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The Joy of Generosity and Gifts That Matter

Last Sunday, Pastor Wayne asked 
us to be intentional in our prayers to 
begin our three-week Stewardship 
Campaign and remember that Jesus 
called his disciples to him and said, 

“I assure you that this poor widow 
has put in more than everyone who’s 
been putting money in the treasury.” 

Mark 12:43

Many years ago, Trinity 
had a campaign to raise 
money for the renovation 
of our education building. 
I was most impressed by 
the gifts of our children. 
Containers were provided 
for collecting change. Though I don’t 
recall the total, I remember being 

humbled and amazed.

A m o n g  C h r i s t i a n 
people there is a myth 
that the only gifts that 
can make a “difference” 
are those that are large. 
It is not so. We learn 
from Jesus that it is not 
the amount that counts, 
but the motivation. It is 
the heart that matters 
most.

The children gave 
without pretense and 
without an expectation 
of return. They gave 
because they were 
asked and because it 
was right.

S o,  t o o,  d i d  t h e 
widow. Her two small 

coins were meager, but Jesus was 
impressed. He understood the 
sacrifice and knew she gave with the 
right motivation. She wished to serve 
God in her poverty so that in giving 
she might become rich. We can learn 
much from her example.

My prayer is that you will carry 
the story of the widow who gave 
pennies, and yet Jesus said that she 
had given an amount exceeding all 
other gifts. 

Help us to remember both her 
generosity and her heart, and to be 
transformed into a person who is able 
to give without reservation and with 
purity of intention. 

My hope is that in your giving to 
support the many ministries and 
missions of Trinity for 2020, that you 
may also have the motivation of the 
widow and be generous and receive 
the joy. 

Every Dollar Counts*

25.1%
Missions & 
Outreach

22.9%
Worship 
& Music 17%

Congregational 
Care & 
Connection

* These categories represent the respective percentages of 
Trinity’s 2019 total budget. Fixed operating costs such as staff 
salaries, administrative costs, and facility expenses have 
been appropriately distributed through these categories. 
(Trinity Preschool, serving 75 children, is not included as it is 
self-supporting (except for its facility), which is provided and 
maintained by the Trinity congregation).

14%
Discipleship & 
Adult Ministries

21%
Youth & Children

Palmer Williams
Stewardship Chair
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Trinity received the following gifts from
August 11 - September 10:

Gifts to Trinity

In memory of Chip Collette from Erin 
Ennis, Ed and Barbara Hancock, Pat 
Ellison, Sandy Trigg, and Joan Ellison.

Erin Platt
HEO Coordinator

The second verse of one of my 
favorite old songs goes like this: 

Help me in all the work I do 
To ever be sincere and true,

And know that all I’d do for You 
must needs be done for- OTHERS. 

Others, Lord yes others, 
Let this my motto be, 

Help me to live for others, 
that I may live for Thee.

That’s how I feel about working on 
the Homeless Mats. I know that doesn’t 
sound exciting, but not every one is 
called to great and grand things for 
God. I feel called to do what I can for 
the homeless in our city. I hope you will 
come and join me in this mission. 

We will meet October 10 in the 
Conference Room from 10:30 to 
noon. We need a lot of help to finish 
making our mats in time for Christmas. 
If you know how to crochet, we need 
your help. If you want to learn, we can 
teach you. We need help in folding and 
cutting the bags. Please come and join 
us in October (budsthorn@comcast.net) 
or (850-727-8526). 

A Word From Wayne

I preached last Sunday from James 5:13-
20 about the Power of Prayer! I shared 
in my sermon that when the doctors 
and nurses asked me how I felt after my 
testing, the only word I could think of was 
lighter! Probably that word came to mind 
because all of the issues with my balance 
disappeared after I finished my testing. 

It was an amazing experience to feel 
the burden lifted and have the doctors 
discover a way to eliminate most, if not 
all, of my symptoms. I am scheduled 
for surgery on Monday, October 14,and 
will be in the hospital for two days and 
recovering for the remainder of that week 
at home. My physician expects a speedy 
recovery! 

Thank you so much for the many calls, 
emails, cards, and healing prayers! As we 
move into our Stewardship Emphasis this 
month focusing on the Joy of Generosity, 
we will emphasize our Vision at Trinity and 

the many ways we are called to Worship, 
Grow, and Serve !

I Love Being Your Pastor and I’m grateful 
for your love and support, 

Dr. Wayne D. Wiatt
Senior Pastor

Homeless Mats
Rose Glenn
Homeless Mats Chair

Blessing of the Animals
On Saturday, Nov. 2 at 10:00 a.m., Rev. 

Neal Avirett will bless animals in the 
exterior courtyard that faces Duval St.

Bring in your favorite transportable 
pet and let’s share some fellowship while 
blessing our pets.

Our Prayer Quilt Ministry, Prayers & Squares, is a chapter member of an interfaith 
outreach organization that combines the gift of prayer with the gift of hand-tied quilts. 
Our talented and dedicated volunteers design and stitch together beautiful patterns 
of fabric, with heavy thread used to take stitches through the quilt layers with ends 
left free to be tied with a square 
knot. As each knot is tied, a silent 
prayer is offered for someone 
in need. What makes each quilt 
unique is not the pattern, color, 
or workmanship, but the fact 
that prayer is symbolically tied 
into each one. These “comforters” 
are a statement of faith, and a 
testimony to our belief in God 
and in the power of prayer. Do 
you know someone who should 
be wrapped in prayer? Direct 
your prayer quilt request or 
related inquiry to Erin Platt, HEO, eplatt@tumct.org or contact our church office. Prayer 
Quilts are a part of the HEO Ministry, and are available as a gift to friends and family of 
Trinity members.

PRAYERS & SQUARES TEAM SEEKS VOLUNTEERS!
The HEO Prayers & Squares Team is actively seeking out new volunteers! If you would 

like to contribute to this beautiful ministry by sharing your quilting talent or by learning 
to quilt, please contact HEO. HEO is ours, it belongs to all of us!

HEO PRAYER QUILT MINISTRY

Prayers and Squares need help

mailto:budsthorn@comcast.net
mailto:eplatt@tumct.org
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Special Invitation
Are you getting up there in age? So am 

I! Do you enjoy music? So do I! Would you 
like to join a really fun group once a week 
to make music together? I’m already in 
it. How about YOU? We’re talking about 
Heavenly Handchimes.

We meet on Thursdays, 1:45 to 2:45 
p.m. in the handbell room, and have a 
great time together. Just ask present 
members Nancy Waugh, Judy Levy, Jenny 
Bryant, Marilyn Dean, Barbara Leonard, 

Sandra Genetin, Becky Lachance and 
Nancy Lachance. This group is low 
pressure, we go at our own pace, and 
we have fun every week. We are looking 
for a few new members though. How 
about YOU? Must be able to read music 
and swing your arms; that’s about it! 
Talk to one of our present members or 
contact me (mrepasky@tumct.org) for 
more information. BE A MUSIC MAKER 
AT TRINITY!

Celebration Sunday 
You will need to be a lot younger to 

provide special music for Celebration 
Sunday, Oct. 20! The 11 a.m. service 
will feature our children and youth 
musicians. Participating will be Youth 
Choir and Youth Praise Band, NETkids 
Choirs and Cherub Choir. Other elements 
of the worship service will also be led or 
assisted by Trinity’s youth and children. 

That Sunday, with our youth and children 
learning how to be worship leaders …
how wonderful is that?

Pans Plans
Our former Associate Pastor Jon 

Brewster is now at First UMC, Monticello. 
We have made arrangements for Trinity’s 
two steel pan groups to visit his new 
church on Sunday, October 27. The pans 
will present six selections during the 11 
a.m. service.

NETkids on the Road
Perhaps the most traveled music 

ambassadors for Trinity each year are 
our two NETkids Choirs. Three times a 
year they visit other places for concerts. 
On October 30, dressed in Halloween 
costumes, they will present a 30-minute 
program at Cherry Laurel Retirement 
Community starting at 4:15 p.m.

Mark Repasky
Music Director

Music News for October

The NETkids will revisit Cherry Laurel to visit the residents and sing in their Halloween costumes.

Cindy Donelan, Sue Parsons, Yuliia Billa, Ellen Driggers, Crystal Johnson, and Mark Repasky from Music Ministry Sunday.

mailto:mrepasky%40tumct.org?subject=
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The deadline to submit legislation to the 
2020 General Conference is now in the 
rearview mirror. So what is ahead?

The coming months will provide a fuller 
picture of what options will be before 
delegates when The United Methodist 
Church’s top lawmaking assembly meets May 
5-15 at the Minneapolis Convention Center.

 A big focus of the coming assembly will 
be dealing with the fallout of this year’s 
special General Conference. The contentious 
gathering has led to varied proposals for 
the denomination’s future in light of its still-
unresolved debate over homosexuality.

 But getting legislation into a format that 
is readily accessible for a multinational and 
multilingual denomination takes time.

 By denominational rules, the Advance 
Daily Christian Advocate — which contains 
the petitions and reports requiring General 
Conference action — must be distributed 
to delegates at least 90 days before the 
assembly begins. That date is Feb. 5 for the 
2020 gathering.

Key terms to know
Like any legislative body,  General 

Conference has some of its own lingo.
The Book of Discipline: The United Methodist 
Church’s policy book that contains its law, 
doctrine, constitution, organizational work 
and procedures. Each General Conference 
amends the Book of Discipline.
The Book of Resolutions: This volume 
contains resolutions or pronouncements on 
issues that General Conference has approved. 
The text of any resolution is considered the 
denomination’s official position on a topic.
Petition: A request to the General Conference 
for official action on a topic or issue, similar 
to a bill before the U.S. Congress. But not 
all petitions are intended to become law. A 
petition can suggest a change in the Book 
of Discipline, approval of a resolution or 
some course of action the denomination 
should take.
Advance Daily Christian Advocate (Advance 
DCA or ADCA): A set of volumes containing 
the agenda, rules, delegate listings, petitions, 
reports from church organizations and other 
information for delegates.
Daily Christian Advocate (DCA): The official 
journal of the General Conference. 
“It’s a pretty safe bet that we can have it ready 
in advance of that 90-day publication date,” 
Brian Sigmon, the editor of the Daily Christian 
Advocate and its advance edition, told the 
Commission on General Conference at the 
group’s August meeting.

He and other General  Conference 
organizers hope to have the Advance 
Daily Christian Advocate available online 
for download as soon as the materials are 
finalized. 

As of Sept. 19, General Conference staff said 
it was still too soon to know an exact date.

The entire Advance Daily Christian 
Advocate must be available in the four 
official General Conference languages — 
English, French, Portuguese and Kiswahili. 
Typically, about 1,000 petitions are submitted 
for consideration at a regularly scheduled 
General Conference.

Proposals coming to GC2020 include 
legislation to add five more bishops to Africa, 
to revise the Social Principles, to create a new 
structure for U.S. decision-making and to 
establish the 2021-24 general church budget. 
All four of these proposals were drafted by 
international church bodies.

United Methodist News also confirmed that 
petitions have been submitted for at least 
three plans for the denomination’s future.

In alphabetical order, these include:

• The Indianapolis Plan, submitted by the 
Rev. Kent Millard and assembled by a group 
of centrists, traditionalists and progressives. 
This plan includes provisions for separating 
into different denominations depending on 
views around homosexuality. 

• New Forms of Unity, submitted by the 
Texas Conference’s Bishop Scott Jones. 
Under this plan, an annual conference could 
become a self-governing church or join an 
existing one. Jones first began working on the 
plan with the Michigan Conference’s Bishop 
David Bard. Bishops do not have a vote at 
General Conference. 

• The UMCNext Proposal, assembled by 
a group of centrists and progressives. This 
proposal lifts restrictions related to gay 
ordination and same-sex weddings, while 
allowing local churches that disagree to 
depart and organize into new forms of 
Methodism.

These three plans were all drafted in the 
United States.

However, this is not a comprehensive list of 
the options that will be before the delegates 
to reorganize or divide the denomination 
and its assets. Individual United Methodists 
also can submit legislation, and some already 
announced plans to do so ahead of the 
deadline.

 During the shortened special General 
Conference, delegates considered plans that 
contained multiple petitions as a package. 
But General Conference organizers have 
decided that won’t be the case at GC2020, 
at least not initially. 

The Rev. Abby Parker Herrera — General 
Conference petitions secretary — has the 
task of giving numbers to each properly 
submitted petition and assigning it to one 
of 14 legislative committees or the Standing 
Committee on Central Conference Matters.

The legislative committees deal with 
different subject matters and related sections 
in the Book of Discipline, the denomination’s 
policy book. The standing committee deals 
with proposals that affect United Methodist 
regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines.

These committees are the first stop where 
legislation is debated, refined and possibly 
approved to go to the full General Conference 
plenary for a vote.

So if a plan has multiple petitions that deal 
with different sections of the Discipline, those 
petitions will first head to the committees 
that handle those sections.

I f  petit ions coming from multiple 
committees need to be considered together, 
the Committee on Agenda and Calendar 
can schedule that, said the Rev. Gary Graves, 
General Conference secretary.

There is also a Committee on Reference, 
which meets at the start of General Conference 
and considers requests to reassign petitions 
to different legislative committees.

The Book of Discipline requires all valid 
petitions to receive a vote in legislative 
committee, and all petitions approved by 
a legislative committee to receive a vote 
in plenary.

The 2020 General Conference will have 
862 delegates overall, equally split between 
clergy and laity. Of the 2020 delegates, 
55.9% will be from the U.S., 32% from 
Africa, 6% from the Philippines, 4.6% from 
Europe and the remainder from concordat 
churches that have close ties to The United 
Methodist Church.

As the big meeting approaches, Graves and 
other General Conference organizers urge 
continued prayers for all staff and volunteers 
working diligently to prepare.

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for 
UM News. Contact her at (615) 742-5470 or 
newsdesk@umcom.org. Sam Hodges, a UM 
News reporter in Dallas, contributed to this 
story. To read more United Methodist news, 
subscribe to the free Daily or Weekly Digests.

Heather Hahn
Sept. 20, 2019 | UM News Service

What comes after GC2020 petitions deadline

mailto:newsdesk@umcom.org
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Thank You for Your Faithful 
Exercise!

In Sept 2019 BFC (Becoming Fit at 
Church) celebrated it’s 11th anniversary! 
Through the years the BFC program has 
always been staffed by exercise instructors 
who have graciously volunteered their 
time so 100% of daytime donations could 
be used for community service, locally 
and globally – and 100% of Wednesday 
evening donations could be used for minor 
program costs. Thanks to our instructors 
and the very faithful BFC exercise class 
participants over $55,000 has been raised!!

Here is what some funds have been used 
for over the years:
• Medical mission trips
• Medical supplies
• Hurricane Relief and UMCOR
• Classroom supplies at Merritt Brown 
  Middle School
• Socks, Sacks and Suppers
• Coats, jackets and rain ponchos for Snack 
  Pack recipients
• NIMS Middle School
• Veterans Village project
• Roof on church in Cuba
• Hope Community
• Refuge house
• Second Harvest
• Individual and family needs
• Hats for Friends
• Minor exercise equipment & music needs

Come join us for 
FELLOWSHIP, FUN and FITNESS! 

Drop in to any class – any time! Suggested 
donation is $3 per class.

BFC Tues/Thurs morning 
exercise program continues 
all year round

Staying Strong, taught by Ruth Ann High 
or Beth Curry (with Jaqui Griffith as a sub) on 
Tues/Thurs at 9:30 a.m., is a wonderful way 
to begin or return to exercise with a gentle 
standing and seated format which includes 
strength, balance and flexibility exercise too. 
Beginner level.

Variety Mix, taught by Amy Leach or Beth 
Curry, is the perfect Tues/Thurs morning 
class at 11:00 a.m. - offers a fast paced, full 
body workout. Come join us one day and 

give it a try! It’s a great group and many 
stay to have lunch together afterward while 
waiting to pick children up from preschool 
programs. Intermediate to Advanced level.

• Drop into any class – any time – for 
FELLOWSHIP, FUN and FITNESS!

• The suggested donation is $3 per 
class for all classes.

• Registration of $10 for Fit Mix may 
also be made when Lay Academy 
sessions begin and is due on the first 
night of class. 

• One hundred percent of donation 
are used as follows: Morning classes 
to community outreach/missions. 
Evening classes to fund minor class 
needs/equipment. Over $55,000 has 
been raised to date.

Nursery
• Baby/Toddler childcare is free and 
available by advanced reservation 
ONLY for Tues/Thur Variety Mix class 
at 11:00 a.m. Contact Amy Leach 
(AmyCLeach@hotmail.com).

• The nursery is also free and available 
for Fit Mix at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays 
through the regular Wednesday Night 
church nursery.

Join the BFC exercise fun and fellowship!
Becoming Fit at Church Team

BFC Calendar

Drop in any time! Classes in the ParlorBFC Series 
Exercise Classes*
 Tuesdays and Thursdays

• 9:30 - Staying Strong
• 11:00 - Variety Mix**

— Wednesday —
*$3 suggested donation ** Nursery by reservation only

Fit MIX will resume on September 11
at 6:30 p.m. as part of Lay Academy!

For more information about BFC, please contact: 
Beth Curry BFCSeries@Yahoo.com, Amy Leach 
AmyCLeach@hotmail.com, or Elaine Freni 
elainefreni@gmail.com.

BFC Calendar

mailto:Amycleach%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:BFCSeries%40Yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:AmyCLeach%40hotmail.com?subject=
mailto:elainefreni%40gmail.com?subject=
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Nancy Bedford
Communications Officer

Nancy Bedford
Communications Officer

Nancy Bedford
Communications Officer

UMW Luncheon October 1
UMW Circle Meetings

The Florida Dept. of Education, Office 
of Healthy Schools will be giving an 
informative presentation on the new 

M e n t a l  H e a l t h 
Co u r s e  t h at  w i l l 
b e  m a n d a t e d  i n 
Florida Schools. This 
course offering is in 
response to the mass 
shootings in Florida 
schools and is the 
direct initiative of 
Florida’s First Lady, 
Casey DeSantis. 

Alpha Circle: Monday October 7, at 10 a.m., Oak Room, Westminster Oaks, Cynthia 
Smith, chair.

Dorcas Foster: Tuesday October 1, at 1p.m., in the church library, Nancy Kerce, chair.

Mary Martha Circle: Monday October 14, at 6 p.m. 2104 W. Randolph Circle, Julie 
Pararo, hostess/chair.

Sojourners Circle: Wednesday October 2, at noon, Cafe at St. Johns, Marti Chumbler, chair.

Susanna Wesley Circle: Tuesday October 15, at 10 a.m. Specialty House, Meandering 
Lane, Westminster Oaks, Liz Smith, chair.

The Voice Circle: Thursday October 17, at 4525 Bowfin Dr., Debbie Henderson, hostess, 
Patti Oakley, chair.

S ave  t h e  d a t e , 
Tuesday, October 1 

at 11:45 in Moor Hall. The luncheon 

concludes by 1 p.m. and the cost is $6. 
Guests are welcome (including men). You 
don’t have to be a member of UMW to 
attend, but always remember to phone 

in your reservations to Nancy Kerce 877-
6546 before the end of the month so 
that the correct amount of food can be 
ordered. Hope to see you there!

Trinity UMW will be participating with 
other Tallahassee churches in collecting 

gif t-  f i l led shoeboxes for 
distr ibution 
to  c h i l d re n 

w o r l d w i d e . 
We invite all 

those interested 
in this ministry 
to pack a box 

for a child. OCC 
cardboard boxes 

will be available in the 
Welcome Center. Please take an empty 
box including an instruction pamphlet. 

Return filled boxes to the Welcome Center 
on or before Sunday, November 17th. 

After that date boxes will need to be 
taken directly to Tallahassee Heights UMC! 

If you don’t enjoy shopping but would like 

to participate, donations of $9 which will 
cover the cost of shipping are appreciated. 
For your convenience this can be done 
online. You can help make a difference in 
a child’s life!

Yes, the Pecans Are Coming - The 
Pecans Are Coming!

Order your pecans now through 
October 13th. They’ll be ready for pick-
up in early November! Order forms are 
available in the Welcome Center or from 
UMW members. 

Prices are the same as last year! 
Payment must accompany orders. Please 
make checks payable to UMW and put 

“pecans” in the memo line. Proceeds 
support our local missions such as 
HEO, Second Harvest of the 
Big Bend, and FSU Wesley 
Foundation. 

For more information 
contact Esther Harrison 
576-4271 or tharrison@
fsu.edu. We appreciate 
your support!

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes

The Pecans Are Coming! The Pecans Are Coming!

mailto:tharrison%40fsu.edu?subject=
mailto:tharrison%40fsu.edu?subject=
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Youth Happenings in October

A Note from Lisa ...

Lisa Prasse
Youth Director

Ryan Kielmann
Youth Ministry Intern

With the school year in full swing, 
the regular rhythm of the youth 
program has begun to fall back 
into place. There are so many great 
opportunities for students ranging 
from 6th-12th grade. Many of you 
are very familiar with what goes on 
with the youth, but if you are new to 
Trinity or have not given the youth 
program a try, I would encourage 
you to find a place to plug in!

Our main time together is 
during UMYF (United Methodist 
Youth Fellowship) Sunday nights 
from 6-8 p.m., where we come 
together for food, fellowship and 
learning. Sunday nights are a 
great way to interact with lots of 
different people. 

We also have our Wednesday 
night Youth bible study, from 6:30-
7:30 in the Underground. This time 
together offers a great opportunity 
to go a little deeper in a smaller 
setting. It really is the perfect time 
to grow your faith with all your 
youth friends and family.

In addition to regular events, 

we also have all sorts of other 
special things going on ranging 
from service projects, to trips in 
AND out of town. At the end of 
September we actually shared 
our UMYF time with Dr. Wiatt 
and Ms. Ramona at their fabulous 
home on the lake! We had boats, 
jet skis, slides, food, families and 
great fun fellowship! An event 
that is coming up in November 
that we are all really excited 
about is our “Serve” retreat, at 
Warren Willis Camp. It’s a full 
weekend retreat and the cost is 
only $100. If you are looking to 
see more about what youth is 
about, this is a great trip to start!

As always, if you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me at lprasse@tumct.
org. Also, if you are not receiving 
weekly updates about all our 
upcoming events, send me an 
email and I will make sure you 
are on our list. Thanks for all that 
you do to support our youth here 
at Trinity!

Upcoming Events
-Oct. 20- .........Youth/Children’s 
Sabbath/Youth Choir sings!

-Oct. 23-..........Trinity Connections 
Scavenger Hunt during Bible Study 
(5:30-7:30p)

-Oct. 27-..........Confirmation Bibles 
presented; Halloween Party at 
UMYF

-Nov. 1-3- .......Serve Retreat at 
Warren Willis

-Nov. 1-17- ....Christmas Tree 
Fundraiser!

mailto:lprasse%40tumct.org?subject=
mailto:lprasse%40tumct.org?subject=
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I May Not Like You
True confession: I don’t like everyone.
I probably like you… probably. But, maybe not.
I know this probably doesn’t sound very kind, 

compassionate, pastoral, or even Christian. But, 
it’s true.

I don’t like everyone.
Do you?
Some people offend me. Some people annoy 

me. Some people rub me wrong. Some people, 
for whatever reason, are hard for me to be with. 
Some people are too abrasive for me. Some 
are too self-centered. (Ironically, maybe my 
self-centeredness clashing against their self-
centeredness is part of the problem! If they could 
just get their self-centeredness out of my way, my 
self-centeredness would be so much happier!)

Sometimes, it ’s the language a person 
uses. Sometimes, it’s their volume and tone 
of voice. Sometimes, it’s the cavalier way a 
person expresses opinions. Sometimes, it’s 
a person’s arrogance. Sometimes – this will 
sound particularly judgmental – it’s a person’s 
ignorance.

I’ll admit, I may be the one with the problem. 
Perhaps I’m too sensitive, too easily offended, 
too prejudiced, or too opinionated. Just because 
I don’t like someone, doesn’t necessarily mean 
they’re at fault. Me being offended, doesn’t 
necessarily make someone else the offender. 
That I disagree with someone, doesn’t necessarily 
make me right. Or, maybe, you’re just not my 
“type.” But, knowing these things doesn’t make 
me like them any more.

Can I choose to like someone? Maybe. Honestly, 
I’m not sure.

Can I treat someone I dislike with respect. 
ABSOLUTELY.

Whether or not I like someone, want to spend 
time with them, or enjoy their company has 
nothing to do with this TRUTH: every person, 
without exception, is created in the image and 
likeness of God, and deserves to be treated as such.

Admittedly, it’s easier for me to see the image 
of God in some people more than others. And, 
in my estimation, some people are keeping the 
image of God too-well hidden behind too many 
layers of ego, hubris, and callousness. Regardless, 
the divine spark is within each of us, no matter 
how deeply it’s buried, or hidden from view by 
my own self-imposed blindness.

While I may not like a person, I CAN choose to 
treat that person with the dignity and respect 
due to any and every child of God. I can also 
choose NOT to honor their inherent dignity. The 
difference is civility. Even as I’m being offended, 
turned-off, annoyed, etc., I CAN be civil – or, at 
least, strive to be.

William Sloane Coffin writes, “At its most 
profound, civility has little to do with taste, 
everything to do with truth. And the truth it 
affirms, in religious terms, is that everyone, from 
the pope to the loneliest wino on the planet, is a 

child of God, equal in dignity, deserving 
of respect… Such a belief obviously 
celebrates rather than fears our human 
differences.”

I may not necessarily celebrate every 
person’s opinion, choice of words, 
fashion-sense, or stance on a particular 
topic. Yet, none of that negates this 
fundamental truth: we’re all children 
of God.

Also true: we’re all IMPERFECT children 
of God, including me.

Another truth: seeing the image of 
God in a person who annoys or offends 
is really, really hard! Thus, honoring 
a truth we can’t always see requires 
a particular disposition toward ALL 
people. It requires courtesy and respect.

I don’t have to like someone to be 
courteous and respectful.

I’ve recently befriended a preschool 
security guard, employed to ensure the 
safety of children and their families. He 
is consistently friendly, respectful, and 
conscientious. He offers a friendly salute 
and “hello” to every person he meets, 
and every car that passes. But, he’s 
mentioned, on several occasions, how 
frequently people pass him without the slightest 
nod or wave. While employed to keep their 
children safe, he’s unworthy of common courtesy.

How sad, and disrespectful, is that?
John O’Donohue writes, “Courtesy is the 

unacknowledged heart of civility; it is a 
disposition towards others which is graceful, 
polite, kind and considerate. Courtesy also 
includes some sense of old-world formality; it is 
the opposite of coarseness and self-presuming 
familiarity. Courtesy invites dignity.”

Coarseness – there’s way TOO much coarseness 
these days.

As a person of faith, I may not like everyone (I 
don’t), but I can and must treat all people with 
dignity and respect. I may not respect a person’s 
politics, their taste in music, the jokes they tell, 
their recreational choices, their affiliations and 
allegiances, their philosophical leanings, or their 
smell. But, I can choose to treat every person I 
encounter with the same courtesy and respect, 
acknowledging their inherent dignity as children 
of God. To do so is a conscious choice, grounded 
in a particular theological outlook.

Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as you 
love yourself.” Unfortunately, Jesus didn’t 
differentiate between the neighbor I like, and 
the neighbor I loathe.

I do wonder this: how often, I wonder, is what 
I dislike about another person mostly surface-
level. Sometimes, what I find most irritating, 
offensive, or distasteful in another, may simply 
be an expression of their insecurity, inner pain, 
limited knowledge or experience, culture, 

fear, lack of education, or just bad manners. 
Perhaps, when I’m too easily turned-off, I lose the 
opportunity to discover someone’s less offensive, 
more admirable qualities.

And, what if, we only discover the image of 
God in the other, no matter how offensive they 
may be to us, when we treat them with civility, 
courtesy, and respect. Perhaps only courtesy 
unlocks the door to a person’s deeper, more 
pleasing qualities.

Let’s be honest, there’s not a lot of civility in 
our world, today. Even the words “civility” and 
“courtesy” sound old-fashioned, or as O’Donohue 
writes, “old-world.” These days, name-calling, 
insensitivity, coarseness and hate are socially 
acceptable. Many, these days, seem to relish in 
the freedom to speak their minds, no matter how 
reckless or hurtful their words may be.

The Bible offers wise advice regarding our 
words: “Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let 
everything you say be good and helpful, so that 
your words will be an encouragement to those 
who hear them.” (Ephesians 4:29)

EVERYTHING I say? To EVERYONE??? Admittedly, 
that’s hard.

This doesn’t mean I can’t be honest or truthful. 
It doesn’t mean I can’t express my own opinion 
or perspective. It doesn’t mean I shouldn’t speak 
out – in fact, sometimes I must.

It does mean, when I speak to or about another 
person, I must speak in the most civil, courteous, 
encouraging, helpful, respectful ways possible.

And, when I do, it may not make any difference 
at all.

But, it might.
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