
December 11

A Day for Rejoicing
Tell fearful souls, “Courage! Take heart!

God is here, right here, on his way to put things 
right and redress all wrongs. 

 He’s on his way! He’ll save you!”
Isaiah 35: 3-4, The Message

If you’re like me, right about now the reality of the holiday season is hitting 
hard. There’s too many things to do and not enough time or money to 
complete them. There can be so much pressure around the holiday season that 
sometimes we lose sight of what it’s all about and get lost in the shuffle.

We all have heard the reminders to slow down and appreciate the holiday 
season; to focus on Jesus throughout the madness. However, I challenge you, 
as Isaiah challenges all of us, to take it further. Don’t just appreciate-- rejoice! 
Intentionally and mindfully rejoice!

Today a family will stand up in front of the church and read a simple, lovely, 
and predictable scripture. They will light a beautiful candle and a whole 
congregation of people will come together to appreciate and rejoice in God’s 
love. Let this set the pace for the rest of the day.

Today is now for rejoicing-- for coming together and loving and appreciating 
and celebrating with grateful hearts. Rejoice in little ways. Rejoice when a 
breeze blows. Rejoice for working organs and for health. Rejoice not only for 
the company of others, but for the company you keep yourself. Rejoice in the 
splendor of the world. Rejoice in the fact that we are living in God’s world and 
in his image. Rejoice for the past and for the future. Rejoice for the coming of 
the Lord, for this celebration is truly what Christmas is about.

Prayer: Lord, today help me to be led by compassion, guided by kindness, 
and overwhelmed by gratefulness and peace as I rejoice in your name. Amen.

Emily Snowden
Additional Scripture Readings:
 Isaiah 35:1-10
 Psalm 146:5-10
 Luke 1: 46b-55
 James 5:7-10
 Matthew 11:2-11


