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Meet Louisa
she spent her entire life working and raising 

her family. her “job” was to load up fruits and 
vegetables grown by her family into a basket she 
carried on her head. she then walked barefoot 
down a mountain, from her house to the village, 
to sell her produce. When she had sold everything, 
she walked back up the mountain. she did this 
every day until she was 92 years old. 

on one of my visits to Guatemala this year, i 
had the pleasure of meeting Louisa. her family 
had sent word to Porch de salomon that they 
were worried about her and asked if Porch could 
send someone to examine her. i am honored 
that i got to do it.

My colleague Betty and i, along with several 
others, made the trip from Panajachel to Louisa’s 
village by van. We carried everything we thought 
we might need to evaluate and possibly treat 
Louisa in our backpacks, and hiked up the 
mountain to her family’s home compound. it 
was a grueling hike in very hot weather on a dry, 

dusty path through cornfields. i was grateful to 
have on my hiking shoes and to have brought 
clean drinking water. i had to stop several times 
to rest and catch my breath as we were at about 
7,000 feet. i kept reminding myself that Louisa 
walked this path every day with bare feet.

When we arrived at the family compound, we 
found Louisa lying on her new bed provided by 
Porch de salomon. she got it when she was 93 - 
up to that time, she had been sleeping on a board 
on the floor. she was very thin and frail-looking 
and obviously short of breath. After examining 
her, it was apparent that her body was just worn 
out. her heart and lungs were failing. i would 
have given anything to have an oxygen tank for 
her to use to ease her discomfort. short of taking 
her to a hospital miles away, there wasn’t much i 
could do for her from a medical standpoint. she 
did not want to be taken to the hospital. i gave 
her a supply of Tylenol to help with her arthritis.

i decided that there had to be something i 
could do to make her more comfortable. We 
were able to help her sit up, and i noticed how 
dry and cracked her skin was. i began to massage 
lotion onto the skin of her calloused, deformed 
feet. she sighed and relaxed a little. i gently 
massaged her legs, arms, and arthritic hands 
with lotion and she smiled. What she didn’t 
know was that while i was using the power of 
touch to help her relax, i was praying for her. i 
prayed that she might find some relief from her 
suffering, even for just a little while. i prayed 
that she might live out her final days in comfort 
and surrounded by her family. i prayed that God 
would use my hands to ease her worn-out body. 
And i prayed for the hundreds of other Louisas 
throughout Guatemala.

When i finished with her “spa treatment” and 
we gathered our things to go, she walked with us 
out onto the porch of the house for a photo. it 
is one of my favorite photos of Guatemala, and 
one of the last photos taken of Louisa (see page 
5). she died in early June. she was 95, and the 
oldest person i have seen in Guatemala.

What an honor and a privilege to be able to 
meet such an incredible woman. even though 
i was frustrated at not being able to do more to 
help her from a medical standpoint, just being able 
to connect with her on a spiritual level was very 
rewarding for me. i hope it was for her as well.

Please consider making a donation to our 
Guatemala Mission team to help the people 
of Guatemala. The indigenous Mayan people 
are some of the poorest and most under-
nourished people in the world. The Guatemalan 
government does not have the resources to 
meet their needs, and corruption prevents what 
resources that are available from reaching the 
people in need. humanitarian organizations, like 
Porch de salomon, are essential to their survival, 
and can get the resources to the people.

Can you help?
We include a list of needs in the bulletin each 

week - mostly over-the-counter medications and 
vitamins, single and double bed sheets, small-
sized clothing for men, women, and children, 
including shoes, and eyeglasses. Cash donations 
are always welcome. We will be taking your 
donations with us on our trip in october as 
we build a house for a family and provide free 
medical care in remote Mayan villages.

(Editor’s note: Please also read about the 
Guatemala fund-raisers on pages 2 and 6.)

Glimpses of Guatemala
Jayne Mittan
Guatemala Mission Team Member

Louisa walked a mountain trail to sell fruits and vegetables 
to help her family until the age of 92. This is the bed that was 
donated by Porch de Salomon when she was 93.



dear Friends,

When Beth and i moved here in 
July six years ago from Clearwater, we 
thought: “We’re moving north…it should 
be cooler in the summer!” We learned 
quickly from some unknown source that 
Tallahassee is the third sweatiest city in 
the country!

August in Tallahassee is hot, humid 
and rather miserable, and so i thought 
some light refreshment might help. 
The following statements about Biblical 
characters were written by elementary 
school children. They certainly offer a 
fresh perspective.

To begin with, there is this assessment 
made by one child: “The greatest miracle 
in the Bible is when Joshua told his son 
to stand still and he obeyed him.” i 
don’t know of many parents who would 
disagree.

speaking of Joshua, another child wrote 
that “Joshua led the hebrews in the battle 
of Geritol”.

AArP versus Generation X perhaps.

And then there was the prickly situation 
solomon found himself in, according to 
one youngster: “solomon, one of david’s 
sons, had 300 wives and 700 
porcupines.” 
on the subject 
o f  w i v e s , 
evidently Lot 
had his hands 
full because, 
as one young 
Biblical scholar tells it, 
“Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day, but 
a ball of fire by night.”

And now on to a holy mystery finally 
explained: “Jesus was born because Mary 

had an immaculate contraption.” Well, 
that certainly explains it, doesn’t it? 

And if you also find it a bit mysterious 
why Christians are not always kind, here’s 
a possible reason: “Jesus enunciated the 
Golden rule, which says to do one to 
others before they do one to you.”

Finally, two for the no Comment 
depar tment :  “Paul  cavor ted to 
Christianity. he preached holy acrimony, 
which is another name for marriage.” 
And: “Christians have only one spouse. 
This is called monotony.”

May God fill your days in August with 
holy laughter and refresh you with child-
like wonder and joy.

you are loved,
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Trinity received the following gifts from
May, 2014 - July 15, 2014:

Gifts to Trinity

By E. Wayne Curry
Senior Pastorin memory of Lynda Ashley Haynie Hanson 

from Pat Gosen, nancy Kerce, sam and 
Mary Margaret rogers, Carol and Wayne 
Mcdaniel, Ann hopkins Wainwright, John 
and dee Crusoe, dee hopkins Crusoe, 
stephen and Becca Mcdaniel, Bob and Linda 
yates, Mary Lee robertson, Linda Phillips, 
dean and Linda Knox, Paula and Bill smith, 
James and Paige Trafton, and susie Murphy.

in memory of Hazel Lavon Bradley from 
nancy Kerce, and sam and Mary Margaret 
rogers.

in memory of Mary Alice Weatherly from 
Bettie Bedell.

in memory of Stanley Marshall from Parker 
Lee and ruth Mcdonald, and Bennie and 
yvonne shaw.

in honor of Jayne Mittan.

in honor of Rev. Tony Fotsch from dennis 
harmon.

Guatemala fundraiser 
luncheon
Nancy Stone
Guatemala Mission Team Member

The Guatemala Missions team is having a 
Fundraiser Luncheon at 11 a.m. on sunday, 
August 24. There will be a baked potato bar 
and a salad bar (with all the fixins’) and the 
cost is just $10 - with half of that amount 
going to cover the cost of building a home 
for a poor family! in addition, silent auction 
items will be available to bid on or “Bin” 
(Buy-it-now).

The team is going back to Guatemala in 
october, and this luncheon is a great and 
yummy way to help us! it’s also a great way to 
be a part of this wonderful ministry.

Come and be part of this mission and see 
how God is moving in Guatemala. 

The traveling team will be at the luncheon 
to answer any questions that you may have 
about the mission trip.
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Music News for August

Making music at Trinity
The music ministry at Trinity is alive and 

well! We will be getting much busier in a few 
weeks as many of the music organizations at 
the church start up after a summer break. 
i would encourage everyone to consider 
participating in a music group here at Trinity. 
We have groups for all ages and offer a great 
variety of music activities ranging from 
Chancel Choir, youth Choir, several children’s 
choirs (one of which includes an instrumental 
component), three handbell/handchime 
groups, two praise bands and two steel 
pan groups. Two adult groups that are very 
important to the church are Chancel Choir 
and the adult praise band Circle of Friends. 
They provide music for our worship services. 
Circle of Friends runs all year and helps lead 
the 9:45 am sUn service. Chancel Choir is 
the large adult choir of the church. They take 
about 6 weeks off each summer, but are slated 
to resume rehearsals August 20 and will help 
lead the 8:30 and 11 am worship services on 
August 24. We are always looking for people 
to join these groups: how about you?

Organist
We  a r e  m o s t 

grateful to long-time 
church member and 
choir member Carol 
Marchant who has 
served as our interim 
organist since January 
of 2014. she has 
carried us through a 
busy eight months 
while holding down 
another full-time job 
- thank you Carol! The organist search 
committee was very active January through 
May searching for a suitable organist. Finding 
an organist that is a good match for our 
church is quite a challenge. Trinity has been 
blessed with really superior organists for many 
years and we want to maintain that tradition.

After being contacted by about a dozen 
organists and auditioning two, we seemed 
unable to find a suitable organist for Trinity. 
Good news! The committee is pleased to 
announce Trinity is in the process of bringing 
an experienced and very talented organist to 

our church. This is a complicated, 
time consuming project since the 
new organist, Viktor Billa, lives 
in the Ukraine. his first contact 
with us was February 10 via the 
internet. We had a very impressive 
skype interview with him in April. 
he recently earned a bachelor and 
Master of Music degree from 
The Tschaikovsky Conservatory 
in Kiev. early in the process, 
Viktor explained he cannot make 
a living in the Ukraine as a church 
organist, which is what he has 
trained to do, so moving to the 
United states was his dream. he 

and his wife yuliia have been members of a 
Methodist Church in Chernivtsi, Ukraine for 
about three years. Trinity is helping him secure 
a religious visa (r1) so he can move with his 
wife to Tallahassee. The r1 visa takes about 
six months to complete, so we are hopeful that 
they will arrive sometime in december. That 
means Carol needs to “hang in there” several 
more months!

Men sing
once each summer, we invite all the men 

of Trinity (high school youth too!) to join 
together in song. Most of the men from the 
Chancel Choir sing in this too, so we have 
a solid base to build upon. The music is 
relatively easy so we can prepare it quickly. We 
will practice Wednesday, August 13, 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. in the choir room, and sing August 
17. We have scheduled a second, earlier 
rehearsal for those that can come. it is in the 
choir room on sunday August 10, 10-10:50 
am. if you can get to both rehearsals, great: 
if not, get to one of them. The men sing on 
sunday, August 17. This is always a special 
day for the congregation, and great fun for the 
singers. There is no sound quite like a male 
chorus. so, gentlemen, no hiding out in the 
congregation; join us for this once-a-year treat!

Mark Repasky
Director of Music

Linda Yates
Preservation of Church History Chair

Trinity members who have been a part 
of the church for 10, 20 or more years are 
needed to help preserve some of her history by 
identifying people and events in a collection 
of old photos in the heritage room.

There are priceless old photos that will 
help tell the story of children and youth 
(now grown up with children and youth of 

their own), their parents and friends who 
were participants and leaders of an always 
thriving and busy church. Unfortunately, the 
photos were stored over the years with little 
identification of people and events.

once the pictures are identified with 
approximate dates, names and events, they 
will be arranged in scrapbooks to be enjoyed 

by visitors to the heritage room (room 309) 
third floor, and preserved along with other 
memorabilia there.

Persons wanting to help and who may 
have a little time to give to the task this 
summer are invited to telephone Linda yates 
at 385-2768 or email at her at yateslin@
comcast.net.

Do you remember when…? 
Help Trinity’s Heritage Room create scrapbooks of memories

Carol Marchant has done an excellent job as organist as the search 
committee has looked for a replacement.

Trinity member and flautist 
Sue Parsons, along with harpist 
friend, Tasha Robinson, helped 
lead worship recently, with 
an extraordinarily beautiful 
selection of music. 

mailto:yateslin@comcast.net
mailto:yateslin@comcast.net


during the first six months of 2014, 
Trinity handed out around 1,400 snack 
packs to over 200 different people. This 
ministry has helped people who do not 
have many options to get food. some rely 
on these snack packs to get through their 
week. some welcome the snack packs as a 
chance to have a way to not be hungry. All 
the people who get a snack pack also get 
a friendly greeting and learn that they are 
welcome to come back. i have been able to 
learn many of their names and some of their 
stories. recently, four of them helped me 

put together 300 snack packs. They enjoyed 
being involved and doing something 
useful. i enjoyed their 
fellowship.

Thank you for allowing 
me to represent Trinity 
in this ministry. if you 
would like to learn more 
about our snack pack 
ministry, please contact 
me at rahigh@tumct.org 
or stop me on sundays. 
i know that Jesus loves 

these people and blesses me with great joy 
when i serve them.

Chelsea House
Sabrina Denmark
Local Missions Co-Chair

Notes from Ruth Ann High - HEO Coordinator
Ruth Ann High
HEO Coordinator
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Trinity’s Local Missions Team —
Trinity Cares Spotlight

Helping At-Risk Women and 
Their Children

homeless women and their children in our 
area face many challenges and are in need of 
help. it is the mission of the Good samaritan 
network to be a part of the solution to this 
ever-growing problem. Through various 
programs, they are able to help meet the 
needs of the homeless; thus, offering them 
encouragement and hope in God. 
The Good samaritan network is 
a non-profit Christian charitable 
organization that networks 
with like-minded agencies and 
ministries for the purpose of 
helping individuals who find 
themselves facing homelessness. 
it is their goal to reach out to the 
physical, emotional and spiritual 
needs of women in need. 

The Good samaritan network 
is proud to offer a transitional 
Christian home for women 
called Chelsea house. This 
home provides physical as well as 
emotional and spiritual support 
as residents work through a 
progressive program designed to 
establish stability and eventual 
independent living.

Beth Burns is the Co-Founder 
of Chelsea house. if you would 
like to volunteer with the Chelsea 

house, go online and complete a Volunteer 
Application. you may also call 850-329-7512. 
Their web address is www.chelseahouseflorida.
org

some of the sPeCiAL needs at Chelsea 
house are as follows:
• shampoo carpets
• replace tile in hallway/kitchen

• deep cleaning each room 
(baseboards, window panes, under beds, etc.)
•Maintenance work
• Prepare a meal and/or dessert for residents
• install security system (some wiring already 
in place)
• Clean up outside facility
• help with food pantry, sorting donations at 
their Woodville thrift store

This photo was taken during the recent Trinity “Great Day of Service.” This group, led by Sabrina 
Denmark, worked at the Chelsea House Cabin. Chelsea House Cabin is a thrift store located across from 
the Tallahassee Mall. Proceeds from the thrift store help fund the financial needs at Chelsea House.

mailto:rahigh@tumct.org
www.chelseahouseflorida.org
www.chelseahouseflorida.org


Health Wellness Team

August Health Wellness news

*$3 suggested donation ** Nursery by reservation only

Health Wellness Calendar
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BFC Series 
Exercise Classes

 — Tuesdays and Thursdays —
• 9:15 ~ staying strong
• 11:00 ~ Variety Mix**

— Wednesdays —
Classes resume in the Fall

Drop in any time! Classes are in the Parlor.

For more information about the Health Wellness ministry contact:
Beth Curry - BFCseries@yahoo.com 

Upcoming Events

- TLC Sunday -
Save the Date!

February 22, 2015

Next Blood Drive: Sept. 28, 2014 (Really!)
our last two blood drives were canceled at the last minute due to problems with 

the Bloodmobile staff. We were disappointed, but are glad that the staff are oK. 

We received this letter of apology from the Collection Area director.

We expect the next blood drive to go smoothly and appreciate your continued 
support. Please note that Trinity members have donated 143 units of blood, 
potentially saving 429 lives!

BFC
Becoming Fit at Church 
helps the church!

The BFC series helps Trinity in so 
many ways. Members who participate in 
the classes are getting healthier and the 
$3 donations add up! As of this writing, 
over $25,000 has been raised just from 
the BFC series exercise classes! Let’s face 
it, at $3 (suggested donation) a class, the 
BFC series exercise classes are a bargain. 

you get an hour of:
• Varied exercises (full of surprises   
 using equipment you may have not 
 seen before)
• helpful tips (e.g. which muscle is 
  be ing exerc i sed and why i t ’s 
  important)
• Music that makes you want to dance
• Lots of laughter 
• Fellowship, prayer and concern for 
  each other

Can you think of a better way to spend 
an hour and $3? For more about the 
health Wellness Ministry go to http://
www.tumct.org/community/adults/
health-wellness-ministry/ or Contact 
Beth Curry bfcseries@yahoo.com.

Since serving on a Guatemala mission trip, Trinity member 
Jayne Mittan (above) has been back several times to serve the 
people there. Read her beautiful story of Louise (in the photo at 
right, third from the right) on the front page of this Tidings - 
and please, help any way you can with the upcoming mission.

mailto:BFCSeries@yahoo.com
http://www.tumct.org/community/adults/health
http://www.tumct.org/community/adults/health
http://www.tumct.org/community/adults/health
mailto:bfcseries@yahoo.com


Nancy Duncan
Trinity Holy Land Pilgrim

Phyllis McCranie
CROP Walk liaison

Beth Butcher
Guatemala Mission Team Member
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The Guatemala mission team invites you to 
a very special party with a purpose with “Trades 
of hope” hosted by Trinity member, Vilma 
Wollschlager at Trinity United Methodist 
Church! The special Party will be held in Moor 
hall, Tuesday, August 12 from 5-8 p.m. Come 
and be part of this wonderful event where 
you will get to shop for beautiful handcrafted 

products and help women out of poverty at the 
same time. “Trades of hope” features unique 
jewelry, scarves, bags, home decor and specialty 
items that make lovely gifts! every piece tells 
a story and gives hope to a mother, sister, or 
daughter around the world. Be a world changer! 
if you can’t make it to the party, you can order 
online through this special link for the party: 

www.mytradesofhope.com/parties/4757
All hostess rewards will be donated to 

and sold at the Missions Team Fundraiser/
silent Auction on August 24th. 
Proceeds from this party and 
the rewards will help provide 
financial assistance to Trinity’s 
Missions Teams.

We were going on a pilgrimage! Who 
doesn’t think, when reading a passage from 
the Bible, how wonderful it would be to see 
first hand the place where it all happened. 
Wouldn’t it make the Bible stories come alive? 
Wouldn’t it bring us closer to Jesus to walk 
where he walked? Twelve “pilgrims” from 
Trinity made that journey in early May and 
the following are a few reflections on our trip. 

While we began as twelve individuals 
whose main connection was the desire to take 
the tour, we quickly became a solid group 
of friends who face adversity (more flight 
problems than most of us had encountered 
in a lifetime), but also shared in experiences 
that were life-changing.

We shared in a baptism and reaffirmation 
of baptism in the Jordan river and the 
renewal of wedding vows at a chapel on the 
site of Jesus’ first miracle, the changing of 
water into wine at the wedding feast in Cana. 
We walked on a dirt trail that is probably 
the same one Jesus and his followers walked, 
stood on the shore of the sea of Galilee where 
so many of the new Testament stories were 

set, and walked the Via dolorosa stopping at 
the stations of the cross depicting Jesus’ final 
week through his resurrection.

Closely connected to all of these were the 
sites of old Testament fame, such as Jericho, 
Qumran where the dead sea scrolls were 
found, and sites of the israelites’ trek through 
the wilderness. 
(We were struck 
by the wilderness 
referred to in 
the Bible – total 
desolation in the 
desert sun, not 
our tree-filled, 
f lowing water 
outings into the 
wilderness.)

in the end, 
the best aspect 
of the trip has 
been the reading 
of the Bible since 
our return. What 
a connection to 

read the sermon on the Mount or the 
choosing of Jesus’ disciples or the stories 
about sheep that Jesus used so often in his 
preaching and teaching, and know that you 
were right there. Two thousand years and 
more, but Christ is just as alive today as then! 
What a wonder! Who could noT believe?

Guatemala mission team hosts “Trades of Hope” sale

Trinity members visit the Holy Land

Pictured here are the Trinity travelers who visited the Holy Land 
recently (back row, from left to right), Kathy Atkins-Gunter, 
Bill Gunter, Bill Levy, Judy Levy, Rev. Barbara Hynes, and 
George Hanna, (front row), Gail Feest, Jimmie Duncan, Nancy 
Duncan, Jayne Mittan, Mallory Tucker, and Virginia Newsome.

Mark your calendars! you don’t want to miss this! The silver 
anniversary of the Tallahassee CroP WALK is scheduled for sunday, 
october 5th, at Lake ella. help feed the hungry by walking around 
the Lake, sponsoring a walker, and/or donating non-perishable food. 

invite your friends and family to this citywide community event.
Look for more details in the september Tidings and Bulletins. For 

more information, contact Trinity’s CroP WALK liaison Phyllis 
McCranie at pamccranie@embarqmail.com or (850)671-4815.

Celebrate the 25th CROP Walk Anniversary!

Indian women handcraft jewelry, scarves, home decor, specialty items, and bags in hopes of lifting their families from poverty. The shoulder bag in the inset photo above right, is 
an example of the fine work that is produced and will be for sale at the “Trades for Hope” party hosted by Velma Wollschlager.

www.mytradesofhope.com/parties
mailto:pamccranie@embarqmail.com


Youth Happenings in August
Blake Swanson
Youth Director

John Freeze
Youth Intern

visit!undergroundministries.org
and Carry On

CurrentStay 
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Upcoming Youth eventsUpcoming Youth events

After a thorough selection process, the search 
committee at Trinity is pleased to introduce 
new youth director, Blake swanson. And, 
since Blake didn’t begin 
his time at Trinity until 
August 1 (which was after 
the deadline for this issue 
of Tidings), he will write 
his own article on this page 
for the september issue.

Blake and his wife, 
elizabeth, are both recent 
g r adua t e s  o f  ol i ve t 
nazarene Univers i ty, 
where Blake received a 
degree in youth Ministry. 
They come to Trinity 
from Westview Wesleyan 
Church in Jonesboro, 
indiana, where Blake 
served as youth Pastor.

Blake has a passion for working with youth 
and he loves the adventure that comes with 
helping them on their spiritual journey. 

Mis s ions  i s  another 
passion that both Blake 
and elizabeth share. They 
seek opportunities that 
allow youth to experience 
the life-changing work 
the Lord can do on the 
mission field, both locally 
and abroad.

in their free time, Blake 
and elizabeth love to be 
outdoors and playing 
board or card games, their 
favorites being Ticket 
to Ride and Nerts. To 
contact Blake, email him 
at: youthdirector@tumct.
com.

A Note about our new Youth Director!

Please help welcome new Youth Director, 
Blake Swanson and his wife, Elizabeth!

Aug. 3-9 ....... youth Week
Sept. 5-7 ...... rock the Universe
Sept. 10........ Bible study Mid-high   
 4:30 p.m. high school 6:30 p.m.

The Trinity Mid-high group travelled to orlando in May to 
do some painting and yard work for their summer mission trip. 
While in orlando, they also were able to tear themselves away to 
enjoy some time at disneyQuest®. Life is about balance - work/play.

Many thanks to the adult volunteers, sarah Christovich, Brett 
ingram, and susan Koehler.

http://undergroundministries.org
mailto:youthdirector@tumct.com
mailto:youthdirector@tumct.com
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School supplies shopping checklist
• black and white composition books    
 (wide-ruled) 
• spiral notebooks 
 (single subject, wide-ruled) 
• glue sticks 

Trinity’s community-partner-school supply drive

The start of the 2014 - 2015 school year 
is almost upon us and it’s not only heating 
up outside, it’s also heating up for our 
annual Kate sullivan school supply drive. 
Kate sullivan is our community partner 
school and Trinity has donated both school 
supplies and our volunteer reading mentoring 
program since 2002. This outreach is received 
and enthusiastically acknowledged and 

appreciated by the faculty, staff, and students 
alike. We begin each year with the supply 
drive and initiate the year-long mentoring 
program in mid-september. We will begin 
our collection to kick off the new school year 
on sunday, August 3 and continue collecting 
through sunday, August 17. Collection 
boxes will be found in the narthex and at 
the Welcome Center outside Moor hall. The 

donated supplies will be itemized and delivered 
before the school year starts 
August 18, and will 
be distributed to 
s t u d e n t s  w h o 
would otherwise 
have dif f iculty 
acquiring the necessary school items. This 
year’s school supplies are listed below:

Jane Olson
Kate Sullivan liaison

• pocket folders with 
 3 prongs (solid color) 
• pencil boxes/pouches 
• colored pencils 
• #2 pencils (not mechanical) 

• fiskar scissors (pointed) 
• rulers 
• markers (fine-point,   
 washable) 
• clorox wipes 

• quart or gallon-sized  
 ziplock bags 
• hand sanitizer (alcohol  
 free or foam) 
• back packs (no wheels) 

Trinity attracts new members
Trinity added several new members 

back in early June. Please read these brief 
biographical sketches in order to learn 
more about these newest members.

Bob and Teresa Bender joined by 
reaffirmation of faith. They have a 
grown daughter, Kristen. Bob works 
with Patriot national insurance Group 
and Teresa works on home improvement 
projects as she recovers from a recent 
bout of cancer. Teresa enjoys sewing and 
decorating and Bob likes playing golf 
and doing home improvement. Together, 
they are big seminole fans.

Keith Johnson has been coming to 
Trinity for three years and has been 
helping lead worship in the sUn service 
while playing with the Circle of Friends. 
he is currently in grad school at FsU and 
works with the Agency for healthcare 

Administration. he enjoys going to 
FsU sporting events, running, doing 
volunteer work at Trinity, and sleeping. 

Ben Jones transferred his membership 
from another Methodist church. he 
moved to Tallahassee in december from 
Lexington, Ky. he grew up in Louisville 
and graduated from the University of 
Kentucky. he works for Warchant.com 
as a sports writer and covers football and 
baseball. in his spare time, he runs and 
eats donuts - usually in that order.

Frank and Quincee Messersmith 
learned about Trinity through a friend. 
Frank works as a lobbyist and is a former 
legislator. he also serves on the board of 
trustees at TCC. Quincee is a Tallahassee 
native and is working on her Masters in 
social work. her favorite job is being a 
Mom to her teenage son, Mason.

Pictured from left to right are, Bob and Teresa Bender, Toby Philpot, and Quincee and Frank Messersmith. Not 
pictured are Keith Johnson and Ben Jones.

       
 
Toby Philpot transferred his membership from another 
Methodist church. he has lived in Tallahassee for three 
years and works as an attorney/lobbyist representing 
Florida hospitals. Toby enjoys playing golf and tennis 
in his spare time.

www.tumct.org

