
Because of God’s love for us through Jesus Christ, we exist to worship, grow, and serve.
Volume 46, Number 7, August, 2019

Warren Willis Summer Camp
Thirteen rising 4th and 5th grade 

children had a life-changing week as they 
attended camp at Warren Willis in July. The 
theme of camp this year was “Speak Peace,” 
which focused on working together to 
bring about goodness to the world around 
us. Rev. Melissa Pisco taught us that, “It’s 
not about you, it’s not about me, it’s about 
us, coming together as one.” Throughout 
the week, children participated in worship, 
small groups, and recreational activities 
including: archery, rock climbing, 9-square, 
gaga ball, yoga, skating, water games and 
so much more! It was such a wonderful 
experience, and we are so thankful for the 
congregation’s support in helping send 
our children to camp each year.

NETkids
NETkids is an exciting fellowship program 

offered to children in Kindergarten 
through 5th grade. We meet on Wednesday 

afternoons from September through May, 
3:15-5:30. During NETkids, children build 
their relationships with God and others 
through Bible stories, games, crafts, 
music, missions, woodworking, and more. 
The program kicks off on Wednesday, 
September 4th with a parents meeting at 
6:15pm in Room 205. NETkids activities 
will begin the following Wednesday, 
September 11. Registration will begin 
in August. You can register on Trinity’s 
website or by filling out a registration form, 
which are available in the Welcome Center, 
the Narthex, and the 2nd floor Children’s 
hallway. There is a registration fee of $25 
for the year, which helps cover the costs 
of materials and special events. If you 
have any questions about the program, or 
concerns about transportation to NETkids, 
please contact Allison Corrigan. We work 
hard to solve all transportation issues, so 
please let us know! We look forward to 
having you join us this year!

Disciple II 
A Disciple II class 

will begin August 26. 
If you have ever taken 
Disciple I and wished 
you had continued 
the study, this is your 
chance! The 26-week 
class will be taught by 
Ruth Ann High and 
will be hosted off-site 

at a home in Midtown, every Monday 
night. The description of the class from 
Cokesbury states: “Disciple II: Into the 
Word Into the World is the second study 
in the four-phase Disciple program and 
is prepared for those who are graduates 
of Disciple I: Becoming Disciples Through 
Bible Study. This study proclaims the 
transforming power of Scripture while 
teaching Bible study skills that take 
participants deeper into the Scripture.”

For more details, please contact Nick 
Quinton (nickquinton@tumct.org) or the 
church office (222-1120).

Summer review and looking forward to fall programming
Allison Corrigan
Director of Children’s Ministries

Dr. Nick Quinton
Director of Discipleship and Adult Ministries

The NETkids took their musical on the road to Milligan 
Park retirement home.

It’s time to get on the bus to Leesburg for Warren Willis Summer Camp! Find more camp 
photos on page 6.

mailto:nickquinton@tumct.org


2

Trinity received the following gifts from
May 11 - July 10:

Gifts to Trinity

In memory of Ruth McDonald from Dick and 
Pat Winchester, Palmer and Leslie Williams.

In memory of Lisa Miley from Palmer and 
Leslie Williams, Doris Mathis, Paul and Gail 
Kurtz, Julia Foster, Philip and Barbara Guller, 
Michael Jordan, John and Cora Ann Chapman, 
Norma and Frank Strickland, Earl and Annabel 
Dobert, and Mary Gray.

In memory of Harry Miley from Doris Mathis.

In memory of Bill Smith from Doris Mathis.

For the Anniversary of the Moon 
Launch, 1969 - Rocket Man

I remember hiding under our desks in 
the “one room” style school house at Cherry 
Lake. It had something to do with Cuba, 
military caravans to Key West, and a crisis. 
I overheard this with a child’s mind and 
ears, but it sounded scary and frightening, 
and somehow impactful to my playground. 
Some of us cried. Some of us pretended 
we were hiding. But the reality was we had 
never had to hide under our desks before! 
And then I wondered how hiding under 
my desk was going to save me if a rocket 
should crash into my school. It made no 
sense to me at all to hide. 

After we stopped hiding, one day we 
were ushered out to the playground 
and told to look up at the sky. From near 
the silver jungle gym we tried to catch a 
glimpse of our astronaut — John Glenn. 
As he circled the earth in his space capsule, 
I wondered if he was waving back at 
us as we were waving up at him. As we 
were trying to get his attention from the 
sandy playground in the middle of the 
panhandle, I wondered if he could see 
me. I wondered what he brought along for 
lunch. I wondered how and where he went 
to the bathroom. I had a lot of questions! 

My dad never did believe it (or that 
was his story and he was sticking to it)! 
Seven years later, when they televised Neil 
Armstrong walking on the moon when he 
said, “One small step for [a] man, one giant 
leap for mankind!”, my Dad sat in his green 
recliner and asked us how we knew if what 
we were seeing on TV was real or not? How 
did we know it wasn’t a simulation set-up 
in a studio or filmed from a backlot or a 
practice hanger at the Space Center? 

I didn’t know ... But somehow I believed. 
Somehow I believed that this was the 
moon! That what John and Neil were doing 
was the real thing — as sure as I knew 
that John Glenn was probably wearing a 
diaper just like my little brother Thomas 
had to wear, only bigger. I knew that Neil 
Armstrong had walked on the Moon, and 
I knew that somehow God was in the 
middle of it all, smiling! 

In the south, science and religion didn’t 
mix well for quite some time. Now we are 

talking with some confidence about big 
bang theories, quantum physics, and 
global warming. It’s like Mr. Smith’s paddle 
on the school bus. You might get away 
with something a few times when he’s 
not looking, but eventually he caught on 
to what was happening in the back of the 
bus and somebody got called down front 
to answer for their infractions. 

Did Mr. Smith have eyes in the back of his 
head? Does God? If the God of all creation 
is all knowing, all seeing, and all powerful, 
and if Mr. Smith was made in the image of 
God (Imago Dei), then, I think he did ... he 
seemed he could certainly see me when 
he wasn’t looking at me eyeball to eyeball! 

With Mr. Smith there were always 
consequences. With our care for creation, 
there are always consequences. As much 
as I like my astronauts, turns out they 
didn’t pick up their trash. It’s still floating 
around in space until it someday crashes 
onto our back forty, or worse, our sandy 
playground with the shiny jungle gym 
full of children. 

The Heavens Are Telling the Glory of 
God ...
Psalm 19:1 “The Heavens are Telling the 
Glory of God; The Skies Proclaim the Work 
of his Hands! “

p.s. We have two seats available for the 
Israel trip. If interested, give me a call 
(222-1120).

Dr. Wayne D. Wiatt
Senior Pastor

— Trinity Staff —
Wayne Wiatt
Senior Pastor

Neal Avirett
Associate Pastor

Nick Quinton Director of 
Discipleship and Adult Ministries

Allison Corrigan
Director of Children’s Ministries

Lisa Prasse
Youth Director

Mark S. Repasky
Director of Music

Laura Fordham
Business Administrator

Julianne Clayton
Pastors Administrative Assistant

Michele Drake
Church Administrative Assistant

Viktor Billa
Organist

Amy Leach
Adult’s Ministries Assistant

Lisa Boyd
Children’s Ministries Assistant

Erin Platt
HEO Coordinator

Stacey Duggar
Preschool Director

Brett Ingram 
Facility Director

Ben Armstead
Sexton

Vivian Ash
Sexton

Patty Groh
Sexton

Rex Adams 
Director of Communications

(850) 222-1120
trinity@tumct.org 



3

August Music Plans
The quieter summer months 

allow Trinity musicians to do 
things we cannot manage during 
the busy part of our year. Bluegrass 
Sunday (photos to the right) is 
now a tradition at our church and 
many people really look forward 
to it. Come to one of our three 
worship services August 11 for 
Bluegrass Sunday!

Usually each August, we put 
together a men’s ensemble. We 
depend on the men from Chancel 
Choir, but also extend an invitiation 
for all interested men to join us for 
two rehearsals and then sing at 
the worship services August 18. 
Rehearsals are at 7 pm in the choir 
room on Wednesday, August 7 and 
August 14. If you cannot get to 
both rehearsals, one will do. This 
is for high schoolers and older. So 
come, and bring a friend!

Come Join Us
Each year, the end of August 

and first half of September is a 
crucial time for the music ministry 
at Trinity. Music groups that take a 
summer break return for another 
season. We like to welcome 
newcomers to our groups as well 
… how about you? The music 
ministry at Trinity is really diverse. 
We try to provide an opportunity 
f o r  e v e r y o n e  w i t h  m u s i c 

skills no matter how varied. 
Guitar….try our two praise 
bands. Bells/Handchimes…
we have three of these groups. 
Instrumentalist….get involved 
in our new orchestra and smaller 
ensembles. Singer….we have 
a graded choral program from 
2 years old on up, crowned by 
our 45-member Chancel Choir. 
Then there are our steel pan 
groups…. 

 If you are not already involved 
in music ministry at Trinity, come 
join us! With all choral groups, 
you can join simply by coming 
to a rehearsal. Did you know 
our Chancel Choir resumes 
rehearsals on Wednesday, 
August 21 at 7:30 p.m.? If you 
are interested in the adult praise 
band, contact director Ed Prasse. 
That group runs year-round! 
If interested in steel pans, or 
children’s choirs, contact me 
(mrepasky@tumct.org) .  I f 
you are interested in bells or 
handchimes, contact Viktor 
Billa or me. Orchestra or band 
instrumentalists, contact Carol 
Marchant. If you have questions 
about any of our music groups, 
I am happy to help. Watch for 
additional information in our 
church bulletins and in the 
September Tidings. The main 
thing: We want you to COME 
JOIN US!

Mark Repasky
Music Director

Music News for August

The chancel area was converted into a steel pans showcase as a group from Starkville MS joined with the two steel pans groups from Trinity. Lots of island music!

Manny Garcia, Brian Durham, and Jim McKinnell on Bluegrass Sunday.

Bluegrass Sunday with Karalee Poschmanm, Jim Ed Martin, and Ed Prasse.

Mickey Abraham, Russell Large, and Donna Bryan perform at Bluegrass Sunday.

mailto:mrepasky@tumct.org
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Trinity’s Local Missions Team —
Trinity Cares Spotlight

Lora Chapman
Local Missions member

On Earth Day, April 22, the students 
at Pineview Elementary School planted 
flowers and vegetables in their new school 
garden, which Trinity United Methodist 
Church funded and volunteers prepared. 
Sunflowers were a special request from 
the principal Mrs. Carmen Conner. Sure 
enough, they became the stars of the 
garden, and will undoubtedly 
last until the students return 
to school in August.

The best news is that the 
FSA testing in May, resulted 
in a “C” grade for Pineview, a 
Title 1 school, which had an 
“F” grade in 2017-2018. The 
school had two years to make 
a “C” or be closed as a public 
school. To raise their score by 

two grades in one year was phenomenal. 
They are no longer threatened to be shut 
down, and the students have proven to 
everyone that with the right stimulation 
they can perform better than ever!

T h e  g a r d e n  w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e 
Encouragement Plan. Planting seeds and 
seedlings, and watching them grow, day 

to day, helped make “coming to school” 
an exciting event.

If you get a chance, drive by 2230 Lake 
Bradford Road and see the smiling faces of 
the Pineview students in the big smiling 
faces of the SUNFLOWERS.

Local Missions supports 
Pineview Sunflowers

Trinity says goodbye to Jonathan Brewster and family

Jon waits to be ordained at Annual Conference in June.

It was with sadness, tempered 
with joy for Jon and his beautiful 
family,  that  Tr inity  members 
gathered together to wish him well 
as he leaves Trinity to begin his new 
appointment at Monticello UMC. 

Volunteers Needed for 
Serving Shelter Meals at 
The Kearney Center

We serve meals to the Homeless on the 
first and fourth Monday of every month. 
The work schedule is broken down into 
quarters.

Please contact Sabrina Denmark (566-
5253 or sab.den@comcast.net) for details 
and/or to volunteer.

mailto:sab.den%40comcast.net?subject=
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Looking for Some “Me” Time?
School starts soon! Looking for a little 

“me” time? BFC (Becoming Fit at Church) 
Series Exercise offers three different class 
times to meet your needs. 

 
Variety Mix, taught by Amy Leach 

or Beth Curry, is the perfect Tuesday/
Thursday morning class at 11:00 a.m. 
offering a fast paced, full body workout. 
Come join us one day and give it a try! 
It’s a great group and many stay to have 
lunch together afterward while waiting to 

pick children up from preschool programs. 
Intermediate to Advanced level. Baby/
Toddler childcare is available by advanced 
reservation.

If daytimes are not convenient for you, Fit 
Mix class will begin again in September on 
Wednesday nights at 6:30 p.m. Taught by 
Elaine Freni, this class offers Circuit, Bootcamp 
and Tabata style formats promising to make 
you work up a sweat! Intermediate to 
advanced level. Childcare is available in the 
regular Wednesday night church nursery.

Or, Staying Strong 
taught by Ruth Ann 
High or Beth Curry 
(with Jaqui Griffith as 
a sub) on Tuesday/
Thursday at 9:30 a.m. 
is a wonderful way 
to begin or return to 
exercise with a gentle 
standing and seated 
format which includes 
strength, balance and 
flexibility exercise too. 
Beginner level.

Drop into any class 
– any time - and give 
it  a tr y!  Suggested 
donation for ALL classes 

is $3. Registration for Fit Mix may also be 
made through Lay Academy. Our excellent 
and qualified team of instructors volunteer 
their time, so ALL funds donated go toward 
community service with a very small portion 
used for program needs. To date over $55,000 
has gone to help those in need!

Please email BFCSeries@yahoo.com 
for more information about any class – 
and Amy Leach at AmyCLeach@hotmail.
com for daytime nursery reservations or 
questions. Hope to see you in CLASS!

Join the BFC exercise fun and fellowship!
Becoming Fit at Church Team

BFC Calendar

Drop in any time! Classes in the ParlorBFC Series 
Exercise Classes*
 Tuesdays and Thursdays

• 9:30 - Staying Strong
• 11:00 - Variety Mix**

— Wednesdays —
*$3 suggested donation ** Nursery by reservation only

Fit MIX will resume in September 
at 6:30 p.m. as part of Lay Academy!

For more information about BFC, please contact: 
Beth Curry BFCSeries@Yahoo.com, Amy Leach 
AmyCLeach@hotmail.com, or Elaine Freni 
elainefreni@gmail.com.

Recently, Wayne and Ramona Wiatt began a new ministry of 
reaching out to members who have lost their spouse. Meeting 
at lunch, they relax and share stories and enjoy the fellowship 
that comes with being together around a table.

If this is something you are interested in, please contact 
Wayne (waynewiatt@tumct.org or call 850-222-1120).

mailto:BFCSeries%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:AmyCLeach@hotmail.com
mailto:AmyCLeach@hotmail.com
mailto:BFCSeries%40Yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:AmyCLeach%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:elainefreni%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:waynewiatt@tumct.org
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__ black and white composition books 
 (wide-ruled)
__ spiral notebooks (single subject, 
 wide-ruled)
__ glue sticks 

Trinity’s community-partner School Supply Drive
The start of the 2019-2020 school 

year is almost upon us, so it’s time to 
start shopping for our annual Kate 
Sullivan School Supply Drive. Kate 
Sullivan is our community partner school 
and Trinity has donated both school 
supplies and volunteers to their reading 
mentoring program since 2002. This 
outreach is received and enthusiastically 
acknowledged and appreciated by the 

faculty, staff, and students alike. We begin 
each year with the supply drive and initiate 
the year-long mentoring program in mid-
September. We will begin our collection to 
kick off the new school year on Sunday, 
July 28 and continue collecting through 
Sunday, August 11. Collection boxes 
will be found in the Narthex and at the 
Welcome Center outside Moor Hall. The 
donated supplies will be itemized and 

delivered before the 
school year starts 
on August 12, 
and wil l  be 
distributed 
to students 
who would 
otherwise have difficulty acquiring the 
necessary school items. This year’s school 
supplies are listed below:

__ pocket folders with  
 3 prongs (solid color)
__ pencil boxes/pouches
__ colored pencils
__ #2 pencils (not mechanical) 

__ fiskar scissors (pointed)
__ rulers
__ markers (fine-point,   
 washable)
__ clorox wipes 

__ quart or gallon-sized  
 ziplock bags
__ hand sanitizer (alcohol  
 free or foam)
__ back packs (no wheels) 

School supplies shopping checklist

New associate pastor, Rev. Neal Avirett, gives the departure prayer as the campers and parents hold hands.

Allison and Lisa made it all better!

Our high school kids are the best in the conference!

Camp counselor, 
Zach Prasse, conforts 
his one and only 
camper, an autistic 
boy. So proud of him!

Warren Willis summer camp photos
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Youth Happenings in August

A Note from Lisa ...

Lisa Prasse
Youth Director

Ryan Kielmann
Youth Ministry Intern

What a whirlwind of a summer this has 
been!! We kicked off our summer fun with 
Youth Week, and then rolled right into an 
awesome week of “Roar” VBS! After a brief 
respite, we headed out for an awesome 
week of church camp at Warren Willis 
down in Fruitland Park. A week after camp, 
our MidHigh Mission trip took us to Port St. 
Joe where we worked on various different 
missions projects with a ministry serving 
Hurricane Michael recovery recipients. 
Our youth are phenomenal. Throughout 
Youth Week, they were committed with 
their attendance which made the silly 
things we did that much more fun. Our 
special speaker for the week was my friend 
and Wesley member Janiel Garcia. Janiel 
brought a wonderful word reminding us 
how best to “Love One Another” every 
night. We ended that week with a lock-in 
and came away feeling more connected 
to God and one another.

Next, our youth were phenomenal 
stepping up and helping out throughout 
VBS. We had crew leaders, musicians, set 
up and break down help…and again, our 
students were wholly committed! That 
commitment made the entire week more 
fun and I was astounded at their patience 
and perseverance.

The top of July brought another week at 
our beloved Warren Willis summer camp 
(photos on facing page). Last year we all 
decided Warren Willis is a bit like Christmas 
and we shall carry camp in our hearts all 
the year through! This was such a terrific 

t ime of dedication 
to the Lord and one 
another. I’m so grateful 
to be able to walk 
alongside these kids on 
their journey…they’re 
phenomenal now and 
only getting better. 
This fact has never 
been more evident 
t h a n  t h i s  s u m m e r 
when we had 7 (and 
some weeks as many 
as 8!) Trinity alumni on 
staff at Warren Willis! 
Our very own Austin 
Boyd,  Jacob Clark , 
Tyler Dickson, Kristen 
Hamm, Shelby Merlau, 
Whittnie Merlau, Hannah Prasse and 
Zac Prasse! We are so pleased to see the 
continuing efforts of our youth striving to 
be God’s hands and feet even after 
they’ve left Trinity! 

Finally, toward the end of July, 
we took our mid highs off to 
Port St. Joe for their mission 
trip. There our youth worked 
t i r e l e s s l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e 
community helping those in need 
and building relationships with 
complete strangers. Their servant 
hearts shined so brightly. Again, 
I was so proud of them. It’s hard 
to believe how quickly summer 
is flying by! As summer break is winding 

down, we have a few more fun events on 
the youth calendar. Take a look and please 
come visit us on facebook (TUMCT Youth), 
Instagram (@tumctyouth) or our church 
website (tumct.org).

Upcoming Events
Check out the youth website for 
more information: http://www.
tumct.org/connect/community/
youth/

— August —
Aug. 4 ........Youth Council Meeting- 
  4:00 p.m.

Aug. 11 .....Back-to-School Pool 
 Party

Aug. 25 .....Confirmation Parent 
 Meeting - 9:45 a.m.

Aug. 25 .....Mission Trip Slideshow 
  & Potluck- 6 p.m.

Mid high mission trip.

Youth Week messy games at Wesley!

Campers gather before departure.

http://tumct.org
http://www.tumct.org/connect/community/youth/
http://www.tumct.org/connect/community/youth/
http://www.tumct.org/connect/community/youth/
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Moor Hall kitchen was quite a busy 
scene on Tuesday, June 25! The HEO Trinity 
Chefs gathered alongside Nancy Stone 
during her last week at Trinity and set up 
several stations for our first ever Diabetic 
Friendly meal prep: Oberley Brown, 
Lou Brown, and Nan Richie worked the 
Smoothie Bar where they tossed kiwi, 
berries, juice and low sugar no fat yogurt 
into the blender and hit frappe! The 
Tropical Berry Smoothie that resulted was 
so refreshing and delicious (24 servings 
prepared and frozen). Judy Levy and 
Nancy Waugh prepared a One Pan Chicken 
and Veg Bake with a beautiful assortment 
of colorful peppers, adding 
just the right mix of spices (17 
Double Servings). Barbara Ware 
sliced and diced veggies galore; 
Nancy Lachance knew just 
what to add to the Goulash with 
hamburger and veg / tomato 
base to make it scrumptious 
(55 Servings)! Ann Melder and 
Sheryl Hamm accepted the 
challenge that comes with the 
baking station, preparing Ding 
Bats (a coconut-date confection) 
and Florida Cookies (hint of 
citrus). The Chefs are pleased to 
make available selections that 

are a little more on the healthy side, and 
hope to make this a Summer tradition. The 
crème de la crème was Becky Lachance 
cleaning and organizing the HEO Chefs 
and Receptions Closet – and now we can 
find just what we need when we need 
it! Email Erin (eplatt@tumct.
org) or call the church office 
(222-1120) if you want to join 
us for our next culinary caper 
in September!

These wholesome meals 
have been lovingly prepared by 
the HEO Trinity Chefs and are 
ready to be taken to members 

in need at a moment’s notice. If you have a 
member in mind who might benefit from 
receiving a meal, please reach out to an 
HEO team member, as this is part of our 
commitment to congregational care. HEO 
is ours, it belongs to all of us!

HEO Trinity Chefs = Healthy Meals

Wesleyan Watermelons

Erin Platt
HEO Coordinator

Lora Chapman
Providence Neighborhood Liaison

Picture proof that I am giving 
credit where credit is due. A 
small component of TUMC, the 
Friday Study Group, sponsored 
“Wesleyan” Watermelons for 
Providence Community’s Fun Day 
on Saturday, June 1. 

100 slices of watermelon were 
distributed to the hot and hungry. 
(The most fun thing about Fun 
Day for me was that they let 
me have a table inside where 
it was air conditioned.) Trinity 
office staff made a sign that was 
perfect, but probably can’t be 
used again, because it got messed up 
with watermelon drizzle.

Thank you for making TUMC a 
recognized and appreciated partner 
in Providence.

This wonderful and fun group of Trinity Chefs prepare meals for members and for those in need. From 
l-r: Nan Richie; Judy Levy; Nancy Lachance; HEO Coordinator, Erin Platt; Becky Lachance; Ann Melder; 
Barbara Ware; Sheryl Hamm; and Nancy Waugh. Not in the photo were Oberley and Lou Brown.

http://www.tumct.org
mailto:eplatt@tumct.org
mailto:eplatt@tumct.org

