1999 

and wrote monthly columns in 

the Tidings about the library. 

She received Tallahassee’s 

1986 Volunteer of the Year 

award in the religion category 

for her work with the McKen-

zie Library. 

      Beginning in 2000, librari-

ans Gloria Colvin, Carolyn 

Taylor, and Adeline Wilkes 

developed new library guidelines and policies, updated 

the collection, and began the process of converting the 

library records to an online catalog. The collection now 

includes more than 2,000 volumes, and once again ma-

terials for children and adults share the same space. 

References 

"Administrative Boards [sic] Adopts Recommendations for 1982–

87." (1982, June). Monthly Tidings, 9(6), 3. 

"New Books in Church Library." (1957, June).  Spire News, 1(3), 1. 

Quarterly Conference Minutes: April 5, 1828–January 1, 1883. 

“Section Three: 1856–1869.” Tallahassee, FL: Trinity United Method-

ist Church archives. Retrieved from https://www.tumct.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/07/1856-1869.pdf  

"Trinity Members Asked to Aid in Search for Library Books." (1960, 

October). Trinity Tidings, 3(7), 4. 

Turnbull, E.  (1986, May 23). “Five Win 1986 Honors at Volunteer of 

the Year Ceremony.” Tallahassee Democrat, p.B1. 

 Frances McAdams headed 

Trinity’s library from 1980s 

until 1999. 

mailto:history@tumct.org
mailto:pcrosby@tumct.org
https://www.tumct.org/crossroads-newsletter/
https://www.tumct.org/crossroads-newsletter/
http://www.tumct.org/welcome/about/history/
http://www.tumct.org/welcome/about/history/
mailto:pcrosby@tumct.org
mailto:pcrosby@tumct.org
https://www.tumct.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/1856-1869.pdf
https://www.tumct.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/1856-1869.pdf


 

Published by Trinity United Methodist Church Historical Society, Tallahassee, Florida, October 2018 [02.04.02] 

 

    

  6 

 

 

By E. Lynn McLarty 

 

 

Countdown to Trinity’s 200th Anniversary in 2024: 1820s Timeline 

In 2024, Trinity will be celebrating its 200th anniversary. In each issue leading up to this noteworthy date, 

Crossroads will be sharing with our readers notable events that focus on one decade. We begin below with early 

beginnings, followed by the church’s first decade, the 1820s. 

On March 3, 1822, Florida became an official territory, and for the first time gave Protestantism 

the chance to overcome Catholic Spain’s strong influence. Methodist efforts in Northern and East-

ern Florida were under the jurisdiction of the South Carolina Conference. The Mississippi Confer-

ence, particularly the city of Pensacola, directed Methodism in West Florida. Itinerant preachers 

came from their respective conference into the new Florida territory to establish groups of like-

minded people and appoint “class leaders” to carry on their work after they left. Each group was 

called a “Methodist Society.” John J. Triggs and John Slade were the most prominent circuit 

riders to visit the Tallahassee area.   

 

1822 

Immediately after the decision to make Tallahassee the permanent capital of the  Territory of Flori-

da, wagons of people immediately began to move into Tallahassee. The Methodist circuit riders were 

not too far behind.  

 

1823 

December 1784: In Baltimore, founding of the Methodist Episcopal Church in America.   

1796: Establishment of the South Carolina Conference.   

1816: Establishment of the Mississippi Conference. 

February 22, 1819: Spain sells Florida to US.   

1784–

1819 

Methodist missionaries met with 10 Whites and Blacks at the home of a Mr. Myers on the last 

Sunday of September to organize the first religious organization, the Methodist Society, in the 

new town. On November 8, 1824, the Territorial Council had its first meeting in Tallahassee, 

thus establishing the city as the capital of the Territory of Florida, 

 

1824 

In January 1825, the South Carolina Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church created its 

first district in Florida, the Tallahassee District. Josiah Evans was given the responsibility for ad-

ministering the Tallahassee circuit (composed of Gadsden, Jefferson, Leon, and Madison counties), 

as well as serving as the local preacher for the Tallahassee Mission. Early maps of the new city, a 

Leon County deed, an entry in the Quarterly Conference Minutes (April 5, 1828), and an article in 

the Pensacola Gazette on September 24, 1825, give credence that there was a Methodist Church 

building in the newly designated capital of the Territory of Florida. Additional information on the 

newly built church building tells of  a parsonage and church cemetery located on Lot 291 of the Orig-

inal Plan of the City, between Bronough Street and Boulevard Street, on the south side of McCarty 

Street (Park Avenue). 

 

1825 

In January 1826, the Methodist church building was used by the Masons for a dinner after the lay-

ing of the cornerstone of the new Capitol. 
1826 

In February 1828, the South Carolina Conference recognized the Methodist church in Tallahassee 

as a station. This recognition involved not only assigning the congregation a resident minister, Jo-

siah Evans, but also required a written account of its administrative proceedings in the form of the 

Quarterly Conference Minutes. The initial Quarterly Conference of the local Methodist church was 

held Saturday, April 5, 1828, noting the name of the church as the Tallahassee Station. 

Henceforth, the Quarterly Minutes reports were entered in records and later hand-copied in a 

bound volume that includes a record of minutes from April 5, 1828–January 1, 1883. 

 

1828 

On September 3, 1829, in Quarterly Conference Minutes, stewards were instructed to determine the 

amount due for building the parsonage. 
1829 
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V eterans Day will be on a Sunday this November 

11—a good day to remember Sam Neel, Jr. In 

the 1950s, he was Sunday School teacher for several 

hundred of us down in the Gregory Room of Trinity 

Hall. Attendance was good every week. We did not 

know our teacher’s full story but knew that the moral 

and spiritual ideals he talked about had brought him 

through the toughest of experiences. 

During the week he guided more than 250 students 

and faculty as head of the Department of Religion at 

Florida State University. He started as dean of men in 

1948, helping World War II veterans make the transi-

tion from battlefield to studying at the recently formed 

coed university. He was also a professor of religion, and 

in 1952, he was asked to serve as university chaplain. 

Adopting the religion of his father, the Rev. Sam-

uel R. Neel, Sr., a retired United Methodist minister, 

Sam Neel, Jr. chose Trinity United Methodist Church 

as his place of worship. His Sunday School teaching 

focused on the deep abiding faith he witnessed as a 

front line Army chaplain with the 106th Infantry Divi-

sion in Germany.  

After Tom Brokaw wrote his book, The Greatest 

Generation (1998), about a generation of heroes, he 

received an outpouring of letters with stories of re-

markable Americans, which he compiled in a second 

book, The Greatest Generation Speaks (1999). Here is 

where we learn in Neel’s letter to his wife, Eleanor, that 

he spent Christmas Eve 1944 as a German POW.  

As the Battle of the Bulge began, the Germans de-

cided to hit two regiments of his division and one regi-

ment of the 28th Division. After 1½ days of holding 

their position, Neel’s regiment pulled out to mount an 

attack on Schoenberg. They walked the 15 miles in 

more than a foot of snow, now out of food and ammu-

nition. With German tanks and artillery firing at them, 

they found themselves near the place on December 19, 

completely surrounded. 

“There were dead and wounded lying everywhere 

and our colonel decided to surrender,” Chaplain Neel 

wrote. “It was early afternoon and the Germans permit-

ted me to take 25 men with picks and shovels and an 

armed guard. We buried American dead until dark” (p. 

110).  

The survivors were 

crowded into boxcars 

like animals for 3 1/2 

days with no food or 

water, finally stopping 

in Limberg, Germany, 

on December 23. That 

night RAF bombers 

targeted their railroad 

yard, leaving dead 

Americans scattered all 

over the yard. As they 

waited for their cars to 

move, the guards per-

mitted Chaplain Neel 

to go from car to car to 

talk to the men. He reminded them that it was Christ-

mas Eve and recited the Christmas story from Mat-

thew. When they sang “Silent Night, Holy Night,” 

which happened to be a German carol, the guards, rec-

ognizing the tune, knocked on the door and asked that 

they sing it again. The men began to relax, and the 

train started to move out of the station. “It was the best 

Christmas present any of us ever had,” Neel wrote 

(p.112). 

In 1958, Neel was asked to be founding president of 

Manatee Community College in Bradenton, FL, where 

he was hailed as a man of compassion with a passion 

for a well-rounded education. He retired in 1976 and 

died there on July 11, 2003, at the age of 89. 

Trinity United Methodist Church has ministered to 

countless service men and women before and since 

Sam Neel’s heroic story. We thank them for their ser-

vice and their faith.    
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Wayne Schroeder  

To view the video of Wayne Schroeder as he tells 

about his historical experiences at Trinity, go to 

https://www.tumct.org/video-history-of-trinity/. 

... 

W ayne Schroeder joined Trinity in the mid-

60s with his wife, Susan, and two sons. His 

sons were active in the excellent youth program ran 

by the Hardings and the Micklers. Wayne and 

Susan attended the Advanced Studies Sunday School 

class, founded and taught by Betty Phifer (the class 

would later be named after her after her death), and 

they were active participants in the original class. 

Wayne found the class more than just spiritual; it 

was relevant. Betty would bring in topics relating to 

social problems and ask, “As Christians, what can we 

do about it?” 

Miriam Pierce contacted Wayne after he had 

been away from the class for several years, and she 

encouraged him to return to the Betty Phifer class—

and so he did. He describes today’s class as pro-

found, participative, organized, and focused.  

During the course of 

his story, Wayne relayed 

the impact of several 

ministers on his personal 

Christian growth during 

his time at Trinity. He 

remembers the Rev. 

George Foster as an 

intellectual and the one 

who had a deep under-

standing of Christianity 

and things spiritual.  

The Revs. Ed Nor-

man and Dave Hortin 

also had a significant impact on him. The Rev. 

Wayne Curry influenced his spiritual life consider-

ably because Wayne found that each of  the Rev. Cur-

ry’s  sermons had a significant kernel of insight. He 

was the first one who stimulated him to think that 

“God is in everyone,” and “God is love.” This lesson 

has become Wayne’s cornerstone.  

 

Oral History Spotlight: Wayne Schroeder and Gloria Whitaker 

Gloria Whitaker 

To view the video of Gloria Whitaker as she tells about 

the Annual Christmas Dinner, please go to https://

www.tumct.org/video-history-of-trinity/. 

... 

G loria Whitaker has 

been a participant 

and volunteer since 1990 

for the Community 

Christmas Dinner, held in 

Moor Hall each Christ-

mas. She became a mem-

ber of Trinity in 1991 and 

joined the Betty Phifer 

Sunday School class in 

1993.  

Gloria discussed the history of the Christmas Din-

ner during her story. This special meal began in 1989 

when the United Way of Leon County invited down-

town churches and businesses to join together to dis-

cuss having a meal served downtown to the homeless 

on Christmas Day. The first meal “for those eating 

alone or not at all” (Bulletin, December 11, 1989) was 

held in Trinity’s Moor Hall, and it has been at Trinity 

ever since.  

What began as a community endeavor has evolved 

into a Trinity driven event. Trinity assumes financial 

responsibility for the dinner, local vendors donate 

fruits and crackers for the goodie bags, and other Unit-

ed Methodist churches donate the pies.   

In 2017 Trinity’s Moor Hall was filled three times 

and over with guests and volunteers. The hall was fes-

tive, the carolers were in good voice, and an all male 

crew prepared a delicious meal. “You saw the com-

mand to love one another being carried out so won-

drously” (Testimonial, 2002).  
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