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November 27

Will You Be Ready?
So stay awake, alert. You have no idea what day your 

Master will show up. Matthew 24:44, The Message

Today is the first day of Advent, that period in the church year when we prepare 
for the coming into the world of God’s great gift of his only Son, our Savior. While 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus on December 25, today’s Scripture urges us to be 
ready to receive Him whenever it is that He comes into our own lives.

Some years ago a group of us from Trinity visited the Holy Land. After going 
to the site of the birthplace of the baby Jesus in the Church of the Nativity 
in Bethlehem, we gathered in a chapel. There we read the familiar story in 
Luke’s gospel, prayed together, and sang the first verse of “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem.” As we prepared to leave, a member of our group rose to remind us 
of the Gospel message in this verse of Phillips Brooks’ carol:

 
“How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear Him coming, but in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in.”

Advent encourages us, amidst our many distractions, to focus on receiving 
God’s gift of love and grace. The little child who came to us in Bethlehem is truly 
our Lord Emmanuel, “God with us.” Will your heart be open and ready to receive 
Him when He comes to you? 

Prayer: “O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.” Amen.

Rubie Butterworth
Additional Scripture Readings: 
 Isaiah: 2:1-5
 Psalm 122
 Romans 13:11-14
 Matthew 24:36-44



    November 28

Finding Peace
He waited seven more days and sent out the dove again. It came back in the 

evening with a freshly picked olive leaf in its beak.
Genesis 8:10, The Message

Merriam-Webster defines peace as an “agreement and harmony among 
people.” In the season of Advent especially, from cards to carols, we are 
constantly reminded to be in peace and harmony with our neighbors. Perhaps, 
this Advent season, we should shift our focus from our own neighbors and 
instead to neighborhoods around us, like Griffin Heights. Being in community 
with our less-privileged neighbors offers us an opportunity to understand their 
hearts and concerns. Psalms 133:1 tells us “how good and pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity.” We should remember during this time of 
peace that people in these neighborhoods are our brethren too. 

Of course, we all recognize the inequality that exists between these 
communities and ours. Institutional segregation is never more evident than 
on Sunday mornings in our churches. Yet even before the Civil War, the 
congregation of Trinity United Methodist Church was diverse, with rich and 
poor, free and enslaved people all worshipping together. This Advent, let us 
remember our history of harmony and work to promote a greater community-
wide peace.

Prayer: Lord, we pray in the words of Maya Angelou in her poem 
Amazing Peace:

“We clap hands and welcome the peace of Christmas.
“We implore you to stay awhile with us

So we may learn by your shimmering light
How to look beyond complexion and see community.” Amen

   
         

 Dot Hayward
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm 124
 Genesis 8:1-19
 Romans 6:1-11



       November 29

Whom Shall I Send?
And then I heard the voice of the Master: ‘Whom shall I send? Who 
will go for us?’ I spoke up, ‘I’ll go. Send me!’ Isaiah 6:8, The Message

The road to help the needy in Guatemala is long, winding and rough and it 
begins long before you arrive in this Central American country. The Lord calls 
us to serve in many ways and short- term missions are just one way we can 
respond. When asked by Wayne Curry to lead a mission to Guatemala, my initial 
response was, “Why me?” I had no theological background, I had never been on 
a mission trip before, I had no standing within the organization of the church. 
I was only a humble servant of God and yet, as I have found, this is all that is 
necessary to bring solace and hope to the indigenous Mayans. 

Mission trips have a way of changing people. When we respond to God’s 
calling to help the lost, the least and the last, we receive far more than we can 
ever give. The love and overwhelming gratitude expressed by the Mayans for 
our help has a way of enriching our lives with the understanding that we are 
doing God’s work on Earth. Our efforts are said to be life-changing and life-
affirming. Knowing that a family now has a safe, warm place to live, running 
water, and no longer has to sleep on a dirt floor allows you to see why doing 
short-term missions is a blessing. Seeing a child with who previously suffered 
from a rotten tooth smile without pain after its extraction is heartwarming. 
Seeing a Mayan family treated by a doctor for the first time in their lives is a 
humbling experience for a mission team member. It is an opportunity to realize 
the very basic needs that go unmet for so many people in the world. 

God works in mysterious ways. Me, go on a mission? What can I do? I don’t 
have any skills! How about the rest of us? We have our love. We have our will to 
do good on Earth, to reap more than what we sow. We have our love of God. 
“Here I am Lord, send me.” As Paul wrote in Galatians 6:9-10, “ … let’s not allow 
ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At the right time we will harvest a good 
crop if we don’t give up, or quit. Right now, therefore, every time we get the 
chance, let us work for the benefit of all … .”

Prayer: Dear Lord, give missionaries the resources they need to do 
the work to which you called them. Bless them. Meet their ministerial 

and personal needs to overflowing. Provide richly their emotional, spiritual, 
emotional and physical needs. Go before them in glory and behind 

them in power; surround them with your faithfulness. Amen. 

Frank Leonard
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm 124
 Genesis 9:1-17
 Hebrews 11:32-40



November 30

God’s Compassion and Grace
Oh, blessed be God! He didn’t go off and leave us. He didn’t abandon 

us defenseless, helpless as a rabbit in a pack of snarling dogs. 
Psalm 124:6, The Message

This particular Psalm was a song, written by David, for the people to sing on 
their journey into Jerusalem. They were traveling into the city to celebrate the 
end of a war. The text makes it very clear that they put their full hope in God, 
something we’re very reluctant to do. I think this scripture can be easily applied 
to the season of the coming of the Christ child. 

It would have been just as easy for God to let us continue to suffer, but instead 
he sent his Son to save us from ourselves. It has been said that compassion is 
something seldom experienced in a world filled with indifference and cruelty. 
God’s grace is fundamentally different from anything else we encounter in our 
human lives. 

At times it can be difficult to fully comprehend this level of undeserved 
forgiveness, compassion, and commitment. Isaiah 54:10, says, “My love won’t 
walk away from you, my covenant commitment of peace won’t fall apart. The 
God who has compassion says it’s so.” 

Something that is not always the focus of the Advent season is the theme of 
constant, prevailing Grace. We focus mostly on God’s love for us: God loves us, 
so he sent his Son (which is a vitally important part of understanding Advent). 
But also, God was compassionate, so he gave us a part of himself in order to set 
us back on track.

 I’d like to encourage everyone to think about when they’ve been shown 
unconditional grace, by both God and people. I’d also like to challenge the 
Trinity congregation to model the grace and compassion we’ve been shown 
this Advent and into the new year.

Prayer: Compassionate God, Thank you for all of the grace that 
you show us during our lives, but especially during the advent season. 

Strengthen us so that we could be a reflection of your 
compassion to others over the next several weeks. Amen.

Hannah Prasse
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm 124
 Isaiah 54:1-10
 Matthew 24:23-35



December 1

Answered Prayers
Be rainfall on cut grass, earth-refreshing rain showers. 

Let righteousness burst until the moon fades to nothing. 
Psalm 72:6-7, The Message

There are times in our lives when anxiety seems to dominate a part of an hour, 
day(s) or even more. We may know the reason why and at other times cannot 
figure out why the strange feelings. Going to the physician for test results, 
waiting for a call about an ill family member, or even anticipating the arrival of a 
new grandchild can cause the body to respond in strange and unfamiliar ways.

I recall a time long ago when my family experienced the stress that comes 
with anxiety: The southern sun had beamed down on the hot, dry and sandy 
earth. Rain was nowhere in sight and the crops were wilting. My grandparents 
and the whole family were worried and anxious that the income from the sale of 
the crops would be lost. Eventually, the rains came, the parched earth became 
wet and the plants stood tall, reaching for the sky. An unspoken calmness and 
joy came over our family. Prayers had been answered.

I remember another anxious but exciting time while in elementary school: 
As the Christmas season approached, preparations began at the three-room 
country school for the Christmas play. All of the sixty or so children waited for 
that special night and the special treats provided by the teachers. After the 
program was over, relief and joy filled the room. Those happy times are not 
forgotten.

Stress and anxieties creep into our lives and we sometimes do not recognize 
why. It is calming to remember that God cares for us. What a wonderful feeling 
to know, as Solomon wrote in Psalm 72, “He is like the rain that falls on the 
mown grass, like showers water the earth!”

Prayer: Dear God, strengthen me that I keep the faith and remember that 
you know my every need. Help me to remain calm so that I can receive your 

messages. Help me to be conscious of your presence and love. Amen

Edna Bennett
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm 72:18-19
 Isaiah 4:2-6
 Acts 1:12-17; 21-26



       December 2

Honest and Fair Leadership
Give the gift of wise rule to the king, O God, the gift of just rule to 
the crown prince. May he judge your people rightly, be honorable 

to your meek and lowly. Let the mountains give exuberant witness, 
shape the hills with the contours of right living. 

Psalm 72:1-3, The Message 

Each year, I approach the Advent season with appreciation of the hope 
that the birth of Jesus brought to the world. From the humble beginnings in 
the manger of Bethlehem came a religious philosophy based on the principle 
that all persons have value, and so we are commanded to love our neighbor 
as ourselves and to live out our lives in service to others. In our country, and 
around the world, individuals motivated by this principle have fought against 
discriminatory treatment of others: for the abolition of the institution of slavery, 
civil rights for all persons within a society, economic rights for the exploited. The 
results are uneven in their success, and much remains to be done.

During this Advent season, we will be transitioning to new political leaders in 
our own country. The choosing of these leaders has not been a pretty process, and 
the Christian ideal of showing love to our neighbors, including those with whom 
we disagree, has been given faint allegiance by the participants. But, the choices 
have been made, and, as in times of turmoil in the past, these leaders will be 
tasked with defining the level of social justice within our society and finding the 
resources necessary to implement that vision. What programs are truly needed? 
Which programs merely pander to a constituency of those seeking power? Do 
the proposals reduce our economic power to sustain them? Do they drain the 
Treasury, making our country beholden to others in the future? Does the current 
benefit pose a danger to the long-term stability of our society by failing to 
address the needs of all affected by the solution proposed? Have the proposals 
been presented honestly to the citizenry and its decision-makers, or is there 
intent to mislead them in order that a politician can claim an accomplishment?

Prayer: Dear Lord, please help our leaders as they make policy decisions 
for our nation. Guide them in their actions as they define the level of 

social justice found in our nation. Help them to be honest and fair, 
just like you, with all your people whatever their circumstances. 

As a citizen charged with choosing these leaders, help motivate me to 
learn the principles of history, science, economics, religious and moral 

philosophy that are needed to participate with knowledge in the selection of 
our leaders. Motivate me to participate as a leader in the processes of defining 
our concepts of social justice. And, help me to love and serve my neighbor as 

myself, affording dignity and respect to all others in my daily living. Amen. 

Gary Cherry
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19, Isaiah 30:19-26, Acts 13:16-25 



December 3

The Long Expected Gif t
Thunder in the desert! “Prepare for God’s arrival! Make the road 

straight and smooth, a highway fit for our God.” 
Isaiah 40:3, The Message

I remember as a young child, sitting alone in our dark living room, watching 
the twinkling lights of the Christmas tree and listening to Christmas music. I was 
so full of wonder and excitement I could hardly stand it. Wonder at the beautiful 
decorations, colors, and sounds of the season. Excitement at anticipating the 
wonderful gifts I was sure to receive on Christmas Day. I would be the envy of 
all of my friends as I described my gifts from Santa.

I still enjoy sitting quietly alone in my dark living room watching the lights 
on the tree and listening to Christmas carols. However, now my thoughts 
turn with anticipation to the birth of the Christ child. It is nice to set aside 
the pandemonium of the commercial side of Christmas to focus on its true 
meaning; to spend time reading the words of Isaiah telling us to “…prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God” (Isaiah 
40:3). And in Psalms, the description of a perfect king, and looking forward to 
the endless reign of the Messiah, who alone can rule with perfect justice and 
whose citizens will enjoy perfect peace. (Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19). Then, to read 
the testimony of John who confessed, “I am the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness, ‘make straight the way of the Lord’” (John 1:23). God was telling us 
to anticipate and celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, even in the Old Testament.

Prayer: Dear Lord, as we enter the Advent season, let us take time to prepare 
the way in our lives and hearts for the greatest gift of all, as we anticipate the 

birth of your son, our savior, the Messiah, and the perfect king. Amen.

Jayne Mittan
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm. 72:1-7; 18-19
 Isaiah 40:1-11
 John 1:19-28



December 4

A Little Child Shall Lead Them
Charlie Brown: “Isn’t there anyone who knows what Christmas is all about?”
Linus: “Sure, Charlie Brown, I can tell you what Christmas is all about. 
Lights, please …

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And 
the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was 
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to 
God in the highest, and on Earth peace, good will toward men.

That’s what Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.”*

I was a second grader in Santa Barbara when A Charlie Brown Christmas first 
aired. I’d waited for weeks. I was a very big fan. Charlie Brown is charged with 
directing the Christmas pageant, and with buying a Christmas tree for the group. 
Things do not go well, of course. Charlie Brown concludes that commercialism has 
ruined Christmas. The climax comes with his anguished cry about the forgotten 
meaning of Christmas. Linus steps into a single spotlight – clutching his blanket – 
and recites Luke’s account of the birth of Jesus (Luke 2:8-14). All conflicts are then 
resolved. The story has a happy ending and everyone breaks into “Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing.”

Charles M. Schulz made no apologies for his Christianity. I am glad. We didn’t 
have a Bible in our house in 1965, but we had every collection of Peanuts cartoon 
strips then in print. At least once each year Linus reminded me of what Christmas 
celebrates. I finally read the Gospels for myself 20 years later. There was one part I 
knew pretty well.

We are reminded in the New and Old Testaments that the coming of the Messiah 
was foretold many, many years before the first Christmas in Isaiah 11:1-2, 6 and 
10: “A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots…The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid, and a little child shall lead them…On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as 
a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious.”

Prayer: Father thank you for the gifts of your Son and of your Holy Spirit; for 
the gifts of thoughtfulness and kindness, of hope and of joy that seem more 

abundant during this time of year. Thank you for continually showing us 
how much you love us, and for reminding us to pass that love along. Amen.

Judson H. Orrick
Additional Scripture Readings: Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12

*A Charlie Brown Christmas script taken from: Mendelson, L., Schulz, C. M., 
Melendez, B., Guaraldi, V., Gillis, R.T., Benoit, D., McCann, C., ... Warner Home Video 
(Firm). (2008). A Charlie Brown Christmas. Burbank, Calif: Warner Home Video. 



December 5

A Message of Love 
Regarding life together and getting along with each other, you 

don’t need me to tell you what to do. You’re God-taught in these 
matters. Just love one another! You’re already good at it;

 your friends all over the province of Macedonia are the evidence. 
Keep it up; get better and better at it. 
1 Thessalonians 4:9-10, The Message 

One of the most important messages that I take from the coming of Christ is 
the message of love. Loving one another, loving yourself, and loving God. Jesus’ 
time on earth brought so much love and gave each and every person a goal to 
strive for in his or her own life. As hard as it may be to love during a difficult time 
or to show love to someone with whom you don’t get along, we can ask God for 
his help and lean on him during our tough times. You can’t always figure it out 
by yourself, but all you have to do is ask God and he will give you everything 
you need.

The awesome thing about faith is believing without having to see anything. 
On the other hand, faith can be a really hard concept to hold onto. It’s something 
that I struggle with daily, but I’ve learned that taking examples from the life of 
Christ and applying them to my own life can be really helpful. It helps to better 
understand what God is doing in my own life and helps grow my relationship 
with Him. That is one reason God gave the life of Jesus to the people on earth. 
He wants us to strive for a life full of Him and to constantly be trying to grow 
the kingdom bigger and bigger. He loves us so much that his one and only 
son died on a cross so that we could be forgiven of our sins and live with an 
everlasting joy. Spread God’s love to others so that others can experience the 
joy of belonging to an amazing God!

    
Prayer: Gracious God, we thank you for the gift of Jesus, who 

teaches us how to love. Help us to continually apply your 
love to our thoughts, our words, and our actions. Amen. 

Shelby Merlau
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm 21
 Isaiah 24:1-16a
 I Thessalonians 4:1-21



December 6

What is your Heart’s Desire?
Your strength, God, is the king’s strength. Helped, he’s hollering 

Hosannas. You gave him exactly what he wanted; You didn’t hold 
back. You filled his arms with gifts; you gave him a right royal 
welcome. He wanted a good life; you gave it to him, and then 

made it a long life as a bonus. Psalm 21:2-4 , The Message 

There are so many lists! Bucket lists, shopping lists, “to do” lists. By now, some 
children have written their letters to Santa, and made a list of their heart’s 
desires. Now they wait eagerly for the surprises they will find on Christmas Day. 
Perhaps we can take a moment from our busy schedules this time of year and 
make a list of our own heart’s desires. We can think of the many blessings we 
have been given, and be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit to show us how 
we can use our list to be a blessing to others in our church, our community 
and throughout the world. Trinity’s vision For Tomorrow’s Harvest, Goal #3 is to 
Shine as Christ’s Light. With that in mind, our heart’s desire list might include 
our hope to:

• shine brightly in this world and encourage someone who is discouraged or   
 hurting today.

• praise and thank God for being our Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel (Isaiah 41).
• know Jesus personally, through reading our Bible and praying on a regular basis.
• invite a neighbor, co-worker or friend to a church service or special activity.
• go on a mission trip, (local or abroad).
• share the Good News of the Gospel.
• do good. As John Wesley said: “Do all the good you can, by all the means you can, 

  in all the ways you can, in all the places you can, at all the times you can, to all the 
  people you can, as long as ever you can.” 

• live our lives in such a way that others will see the love of Jesus shining through us. 
• live joyfully, knowing that we have eternal life and will live with Christ forever. 
Get out your iPad, go old school and use pencil and paper, use an app, 

whatever it takes, but make your own list, “check it twice” (couldn’t resist that), 
and live a life that shines bright with the light of Christ! 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for loving us so much that 
You would send Your heart’s desire; Jesus Christ. We praise you for 
washing our sins away and filling us with the joy of Your salvation. 

Forgive us when we get so busy that we neglect the true purpose of this 
glorious Advent season. Help us each day to be sensitive to others’ 

needs and share the love of Christ in all we do and say. Amen.

Cindy Repasky
Additional Scripture Readings: 
  Psalm 21, Isaiah 41:14-20, Romans 15:14-21



December 7

A Tree and Its Fruit
If you grow a healthy tree, you’ll pick healthy fruit. If you grow a 

diseased tree, you’ll pick worm-eaten fruit. The fruit tells you about 
the tree. You have minds like a snake pit! How do you suppose 

what you say is worth anything when you are so foul-minded? It’s 
your heart, not the dictionary that gives meaning to your words. A 
good person produces good deeds and words season after season. 

Matthew 12:33-37, The Message 

To comprehend Jesus’ meaning in these verses from Matthew, one must 
understand the context in which they were set (see Matthew 12: 22-32). The 
Pharisees were attempting to discredit Jesus by stating that he was in league 
with Satan rather than the Spirit of God when he cast out demons that made a 
man blind and mute. Jesus made the point that evil persons often speak good 
things for evil purpose. The Pharisees claimed to be holy and doing good 
works, yet, they said evil things by charging that Jesus was aided by Satan 
when He performed miracles. Jesus’ response: A good person is one who is a 
believer who has the grace of God in him. Like the fruit of the good tree, good 
persons are known by their good works. By their words they speak of God’s 
glory and grace. 

This message is equally relevant today. Persons with evil intent often use the 
good words of the Bible to validate their actions. Ultimately, we are judged 
more by what we do as common practice. And, what we say is directly the 
result of what we practice. Indeed, we are known by the fruit of our tree. 

Prayer: Dear Lord, provide me with guidance to discern right from 
evil that my service to Your kingdom may produce good fruit. Make 

my ear attentive to the wisdom which produces a loving heart for You 
and my neighbor. In the name of Christ, I am your humble servant.

Sam Rogers
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm 21
 Genesis 15:1-18
 Matthew 12:33-37



December 8

God’s Mercy: Our Example for Living
…put your hope in God and know real blessing! 
God made sky and soil, sea and all the fish in it. 

He always does what he says - 
He defends the wronged, He feeds the hungry... 

Psalm 146:5–7, The Message

As we reflect during this season of Advent, I cannot help but think about 
how relevant these verses of Psalm 146 are to our world and lives today. It is so 
reassuring and refreshing to know that God watches over us.

Although the Bible does not give a specific date for the birth of Jesus Christ, 
we have set aside a time and season to celebrate His birth. Psalm 146 continues 
in verse 7 with, “God frees prisoners-he gives sight to the blind, he lifts up the 
fallen. God loves good people, protects strangers, takes the side of orphans 
and widows, but makes short work of the wicked.” As believers of Jesus Christ, 
we are called to lead by example and to love one another as Christ loved 
us. When Christ was born so many years ago, it was promised that, “God’s in 
charge-always. Zion’s God is God for good! Hallelujah!” – Psalm 146: 10. How 
wonderful that God sent his Son so that we may be saved!

Prayer: In a world so full of hate and turmoil, these verses clearly remind us 
that those who believe in Him will be protected and that those who choose 

to live with less love for mankind will have their wicked ways “brought to ruin.” 
Let us use this Advent season to reflect on God’s many wonderful promises 

and the true reason for the season. In Christ Jesus, Amen.

Jess Cloud
Additional Scripture Readings: 
 Psalm 146:5-10
 Ruth 1:6-18
 2 Peter 3:1-10



December 9

God, I Need Help!
…put your hope in GOD and know real blessing! 

GOD’s in charge-always. 
Zion’s God is God for good! Hallelujah!

Psalm 146:5, 10, The Message
Since everything here today might well be 

gone tomorrow, do you see how 
essential it is to live a holy life?

2 Peter 3:11, The Message

Way back, a good number of years ago, I experienced an occurrence in my life 
that I had thought would never happen. I found myself without employment, 
without a means of earning a living for my family. I was forced to begin my search 
for another job. Ironically, I always received the same response everywhere I 
went: “Oh Bud, you will have no trouble finding a job; with your credentials 
you’ll do fine.” But the same response produced no employment. I was running 
out of time; I was running out of severance pay; my mind was turning toward 
things I dare not mention; I was in desperation mode. One morning after my 
family had left for work, and/or school, I found myself literally sliding down our 
bedroom wall and crying out, ”GOD, I NEED HELP!” 

I had never before had to call on God in that way. Then, suddenly things 
changed; job openings occurred like I would have never dreamed. Life got 
better. Hope for the future was good. Before, my attitude was, “I could handle 
it myself; I can do it.” No doubt, many of us have experienced conditions or 
instances similar to mine. However, when we search the Scriptures, and seek 
the guidance of God Almighty through Jesus Christ, we find a totally different 
result instead of our self-serving attitude.

The verse quoted above from 2 Peter is so very true: “Since everything here 
today might well be gone tomorrow, do you see how essential it is to live a holy 
life?” We need not worry or fret about what “stuff” we have, or need, or want, 
or our circumstances, or what tomorrow will bring. God, through His infinite 
grace, love and caring for us will carry us through. We don’t have to cry out, 
“God I need help,” but rather, “Thank you God, for you have always cared for, 
and always will, look after your people.” As the Psalmist said, “God’s in charge--
always. Zion’s God is God for good! Hallelujah!” 

Prayer: God of Grace, God of Glory, grant us peace and assurance that can 
only come from You. May we continue to grow in grace and understanding 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ. In our daily living, may our lives be those of love, 
caring and praise to You. In the strong name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Edward (Bud) Glenn
Additional Scripture Readings: Ruth 4:13-17, Psalm 146:5-10, 2 Peter 3:11-18



December 10
   

The Gif t Is Life
(The Messiah) will ignite the kingdom life, a fire, 

the Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out. 
Luke 3:16,The Message

I was surprised to see that my day to write the Advent reflection was my own 
birthday! My family’s story has it that mothers were kept in hospital for two weeks, 
at least back 85 years ago when I came along. So, I was brought home and placed 
under the Christmas tree in a basket, where my sister first saw me on Christmas 
morning. She thought I was a gift. Remembering that makes me wonder if all 
these years I’ve held deep inside somewhere the awesome knowledge that 
someone saw me as a gift. And, if the expectations and obligations this imposes 
somehow influenced me, subconsciously, on my journey.

But why tell you that? Because Advent is about the birth of a child that truly 
was a gift; the greatest gift ever given. For Christians that “gift” was Jesus, the 
human life in which the will of God was most perfectly lived out, and through 
whom the word of God was spoken. But the wonderful news is that all of us 
are lives in whom and through whom God can live and work. Jesus told his 
disciples that very thing: All that the Father has is mine. All that God is, I am. 
Now I give it to you...the gift of the Holy Spirit. Grasp it, share it…my gift to you 
is life!

He came that we might have life. To have life-- not to become religious, not to 
achieve moral purity, not to win the contest for doctrinal authority, but to have 
LIFE. And that life frees us to love beyond the boundaries of fear that separate 
us from ourselves and each other. To be Christian is to accept the gift. Not just 
to believe the message, but to LIVE it.

Prayer: Giver of life, open us to receive your Holy Spirit, and to 
become gifts ourselves as we share your love with others. Amen.

Liz Smith
Additional Scripture Readings: 
 Psalm 146:5-10
 1 Samuel 2:1-8
 Luke 3:1-18.



December 11

A Day for Rejoicing
Tell fearful souls, “Courage! Take heart!

God is here, right here, on his way to put things 
right and redress all wrongs. 

 He’s on his way! He’ll save you!”
Isaiah 35: 3-4, The Message

If you’re like me, right about now the reality of the holiday season is hitting 
hard. There’s too many things to do and not enough time or money to 
complete them. There can be so much pressure around the holiday season that 
sometimes we lose sight of what it’s all about and get lost in the shuffle.

We all have heard the reminders to slow down and appreciate the holiday 
season; to focus on Jesus throughout the madness. However, I challenge you, 
as Isaiah challenges all of us, to take it further. Don’t just appreciate-- rejoice! 
Intentionally and mindfully rejoice!

Today a family will stand up in front of the church and read a simple, lovely, 
and predictable scripture. They will light a beautiful candle and a whole 
congregation of people will come together to appreciate and rejoice in God’s 
love. Let this set the pace for the rest of the day.

Today is now for rejoicing-- for coming together and loving and appreciating 
and celebrating with grateful hearts. Rejoice in little ways. Rejoice when a 
breeze blows. Rejoice for working organs and for health. Rejoice not only for 
the company of others, but for the company you keep yourself. Rejoice in the 
splendor of the world. Rejoice in the fact that we are living in God’s world and 
in his image. Rejoice for the past and for the future. Rejoice for the coming of 
the Lord, for this celebration is truly what Christmas is about.

Prayer: Lord, today help me to be led by compassion, guided by kindness, 
and overwhelmed by gratefulness and peace as I rejoice in your name. Amen.

Emily Snowden
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Isaiah 35:1-10
 Psalm 146:5-10
 Luke 1: 46b-55
 James 5:7-10
 Matthew 11:2-11



December 12

Hope Conquers Evil
At that time the deaf will hear word for word what’s been written.

After a lifetime in the dark, the blind will see.
 The castoffs of society will be laughing and dancing in God, 

The down-and-outs shouting praise to The Holy of Israel.
For there’ll be no more gangs on the street, 

cynical scoffers will be an extinct species. 
Those who never missed a chance to hurt or 

demean will never be heard of again.
Isaiah 29:20-21, The Message

It is a complex world. Powerful world economies with rock solid security are 
collapsing. Violence, so horrific we cannot fathom it, is a daily occurrence. The 
environment, abused for decades, is finally disintegrating. Hideous injustices 
continue to be disguised by politicians. What can we do to stop this chain of evil?

In the season of Advent, we are celebrating the coming of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. It is a time of great hope for God’s Kingdom to do right. It is a time for us 
to do right. It is a time for action, not indifference. 

God made an individual covenant with each of us. We are to make His 
creation into all that He planned for it to be. To do this, we must open our 
hearts to those who are different from us. We must be mindful of those around 
us, recognizing their fears, their needs, and their relationships with God. We 
must help guarantee the continued beauty and functionality of our planet. We 
must demand justice for all. We must love God and one another.

During Advent, we can make a special effort to carry out God’s plan. We 
can accept and even be appreciative of the differences among the people of 
this world. We are all children of God. Thank God for the variety found in His 
Kingdom, for it makes us what we are. 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for the magnificent world you 
created. In this Advent season, let the Spirit guide us so that we may live our 

lives in a way that makes your Kingdom into the place you intended. Channel 
us toward hope for your kingdom by opening our minds to recognize the 

needs of others. Forgive us when we fail to try to understand those who are 
different from us. Help us to not only be mindful of those around us, but to 

also reach out to them and love them. Through our Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.         Princess Palmer
Additional Scripture Readings: Psalms 42, Isaiah 29:17-24, Acts 5:12-16



December 13

A Gif t of Love and Peace
Go easy on those who hesitate in the faith. Go after those who 
take the wrong way. Be tender with sinners, but not soft on sin. 

Jude: 22-23, The Message

As the days of Advent slip past, it’s difficult not to become overwhelmed with 
our preparations for Christmas: decorate the tree; string lights on the house; 
find the perfect gift for everyone on our list; organize a holiday party; finalize 
travel plans… the list could fill this page. Christmas traditions can be a lot of 
fun, but they can also be the source of stress and bring out the worst in us: 
selfishness, impatience, entitlement.

As Christians, we know that we’re supposed to be celebrating the gift of 
baby Jesus - a gift that will teach us how to love one another and live in peace. 
When I feel overwhelmed, I take a moment to remember this, and I always feel 
better. I also try to share that peace with others; show a bit more patience, a bit 
more forgiveness, a friendly smile… A modest gesture of compassion can do 
amazing things. It can even open the heart of a non-believer to the love that 
we know through Christ.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, open our hearts and calm our souls. 
Please grant us the patience we need to share Jesus’ love 

with the world, especially with those who don’t believe. Amen.

Jonathan Leach
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm 42
 Ezekiel 47: 1-12 



December 14

Our Hope Is in God
Why are you down in the dumps, dear Soul? 

Why are you crying the blues?
Fix my eyes on God-- 

Soon I’ll be praising again. He puts a smile on my face.
He’s my God. Psalm 42:11, The Message

The sentiments expressed by this psalmist centuries ago could just as easily 
have been written by someone today. While we may not readily identify with 
people who live under enemy occupation or a repressive regime, or who 
fear for their lives on a daily basis or lack the freedom to worship, there are a 
myriad of ways in which we may feel oppressed and wonder if we have been 
abandoned by God. Oppression in our lives may be manifested in such forms 
as illness, disability, addiction, financial struggles, or damaging relationships. 

One of the most challenging situations I’ve experienced was working for 
someone who was manipulative, unpredictable, and at times downright 
mean. People in the organization felt oppressed, voiceless, intimidated, and 
powerless. It was a difficult time, and we lost many good employees. 

Like the psalmist, though, when we experience struggles or face problems, 
we can put our hope in God and know that He is with us. It is this hope and faith 
that can carry us through the darkest times into the light. Advent reminds us 
that we are called to be a people of hope, radiating that hope through our lives.

Prayer: Loving, faithful God, help us to remain your hopeful and devoted 
followers today and every day, and especially during trying times in our lives. 

Remind us through this Advent season of the hope that the birth of Jesus 
brings and help us to share this hope with the world. Amen. 

Gloria Colvin
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm 42
 Zechariah 8: 1-17
 Matthew. 8: 14-17; 28-34



December 15

Praise Through Prayer
This is what makes you so great, Master God! There is none like you, 

no God but you, nothing to compare with what we’ve heard with 
our own ears. 2 Samuel 7:22, The Message

The verse above is the beginning of the prayer David said when he was told 
the prophecy of his life and the temple he was to build. In this prayer, David 
goes on to accept this prophecy. And, he praises God for His promise. 

When I think of praise, I usually think of singing songs during church or at 
praise time during youth. I feel like that is the most common way of praise. 
However, the Bible tells us we should also praise God when we pray. For 
example, when Jesus teaches the disciples The Lord’s Prayer, he starts off by 
saying God is hallowed. 

Start your prayers with any word of praise for God. There are many ways to 
do it. Remember to pray multiple times a day. Find a place in which you are 
comfortable and won’t be distracted. Remember to praise Him, thank Him, ask 
for forgiveness, and always end your prayer with Amen. 

Try to think of praise as any way you can glorify God -whether it is through 
song, spreading his Word or prayer.

Prayer: Gracious, giving God, thank you for your blessings. 
Help us to glorify your name every day. Let us grow 

closer to you and become true disciples. Amen.
 Jay McDuf fie
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
 2 Samuel 7:1-22
 Galatians 3:23-29



 December 16

God, Come Back!
God, God of the Angel Armies, how long will 

you smolder like a sleeping volcano
While your people call for fire and brimstone?

You put us on a diet of tears, bucket 
after bucket of salty tears to drink

You make us look ridiculous to our friends; 
Our enemies poke fun day after day

God of the Angel Armies, come back!
Smile your blessing smile; That will be our salvation. 

Psalm 80:4-7, The Message

There are times when we feel unmoored, woefully alone, frightened by 
doubt or uncertainty. We feel the longing of our hearts, the hunger of our souls. 
We yearn for purpose or comfort. When impenetrable darkness reigns in our 
minds, our seeking seems to bring only more tears and sorrow. Our enemies 
– familiar self doubts, resentment, fear – weave an inescapable web. In these 
dark hours, when we are most despairing, when we cannot will ourselves to be 
grateful, we feel most unworthy of God’s grace. 

Feeling hopeless, we vent our anger to God. Uttering a broken cry for 
help, so often the last resort, is the beginning of healing. There in that plea 
is hope. There is the evidence of the flame burning inside us that will not be 
extinguished. It is God’s great mercy that He does not turn away but turns us 
again to the source of comfort and strength for the spirit. In that moment, we 
may not see the path forward any more clearly but we begin to remember that 
we are not alone. We have turned to God and God has turned us again to the 
light that is the love of Christ.

Prayer: O God, we thank you for loving us, abiding with us, guiding us. We 
pray today for healing and comfort for those who are lonely, despairing, 

frightened. Turn us again and again to you, Emmanuel, God with us. Amen.          Susan Bowers
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
 2 Samuel 7:18-22
 Galatians 4:1-7



December 17

Blessings and Goodness
“And now, Master God, being the God you are, speaking sure words 
as you do, and having just said this wonderful thing to me, please, 

just one more thing: Bless my family; keep your eye on them 
always. You’ve already as much as said that you would, Master God! 

Oh, may your blessing be on my family permanently!” 
2 Samuel 7:28-29, The Message

David’s prayer shows great affection toward God and honors Him as amazing 
because He blesses us even though we are so flawed. His word was spoken, 
His promise was given and we can count on that Word. We can progress with 
confident hope that we are blessed and will be supported to serve the Lord. 

I walk through my life counting on that “Word.” I believe that I am a blessed 
servant of the Lord and that I am here to serve so He can make this world a 
better place. Even in hardship I look up to the Lord for guidance and attempt 
to understand the guidance that the hardship experience might be giving me. 

His Word is true. He has promised us “goodness” and His “blessing of the 
house of the servant.” He lifts us up, guides us through stormy waters and 
guides us to the other side of the storm. When safely upon the shore of the 
new phase of our life, He lifts our heads and guides us to the new insights we 
were blessed to receive so we may serve better. With each storm we become 
stronger servants and are better equipped to serve. Let us go out and serve 
with all of our blessings; the world is in great need of servants. 

Prayer: O Heavenly Father, I thank you for all of your blessings and your 
guidance. Please continue to lift me up in your favor, to guide me to be the 

best I can be and make me more equipped to serve. Please continue to hold 
me through the storms of life to make me stronger and wiser. Amen          Jaqui Grif fith

Additional Scripture Readings:
 Psalm 80:1-7; 17-19
 2 Samuel 7:23-29
 John 3:31-36



December 18

Our Urgent Task
The sacred writings contain preliminary reports by the prophets on 
God’s Son. His descent from David roots him in history; his unique 

identity as Son of God was shown by the Spirit when Jesus was 
raised from the dead, setting him apart as the Messiah, our Master. 
Through him we received both the generous gift of his life and the 

urgent task of passing it on to others … . 
Romans 1: 2-5, The Message

There’s no big free Christmas lunch here in Paul’s letter to the Christians in 
Rome. We have been given God’s greatest gift to humankind, and we receive it 
by entering into obedient trust in Jesus. While explaining this to the church in 
Rome, Paul declared himself “a devoted slave of Jesus Christ on assignment to 
proclaim God’s words and acts.”

What does the gift of the Christ child call us to do in response? How can we 
spread the good news of God’s Son to others? During his short ministry on 
earth, Jesus witnessed what it means to be the Servant Messiah, bringing the 
good news to those who needed it most: the poor, the brokenhearted, captives 
and prisoners. 

 As we read the scriptures we see that these are the people who are most 
open to learning about the hope and salvation that accompanied God’s gift 
to us. Think of people in the broadest meanings of those terms and you may 
recognize that almost everyone you meet has a need that can be met in part 
by a smile, an encouraging comment or liberating message, a kind deed, an 
invitation to your church or Sunday school class, a shared meal or a warm coat 
on a cold day. 

Abide in God’s goodness and love this Advent Season, and pass it on!

Prayer: What gift can I bring to the Child sleeping there in the manger, Lord? 
All that I have is His, be it unpolished, awkward, and sometimes afraid. 

Fill me with the fire and confidence of your Holy Spirit 
as I accept the loving gift of the Messiah. Amen

Linda Yates
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Isaiah 7: 10-16
 Psalm 80: 1-7; 17-19
 Romans 1: 1-7
 Matthew 1: 18-25



December 19

From Enslaved to Rescued
Earlier, before you knew God personally, you were enslaved to so 

called gods that had nothing of the divine about them. But now you 
know the real God---or rather since God knows you---how can you 

possibly subject yourselves again to those paper tigers?
Galatians 4:8-9, The Message

Paul also wrote in Galatians, “My authority for writing to you does not come 
from any popular vote of the people, nor does it come through the appointment 
of some human higher up. It comes direct from Jesus the Messiah and God the 
Father, who raised him from the dead. I’m God commissioned. So I greet you 
with the great words, grace and peace! We know the meaning of those words 
because Jesus Christ rescued us from this evil world we’re in by offering himself 
as a sacrifice for our sins. God’s plan is that we all experience that rescue. Glory 
to God forever! Oh, yes!” (Galatians 1:1-5)

The above verses came from The Message Bible by Eugene H. Peterson. 
Peterson discovered when he became a pastor that his people were NOT 
interested in reading, much less studying the Bible. The Message was a 40-year 
“labor of love” in bringing God’s Word to his congregation. In his introduction to 
Galatians, Peterson explains that Paul learned at his conversion that Jesus is “a 
personal savior who set us free…from within.” When Paul found out that some 
“old school” religious leaders were “herding all these freedom-loving Christians 
back into religious rules and regulations” he was furious. You will notice the 
words “enslaved” and “rescued” in the verses above. Paul helped them and us 
understand “God’s gift of freedom.”

Prayer: “May what our Master Jesus Christ gives freely be deeply 
and personally yours, my friends. Oh, yes! Galatians 6:18

Martha Tilden
Additional Scripture Readings: 
 I Samuel 2:1-10
 Genesis 17:15-22
 Galatians 4:8-20        

 



December 20

Picturing Freedom in Christ
For in Christ, neither our most conscientious religion nor 

disregard of religion amounts to anything. What matters is 
something far more interior: faith expressed in love. 

 Galatians 5:6, The Message

In Galatians 4 and 5, Paul continues with his earlier discussion of what it 
means to be free in Christ. Contrasting the children of a free woman (Sarah) 
to those of a slave woman (Hagar), he explains that we, through Christ, are no 
longer bound by the law. But, lest we overcorrect, he admonishes us to refrain 
from becoming so indifferent that we fall away from God and His love. 

I’m a visual learner. As I read these chapters, I pictured slaves and lost 
wanderers. And, as I thought and composed, I sketched a diagram in the margin 
of my Bible: a continuum with two choices, each at opposing ends. On one side, 
a religion beholden to the law, as a slave is bound by the master. On the other 
side, a disregard of religion such that we are completely separated from God. 
Religious rigidity on one end, disregard for God on the other. 

But, as worshippers of the Christ Child this Advent season, what should our 
Christianity look like? Thankfully, Paul sums it up a bit farther on in Galatians 
(5:16) in Eugene Peterson’s The Message: “…Live freely, animated and motivated 
by God’s Spirit.” What a beautiful way of describing what a Christian looks like! 
God’s gift of Jesus was the embodiment of His love. And if we allow that love 
to live in us and through us, we will neither be slaves, nor lost wanderers, but 
vibrant and inspired followers of Christ. 

Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for giving us the freedom to 
love you instead of forcing us to. Although we fall short, may we 

continually seek to live animated and motivated by your Spirit. Amen

Diane Kroeger
Additional Scripture Readings:
 I Samuel 2:1-10
 Genesis 21:1-21
 Galatians 4:21-5:1



December 21

Abraham’s Seed
The family tree of Jesus Christ, David’s son, Abraham’s son. 

Matthew 1:1, The Message

My family has deep roots in America. Peregrine White, an ancestor of mine 
by way of a Native American, was the first baby born to the Pilgrims in America. 
I cried when I saw his crib at the Plymouth Museum. The reality of Susanna 
White, a pregnant woman, boarding a ship hit me hard. A woman possibly 
filled with fear of the unknown, but also with hope for the future.

Now I’ll be honest. In the past, the names in the genealogical list never 
really spoke to me. These records were crucial to the Israelites because they 
determined who could hold an office. This lineage legitimizes Jesus’ claim 
to David’s throne. Notice Rahab and Ruth are included. These women were 
mothers much like Susanna White, or me. Jesus was heir by birth to a throne on 
earth and in heaven, but he came from a long line of humans! 

 It’s easy to think people who make history are somehow better or braver 
than us. The Pilgrims didn’t set out to make history. They just walked in faith, 
much like Ruth. Thomas Edison said, “If we all did the things we are capable of 
doing, we would literally astound ourselves.” 

Galatians 3:29 tells us, “If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, 
and heirs according to the promise.” This Christmas let’s step out in faith, be 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and astound others with our love, faithfulness and 
joy. After all, we also come from a line of Kings!

Prayer: God our Father, when we show our human heritage by 
falling short, restore us with your unfailing forgiveness. Empower 
us to be ambassadors of love in a world of greed. Remind us that 

our roots are established in an unending source of love and strength. 

Sarah Watters
Additional Scripture Readings: 
 1 Samuel 2:1-10 
 Genesis 37:2-11 
 Matthew 1:1-17 
       



December 22

God’s Great Love Magnified in our Hearts
And Mary said, ‘I’m bursting with God-news;

I’m dancing the song of my Savior God.’
Luke 1: 46-47, The Message

Mary’s Song, the Magnificat (from the Latin) is a Christian hymn of praise and 
adoration. It is recorded in its entirety in Luke 1: 46-55; the response of Mary at 
the very time, standing in Elizabeth’s home, when she fully accepted God’s will 
and blessing for her life. Although Mary was but a young girl from Nazareth, it 
was with poise and an astonishing understanding of who God is, that she sang, 
from her heart, mind and soul, her beautiful song. Her knowledge of the Word 
proves with certainty she was brought up in a righteous Jewish home. Young, 
unmarried, probably illiterate, Mary was exceptional in every way that counted!

She was aware of her seemingly undeserving state, her “unworthiness,” 
and expressed it in her personal testimony—praising Him, remembering 
how He had shown himself from generation to generation to be merciful, 
compassionate, just, faithful, Sovereign, and unchanging. She magnified the 
greatness and goodness of God!

When we magnify something, we see more, and we see it more clearly! The 
whole truth and the quality of it are set apart from the ordinary day-to-day 
seeing. In Mary’s Song we hear an anthem of praise to the glory of great God, 
Jehovah.

To this day, when we depend on God, His mercy and great love are magnified 
in our hearts and in our lives; it is “up close and personal!” So, praise Him, thank 
Him for our family, our church, and our country. Thank Him for the special music 
of Christmas, for Mary, for the scriptures, the night sky full of stars, and most 
especially for the promised one, the anointed one—Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

Prayer: Help us accept your calling, God, with tender, 
yielded, and un-conflicted hearts, singing your praises and 

magnifying your love as we seek to do your will. Amen

Linda Ann Phillips
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Luke 1:46b-55
 Isaiah 33:17-22
 Revelation 22:6-7; 18-20



December 23

Life Through Faith
The person who believes God, is set right 

by God-and that’s the real life. 
Galatians 3:11, The Message

Paul’s quote of the prophet Habakkuk says it all. We find God through life 
experience and incorporate that strength into our lives. I was blessed to grow 
up in a strong Methodist family. Our home was across the street from the 
Bainbridge First Methodist Church. The Activities Building is named for my 
father, J.O. Smith.

I never heard a negative message at my church, but those of love and 
tolerance. Having God’s spirit within me gave me the strength to deal with 
stress. After Eleanor and I married, we lived in the garage apartment of 
Bishop Arthur J. Moore while I finished Emory Medical School. We attended 
Grace Methodist Church at the time that the famous Dr. Charles Allen was the 
minister.

At each Sunday night service, there was an altar call and we were able to go 
down and pray for the week ahead. Taking time to talk with God helped us deal 
with struggles during residency in New York, Atlanta and beginning practice 
in Tallahassee.

As a physician, I have noted how patients who “live near the land” handle 
stress well. They see God in nature and realize that with his help they can 
overcome adversity. As we grow older, we especially need the trust in God that 
we call faith. Faith is the fuel that drives us forward. As we practice our faith, 
our church helps us “refuel” and connect with that inner strength given to us 
by God.

Prayer: God, give us inner strength to deal with each day. 
Help us be grateful for all that you have given us. Amen.

Orson Smith
Additional scripture readings:
 Luke 1:46b-55
 2 Samuel 7:18; 23-29
 Galatians 3:6-14



December 24

Nativity of the Lord
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

Isaiah 9:2, The Message

Bring gifts and celebrate, bow before the beauty of God,
Then to your knees—everyone worship

 Psalm 96:8-9, The Message

And Mary said, I’m bursting with God-news; 
I’m dancing the song of my Savior God.

Luke 1:46b, The Message

Anticipation. Miriam Webster defines it as “a feeling of excitement about 
something that is going to happen” and “the act of preparing for something.” 
Isn’t this what Christmas Eve is all about...er...should be all about? When did it 
become all about last minute buying frenzies and frantic meal preparations 
and “traditions” that, if not followed, will bring the world to an end? Ironically, 
non-Christians and occasional Christians participate in this bizarre ritual every 
year as well. Sadly, those of us who should understand and appreciate the fact 
that our gift has already been given to us also fall prey. 

Do you remember Christmas Eve when you were a child? The quiver of 
excitement at the thought of the next morning and the celebration of this 
wonderful day called Christmas? I don’t know about you, but it really wasn’t 
so much about the presents (we didn’t have many!) as it was the “specialness” 
of the day: Waking up to the smell of the turkey roasting, looking forward to 
Grandma and Grandpa’s arrival, board-games or cards around the table later 
on, and everyone just staying at home all day. 

As adults, do we still look to Christmas with anticipation, or are we dreading 
it because we still haven’t found the perfect gift for our spouse, or because 
the house is still a mess and “all those relatives” are coming, or...we are missing 
someone who won’t be with us this year...or any future years. If this is what 
Christmas is all about for you, then you will miss the thankful anticipation of 
Mary as she prepares for the birth of her son and our savior. You will miss the 
hopeful anticipation of the Israelites when Isaiah’s (60:1) prophecy pronounced, 
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you.” 
You will miss the joyful anticipation of the Psalmist (96:13) who said, “Let all 
creation rejoice before the Lord, for he comes.” No matter what, we are about 
to celebrate the birthday of Jesus Christ. I hope you are looking forward to 
tomorrow with thankful, hopeful and joyful anticipation!

Prayer: Lord, as we approach the celebration of your son’s birth, 
fill our hearts with joyful, hopeful and thankful hearts. Amen

Kathy Drake
Additional Scriptural Readings: Isaiah 9: 2-7; Psalm 96; Luke 2: 1-14, 15-20



December 25

What Really Matters
A Savior has just been born in David’s town, 

a Savior who is Messiah and Master.
 Luke 2:11, The Message

He was in the world, the world was there through him, 
and yet the world didn’t even notice. 

John 1:14, The Message

On a late June afternoon, I sat on the sand watching the Atlantic Ocean gently 
kiss the shore. At times I looked up at the sky’s cloudless blue expanse and at 
the rising silvery-white moon with its ragged, fuzzy bottom. Quietly I absorbed 
these wonders of God’s creation, feeling so blessed to enjoy them in peace. 

Occasionally a group of noisy seagulls whizzed by and broke the quiet, 
while very high up a small plane moved across the sky, closer and closer to the 
moon. Then to my amazement it flew right over the moon! A plane flew over 
the moon! I did not question whether that could really happen but just clapped 
my hands, and loved it!

Prompted then to ponder the Advent reflection I was to write for December 
25, I thought of Luke’s beautiful story of the birth of Jesus with angels, 
shepherds, manger, and a brilliant star. I sensed then that it does not really 
matter whether all of those sights and characters were history. 

What matters is that a baby was born on a day we call Christmas. A baby 
who became a man and changed forever our understanding of God and 
our relationship to God. Our hearts seem to beat with a different rhythm as 
celebration of that day comes near, and this year I think I might even clap my 
hands!

Prayer: Loving God and giver of the Word that became human, grant 
us a growing ability to recognize and love the great truths that comprise 

your Kingdom. Today is a day to experience the wonder of the 
birth of Christ and rejoice in it for all the days that follow. Amen. 

Dot Binger
Additional Readings: 
 Isaiah 62:6-12
 Psalm 97
 Titus 3:4-7
 Luke 2:1-7, 8-20
 Isaiah 52:7-10
 Psalm 98
 Hebrews 1:1-4, 5-12
 John 1:1-14
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