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Come join us on Sunday, December 
2 as we begin the season of Advent with 
our 4th annual Hanging of the Greens 
service. 

The service will begin at 5 p.m. and 
there will be a potluck dinner immediately 
following in Moor Hall. Our Cherub choir, 
Netkids choirs, Youth choir, and Chancel 
Choir will help us fill the sanctuary 
with music and decorations. This is a 
wonderful time to celebrate the season and 
we hope you will be able to join us!

We will adorn the sanctuary with 
greenery, flowers, and candles. We will 
worship, hear readings and sing carols. 

Now, all we need is you, so make plans 
now for your family to attend this service. 
During the potluck dinner, we’ll have a carol 
sing-along, tree decorating, and fellowship. 

We want this to become a tradition at 
Trinity - we can’t do it without you!

Worship at Hanging of the Greens
Amy Leach
Hanging of the Greens Coordinator

Dan Drake
Madison Youth Ranch Liaison

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
Matthew 25:40

There are none who are the least if not 
the children who are separated from their 
parents. Remember them this Christmas 
season with a gift for a child at the Madison 
Youth Ranch, the north campus of the Florida 
United Methodist Children’s Home.

Providing gift cards is a tangible way 
we can help bring Christmas joy to these 
children. House parents will use a portion 
to purchase gifts the children can open on 
Christmas morning and some will be given 
to the children so that they can go shopping. 

Gift cards in increments of $10, $20 or $25 
are greatly appreciated. Especially useful and 
flexible are VISA, Master Card, or American 
Express gift cards 
or  some f rom 
Target, Walmart, 
Best Buy, or other 
m a j o r  c h a i n 
stores. 

Contributions 
or gift cards can 
be given to Dan 
Drake, Trinity ’s 
representative 
to the Children’s 
Home, or sent 

directly to the Madison Youth Ranch, P.O. 
Box 38, Pinetta, Fl 32350 (indicate that you’re 
from Trinity UMC, Tallahassee).

Alternative Christmas Giving Serves Others

Service of Hope 
and Remembrance

This  years’ Ser vice of  Hope 
and Remembrance, will  be on 
Wednesday, December 19 at 6:30 
p.m., and will be led by Director of 
Discipleship and Adult Ministries, Dr. 
Nick Quinton. 

A service of candlelight, music, 
meditation and prayer can help us pause 
for a moment to find hope and peace 
at a time when loss or absence of loved 
ones, of health, or of dreams, present 
an extra challenge. Please join us in the 
sanctuary for this special service.

Sunday, December 2—5-7 p.m. 
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Trinity received the following gifts from
October 10 - November 10:

Gifts to Trinity

In memory of Chet Winsor from Anne 
Lauer, Caryn Wheeler, Julian and Betty 
Proctor, and Circle 1.

In memory of Bill Smith from Mary 
Brown, BJ Grant, Earle and Virginia Perkins, 
John and Cynthia Van Voris, Julian and 
Betty Proctor, Nora Nell Jackson, George 
and Nonnie Woodward, John and Jane 
Aurell, Franklin and Cookie Darnell, Mart 
Hill, Thomasville Trace Homeowners, 
Emily and Nancy Waugh, and Circle 1.

In memory of Jim Parkey from Christopher 
and Beth Poppell.

In memory of Justice Parker Lee 
McDonald from Carol Marchant.

Trinity responds to Hurricane Michael

Hurricane Michael has come and gone 
leaving unbelievable destruction in its 
path. While most of us experienced a tree 
or two down in our yard or a few days 
without power, our brothers and sisters to 
our west lost homes, businesses and lives. 
Yes, our thoughts and prayers are with 
them, but our church immediately started 
putting our hands and feet to the task as 
well. We asked for volunteers and close 
to one hundred stepped forward! Over 
the past four weeks we have sent several 
disaster response teams into some of our 
church members’ homes, to one of our 
United Methodist Camps in Quincy, and in 
to Blountstown cutting trees, cleaning up 
debris, sorting mountains of clothing, and 
basically doing what our Trinity church 
mission statement tells us: that we exist 
to worship, grow and SERVE. 

Friends, we are in this for the long haul. It 
will be months, probably years, before there 
is any semblance of normalcy to the affected 
area. We will continue to assess what and 
where the greatest needs are 
and respond accordingly. There is 
something that everyone can do.

If you would like to join one 
of our teams, email Wayne 
Curry at curry.wayne@gmail.
com and you wil l  begin 
receiving regular updates of 
ways we are responding and 
consider how you might want 
to get involved. We all have 
different gifts and there are 
many different ways to serve 
in this effort.

We are grateful for all who have 
responded already and for those who 
will respond in the weeks and months 
ahead. I’m reminded of these words by 
Teresa of Avila:

“Christ has no body now but yours. No 
hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours 
are the eyes through which he looks 
compassion on this world. Yours are the 
feet with which he walks to do good. 
Yours are the hands through which he 
blesses all the world. Yours are the hands, 
yours are the feet, yours are the eyes, you 
are his body. Christ has no body now on 
earth but yours.”

Rev. Wayne E. Curry
Former Trinity Senior Pastor

The steeple was blown off of the Blountstown UMC church.

Disaster team doing cleanup at an elderly man’s home in Blountstown. The sorting process of all the donated clothing.

Michael Corrigan, Wallace Henderson, and Gary Ware cut up 
pine trees at Blountstown UMC.

Mark your calendar and come join us 
for a great time on Sunday, December 9 at 
5:00 p.m. in Moor Hall for a Chili Cookoff 
and a Gingerbread House Competition 
sponsored by Trinity Connections. 
Please call the front office (222-1120) to 
make reservations (Suggested donations: 
Adults- $6, Children- $3).

You may also sign up online, get more 
information about what to bring, and  
RSVP to this fun holiday event. Use this 
address: https://bit.ly/2E19TtD.

Childcare will be available for children 
under 3 if desired. Please let the office 
know if you will need childcare when 
making your reservation (222-1120).

mailto:curry.wayne@gmail.com
mailto:curry.wayne@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/2E19TtD
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Most of us are familiar with the song 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas.” Well, 
here’s a rendition that helps inform 
you about our Friday, December 14 
Christmas Variety Show at Trinity. So, 
see if you can sing this!

“On the 14th day of December we have 
at Trinity, a Christmas Variety Show: Lots of 
bells and chimes, two special solos, small 
orchestra, cute choir skit, church staff a 
playing, children counting angels, our 
Chancel Choir! Madrigals in costume, and 
some children too, Good King Wenceslas, 
almost 80 musicians on stage.”

About every 5 years in the 20-plus years 
I have served as Trinity’s Music Director 
we have put on a variety show. This is my 
last one, as retirement for me will come 

before the next one. These shows include 
some acts that would not be suitable for a 
worship service, though all relate to church 
life. There is lots of humor from the church 
staff presentation, “what are they really 
thinking” choir skit, the children’s choirs, 

a n d  “ w h a t ’s 
wrong with our 
handbell choir” 
presentat ion. 
Cindy Repasky’s 
( t h e  b o s s y 
s h e e p )  a n d 
Frank Leonard’s 
( t h e  g r u m p y 
donkey) acting 
i n  H e a v e n l y 
H a n d c h i m e s ’ 
h i l a r i o u s 
presentation of 
Mar y,  Joseph 
and the Baby is 
a definite must 
see! And, where 
e lse  wi l l  you 
witness a flash 

mob event at a church function - bravo, 
Chancel Choir! We are thrilled to announce 
Chip Collette as our MC for the night. 
Come, see the most unique and creative 
side of your favorite Trinity musicians and 
church staff!

The program starts at 6:45 p.m. in Moor 
Hall. If you want your friends to experience 
Trinity’s talented and fun-loving musicians 
in a non-worship setting, this is the event! 
Tickets for this dessert buffet event are $4. I 
expect we will again run out of tickets due 

to space limitations in Moor Hall. Tickets 
can be purchased in the church office. 
They will also be available at Wednesday 
night dinners, December 5 and 12. Sorry, 
no tickets will be sold the night of the 
program. Nursery is provided for young 
children (please call 222-1120 to reserve 
your spot), though the program is fast-
paced and might be fun for all but the 
very youngest.

Music news for December
Mark Repasky
Music Director

Mark and Cindy Repasky play Tevye and Golde from “Fiddler on the Roof” at the “Broadway 
Night” variety show from 2010.

Jennifer Hopgood sings a piece from “Sister Act” from the 
“Broadway Night” show in 2010.

Hanging of the Greens has become a 
tradition here at Trinity. It is scheduled for 
Sunday, December 2 at 5:00 p.m. Music 
will be presented by Chancel Choir, Youth 
Choir, NETkids Choirs, Sunday School 
Singers and Cherub Choir.

Heavenly Chimes really get around! 
They presented a program of Christmas 
music for “Leon County’s Grandparents as 
Parents” group at the Leroy Collins Public 
Library on November 28. On December 
6,  they wil l  travel  to Miccosukee 
Community Center for a concert. Then 
there is the December 14 Christmas 

Variety Show … .
NETkid Choirs dressed in Halloween 

costumes and presented a concert at 
Tapestry Senior Living of Tallahassee 
October 31.  They wil l  travel 
to Cherry Laurel Retirement 
Community  for a Christmas 
program December 12. Then there 
is the December 14 Christmas 
Variety Show ... .

The Trinity Ringers (pictured 
at right) will be one of seven bell 
groups at First Baptist Church 
for our annual handbell concert 

on Saturday, December 1. It is the only 
massed handbell concert event in the 
Tallahassee area, and well worth attending. 
The program starts at 4:00 p.m.

Special Music for the Advent/Christmas Season
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Trinity’s Local Missions Team —
Trinity Cares SpotlightCommunity Christmas Dinner

Gloria Whitaker
Local Missions committee member

One of Trinity United Methodist Church’s 
great traditions started 31 years ago. The 
United Way of Leon County articulated the 
need for a Christmas dinner to be served for 
the community – for those eating alone or 
not at all. Trinity‘s downtown church was the 
perfect central location and with this initial 
coordination between the United Way and 
Trinity, the annual Community Christmas 
Dinner hosted by Trinity was born. 

Every Christmas from noon to 2 p.m., 
volunteers pull out all of the stops in Moor 
Hall – dishing out sweet potato casserole, 
belting out carols and chatting cheerfully 
with the guests. There are usually between 
250 - 300 guests and many of them return 
every year.

Planning for the dinner begins weeks 
in advance as supporters are contacted, 
food stuffs are ordered and volunteers 
are solicited. In the past, many Tallahassee 
churches, law firms, vendors and individuals 
have contributed in some way to see that 
the dinner was a reality. We still count on 
our many supporters to help make this 
dinner happen.

But it is the many volunteers who 
deserve the credit for making the dinner 
as successful as it is each year. Volunteers 
come from all over the community and 
some come from out of the state. Many 
come back year after year – it has become 

an annual reunion for our volunteer family. 
People who return usually know which job 
suits them best and what they like to do. 
There is one little lady who comes just to 
cut pies and a young man who wants to 
take charge of seeing that the goodie bags 
are filled. We have some folks who can’t 
stand for any length of time, so sitting and 
conversing is just the right job for them. 
And our kitchen crew doesn’t want to work 
anywhere else. As the festivities begin, we’ll 
have a carol sing as visitors and volunteers 
alike join the musicians who serenade us 
until closing time. The atmosphere is joyous 
– who wouldn’t want to participate? 

This will be the fifth year that we will 
have the help of Trinity’s “Hats for Friends” 
ministry (see photo below). Hundreds of 
knitted hats and scarves of all sizes and 
colors for men, women and children are 
available for our guests. Seeing folks 
make a choice is always fun. A few 
years ago, Mats for the Homeless 
added crocheted mats which were 
a big hit and the supply was quickly 
depleted. 

The dinner, which is cooked from 
scratch by an all-male crew led by 
Blue Whitaker, is a veritable feast - as 
good as can be found anywhere. 
The dedicated kitchen crew is now 
training the second generation of 

cooks who take on more of the duties 
every year. By the time the dinner ends, the 
cleanup is under way, the dishwashers are 
hard at work, and goodbyes until next year 
are exchanged. 

As one of our coordinators said several 
years ago, “I took the dinner coordinating 
job for very selfish reasons. I wanted to make 
my own Christmas - one in which I would 
once again, hear the angels sing. I did.” The 
Community Christmas Dinner at Trinity does 
that for people.

Everyone is invited to join us for the 31st 
Community Dinner, so bring your family 
and friends. If you wish to attend the dinner 
or help with donations, or volunteer or 
need any more information, contact Gloria 
Whitaker. 878-6064 whitakgm1002@
gmail.com. 

Singing carols in the Community Christmas Dinner Choir is lots of fun. This is where the volunteer servers pick up food to deliver to our guests.

Rose Glenn helps guests find hats and scarves on Christmas Day.

mailto:whitakgm1002@gmail.com
mailto:whitakgm1002@gmail.com
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The Christmas Socks!
Sock, socks, socks! In December each 

year, all of the BFC Exercise classes hold 
their annual Christmas parties. There is 
a long standing tradition of having a fun 
sock exchange during the celebration 
when the classes play that silly “pick-a-
number, steal-a-gift game.” The other part 
of the tradition is to bring clean white 
socks for those in need. The traditions will 
continue this year but our focus will be on 
collecting socks of all sizes and colors 
instead, which will be donated to those 
affected by Hurricane Michael. 

If you are a past or present participant 
in the BFC Exercise program, we’d love 
to have YOU come celebrate with us. 
Remember – bring socks to exchange AND 
socks to donate - and of course, your most 
favorite goodie to share! Contact Beth 
Curry for more info.

Please note!
Staying Strong – Tuesday, December 

11 - 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor.

Variety Mix and Fit Mix – Thursday, 
December 6 - 6:30 pm at The Curry’s house.

Last classes of 2018 will be on Thursday, 
December 20. Classes will resume Tuesday, 
January 8, 2019

Become Fit at Church!
Please come join us for BFC (Becoming Fit 

at Church) exercise, and have a great time of 
fun and fellowship! Drop in to any class - any 
time. The suggested donation is $3 and it 
is all donated to community service.

Fi t  M i x  e xe r c i s e  b e g a n  i n 
September with Lay Academy 
and is led by Elaine Freni. This is a 
circuit-style class which incorporates 
strength and cardio into one workout. 
You will target all muscle groups 
for a full body training session and 
increase your stamina and aerobic 
fitness. Be ready to break a sweat! 
Intermediate to advanced. Contact 
Elaine Freni - elainefreni@gmail.com 
for more info about Fit Mix.

Please Note
Last classes of 2018 will be on 
Thursday, December 20. 

Classes will resume Tuesday, 
January 8, 2019.

Our Great Instructors
Contact Beth Curry - BFCSeries@yahoo.

com about Staying Strong or Variety Mix. 
Contact Elaine Freni - elainefreni@gmail.

com for more info about Fit Mix.
Contact Amy Leach - AmyCLeach@hotmail.

com for more info about Staying Strong or 
Variety Mix.

Becoming Fit at Church in December
Health Wellness Team

BFC Calendar

Drop in any time! Classes in the ParlorBFC Series 
Exercise Classes*
 Tuesdays and Thursdays

• 9:15 - Staying Strong
• 11:00 - Variety Mix**

— Wednesdays —
*$3 suggested donation ** Nursery by reservation only

Fit MIX meets on Wednesday nights 
at 6:30 p.m. as part of Lay Academy

For more information about BFC, please contact: 
Beth Curry (BFCSeries@Yahoo.com), Amy Leach 
(AmyCLeach@hotmail.com), or Elaine Freni 
(elainefreni@gmail).

Christmas party in the parlor for the Staying Strong exercise group.

It’s always good to celebrate Christmas with friends!

Showing the results of the wacky pick-a-number, steal-a-gift game.

mailto:elainefreni@gmail.com
mailto:BFCSeries@yahoo.com
mailto:BFCSeries@yahoo.com
mailto:elainefreni@gmail.com
mailto:elainefreni@gmail.com
mailto:AmyCLeach@hotmail.com
mailto:AmyCLeach@hotmail.com
mailto:(BFCSeries@Yahoo.com
mailto:AmyCLeach%40hotmail.com?subject=
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Nancy Bedford
Communications Officer

UMW in Ministry features Preschool Choir

Trinity Preschool will sing!
The next meeting of UMW in Ministry 

will be Tuesday, December 4 at 11:45 a.m. 
in Moor Hall. There will be a Christmas 
Music Program featuring the 38 children 
in the Trinity Preschool! Nancy Kerce will 
coordinate additional Christmas Music for 
this festive program! 

All are welcome!
Everyone is invited to attend even if 

you aren’t a member of UMW. Monthly 
meetings are an opportunity to enjoy 
fellowship, entertaining programs and a 
delicious lunch! Please call Nancy Kerce 
at 877-6546 for reservations. Hope to see 
you there!

Operation Christmas Child
UMW thanks everyone who donated 

packed shoeboxes or shipping money to 
help us meet our goal! Somewhere a child 
will benefit from your generosity!

Gloves 
UMW is  col lecting gloves to be 

distributed at the Trinity Christmas Dinner. 
Black gloves for men are the most needed 
but all gloves will be accepted and given 
away to those in need. Please leave them 
in the Welcome Center bin.

Pecan Orders
If you haven’t received your pecan order 

please pick it up in the Welcome Center. 

Some pecans may still be available to 
buy. Contact Esther Harrison 576-4271. 

UMW Circle Meetings

Alpha Circle: Monday, December 10, at 10 a.m. at Westminster Oaks. Contact Cynthia 
Smith chair.

Dorcas Foster Circle: Tuesday, December 4, at 1 p.m. in the church library, Nancy 
Waugh, chair.

Mary Martha Circle: No meeting in December, Julie Pararo, chair.

Sojourners Circle: Wednesday, December 5, at noon, Cafe at St. Johns, Marti Chumbler, 
chair.

Susanna Wesley Circle: Tuesday, December 18, at 10 a.m. Specialty House, Meandering 
Lane, Westminster Oaks, contact Liz Smith, chair.

The Voice Circle: Thursday, December 20, contact Patti Oakley, chair.
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Youth Happenings in December

A Note from Lisa ...

Lisa Prasse
Youth Director

Tristen Jahn
Youth Ministry Intern

… . .  N o v e m b e r  h a s 
flown by! We stayed busy 
cleaning up from Hurricane 
Michael and we spent a 
wonderful weekend at our 
beloved Warren Willis for our 
awesome Connect retreat, 
where the kids and I learned 
how to “connect” to God, 
one another and the world 
at large a little better.

Cold weather, decorations, 
holiday festivities and a bowl 
of homemade chili is what 
I‘m thinking about right now! 
Every year our youth families 
bring in Homemade Chili 
so we can sell it on our front 
steps during the Festival of 
Lights. This year will be no 
exception. We will be out 
there Saturday, December 
1st from 5-9 p.m., selling 

lots of wonderful chili, 
cornbread, hot dogs and 
sweets, along with sodas 
and hot cocoa! Tickets will 
be on sale ahead of time on 
Sundays and Wednesdays 
so don’t miss out! If you 
don’t get your ticket ahead 
of time, you can also just 
stop by that night and buy 
a hot dog and/or bowl 
of chili from us right in 
front of our church. This 
great event is one of our 
fundraisers to help with our 
mission trips. 

I n  2 0 1 9 ,  t h e  yo u t h 
will have 2 mission trip 
opportunities. Our teams 
are working hard preparing 
for their upcoming trips. 
Come out to support all our 
youth on December 1st!

Upcoming Events
Saturday, December 1
Chili Fundraiser/Festival of Lights 
5-9 p.m.

Sunday, December 2 

Hanging of the Greens- 5:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 9
Chili Cook-Off & Gingerbread 
House Competition (churchwide!) 

Monday, December 24
Youth Choir and band sing at 
5:30 p.m. service

The Connect travelers, with volunteers, Chris Duclos and Becky Lachance, get ready to head back home.

One of the many great things about family.



Trinity U
nited M

ethodist Church
P.O

. Box 1086
Tallahassee, Florida 32302
(850) 222-1120 w

w
w

.tum
ct.org

Rev. D
r. W

ayne D
. W

iatt, Senior Pastor
Jonathan Brew

ster, Associate Pastor
D

r. N
ick Q

uinton, D
irector of Adult D

iscipleship and Education
Rex Adam

s, D
irector of Com

m
unications

Reflective and Ready:

This Advent, your pastors will be exploring the meaning of Advent with a 
Sermon Series entitled, “Unwrapping Christmas!” 

Advent comes from the Latin word “adventus” which means “coming” or “arrival.” 
In the United Methodist Church and other major mainline denominations, Advent 
begins four Sundays before Christmas, or the Sunday closest to November 30 
and lasts through Christmas Eve, December 24. 

Advent is a season of spiritual preparation for the 
birth of Jesus, and is also a time of celebration. As 
we “Unwrap Christmas” this year, we will explore 
the meaning of Advent through these four gifts: 

Hope for God’s People – The Gift of Hope is 
represented by a light shining in the darkness, On 
the first Sunday of Advent, we celebrate the hope 
we have found in Jesus Christ.

The Old Testament Prophets – The Gift of Peace 
is represented in the knowledge that the birth of 
the Jesus was foretold by the prophets that He 
was coming to earth to be the Savior of the World. 

John the Baptist – The Gift of Love is represented 
by a light shining in the darkness. As John the 
Baptist preached in the wilderness: “Prepare the 
way of the Lord”, we celebrate the love that Jesus 
came to share with us, and ultimately the lesson 
of how we are to share that love with one another. 

Mary, the Mother of Jesus – The Gift of a Baby brings us Joy. Mary the mother of Jesus shows us that the Joy we find in the birth 
of the baby Jesus is the discovery that Jesus came to save us from our sins! 

As we begin the Advent Season, we will make our way to the manger in Bethlehem, and discover along the way, what it means to 
take our place in the Story of Christmas. 

Unwrapping Christmas!
Rev. Dr. Wayne D. Wiatt
Senior Pastor

Dr. Nick Quinton
Director of Discipleship and Adult Ministry

Christian small groups come in many 
shapes and sizes, formats and structures, 
and even hopes and dreams. What they 
all share in common is people with a 
desire to greater understand God’s grace, 
understood through Jesus Christ, in their 
lives. As Christians with a distinctive 
Wesleyan heritage we are to become 
disciples of Jesus Christ who provide a 
witness that transforms the world. Those 
that have laid this tradition made clear 
to us that discipleship is not passive, but 
comes when we greet God’s freely given 
grace with intent and training. One clear 
response to God’s grace is with curriculum 
and discussion that engages minds as 
part of small group meetings dedicated 
to transformation of the heart.

I, like so many of you, am a great believer 

in the power for personal growth and 
social change that come in small group 
work with a focus on God’s grace. We 
already have many groups doing this 
wonderful ministry at Trinity and we have 
continued to build on this legacy of rigor 
and excellence in small group ministry 
during the last year. Not only have our 
existing groups continued to challenge 
their members, but leaders have stepped 
forward to start three new groups. We also 
held a morning of sharing and thanks for 
small group leaders in September where 
a number of our small group leaders 
brought true joy and wisdom to the 
proceedings. All this leaves me excited 
in the new year for all these groups will 
achieve together, and equally eager for 
new small group opportunities including 

a Disciple 1 class starting early in the year.
Friends, we run on God’s grace. Accepting 

God’s love, expressed perfectly in Jesus 
Christ, is what sustains and motivates 
us. Working together in small groups we 
can find a common voice to share God’s 
grace. We already do this so well at Trinity. 
To the leaders, facilitators, moderators, 
and conveners of our current groups I am 
deeply grateful, and I am proud of the 
work done by everyone who participates 
in small group ministries. If you are not 
part of a small group, please contact me 
nickquinton@tumct.org. I would love to 
help you get connected. My prayer for the 
coming year is that together we will grow 
as disciples of Jesus Christ, build on our 
Wesleyan tradition, and add to the legacy 
of Christian education at Trinity.

A new year of small group ministry is just around the corner at Trinity

http://www.tumct.org
mailto:nickquinton@tumct.org

