
December 21

Abraham’s Seed
The family tree of Jesus Christ, David’s son, Abraham’s son. 

Matthew 1:1, The Message

My family has deep roots in America. Peregrine White, an ancestor of mine 
by way of a Native American, was the first baby born to the Pilgrims in America. 
I cried when I saw his crib at the Plymouth Museum. The reality of Susanna 
White, a pregnant woman, boarding a ship hit me hard. A woman possibly 
filled with fear of the unknown, but also with hope for the future.

Now I’ll be honest. In the past, the names in the genealogical list never 
really spoke to me. These records were crucial to the Israelites because they 
determined who could hold an office. This lineage legitimizes Jesus’ claim 
to David’s throne. Notice Rahab and Ruth are included. These women were 
mothers much like Susanna White, or me. Jesus was heir by birth to a throne on 
earth and in heaven, but he came from a long line of humans! 

 It’s easy to think people who make history are somehow better or braver 
than us. The Pilgrims didn’t set out to make history. They just walked in faith, 
much like Ruth. Thomas Edison said, “If we all did the things we are capable of 
doing, we would literally astound ourselves.” 

Galatians 3:29 tells us, “If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, 
and heirs according to the promise.” This Christmas let’s step out in faith, be 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and astound others with our love, faithfulness and 
joy. After all, we also come from a line of Kings!

Prayer: God our Father, when we show our human heritage by 
falling short, restore us with your unfailing forgiveness. Empower 
us to be ambassadors of love in a world of greed. Remind us that 

our roots are established in an unending source of love and strength. 

Sarah Watters
Additional Scripture Readings: 
 1 Samuel 2:1-10 
 Genesis 37:2-11 
 Matthew 1:1-17 
       


