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* All Christmas services will have candlelight.

Christmas Services
Thursday, Christmas Eve*
 Time Service Minister

 4 p.m. .......... Chapel Service ......Rev. Hynes

 5:30 p.m. ............Families ........... Rev. Brewster 

 8 p.m. ........ Lessons & Carols .... Rev. Curry

 11 p.m. ...........Communion .......... Rev. Curry

Part and parcel of our church’s five-
year strategic plan entitled Visioning for 
Tomorrow’s Harvest, includes affirmation 
of Trinity’s long term commitment of 
service to Hope Community, Tallahassee’s 
temporary residence for homeless families 
with small children. Its inclusion in Trinity’s 
2016 budget includes funds to participate 
in Hope’s meal service program. 

What is needed now is a team of 
Trinity volunteers that will prepare and 
serve meals on the second Tuesday 
of each month beginning January 12, 
2016. Volunteers will commit to a shift 

of approximately three hours, to help 
prepare and/or serve the meal. Trinity 
volunteers involved in food preparation 
will arrive around 3 p.m. and those who 
will serve the food will come in around 
5 p.m. Clean up is provided by Hope 
staff and resident volunteers. All Trinity 
volunteers will be out the door by 7 p.m. 

Menus are simple; three courses such as 
meatloaf or pasta, salads, baked potatoes, 
canned vegetables and ice cream or 
brownies, etc. for dessert. Food service is 
cafeteria style. 

It should be noted that Hope Community 

is not associated with the Homeless Shelter, 
recently relocated nearby. Both the Shelter 
and Hope Community are now neighbors 
on West Pensacola Street. The Shelter serves 
only men and single women while Hope 
Community residents are limited to families 
with small children. Trinity will be providing 
funding and volunteers to both beginning 
in January 2016.

How to volunteer
Sign up online (www.tumct.org), fill 

out one of the bulletin inserts, or call the 
church office (222-1120). 

As you have hopefully heard, we will be 
celebrating the Advent season this year 
with a Hanging of the Greens service. As 
you read this, you may be asking, “What 

is a Hanging of the Greens service?” The 
answer, for me at least, is a very personal 
one. I grew up at a church that had this type 

of service every year and it is a tradition 
near and dear to my heart. It represented 
the start of the Christmas season; a time 
to focus on what this time of year truly 

means. Every year I looked forward 
to the familiar songs, the beautiful 
decorations, and an evening that I could 
spend with my church family. 

Last year, this service came up in 
conversation with Rev. Wayne and he 
expressed an interest in getting this 
tradition started here at Trinity ... and 
we have made it so. 

We have made plans to have our 
Cherub choir, Netkids choir, Youth choir, 
and Chancel choir sing during this 

service. We will adorn the sanctuary with 
greenery, flowers, and candles. We will hear 
readings and sing carols. Now, all we need 

is you. Please join us at 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
December 6 for this service. Following the 
service, we will have a church-wide potluck 
dinner in Moor Hall. During dinner, we’ll 
have a carol sing along, tree decorating, 
and fellowship. We want this to become a 
tradition at Trinity - we can’t do it without 
you!

Sunday, December 6—5-7 p.m. 

Volunteers Needed for Hope Community Meals

Hanging of the Greens - Dec. 6 from 5-7 p.m.

Sam Rogers
Hope Community Liaison

Amy Leach
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Trinity received the following gifts from
October 21—November 10, 2015:

Gifts to Trinity
By E. Wayne Curry
Senior Pastor

Gloria Colvin
Children’s Home Representative

In memory of Drane Smith by Porch de 
Salomon.
In memory of Grover Rivers by Joann 
Webb, George Goode.
In memory of Steve Roady by Earl and 
Elizabeth Lines.
In memory of Billy Jones by Ashley Jones.
In honor of Rubie Butterworth’s 90th 
Birthday by Kay Allen, Patty Brown, 
Sharon Hartman, Sylvia Hollan, Patricia 
Kitchen, and Vicki Wiman.

As of mid-November, fourteen children 
are living at the Madison Youth Ranch. 
These are children who have been 
removed from their homes because of 
abuse, neglect, or family distress. The 
Madison Youth Ranch provides them with 
a loving, stable, family-like environment.

A number of people have asked about 
what they can do for the children living 
at the Ranch. The staff is asking that we 
purchase gift cards for Christmas so that 
the children can go to a store and buy 
something that they want. Gift cards for 
Target, Walmart, Best Buy or any other 
major chain store in the amount of $10, 
$20, or $25 would give a lot of joy to these 
children.

Gift cards can be sent to the Madison 
Youth Ranch, P.O. Box 38, Pinetta, Fl 
32350 or given to Gloria Colvin, Trinity’s 
representative to the Children’s Home.

There are several retreats coming 
up this winter and spring that might 
interest you. Brochures will be in the 
Welcome Center as they are available. 
Contact Barbara Hynes (222-1120) for 
more details.
Feb. 5-6 Yoga Chapel Retreat: Come 
to the Well at Life Enrichment Center 
Retreat Facilitator: Rev. Audrey Warren;
Feb. 26-28 The Great Mystics with Fr. 
Wm. Meninger at The Ceverny Center at 
Camp Weed, Live Oak, FL;
Apr. 16-17 Trinity Family Retreat, 
Dowling Park sponsored by Trinity’s 
Children and Family Ministry Team.

Give a Gift of Joy

Upcoming Retreats

Dear Friends,
Every year, as I get ready for the busy, 

often hectic Christmas season, I pull out 
the following words written by Henry 
Jackson van Dyke, an American author, 
educator, and clergyman. He wrote this 
in 1912 and it is as relevant today as it 
was 103 years ago. I offer it to you as you 
prepare for Christmas this year:

“Keeping Christmas” by The Reverend 
Henry Van Dyke (1912)

“Here is a better thing than the 
observance of Christmas day, and that 
is keeping Christmas. Are you willing 
to forget what you have done for other 
people and to remember what other 
people have done for you; to ignore 
what the world owes you and to think 
what you owe the world; to put your 
rights in the background and your 
duties in the middle distance and your 
chances to do a little more than your 
duty in the foreground; to see that 
your fellowmen are just as real as you 
are and try to look behind their faces 
to their hearts, hungry for you; to own 
that probably the only good reason 
for your existence is not what you are 
going to get out of life, but what you are 
going to give to life; to close your book 
of complaints against the management 
of the universe and look around you for 
some place where you can sow a few 
seeds of happiness.

Are you willing to do these things even 
for a day?

Then you can keep Christmas!

Are you willing to stoop down and 
consider the needs and desires of little 
children; to remember the weakness 
and loneliness of people growing old; 
to stop asking how much your friends 
love you, and ask yourself whether you 
love them enough; to bear in mind the 
things that other people have to bear 
in their hearts; to try to understand 
what those who live in the same home 
with you really want, without waiting 
for them to tell you; to trim your lamp 

so that it will give more light and less 
smoke, and to carry it in front so that 
your shadow will fall behind you; to 
make a grave for your ugly thoughts, 
and a garden for your kindly feelings 
with the gate open—

Are you willing to do these things, even 
for a day?

Then you can keep Christmas!

Are you willing to believe that love is the 
strongest thing in the world—stronger 
than hate, stronger than evil, stronger 
than death—and that the blessed life 
which began in Bethlehem nineteen 
hundred years ago is the image and 
brightness of the Eternal Love?

Then you can keep Christmas. And if you 
can keep it for a day, why not always? 
But you can never keep it alone.”

Have a wonderful Christmas season. 
See you in church!

You are loved,

Trinity is now being broadcast 
on a NEW FM station - 105.3
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Music News for December
Mark Repasky
Music Director

The Advent/Christmas season at Trinity 
is filled with music, and this year is no 
exception.

Ringing in the Season
This gala concert is held “next door” 

at First Baptist Church. It is the only 
annual massed handbell concert in the 

Tallahassee area. Come to the sanctuary 
of First Baptist at 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
December 5 for an hour of glorious 
Advent/Christmas music presented by six 
handbell choirs, accompanied by organ, 
trumpet and percussion.

Hanging of the Greens
This is a new service for our church, 

at least during the last 20 years. It is an 
excellent way to start the holiday season, 

as we decorate our sanctuary with 
greenery and beautiful music. Our Chancel 
Choir, Circle of Friends Praise Band, Youth 
Choir, NETkids Choirs and Cherub Choir 
will participate. Bring the whole family 
and we’ll meet in the sanctuary at 5 p.m. 
The service ends around 5:45 p.m., but 
we are just getting started. Next, we’ll 
go downstairs to Moor Hall for a pot-luck 
dinner. We recommend you bring your 
pot-luck items to Moor Hall before the 
5 p.m. service. The Circle of Friends and 
NETkids Choir will provide special music 
during and just after our dinner. We’ll 
finish around 7 p.m. with something 
special: those in attendance will decorate 
the giant Moor Hall Christmas tree.

On the Road
NETkids Choirs will visit HarborChase 

Assisted Living and Memory Care for 
a 30-minute Christmas program on 
Wednesday, December 9 at 4:15 p.m. 
Our NETkids Choirs visit three different 
retirement/rehab/assisted living facilities 
each school year for concerts. This is a great 
outreach ministry for our church!

On the Road
Heavenly Chimes has been preparing 

since mid -October for a special outing; 
we have been invited to present a 20-30 
minute program of Christmas music at 
Woodville Community Center on Thursday, 
December 10 beginning at 10:45 a.m. 
Afterwards, we will enjoy a lunch at the 
community center.

Advent Service of Hope and 
Remembrance

This service will be held Wednesday, 
December 16 at 6:30 p.m. in our sanctuary. 

This is a very meaningful service led by Rev. 
Barbara Hynes and with assistance from 
Warren May and other musicians.

Preschool Christmas Program
An annual favorite with parents and 

grandparents, nearly 60 of our preschool 
children will present the Christmas story in 
costume, with words and music on Friday, 
December 18 at 11:30 a.m. in Moor Hall.

Sunday Morning Services in 
December

Music will be provided by Chancel Choir, 
Circle of Friends Praise Band, NETkids 
Choirs, several bell/chime groups and pans 
and our organist, Viktor Billa.

Christmas Eve
Trinity’s services are at 4 pm, 5:30 p.m., 

8 p.m. and 11 p.m. Each is unique, starting 
with the intimate 4 p.m. Vespers service 
in the Chapel. The 5:30 p.m. service in 
the Sanctuary is the Family service with 
a live manger scene and music by our 
children and youth. The 8 p.m. service is 
our traditional Lessons and Carols service 
and the 11 p.m. service is our Communion 
service. All services will include beautiful 
music by musicians at Trinity and are 
candlelight services. Come, celebrate 
Christmas Eve with us!

Christmas CDs
We started distributing our new 

Christmas at Trinity CDs after the worship 
services on Sunday, November 29. We will 
continue to make these available after 
Sunday worship services until we run out. 
They are a gift from the musicians at Trinity 
and we asking that families take only one 
to make sure everyone gets a copy.

Sunday, 
December 6 

from 5 - 7 p.m.

NETkids on the road! The NETkids choirs visited Cherry Laurel retirement home in their Halloween costumes to share a little joy and fellowship with the residents.
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Community Christmas Dinner
Gloria Whitaker
Local Missions committee member

Trinity’s Local Missions Team —
Trinity Cares Spotlight

Trinity is fortunate to be able to provide a safe 
environment and a hot meal to so many.

The dinner is a great place to be thankful for extended family.

It’s the men - of all ages, members and non-members, fathers and sons - who do the cooking and loading of plates. 

At the beginning of August this year, 
I received a phone call from Jennifer, a 
young woman who wants to volunteer 
for the Community Christmas Dinner. 
She had heard about the dinner and was 
excited about it and wanted to make sure 
she was included on the volunteer list for 
this year. She asked if I would please tell 
her about the dinner and what she might 

do to help. First I reassured her that her 
presence would be appreciated and that 
she will have a place in this wonderful 
event.

I went on to tell her that the Community 
Christmas Dinner has been hosted at 
Trinity United Methodist Church since 
1987. The organizers’ initial intent was 
to offer a dinner on Christmas for the 
homeless in downtown Tallahassee, but 
that it has expanded to be a dinner for 
anyone who needs or wants to be with 

others on this very special day. 
Our volunteer pool is very large, 

composed of singles and families, many 
individuals come back year after year and 
it has become an annual reunion for many 
of us. Each year, there are new people 
who come to be part of the event also. 
No one is turned away. I often get asked 
how many people are coming and am I 

needed? My response is, “Come, there is 
something for everyone to do, and stay 
as little or as long as you want to and do 
plan to eat dinner with us.” 

Special skills are not necessary 
– one only needs a desire to 
participate in this wonderful 
event. Some of the tasks that 
will need to be filled are greeting 
and conversing with our guests, 
serving, restocking, clearing tables, 
dishwashing and cleaning up and 
on and on. Even though there’s a 
lot to do, doing something is not a 
requirement for attending – come 
and soak in the spirit of this festive 
occasion. 

The Community Christmas 
starts at Trinity’s Moor Hall at 

about 8:30 a.m., when the all male kitchen 
crew arrives and starts cooking the 
traditional Christmas dinner consisting 
of roast turkey, stuffing and gravy, sweet 
potato casserole and green beans. Other 
volunteers set tables, arrange rolls, cut 
pies, and get the cranberry sauce ready. 
Some stuff goodie bags which are handed 

out to each guest as they leave. While 
others arrange hats and scarves that our 
Hats for the Homeless Ministr y 
members have made during the year. 
The dinner is served from 12 noon - 2 
p.m., and as we greet and serve, we are 
serenaded by carolers and everyone is 
invited to join in the singing. As the day 

winds down and we’re cleaning 
up, we’re left with memories of a 
special day that we trust brought 
comfort to all who were served or 
participated.

So, Jennifer, do come to the 
Community Christmas Dinner at 
Trinity on Christmas day. Anyone 
else who would like to volunteer 
or donate or attend or would like 
more information can call Gloria 
or Blue Whitaker at 878-6064 
whitakgm1002@gmail.com.

*The dinner is funded in large 
part by Trinity’s Local Missions 
Team and individual monetary 
donations. We would be remiss if 
we didn’t acknowledge and thank 
organizations and businesses that 
have in the past and continue to 

contribute to the dinner: Tasty Pastry 
Bakery, Pepsi Cola, Flowers Bakery, 
Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church, 
Killearn United Methodist Church, First 
Presbyterian Church, Quality Snacks.
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Health Wellness News for December
Healthy Holiday Eating

Does your mouth water just thinking 
about all  the goodies that will  be 
available this month? After all, it’s a time 
for celebrating our Lord’s birth and it’s 
normal for us to approach it with a spirit 
of joy, love, and feasting. You’ve probably 
heard tips about loading up on vegetables, 
having a glass of soda water half an hour 
before eating, cutting your dessert portion 
in half, and baking cookies with a sugar 
substitute. If pressed, you could probably 
come up with a few tips yourself. The plain 
fact is that eating healthy is difficult until 
you get in the habit of doing it and then it’s 
hard not to eat healthy. If you over-indulge 
during December, you’ll probably decide 
to diet in January – been there, done that. 
Instead, decide to take care of your body 
(which is the temple of the Holy Spirit) 
and begin a life change of healthy eating. 
Just think – feeling great, looking good, 
and no more diets, ever! If you don’t know 
how to eat healthy, there are dozens of 
sources that will help you – many on the 
internet. For more information, contact 
Jaqui Griffith at jaqui_griffith@comcast.
net. Hope your holidays are wonderful! 

Community Garden
Our fall garden, composed of leafy 

delicacies, is growing well, with the 
exception of the collards which need 
some cooler weather – along with the 
rest of us! Everyone is invited to enjoy 
the garden and we’re happy to know that 
our community neighbors are enjoying it 
with us – we found a thank you note from 
one of them stuffed in the rock border that 
said, “Thank you for feeding me”. Stop by 
after church and pick some greens for a 
delicious and healthy salad. If you have 
an hour to spare once a month, we always 
need garden helpers to water and weed. 
For more information, contact Gloria 
Whitaker, whitakgm1002@gmail.com.

Medical Missions to 
Guatemala

The Medical  mission team saw 
approximately 400 people during 
our week in Guatemala in October. 
Everything from colds to lung cancer to 

tuberculosis. Our patients had to endure 
heavy rains to walk to our clinic site and 
the team rallied to the occasion, making 
sure everyone was well taken care of. 

Jingle Bell Run Dec. 5 6:15 p.m. 
Our next TUFF event is the Jingle Bell 

Run on Sat, December 5. The run will be 
downtown as part of the Winter Festival of 
Lights and starts at the corner of Park Ave 

and Monroe St. immediately following the 
lighting ceremony. We will not have team 
registration for this race. If anyone wants to 
walk/run in a group, they can email Marie 
Bradley at mbradley1716@comcast.net 
and we can set up a meeting place before 
the run. TUFF SHIRTS are optional due to 
dressing up for the race in jingle-bell race 
attire. Meet at the church steps AFTER the 
race so we can take a picture. 

For registration and more details about 
the race, go to https://www.talgov.com/
parks/parks-winter.aspx 

Mats for the Homeless
We are hoping to give away as many 

mats as possible at the annual Christmas 
dinner. Please help in any way you can:

• Come to the meeting on Thursday, 
 December 10 and help us make strips 
  for yarn and/or learn how to crochet  
 a mat.

• Work at home to complete one or more 
 mats before Christmas.

For More Information
For more information about the Health 

Wellness Ministry, please ask any team 
member: Jessica Bahorski, Marie Bradley; 
Beth Curry, Deb Danforth, Jaqui Griffith, 
Amy Leach, Colleen McConnell, Miriam 
McLarty, Jayne Mittan, Beth Perry, Nan 
Ritchie, Sandy Skidell or Gloria Whitaker 
or visit the website at www.tumct.org/
serve/healthwellness-ministry/or email 
bfcseries@yahoo.com

Health Wellness Team

Health Wellness Calendar

BFC Series 
Exercise Classes

 — Tuesdays and Thursdays —
• 9:15 ~ Staying Strong
• 11:00 ~ Variety Mix**

— Wednesdays —
4:15 p.m. ~ Strength & Balance

6:30 p.m. ~ Power Hour

Drop in any time! Classes are in the Parlor

*$3 suggested donation ** Nursery by reservation only

Upcoming Events
• Mats for the Homeless - Thurs., Dec. 
10 at 10:30 a.m. - Conference room

• Hats for the Homeless - Tues., Dec. 
15 at 10:30 a.m. - Conference room

• TUFF event - Sat., Dec. 5 at 6:15 a.m. 
- Downtown (Park and Monroe)

For more information about the Health Wellness ministry contact:
Beth Curry - BFCSeries@yahoo.com 
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Lynette Halter
President

Welcome UMW Conference President Kay Roach
The next meeting of UMW in Ministry 

will be Tuesday, Dec. 1 in Moor Hall. The 
program speaker will be Kay Roach. Kay,  
a former secretary at Trinity, is the newly 
elected President of Florida Conference 
of UMW. She is a member of Centenary 
UMC in Quincy. Her topic will be “Faith, 
Hope and Love in Action.” In addition to 
the speaker, we look forward to hearing 
songs from our Trinity Preschool children!

Trinity UMW new officers will be installed 
for terms beginning in January 2016. They 
include Barbara Ware, secretary, Patti 
Oakley, treasurer and Rita Marsh-Birch, 
assistant treasurer. Immediate vacancies 
were filled at our November meeting 
by the appointments of Linda Philips, 
membership chairperson and Nancy Bedford, communication 
chair. Other 2015 officers will continue a second term in January.

 Everyone is invited to attend, even if you aren’t a member 
of UMC in Ministry. Please call Nancy Kerce 877-6546 for 
reservations by Friday, Nov. 27th. Hope to see you there! The 
UMW Executive Committee will meet at 10:30 a.m. in the church 
library prior to the luncheon.

Warm Gloves for the Homeless at Christmas
We will be giving gloves to the homeless at Trinity’s annual 

Christmas Dinner. Please help us collect men’s gloves (small, 
medium, or large). Place them in the bin in the Welcome Center 
or bring them to the UMW meeting Dec. 8th.

Pecan Sale Supports Local Missions
Profits of $3200 from the pecan sale sponsored this fall by 

Trinity’s Women in Ministry extended their local mission outreach, 
according to Judy Levy, coordinator of the sale. Thanks to all Trinity 
members and friends who purchased the pecans, the UMW 2016 
budget will provide $1,000 for the church’s HEO ministry; Church 
Women United, $200; Second Harvest of the Big Bend, $100; 
Wesley Foundation, $100; Neighborhood Health Services, $200; 
and other miscellaneous missions, $300.

 The remaining funds will pay administrative costs of UMW 
including sending delegates to the School of Mission and to the 
Annual Conference meeting, for program and study materials, 
postage and copies, and nursery. Other funds from members’ 
2015 pledges totalled $3,525 and supported global missions.

UMW Action Team Meetings

Do you ever feel guilty after you 
encounter a panhandler? Should I have 
given him money? Is he/she dangerous? 
What does the Bible say to do? What does 
Jesus want me to do? These are tough 
questions and there are no easy answers. I 
would like to give suggestions to help you 
deal with these tough situations. First of all, 
follow your heart. The Holy Spirit will direct 
you. But God gave us a brain, too, so let`s 
get educated. Some panhandlers show up 
after church so they can prey on the good 
will of people coming out of a worship 
service. Jesus may say to these people 
that they are no different than the money 
changers at The Temple. Remember how 
angry Jesus was at the people who turned 
the place of worship into a market place. 
Still, there are poor people around us and 
we should have compassion on the poor 
and unfortunate ones. If somebody tells 

you they are hungry and need money, get 
some fast food gift cards to keep in your 
wallet. Carry some snack packs. If they 
need money to help them out of a tough 
situation, tell them to call 211. This will take 
the phone caller to a central location with 
a multitude of services. If they are truly 
in need, they can be connected with the 
appropriate agency that will assist them 
in their specific needs. 

Trinity supports many of the agencies 
in the community that help the needy. 
Out of our budget, we make contributions 
to Big Bend Cares, Echo, Refuge House, 
Hope Community, Chelsea House, 
Neighborhood Health Clinic, Habitat, 
and the Fuller House. When you give to 
Trinity you are also helping Trinity care for 
the community. 

You can also make a donation to Trinity’s 
HEO ministry which provides snack pack 

meals during the week. Many Trinity 
members support The Allen Outreach, a 
neighborhood ministry that helps poor 
families with clothing and food. 

Christ wants us to care for the poor and 
needy. Giving money to somebody who 
asks for it is not always the best way to 
show this compassion. Encourage people 
to seek help from the agencies that are 
trained to help the individuals. And if you 
feel the Holy Spirit urging you to help the 
poor and needy, support Trinity, Trinity’s 
HEO, or give directly to these agencies. If 
monetary donations are not possible, find 
ways to volunteer with these agencies. If 
you have questions, thoughts, or ideas, 
please feel free to contact me (rahigh@
tumct.org or 222-1120). 

Together we can all learn how to 
better serve the poor and needy in our 
community.

How Should I Give to the Poor?

Alpha Action Team (Circle 1): Mon., Dec. 7th at 10:00 a.m. Contact Kathi Pope, chair 
(mlpopejr@aol.com) for location.

Dorcas Foster Action Team: Tue., Dec. 1 at 1:00 p.m. in Church library. Nancy 
Waugh, chair.

Mary Martha Action Team: Mon. Dec. 14 at 6:00 p.m. 2104 W. Randolph Cir, Julie Pararo, 
hostess/chair.

Sojourners Action Team: Wed., Dec. 2 at noon, Café at St. Johns. Marti Chumbler, chair.

Susanna Wesley Action Team (SWAT): Tues., Dec. 15 at 10:00 a.m. Miriam Peirce, 4194 
Diplomacy Circle, Westminster Oaks will hostess the Christmas Luncheon. Members 
will bring a covered dish.

The Voice Action Team: Thurs., Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m. at the Backyard Bistro.

Ruthann High
HEO Coordinator
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Youth Happenings in December
Blake Swanson
Youth Director

A Note from Blake ...
Jeremy Hanna
Youth Ministry Assistant

It is hard to believe that we are already 
heading into the month of December! It 
seems as though just yesterday the youth 
were bouncing around the Southeast 
on various summer trips. When it comes 
to the youth, there is always something 
going on. Just this past month, 18 of our 
students went to Warren Willis Camp for 
the weekend to be a part of a retreat called 
Imprint. We learned about the concept of 
Ubunutu, which means “I am because we 
are”. It was the idea that we cannot be our 
most full selves without those around us. 

We certainly find that to be true here at 
Trinity. The youth are made stronger by all 
the prayers and support that we receive 
from the congregation. You are able to 
speak into our students’ lives in a special 
way. I hope this idea of living together 

in community is something that not just 
happens within our group, but also within 
our whole church, so that we may be the 
city on the hill of which scripture 
speaks. 

One way in particular that 
the students will be reaching 
out is this Saturday, December 
5 during the Festival of Lights. 
We will be having our annual 
chili booth, and with each bowl 
of chili purchased, you also 
receive a ticket that is good for 
a free parking space at Trinity 
as long as they are available. 
Tickets are just $5 each and 
can be purchased all this week 
in the church office or at the 
Wednesday, December 2 dinner. 

All of the proceeds go to help send our 
students on mission trips next summer. 
We hope you will join us!

chili!Trinity Youth

fundraiser

Front steps of Trinity
December 5 (Festival of Lights)  
 from 5 - 9 p.m.

$5
just

free parking!
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New Members Join in November

Preschool Christmas

Christmas is right around the corner, 
and as you can imagine, there is a lot 
of excitement in the air. We are busy 
planning our class celebrations, which 
consist of singing happy birthday to 
Jesus and retelling the story of his birth. 

Each month we recite a different 
prayer at snack and lunch. This month, 
our prayer is:
(Sung to the tune of “O Christmas Tree”)
Oh thank you Lord, oh thank you Lord.

However can we thank you Lord?
For all the food we have today,
And all our blessings every day.

Oh thank you Lord, oh thank you Lord.
However can we thank you Lord?

Amen
We try to teach the children about 

the real meaning of Christmas; 
sometimes the lessons get a little 
mixed up, but sometimes we realize 
that they are listening! Here is a little 
Q&A we had on the playground today:
Q: Why do we celebrate Christmas?

A: “It’s Jesus’ birthday” 
– Polina, age 5
Q :  W h e n  d o  w e 
celebrate Christmas?
A: “On December” – Mia, age 5
Q: Who came to see Him after He was 
born?

A: The 5 Wisemen” 
– Jayce age, 4
Q: If you were going 
to buy Jesus a present, 
what would it be?
A: “A Toy Dinosaur” 
– Kyla, age 4
A: “Something from 

Target” – Farren, age 2
A: “A blanket to keep 
him warm” 
– Julia, age 4
Q: How old is Jesus?
A: “Five” 
– Harrison, age 3

Merry Christmas 
from all of us at the preschool!

Stacey Duggar
Preschool Director

Tr init y  received new members  in 
November as they joined on Celebration 
Sunday. Please read their brief biographical 
sketches to find a commonality with them.
Alex and Crystal Anderson joined after 
visiting Trinity for a few years. Alex works for 
the Department of Education in legislative 
affairs. Crystal works for the Florida House 
of Representatives as an attorney.
Viktor and Yuliia Billa joined from 
another Methodist church. Viktor is 
Trinity’s organist. He is also a pianist, 
and a teacher who holds a master’s 

degree in organ performance from the 
Tchaikovsky National Music Academy 
of Ukraine in Kiev. Yuliia is a lyric-
coloratura soprano and teacher and 
also a graduate of the Tchaikovsky 
National Music Academy. Before coming 
to Tallahassee, the Billas performed 
extensively throughout Ukraine.
Travis King and Taylor Conley joined after 
finding Trinity through their friend and 
Trinity member, Melanie Quinton. Taylor 
works at Big Brothers and Big Sisters of the 
Big Bend and Travis teaches Latin at Leon H.S.

June Daffin  jo ined from another 
denomination and is the mother of Trinity 
member, Elaine Freni. She is the house 
director of Sigma Delta Tau sorority house.
Will Gonzales joined from another 
denomination and has lived in Tallahassee 
for the last five years. He works in 
Information Technology for iCracked.
Sheila Sabin  joined from another 
denomination and has been singing in 
the Trinity choir for about a year. She is an 
art and sewing teacher and also teaches 
after school and at HarborChase.

New members who joined in November are from left-right; Yuliia and Viktor Billa, Shiela Sabin, Travis King, Taylor Conley, Will Gonzoles, June Daffin, and Crystal and 
Alex Anderson.


