
December 12

Hope Conquers Evil
At that time the deaf will hear word for word what’s been written.

After a lifetime in the dark, the blind will see.
 The castoffs of society will be laughing and dancing in God, 

The down-and-outs shouting praise to The Holy of Israel.
For there’ll be no more gangs on the street, 

cynical scoffers will be an extinct species. 
Those who never missed a chance to hurt or 

demean will never be heard of again.
Isaiah 29:20-21, The Message

It is a complex world. Powerful world economies with rock solid security are 
collapsing. Violence, so horrific we cannot fathom it, is a daily occurrence. The 
environment, abused for decades, is finally disintegrating. Hideous injustices 
continue to be disguised by politicians. What can we do to stop this chain of evil?

In the season of Advent, we are celebrating the coming of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. It is a time of great hope for God’s Kingdom to do right. It is a time for us 
to do right. It is a time for action, not indifference. 

God made an individual covenant with each of us. We are to make His 
creation into all that He planned for it to be. To do this, we must open our 
hearts to those who are different from us. We must be mindful of those around 
us, recognizing their fears, their needs, and their relationships with God. We 
must help guarantee the continued beauty and functionality of our planet. We 
must demand justice for all. We must love God and one another.

During Advent, we can make a special effort to carry out God’s plan. We 
can accept and even be appreciative of the differences among the people of 
this world. We are all children of God. Thank God for the variety found in His 
Kingdom, for it makes us what we are. 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for the magnificent world you 
created. In this Advent season, let the Spirit guide us so that we may live our 

lives in a way that makes your Kingdom into the place you intended. Channel 
us toward hope for your kingdom by opening our minds to recognize the 

needs of others. Forgive us when we fail to try to understand those who are 
different from us. Help us to not only be mindful of those around us, but to 

also reach out to them and love them. Through our Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.         Princess Palmer
Additional Scripture Readings: Psalms 42, Isaiah 29:17-24, Acts 5:12-16


