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Will You Be Ready?
So stay awake, alert. You have no idea what day your 

Master will show up. Matthew 24:44, The Message

Today is the first day of Advent, that period in the church year when we prepare 
for the coming into the world of God’s great gift of his only Son, our Savior. While 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus on December 25, today’s Scripture urges us to be 
ready to receive Him whenever it is that He comes into our own lives.

Some years ago a group of us from Trinity visited the Holy Land. After going 
to the site of the birthplace of the baby Jesus in the Church of the Nativity 
in Bethlehem, we gathered in a chapel. There we read the familiar story in 
Luke’s gospel, prayed together, and sang the first verse of “O Little Town of 
Bethlehem.” As we prepared to leave, a member of our group rose to remind us 
of the Gospel message in this verse of Phillips Brooks’ carol:

 
“How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear Him coming, but in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in.”

Advent encourages us, amidst our many distractions, to focus on receiving 
God’s gift of love and grace. The little child who came to us in Bethlehem is truly 
our Lord Emmanuel, “God with us.” Will your heart be open and ready to receive 
Him when He comes to you? 

Prayer: “O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.” Amen.

Rubie Butterworth
Additional Scripture Readings: 
 Isaiah: 2:1-5
 Psalm 122
 Romans 13:11-14
 Matthew 24:36-44


