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Wayne Wiatt, Senior Pastor; Neal Avirett, Associate Pastor; Nicholas Quinton, Director of Discipleship and Adult Ministries   

The Rev. E. Wayne Curry was the senior 

pastor at Trinity from 2008 until 2016. 

Following his retirement, he spent a year 

away from the church when the Rev. Dr. 

Wayne Wiatt succeeded him. Rev. Curry 

returned to Trinity to become an active and 

vital member of the congregation. In Janu-

ary 2020, he was called to serve as pastor 

at Woodville United Methodist Church just 

a few miles south of Tallahassee.    

Crossroads offers a look back at the pas-

torate of Rev. E. Wayne Curry and a reflec-

tion on his current life’s activities with a 

composite of articles. First, below is a sum-

mary of a video, produced by Princess 

Palmer and Brett Ingram, and taped a few 

weeks before Wayne’s retirement in July 

2016. Following the summary is an article 

written by Wayne in February 2020 about 

his life after serving as senior pastor at 

Trinity. Finally, we provide two entries of 

“From the Rev,” a weekly reflection sent to 

church members and others during his 

years as pastor at Trinity. 

Clergy Chronicles: The Rev. E. Wayne Curry 
 

By Pamela C. Crosby 

F or the Rev. E. Wayne Curry, 

it would be a “different world” 

coming to a local church to serve as 

senior pastor in 2008 after having 

served as a district superintendent. 

He admits he was apprehensive 

when first learning about his up-

coming assignment in light of the 

diverse leadership responsibilities 

a local pastorate would require.  

 As a district superintendent of 

Deland District from June 2001 to 

June 2005 and the Gulf Central 

District from June 2005 to June 

2008, he had observed that some 

churches were healthy while others 

were “troubled.” He had dealt with 

both while overseeing his districts. 

Yet, after receiving letters of con-

gratulations from other senior  

Even when he was “piemaster,” Rev.  

Wayne Curry donned his bowtie. (Trinity 

UMC media,  2016.) 

mailto:pcrosby@tumct.org
https://www.tumct.org/e-wayne-curry/
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pastors (who had served at Trin-

ity), praising the congregation, 

he was assured that it was, in-

deed, a “wonderful” church.  

In fact, for Wayne, he found 

that Trinity was one of the 

“healthiest” churches he had ev-

er experienced.  

One of its strengths, for exam-

ple, was the freedom and trust 

afforded by the congregation 

that allowed “the senior pastor 

to be a pastor” without a “lot of 

micromanaging,” which some 

churches do. Because of this 

freedom, Wayne was able to ap-

ply his “God-given gifts,” many 

of which were different from 

those of previous pastors. Feel-

ing accepted and loved as the 

person that God had called him to be and do, he 

was able to lead in his own unique way.  

One of the crucial goals he set out to accomplish 

was to help change the reputation of Trinity by 

some in the community who viewed it as “maybe a 

little stiff,” often filled with “rich” congregants, 

and “a little bit snooty when you went into it.” See-

ing this need, and feeling that one of his spiritual 

gifts was hospitality, he embarked on a plan to 

make Trinity a place where people would “call 

home.”   

This feeling of being “at home” would be felt as 

soon as individuals walked in, he hoped. They 

would say to themselves, “This is where we want 

to serve God and to learn and to be with a fellow-

ship of other people who seek to serve Christ in 

the church and throughout the community.” This 

plan included welcoming newcomers who were 

seated in the sanctuary before worship service and 

remembering their names when greeting them on 

subsequent Sundays.  

Another need was the challenge of maintaining 

and upgrading facilities and equipment. Compre-

hensive changes included new air-conditioning, 

sound and fire systems, and extensive energy effi-

cient upgrades. By the end of his ministry, over a 

million and a half dollars worth of changes in fa-

cility-related renovations and additions in the 

church had been made.  

Such major expenses would be crippling for 

most churches. But Wayne found the generosity of 

church members to be overwhelming. He ex-

plains, 

I did not have to go to the congregation all the time 

because very generous people from the past left 

funds in their wills and legacies to our church, and 

we were  just able to go to those funds and use them. 

. . . It's funny because we've  always . . . had a  defi-

cit, and . . . I kind of panicked at the beginning of 

each December when I would go to the congregation 

and say, “You  know we're . . . behind, and you’d 

make my Advent a lot . . . easier if you would fulfill 

your pledge,” and every year . . . we ended in the 

black and . . . it gives a pastor a lot of peace. 

One particular challenge he thought was at 

times overwhelming was communication—letting 

members and others know what events and pro-

grams were going on in the church. He notes that 

there are numerous and exciting ministries 

throughout Trinity with many types of media to 

promote groups and happenings, including the 

Christmas Dinner, 2015. Gloria Whitaker, Wayne Curry, Beth Curry, Blue Whita-

ker. Throughout the years, Gloria and Blue have organized and implemented this 

annual event that is free to all neighbors and friends in the Tallahassee community 

who want to share a meal and/or volunteer. (Trinity UMC media.) 
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church’s newsletter (the Monthly Tidings), the 

worship bulletin, and spoken announcements on 

Sunday mornings. In addition, the website was 

completely upgraded during Wayne’s time as pas-

tor, and social media access such as Twitter and 

Facebook were added to provide new avenues for 

online communication.  

However, Wayne laments that inevitably there 

would be persons who complained that they had 

not gotten the information—something he saw as 

an ongoing obstacle to people’s awareness of op-

portunities for voluntary participation in the 

church. He regretted that with so many types of 

media in place, there were always gaps in com-

munication. 

One of the most rewarding aspects of his pas-

torate was the ongoing work in renovations for 

the Hope Community, a residential facility 

providing support services, including food and 

shelter, for homeless families with children and 

homeless single women in Tallahassee. He 

acknowledges the work of former pastor John 

Willis, who helped to inspire the voluntary sup-

port of Hope Community from the very begin-

ning, as well as the dedication of church member 

Sam Rogers, Sr., who recruited volunteers to 

construct additional living space for the residents. 

In addition to this and other local missions 

Trinity supported, Wayne and church members 

identified the need to extend foreign mission out-

reach beyond merely “sending money” to interna-

tional groups and organizations. It was clear that 

the need was broader than providing financial 

support; there was also a call for “hands-on” en-

gagement. And so there emerged in the church 

dedicated individuals who set out to organize an 

on-the-ground service ministry in Guatemala. 

With goals including building houses for families 

and providing medical treatment to those living 

in remote areas, this comprehensive service mis-

sion to the Central American country has been an 

especially successful undertaking 

of the church. As a result,  Wayne 

noted that the church, the volun-

teers, and the Guatemalan citi-

zens who have received aid and 

assistance have been extraordi-

narily blessed.  

  Being pastor of a downtown 

church, Wayne took advantage of  

opportunities to collaborate with 

other downtown churches. One 

of those opportunities was  an 

interchurch alliance, composed 

of Trinity, First Baptist, First 

Presbyterian, and St. John’s 

Episcopal churches, that created 

spaces for co-participating in 

Lenten studies and church ser-

vices. Pastors of these churches 

exchanged “pulpits” on Sundays. 

Wayne saw that engaging with the interfaith com-

munity was a necessary part of being a church 

that is “a heart of this city.”  

 Wayne has not been the only person in his 

family to dedicate his unique God-given gifts to 

Trinity. Wayne’s spouse, Beth, brought to the 

church an ongoing and intense passion for health 

and wellness. Her experience, education, excite-

ment, and organizational skills “sparked the en-

thusiasm” of persons in the congregation that has 

prompted a wide range of fitness (cont. on p. 4) 

Rev. Wayne Curry serving at an infant baptism, 2016. (Trinity UMC media.) 
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classes, health and wellness fairs, and a broad pro-

motion of healthy wellbeing—continuing today as 

a major influence on the congregation’s attitude 

toward healthful life choices. 

 While there were many “highlights” in Wayne’s 

pastorate, one of the brightest and most hearten-

ing experiences was, ironically, at his most dispir-

iting time: when he was diagnosed with prostate 

cancer. He explains that it was during this 

tough time in my own life when I discovered I had 

prostate cancer and didn't know at first . . .  how 

much to share with the congregation, but I felt like I  

want people to share with me when they're going 

through tough times, and so I felt I owed that to the  

congregation . . . . From the very beginning, I shared 

about my struggle with that, and the people at Trini-

ty became my pastors during that time. . . .  A couple 

years later the cancer came back . . .  and again Trin-

ity just overwhelmed us with their love and care and 

became our pastors through that time. . . . We  con-

tinue to relish the prayers  and love and support giv-

en to us . . . .  

Wayne always closed his sermons with the 

words “You are loved.” Looking back on these 

times, he notes that love has always been the 

“theme” of his ministry. For him love is 

what Christ is calling us to do and who he's calling 

us to be—people who treat every human being as a 

child of God, regardless of who they are—Black  or 

White, male or female, gay or straight, Republican 

or Democrat, liberal or conservative. Every person is 

a child of God, and there's so much negative stuff 

about the church out there now—some of it de-

served—but we need to be a place where people 

come in [and] they know they're not judged but 

they're loved and accepted just for who they are . . . .  

If I had a legacy to leave, it would be that people 

wherever they are, they know that they are loved.  
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Dot Binger, church member, speaks with Rev. Wayne Curry 

during luncheon celebrating his and wife Beth’s time and 

service at Trinity. (Trinity UMC media, June 2016.) 

 
The Rev. E. Wayne Curry speaks to his congregation during the 11 a.m. worship service in June 2016 (Trinity UMC 

media.) 

(cont. from p. 3) 
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I  retired in June of 2016. The decision to step 

aside from my life’s work of preaching, after 43 

years, was not an easy one for me. However, my 

prostate cancer had progressed, and after much 

prayer and conversation with Beth, we decided 

the time was right, and indeed it was. I wasn’t 

quite sure what to expect in retirement but as they 

say, life happens, and you run with whatever 

comes your way. 

In our “year of exile” from Trinity, Beth and I 

enjoyed sitting together in worship and worship-

ing at various churches around Tallahassee. We 

REALLY missed the Trinity worship experience 

but enjoyed worshiping most of the time at Lake 

Jackson UMC where Nick Quinton was the pastor. 

Although we had hoped to do a lot of spontane-

ous traveling, the move of Beth’s parents to Talla-

hassee just six months after retiring, has kept us 

close to home. (In addition, Beth broke her foot 

and Mom fell and broke her hip so I was the pri-

mary means of transportation for about six 

months.)   

We enjoyed coming back “home” to Trinity in 

2017. Beth got back into leading her exercise clas-

ses, and I started driving the GEM car on Sunday 

mornings. We were thrilled to be back and once 

again experience the beauty and majesty of Trinity 

worship.   

In October of 2018, Hurricane Michael hit the 

coast, and Beth and I spent most of the next year, 

and later, developing volunteer work teams from 

Trinity to help clean up in devastated areas, or-

ganize a clothes distribution in Blountstown, and 

establish a relationship with the Merritt Brown 

Middle School that had been completely flooded.  

The generosity of the Trinity congregation, 

(prayerfully, physically, and monetarily) to the 

hurricane relief has been so heartwarming.     

     In January of 2020 the District Superintendent 

asked if I would fill in for a few Sundays at the 

Woodville UMC. I agreed and will be their pastor 

for at least through the summer of 2020. And I 

love it! I did not realize how much I missed 

preaching every Sunday and providing pastoral 

care to my congregation. Although it’s only part-

time, it feels so good to be back into pastoral min-

istry again. 

I have found that a positive attitude in the tran-

sition from a full-time, fully-demanding ministry 

to the years of retirement is vitally important. 

Some speak of retirement as being "re-treaded."  I 

feel like my own retirement activity has worked 

out well and fruitfully as God has led and blessed 

me each day. 

So, along with John Henry Newman and 

Charles Wesley, I can say: "So long Thy power 

has blessed me, sure it still will lead me on" and 

"We'll praise Him from all that is past, and trust 

Him for all that's to come." 

 

References 
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By the Rev. E. Wayne Curry 

 

(One of the ways that Rev. Curry communicated to his 

church community and others was through his most 

loved “From the Rev,” a weekly reflection. Here are two 

of those.) 

March 11, 2015 

D ear Friends, 
 

I usually try to take Mondays off for a bit 

of Sabbath time. All too often something 

comes up that I need to attend to and I 

don’t get the benefit of enjoying a full day 

of relaxation. Admittedly, some days it’s 

because of my personal control issues (or 

lack thereof); other times it’s legitimate 

things that are just part of ministry. 

 

This past Monday was one of those 

wonderful days of complete joy and relax-

ation with lots of family: Our daughter, 

Brittany, is in town for a few days; our 

son, Marshall, lives with us while he fin-

ishes at FSU; and Beth’s old brother, Den-

is, (sorry, Denis, I mean “oldest” brother) and 

his wife Thelma are in town. We slept in late 

(except for our neighbor’s dog who gives us a 

wake-up bark at 6:30 a.m. EVERY SINGLE 

MORNING!!), had a light brunch, and went for a 

nice long walk on an absolutely beautiful day on 

the Lafayette trail. 

Monday was one of the warmest days we’ve 

had here in Tallahassee in a long time. As we 

hiked along the trail the sun was shining, there 

was a light breeze blowing, and everywhere you 

looked you saw the beauty of spring starting to 

burst into bloom. It was one of those days you 

can only describe as “Glorious”! 

About halfway into our hike, a young couple 

came walking by from the other direction. The 

young man said something like “I hope you see 

more than we saw . . . there’s nothing over 

there.” 

WHAT?? On this magnificent, sun-shiny day, 

there was nothing you saw?? We could hardly 

pass a tree without seeing something beautiful. I 

guess it’s true you only see what you’re looking 

for. Wayne Dyer said it like this: “Change the 

way you look at things and the things you look at 

change.” 

Isn’t that true? Each one of us construct how 

we will choose to see the world . . . indeed see 

the day . . . see the moment. In other words, we 

see what we expect to see. 

An oft-quoted story about Pablo Picasso is 

about the time he was hanging around an exhibi-

tion of his paintings in Paris. He was approached 

by a man who asked Picasso why he didn’t paint 

people the way they look. “Well, how do they 

look?” asked Picasso. The man took a photo-

graph of his wife from his wallet and handed it 

over. Picasso looked at the picture, then handing 

it back, said, “She is awfully small isn’t she? And 

flat too.” We have to accept the fact that much of 

what seems real to us is governed by our own 

perceptions. 

A new day is ahead for you . . . what are you 

going to see? Look for the good (it’s all around 

you) . . . and praise it! 

On these pages are a few of the beautiful 

things I saw on Monday. 

Photo credit: E. Wayne Curry 
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You are loved, 

Wayne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 6, 2016 

D ear Friends, 

 

I read somewhere that it takes 10,000 hours to master 

any craft such as playing an instrument or making fur-

niture or writing poetry. That’s probably true. And it 

leads me to wonder about other parts of our lives as 

well. 

What about becoming a compassionate person? 

What about learning to treat others the way you 

would like to be treated so that way becomes second 

nature to you? 

What about becoming a good parent or spouse? 

Do you think that same 10,000 hour statistic holds 

true? Do you realize that translates into two hours per 

day for a little less than fourteen years?! 

   I think we all understand that it requires lots of 

practice to truly master a craft or a skill or a hobby we 

enjoy. We even understand it takes continuing practice 

to maintain those things once we’ve mastered them. 

  But what about the practice required not just to do 

what we do, but to become the type of person we want 

to be? I want to be more compassionate, more faithful, 

more respectful, more thoughtful. I would like to listen 

better than I do. I would like to be more patient with 

myself than I often am. I would like to risk more. 

Are these learned skills as well? Do these require the 

same diligent practice as learning to play the piano or 

build a beautiful piece of furniture? If so, how do I 

begin to practice for that today? 

10,000 hours. 

2 hours a day. 

For 14 years. 

I’m retiring in 10 weeks. 

I better get started! 

You are loved, 

Wayne  

_______________________ 

Want to read more “From the Rev” reflections? Go to 

https://www.tumct.org/?s=from+the+rev  

 

Photos credit: E. Wayne Curry 

Photo credit: E. Wayne Curry. A photo included in 

March 18, 2015, “From the Rev.” 

https://www.tumct.org/?s=from+the+rev
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A ccording to the 94th General Assembly of the 

State of Illinois, a Methodist preacher’s wife 

started the very first Vacation Bible School “in the 

world.” Her name was Mattie Pritchard Miles 

of Hopedale, IL. The year was 1894 (94th General 

Assembly, 2006).  

Mattie was a 24-year-old public school teacher 

who could see the benefits of teaching Bible stud-

ies in the summer when there was more time. The 

Bible school took place on the grounds of an ele-

mentary school nearby to the Hopedale Methodist 

Church, where her husband, the Rev. David 

Thomas Miles was pastor. It lasted five weeks 

and had 37 students (Griffin, 2017;  Reed., 2017; 

“Marking Time,” 2012, p. 31). The fee was one dol-

lar per child to register and the American Bible 

Society gave Bibles to those students who did not 

have one (Gehrz 2017). Mattie’s goal was to wel-

come all children because, she maintained, reli-

gious teaching was “for all children of whatever 

church—or no church at all” (Reed, 2017). 

Vacation Bible School as a religious education 

program evolved throughout the early 20th centu-

ry and was often called “religious day school.” It 

transitioned into a shorter educational program, 

for example, when in 1900, the Rev. Howard R. 

Vaughan, a Congregationalist pastor, held classes 

in Elk Mound, WI (Gehrz, 2017; Stafford, 1920). 

The classes drew youngsters from far and wide 

who came to Elk Mound, pitched tents, and 

camped while engaging in religious classes. As the, 

religious classes became more informed by current 

practices of educational psychology of the day, 

Rev. Vaughn and other educational scholars such 

as William Mutch of Ripon College, conducted 

experiments with-

in the program to 

identify the most 

effective instruc-

tional methods. 

Bible stories were 

adapted for differ-

ent grades via the 

“reproduced story 

method of teach-

ing” (Stafford, 

1920, p. 9). 

The reproduced 

story method of 

teaching was 

used in various 

religious pro-

grams, including 

mission work in China. According to an article 

written by Mutch on elementary Bible teaching 

and graded Bible stories, the method was imple-

mented in Shantung. The author (1918) writes, 

The method of graded bible stories is to adapt sys-

tematically to modern use the oldest material of our 

religion the Bible, and the oldest teaching method 

known to the race the oral method. The narrative 

portions of the Bible, the only parts suited for chil-

dren, have been selected, scientifically graded and 

broadly organized into a progressive series of story 

units. . . . The essence of the method may be stated 

in a single sentence: 

The teacher tells the story to the class, and then 

Vacation Bible School: Early Beginnings in the U.S. 

By Pamela C. Crosby 

Vacation Bible School Section Extra! A Look Back and 

Forward 

Our Crossroads editorial team members are looking ahead to summer with hope that our coronavirus out-

break will subside and that all things at Trinity will return to “normal.” One of the highlights of Tallahas-

see summers for children in the church has been Vacation Bible School. A focus on VBS in this issue begins 

with its earliest beginnings in the U.S., followed by a look at its particular history in Florida and at Trinity, 

and finally a snapshot of what VBS would look like today in 2020.  

Mattie Pritchard Miles (Public Do-

main) 
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lets the pupils vie with each other in reproducing it 

until they all know it perfectly. (p. 240) 

After much experimentation, the religious day 

school curriculum became fully operational in 

1908 in Ripon, WI, and soon other day school pro-

grams emulating the model were established. 

   But many gaps in 

understanding and 

implementing the 

model hindered its 

wide-spread use. 

What was needed 

was a manual that 

provided education-

al philosophy, prac-

tical directions, in-

formation, curricu-

lum, activity re-

sources, and in-

structional guid-

ance for teachers as 

well as for religious education superintendents 

and committees (Stafford, 1920).  

    To do just that, Hazel Straight Stafford, a 

graduate of the University of Wisconsin with expe-

rience with the Vacation Religious Day School 

model, authored a manual, published by Abingdon 

Press (book publisher of Methodist media), enti-

tled The Vacation Religious Day School: Teach-

er’s Manual of Principles and Programs (1920).  

 Such a book was warranted, argues Norman 

E. Richardson, editor of the series publication, 

because Sunday schools are limited in their re-

sources and time to offer religious training to chil-

dren. However, public schools cannot provide the 

religious instruction that young people need, so 

community churches must bear full responsibility 

for it. The summer vacation period is ideal to de-

vote time and resources for teaching children—it 

provides weeks for religious instruction. Summer 

can make use of the “play spirit” of the summer 

vacation while providing effective church school 

instruction and guidance (Richardson, 1920, pp. 7

-8).  

At the beginning of the manual are administra-

tive guidelines—many of them relating to disci-

pline. For example, the opening assembly should 

begin on time and never wait for children to ap-

pear—to do so is “a step on the path to failure. . . . 

The atmosphere of work is created by prompt-

ness” (Stafford, 1920, p. 25). 

The author emphasizes that there should be no 

“uproar or disorder at any time, reminding the 

children they are assembled in God's house and 

that reverence and order are his due.” Teachers 

should “waste no time, expect work from the start, 

and the school will immediately reflect that atti-

tude” (p. 26). 

The superintendent sets the tone of the assem-

bly but should not “monopolize” the time; rather 

the children should participate in a range of re-

sponsibilities (p. 26). When children participate in 

a procession, they should march in with “slow, 

measured tread and slight swaying of bodies, 

standing in their places in the auditorium until all 

are assembled and a chord given to sit” (p. 27). 

Also important in assembly is a ten-minute talk 

presented by “an outsider, pastor, superintendent, 

or gifted layman” to provide essential facts on sig-

nificant subjects. Suggested topics include,  

• "Christian Conduct in the Home, in the Church, in 

the School."  

• "Value of Obedience."  

• "Meaning of Prayer."  

• "How to Help Bring the Kingdom of God to 

Earth."  

• "Why We Should Read and Study 

the Bible."  (cont. on p. 10) 

 

The Rev. Howard R. Vaughan 

(Public Domain) 

One interesting recommendation of Hazel Stafford is en-

couraging students to dramatize Bible stores. Here is a 

photo from her manual (1920, p. 105). (Public Domain.) 
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• "How to Avoid Personal Sickness and Community 

Epidemics" (a Christian doctor should be asked to 

give this).  

• "Causes of Poverty."  

• "What Is True Religion?" (Micah 6. 8; Isaiah 58. 5-9; 

Deut. 6. 4, 5; Lev. 19. 18).  

• "The Importance of Missions" (p. 27). 

Teachers should not provide too many details 

because too much detail may cause “mental indi-

gestion” (p. 31) but rather they should observe the 

proper balance in their teaching. For “It is “better 

to be nourished on a simple, plain diet than to 

have every meal a banquet” (p. 31). 

While play is an important part of Stafford’s 

religious day school model, it is not the focus as 

we can see below in an excerpt from the curricu-

lum guide. Adapted for VBS in 1920 by education 

specialists, Stafford’s model focuses on the role of 

responsible servants to God and God’s world. Se-

rious study includes responsibility to social issues 

considered to be part of a mature and fruitful reli-

gious life, and it is the duty of the church to pre-

pare the youth for ethical leadership in society.  

In an academic peer reviewed journal whose 

major audience was elementary public school 

teachers, a report quoting a Northwestern profes-

sor states that in 1924 there were 500,000 chil-

dren enrolled in thousands of vacation church 

schools throughout the U.S. (“Educational News  

. . . ,” 1925, p. 407). 

He argues that from a standpoint of religion, 

Vacation Church School holds an important “life-

interest”; and from an educational point of view, it 

helps to universalize education while attending to 

the “whole of life.” One thing was sure, it is not a 

“passing fad or fancy” (p.407). Professor J. E. 

Stout continues:  

If religious instruction is to become an integral part 

of the education of the child, it cannot be interpret-

ed and evaluated merely in sectarian terms. Chil-

dren whose parents have no church affiliations 

must have equal consideration with those whose 

parents have such affiliations. The needs of the chil-

dren and the demands of society will be given rela-

tively larger consideration in the future develop-

ment of the movement. (p. 408) 

As Stout remarks above, both the needs of the 

children and society were considered fundamental 

by educational leaders in the early growth of the 

Vacation Bible (Church) movement. 

 

See above the instructional materials  for seventh grade youth (Stafford, 1920, pp. 108-109), which included readings 

from Up From Slavery by Booker T. Washington. (Public Domain.) 

 

(cont. from p. 9) 
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T he legacy of Vacation Bible School at Trinity 

goes back to the late 19th century as shown in 

the previous article (pp. 8-11). What do we know 

about the early days of VBS in Florida? 

Early VBS in Florida 

One of the earliest recorded references to Vaca-

tion Bible School in Florida Methodist churches 

was made by A. J. Price, superintendent of the 

Jacksonville District.1 He reported in the 1927 Of-

ficial Minutes of the John’s River Conference that 

al-though St. Augustine as a tourist destination 

had felt a financial slump (the Depression had 

come early in the decade for Floridians),2 the dis-

trict was pleased to report that the pastor of the 

Methodist church had established and imple-

mented a successful "Daily Vacation Bible 

School” (p. 53). 

Two years later, Price wrote of the threat to 

Sunday Schools in Florida from an increasing 

number of “sports with which gambling is gener-

ally associated,” (Price, 1929, p. 33). The conse-

quence of the combination of sports and gambling 

had produced so much crime in the state that 

fighting its effects had become a “losing battle.” 

He emphasized that “Florida must awake to the 

fact that the church and the pastor constitute [a]

safeguard not only of morals, but also of pocket-

books” (p. 33). He continued, 

If this movement for "liberality" wins out, it will 

cost the State of Florida in finances alone many, 

many times the total cost of maintenance of all 

church programs of all denominations.  

Another peril just beginning to be recognized is a 

result of the American policy of separation of 

church and school. Almost imperceptibly there is 

developing an antagonism between the organized 

forces of religion and education, which threatens 

the very foundation of each. Adequate programs of 

religious education and the more universal ac-

ceptance of the Daily Vacation Bible School, togeth-

er with some program for week-day religions in-

struction, appear to be an imperative necessity. 

(Price, 1929, p. 33) 

In 1929, “Vacation Church Schools” in Florida 

often ran three or four weeks in the summer with 

five 45 minute class periods each day. Those who 

taught were trained and experienced teachers, 

supervised by skilled leaders “who 
(cont. on p. 12) 

Trinity’s Early VBS Focused on Serving God by Helping Others 

By Pamela C. Crosby 
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have made a study of religious needs of youth” (p. 

44). Some claimed that the extended time of reli-

gious education  in the summer equaled the “real 

religious training” young people received during 

an entire year of Sunday School; in fact, some at-

tested that children learned more “during this 

short vacation period  than in their whole life put 

together” (p. 44).  

Memories of “religious training” may be of Bi-

ble lessons, singing, and sharing. Other memories 

may be of games, crafts, or food. Trinity church 

member Dot Binger, for example, recalls her 

VBS experience growing up in Bushnell, FL:  

A little memory sticks with me from a VBS event 

from around 1929 or 1930. We were told to bring a 

jar from home for a special project the next 

day. There was a large container sitting in the mid-

dle of a protected portion of the floor. The container 

contained a swirl of several colors of paint floating 

on some kind of liquid. We dipped our jars into the 

paint and found that we had a nice, multi-colored 

vase when we lifted it out to dry. I have no idea what 

happened to my lovely vase, but it remains firmly in 

memory. 

Another Trinity member, Don Crosby, re-

members relief from hot summer days in Pensaco-

la, FL, during World War II: 

In the early 1940s, while I was 10 or 11 years old, I 

attended Vacation Bible School at a Presbyterian 

Church near my home and near the elementary 

school in which I was enrolled. I confess that I do 

not remember the particular teachings of the Bible 

School, although they certainly influenced me at the 

time and continued to influence my later develop-

ment. But the one thing I do remember, and quite 

vividly, is the midway break or brief recess we were 

allowed to have between the teaching sessions and 

learning experiences. The reason I remember the 

recess so well to this day is that there was no such 

thing as air-conditioning in the church buildings of 

that time, and it was, as usual, extremely hot in the 

Northwest Florida summer. The recess featured a 

huge galvanized wash tub brimming with Kool-Aid, 

and with large blocks of ice floating in the Kool-Aid. 

The teacher used a dipper to fill our cups with the 

deliciously cool liquid, which lived up to its name. 

After the recess, we students were able to enjoy the 

rest of the Bible School schedule in relaxed and re-

freshed ease. 

 

Trinity’s Early VBS 

The beginning of Trinity’s Vacation Bible School 

can be traced (according to research so far) to at 

least 1932. The Rev. W. F. Dunkle, pastor, re-

ported that Vacation Bible School had drawn con-

siderable interest and attendance that summer 

with credit given to Lillian Cross, superinten-

dent of the children’s division, and Eleanor 

Wald, superintendent of the junior department.  

Rev. Dunkle saw great promise in the program 

with expectations for even more interest in the up-

coming year (Dunkle, 1932).  

In 1938, the Vacation Bible School session be-

gan in July 18, running for two weeks from 8:30 to 

11 a.m weekday mornings and welcomed children 

from 5 t0 15 years of age. Included in a call for 

supplies for the boys in the “Manual Arts Depart-

ment” of VBS at Trinity were “coping saws,” handy 

tools used for cutting out shapes from wood 

(“Notices,” 1938, n.p.).  

In the 1950s, Bible school sessions continued to 

take place for two weeks, but church leaders re-

ferred to it as “Vacation Church School” (VCS) in-

stead of “Vacation Bible School” in both the wor-

ship bulletin and in the church newsletter 

(“Vacation Church School,” Jan. 27, 1957, n.p.). 

Ages of children and time periods of the ses-

sions had changed by 1957. VCS was offered to 

children ages 4-12 (instead of 5-15, as was the case 

in 1938). The sessions ran from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., 

with an evening of “sharing time” on Thursday, 

July 18, for parents and friends of the children. 

This was a time designated for the children to pre-

sent what they had learned in their classes and ac-

tivities. To allay visitors of any fears of the Talla-

hassee July heat, the groups were assured that 

they would meet in “air-conditioned 

rooms” (“Vacation Church School,” July 7, 1957, p. 

1). 

 For that year, the theme of the kindergarten 

(four- and five-year-olds) curriculum was “My 

Home and Family”; of  the primary (first, second, 
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and third grades) curriculum, “Friends at Home 

and in the Community”; and of the juniors 

(fourth grade and older) curriculum, “Work and 

Worship Around the World” (“Vacation Church 

School,” July 7, 1957, p. 1). These themes of yes-

terday contrast in tone with those of VBS re-

source kits we see today that are similar to 

amusement-park-sounding themes such as  

“Wilderness Escape,” “Roar,” and “Ship-

wrecked” (See, e.g., Concordia Supply).  

Lessons for kindergarten children focused on 

helping them in their home life; primary children 

studied how to become “helpers” in their commu-

nity and show their love for other helpers in the 

community. The aim for juniors was learning 

ways to become involved in making the world a 

better place for all to live (“Vacation Church 

School,” July 7, 1957, p. 1). In all, 190 children 

attended this comprehensive Vacation Church 

School that year (“Our Trinity Youth, July 14, 

1957, p.1). 

VCS leaders and helpers had exceptional op-

portunities for training in 1957. For example, in 

March that year, a Vacation Church School Insti-

tute offered classes at Saint Paul’s (Tallahassee) 

for VCS leaders in the area. Mary Calhoun, 

“Children’s Worker” from UMC Board of Educa-

tion in Nashville, and other national UM leaders 

in the field of children’s education led sessions 

(“Vacation Church School Institute,” March 24, 

1957). 

In addition to the training session at Saint 

Paul, Trinity provided training opportunities in 

May for VCS workers at the church, led by “Mrs. 

D.L Hood, Mrs. Raymond Schultz, Mrs. 

George Warren, and Miss Madeline Wil-

son” (Vacation Church School Workers, Please 

Note,” May 26, 1957, n.p.). 

By  the time June 1974 rolled around, Vacation 

Church School had been shortened to one week. 

The theme for Nursery I (four-year-olds, born in 

1970) was “I Wonder,” and it explored the ex-

traordinary acts of God as experienced in the 

“world, creation, people and things. . . .” For Kin-

dergarten I and II, the theme was “God’s Purpose 

for Me”; for Elementary I and II, “Living in God’s 

Love,” and for Elementary III and IV, “God’s Ac-

tive People” (“Vacation School Is Planned . . . ,” 

1974, p.3). 

Vacation Church School in June 1983 brought 

to life the “Ways Bible People Lived.” The morn-

ing sessions 

were for three-

year-olds 

through cur-

rent third 

graders and 

began each 

day with chap-

el. For chil-

dren (grades 

three through 

five) a dynam-

ic new pro-

gram began in 

1983 at Trini-

ty. “The Trini-

ty Troopers”—an ongoing “children’s fellowship 

program and learning experience,” emphasized 

the importance of “helping others.” Trinity 

Troopers spent part of their VCS mornings in a 

vast learning center that was devised to incorpo-

rate the VCS theme. The remainder of the Troop-

ers’ mornings, however, was spent in various ser-

vice activities throughout the city such as assist-

ing with Meals on Wheels, sharing craft time with 

older adults, helping at a day care center, and vis-

iting some of Trinity’s homebound (“Trinity’s Va-

cation Church School Is . . .,” June 1983, pp. 1-2). 

Not only did the children provide a vital resource 

in community involvement, but they were en-

gaged in service early in their lives. 

In 1986, 40 children (three-, four-, and five-

year-olds) “traveled” (via their VCS experience at 

Trinity) to “Bethlehem B.C.” Through their les-

sons and activities, they learned about the culture 

of that area in Jesus’s time through stories and 

projects relating to home life, the shepherds’ way 

of living, the tabernacle and school for children, 

and the market place  (Mickler, Sept., 1986, p.4).  

The children did considerable work (cont. on p. 14) 

The children made pouches for shop-

ping in their Bethlehem B.C. Vacation 

Church School. From Monthly Tidings 

(Mickler, 1986, p. 4).  
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as “citizens” of Bethlehem! They baked bread, 

ground wheat, created mats to sit on, stitched 

money pouches, designed and decorated houses 

from refrigerator boxes, and made “sheepfolds to 

protect their sheep.” They visited the market 

place, drew water from the “well,” and watched 

other children working in the shops. They also  

observed a demonstration on making wool 

(Mickler, Sept. 1986, p. 4).  

Trinity historian Lynn McLarty recalls mak-

ing the well by attaching wire mesh onto a ply-

wood circular base. It was about five feet in diam-

eter and had two vertical pieces and a horizontal 

piece across the top. The teachers sculptured pa-

per-mache around the wire mesh to give the de-

sired look of an old drawing well (McLarty, per-

sonal note). 

In July 1987, “Vacation Church School” was 

once again “Vacation Bible School,” but an excit-

ing addition helped to create an holistic learning 

experience. VBS combined with a summer music 

camp program, and “Trinity’s Tunes and Tales 

1987” was born. Registration fee was five dollars 

per child and included ages 3 and up through 

grade 12. The focus of the week-long event was on 

Moses, the plagues, and the Israelites’ release 

from Egypt. Stories with the presentation of the 

musical, Moses and the Freedom Fanatics, per-

formed by the children (“Music Camp Vacation 

Bible School Planned,” May 1987, p. 4).  

While Vacation Bible (or Church) School has 

evolved over the years, religious education con-

tinues to be an important aspect of the church’s 

mission. As VBS founder Mattie Pritchard 

Miles proclaimed in a spirit of inclusion and 

love, it is “for all children of whatever church—or 

no church at all” (Reed, 2017). 

_______________ 
1Jacksonville District was not at that time a member of the Florida 

Conference but rather the St. Johns River Conference. In 1939, the 

St. Johns River Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the 

Florida Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church, and the 

Florida Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South 

formed the Florida Conference, Southeastern Jurisdiction, of The 

Methodist Church. See https://www.flumc.org/

historyofthefloridaconference for a helpful timeline of Florida Con-

ference history (“History of the Florida Conference,” The Florida 

Conference of the United Methodist Church). 

2 Florida residents experienced economic hardship, beginning 

around 1925-1926, marking the beginning of the Great Depression 

in Florida. See, for example, The History of Florida, edited by Mi-

chael Gannon, University Press of Florida, 2018.  
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D o you remember as a child that you went to 

church for a week in the summer during the 

day? Were you served punch, goldfish, and cook-

ies? Did you make necklaces with raw macaroni?  

Well, step back and hear what today’s Vacation 

Bible School is all about! It still is held at the 

church, and mothers volunteer in the morning.  

That’s about all they have in common. 

Today’s VBS planning starts the day after the 

last child leaves the current year’s program. The 

date is set, the program is researched, the theme is 

selected, and the “can” is ordered for the next year. 

The “can” is from a company that puts together 

themes for children’s programs. In it is everything 

you need to do for a week of Bible Study. It in-

cludes some workbooks, props, recipes, and deco-

rations, but mostly ideas to work from.   

Allison Corrigan, children’s coordinator,  and 

Brett Ingram, building superintendent, pull to-

gether a committee of volunteers (mostly from pre-

vious years) to start in January with first Saturday 

of the month work days. These early working days 

give them 5 ½ months of organization and prepa-

ration. By the time June rolls around, most of the 

decorations are ready to be put up.   

The weekend before VBS is a hectic race against 

time.  All props and decorations have to be fin-

ished and put into place. This frantic schedule is 

made even more difficult when the final phase 

can’t begin until after church on Sunday. But, nev-

er fear, it gets done! After church on Sunday, more 

volunteers crowd Moor Hall, and the second floor 

of the education building is in a state of frenzy.  

There is a bribe of light lunch and goodies to get 

the event started. It runs like a well-oiled machine. 

The Welcome Center is transformed into an un-

recognized area, fitting the theme. This year’s set-

ting will probably resemble a train depot or moun-

tain-top railroad, as befitting of the theme “Rocky 

Railway.” That theme will be carried throughout 

the church. There will be separate classes of desti-

nation, sing and play, Bible adventure, dining car, 

Imagination Station, locomotion games, and Kid 

Video Cinema. These are all led by volunteers and 

the youth.  

I have been with the kitchen crew the last few 

years and can give you an insight as to what goes 

on relating to the class that incorporates food and 

learning. We provide snacks for everyone partici-

pating at VBS. Yes, all 160 snacks are created in 

the hallway between the kitchen and Moor Hall by 

groups of three crews. Then halfway through the 

daily schedule, we serve the snacks to the tables for 

the crews.   

The youth helpers assisting preschoolers take a 

kitchen cart down to first floor to serve them their 

snack. The ideas for the snacks come from the 

“can,” and we tweak it to fit our system. Each day 

the snack is related to the daily scripture. We’ve 

done quite a few unique snacks such as the raft of 

graham cracker with a pretzel mast stuck into a 

strawberry and a dried fruit flag. The most memo-

rable of all the snacks was the blue Jell-O that was 

supposed to be cut into hearts. We had blue Jell-O 

throughout the kitchen for weeks.   

Adult volunteers lead other classes, which are 

extremely creative and challenging to manage and 

teach. Perhaps one year I can slip out of the kitch-

en to check them out. The one class I try NOT to 

miss is the one day of water activities with the 

games. It is a day of water games in the courtyard 

between the education building and the sanctuary. 

This place is perfect because the 

It Ain’t Your Grandma’s VBS 

By Judy Levy 

The scary pirates (volunteers, Genevieve Carroll, Brett 

Ingram—with “parrot,” and Barbara Hynes) helped to 

make the VBS a fun learning experience (TUMC media, 

2010).   

(cont. on p. 16) 
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church staff loves to throw water/squirt While 

they are being dowsed with pools of water hoses 

on the unsuspecting VBS crew and participants. , 

water guns, hoses, and pails of water, imagine 

their surprise when it comes from above.  

   Registration starts in early March for TUMC 

members. The ages for preschool consist of three- 

to four-year-olds. The ages for 

elementary are  rising kindergar-

ten to rising fifth graders. And the 

ages for youth are rising sixth 

graders up through rising high 

school seniors. TUMC members 

are encouraged to register early 

because registration will be open 

to the public two to three weeks 

later.   

   At the time of  the publication of 

this article, VBS at TUMC is 

planned for June 8-12, 2020, be-

ginning at 8:45 each morning and 

ending around noon. Youth help-

ers and volunteers start at 8:30.  

    Throughout the years, VBS 

leaders and workers have welcomed visitors to 

attend sessions and have encouraged those who 

want to volunteer to attend Saturday work days 

throughout the spring as well as the all-day work 

days before the sessions. This year’s all day work 

days are scheduled for June 6-7.  

 

VBS youngsters make hearts out of blue Jell-O. Each snack relates to the daily 

scripture. Three crews of elementary children and youth leaders make the snack 

in the hall between the kitchen and Moor Hall for all attendees (2012, TUMC 

media). 

“Fish” hang from the ceiling. The 2018 "Shipwrecked" theme setting included the transformation of the Welcome Center into a 

ship with a gang plank (Trinity UMC media). 

(cont. from p. 15) 
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C rossroads editors welcome reflections by 

Trinity members and staff on their experi-

ences this spring and (possibly) summer during 

the COVID-19 pandemic. At the time of publica-

tion, Florida residents, including Trinity’s con-

gregation, have been given stay-at-home orders. 

This is a time of great worry for the suffering of 

our church, for our Tallahassee neighbors, and 

for the wider society and global community. Each 

individual’s life has been impacted in some way 

by the spread of the virus and its disruption to 

daily life.  

We are interested in hearing the experiences of 

our readers as members of our church com-

munity. Please consider the following questions: 

• How did your experiences as a Trinity member 

change during the epidemic? 

• What problems or limitations confronted you re-

lating to your experience as a Trinity mem-

ber? 

• How did you try to cope with these limitations? 

• What church resources (including leaders and 

members of the church community) did you find 

the most helpful? 

• What were some of the ways that you remained 

engaged with fellow church members and 

with church staff and leaders? 

 

Send your reflection of your experiences as a 

church member in this crisis by email to Pam 

Crosby, editor, at pcrosby@tumct.org for consid-

eration for publication in Crossroads. You may 

include your reflection in the body of the email or 

in a Word attachment.  

Call for Submissions: Reflections on Experiences at Trinity During 
the COVID-19 Epidemic 

T rinity’s leaders and members are responding to the changes in church life brought on by the 

COVID-19 epidemic. The spring of 2020 is not the first time that church members have been ex-

pected to miss church services because of a pandemic. During the global crisis of the 1918 influenza, 

schools and churches in Tallahassee were periodically closed (Butterworth, R. P. [1999]. “Preparing 

for a New Century—1875-1919,” in L.H. Yates [Ed.] Trinity United Methodist Church: Tallahassee’s 

First Church, 1824-1999, p. 50). The Rev. S.W. Lawler (serving Trinity from 1917-1920) reported 

that the church had “a very good year” even though they had endured a world war and an epidemic, 

as seen here in an excerpt from the Quarterly Conference Minutes (November 11, 1918, p. 2.):   

An Epidemic and a War! A Snapshot of Trinity Life in 1918 

mailto:pcrosby@tumct.org
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By Pamela C. Crosby 

 

O ne hundred and nine years after John Wes-

ley first came to the United States and “set 

foot on American ground,” the first session of the 

Florida Conference was held. The site of this inau-

gural gathering was the Tallahassee Station 

church (known today as “Trinity United Method-

ist Church”) on February 6, 1845 (Temple, 1987, 

pp. 96-97). 

 

It had been some months earlier that the Flori-

da Conference was organized at the General Con-

ference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, which 

took place in New York in May-June 1844. A reso-

lution announced the schism of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church during the closing days of the 

Conference (pp. 95-96). With the Territory of 

Florida soon becoming a state in March 3, 1845, 

the future of Florida Methodists was rapidly 

changing. 

One of the purposes of the Trinity Historical 

Society is to educate our congregation about the 

history of the church through many types of me-

dia. In light of the significant event in our Meth-

odist heritage of the first session of the newly or-

ganized Florida Conference taking place in Talla-

hassee, two Historical Society members, Judy 

Tait Levy and  E. Lynn McLarty set out to me-

morialize the historic meeting so that current and 

future members and visitors would take note of its 

importance.  

The fruits of their efforts include a bronze 

plaque (see photo on following page) that will be 

affixed to the wall at the front entrance of the 

church alongside the Methodist Historical Site 

designation. On February 9, 2020, during the 

three worship services at Trinity, Judy presented a 

short history of the session and led the congrega-

tions in a litany that included these words:  

 

 

Almighty God, you have raised up serv-

ants to proclaim the gift of redemption  

and a life of holiness. . . .  

You led them and their followers to cre-

ate the heritage that is ours. . . .  

And we give thanks for the place of our 

rich tradition among the churches in 

the Florida Conference, which com-

prise the Body of Christ. . . . .  

With all your people throughout crea-

tion, give us a new vision, new love, 

new wisdom and fresh understanding, 

that we may serve you more fully; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

175th Anniversary of First Session of the Florida Conference Meeting at Trinity 

Noted in Worship Service and Commemorative Plaque  

 
Two Tumultuous Years for 

 Tallahassee Methodists 

  

May-June 1844 
  
  

General Conference 
of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church 
(MEC) creates the 
Florida Conference. 
  

June 1844 Resolution of  
Separation of MEC 
announced at Gen-
eral Conference  

Feb. 6. 1845 First Session of 
Florida Conference 
of MEC, South in 
Tallahassee 

Mar. 3, 1845 Florida becomes a 
state. 
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Senior Pastor Dr. 

Wayne Wiatt read the 

names of pastors who 

have served at Trinity in 

1844 and later, beginning 

with the Rev. Gadwell 

J. Pearce (Yates, 1999, 

p. 8).  

Pictured on the right, 

the plaque (crafted by 

Awards4U Recognition 

and Promotional Prod-

ucts in Tallahassee) de-

picts the 1840 white stuc-

co building, which re-

placed the plain wooden 

structure of 1825. It is 

ready to be mounted after 

church leaders and staff 

can resume governance 

and operation of the 

church.1 
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1840 structure of the church body that would become known as 

the Trinity United Methodist Church. It is a white stucco building, 

which replaced a simple wooden building constructed in 1825.  
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By Historical Society Leadership Team 

O n February 3, 2020, Trinity’s Historical 

Society lost a dear friend who was a prodi-

gious influence on historic preservation efforts 

at Trinity. Below are reflections on the work 

and life at Trinity of Bob Yates (1925-2020) that 

attest to the contributions he made. 

The Rev. E. Wayne Curry  

A fter a few years at Trinity, we began to 

make some major renovations around the 

church: New windows in the education building 

(144 of them!); establishment of the prayer and 

memorial garden with memorial tree; beautifi-

cation of the Welcome Center; and numerous 

other things. 

From the very beginning of the renovations, 

Bob and Linda Yates kept strongly encourag-

ing me (to put it mildly!) to create a special 

room to celebrate our church’s wonderful histo-

ry. Previously, all of the historical records were 

stored (crammed really!) in a small room next 

to the parlor and were brought out and dis-

played on special occasions. With Bob’s special 

architectural expertise and Linda’s input, the 

Heritage Room was created.   

And what a beautiful, meaningful place it 

turned out to be! The wall to wall time-line, the 

various artifacts from years gone by, the stained 

glass windows, the “Letters from the War” are 

just a few of the many displays that make it 

such a special place. It is because of Bob’s and  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Linda’s love for Trinity that we are blessed with 

this space that celebrates the long and vibrant 

history of Trinity United Methodist Church. 

The Rev. Dr. Wayne Wiatt 

A s his pastor, I observed that about 8:15 

a.m. every Sunday Morning, Bob would 

make his way down the left-hand aisle of the 

sanctuary, always smartly dressed, and would 

with great punctual-

ity and intention, 

take his seat by his 

wonderful bride, 

Linda; just about 10 

rows from the front, 

pulpit side, worship 

bulletin in hand, 

scripture read, and 

hymnbook marked 

to the opening 

hymn of praise.   

Like his near per-

fect church attend-

ance (only illness 

could keep Bob 

away from church), 

his quick wit, his 

humor, along with 

his infectious per-

sonality, made Bob-

by Yates a man of 

commitment, forti-

tude, and strength 

from which he never 

wavered! Bob was consistent day in and day 

out! Every day, it was as if he walked off the 

cover of Gentlemen’s Quarterly for nonagenari-

ans! 

He designed the bathroom in my [senior pas-

tor’s] office as well as drew up the plans for the 

Heritage Room. He and Linda worked tirelessly 

to lead the way in documenting our soon to be 

In one corner of the Heritage 

Room are artifacts, including 

carvings by the Rev. George Fos-

ter, former senior pastor, and a 

wooden memorial  plaque in 

memory of nine young men from 

Trinity who lost their lives during 

World War II.  

Celebrating a Life and Legacy: Charles Robert Yates, Architect of the 

Heritage Room 

The Rev. Wayne Curry and Bob 

Yates, 2010. Trinity UMC media. 
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200 years of history at Trinity 

United Methodist. Whether you 

knew him by “Charlie,” “Bob,” 

or “Bobby,” Charles Robert 

Yates lived by this personal cre-

do: “Service Above Self, He 

Profits Most Who Serves Best.”   

Dot Binger, HS 

Secretary 

D uring the last two or three 

years, I often sat at the 

table for dinner with Bob and 

Linda on Wednesday evenings 

before Lay Academy and after 

we had spent several hours 

working or meeting in the Herit-

age Room. At each of those eve-

nings, there was a steady stream of people who 

would stop by either to talk with him or just to 

speak. From the words I caught, it seemed their 

connections with Bob were not only through 

Trinity, but also through a variety of other con-

nections from his running days to his activities 

with Rotary Club.  

E. Lynn McLarty, Membership  

Archivist 

S oon after the Heritage Room was renovated, 

I began to do more investigative work with 

Trinity’s invaluable records. On Wednesday af-

ternoons there were usually the three of us in the 

Heritage Room for several hours—Linda, 

“Bobby” Yates, and me. With a different book in 

hand each week, Bobby would entertain himself 

beside me while I spread my material on the cir-

cular table. Linda was busy working at her desk.  

During these years, inevitably a photo would 

surface that prompted a lengthy discussion be-

tween Bobby and me. 

 Both of us had been in the Service, but obvi-

ously my experiences in the Navy were not near-

ly as descriptive as his in the Army, due to his 

being a medic in the South Pacific during WWII. 

When he would expand the conversation to 

the extreme by describing the exotic wounds he 

The impressive timeline displayed on the south wall of the Heritage Room. It depicts information about major 

events and memorable pastors of Trinity.  

(cont. on p. 22) 

The mission statement of the Heritage Room is displayed on one of the many 

file cabinets that house documents and files: “Collecting, preserving, organiz-

ing historical materials and displaying them in a permanent heritage room is a 

ministry of memory designed to connect us to the Methodist church family, to 

identify and honor those who went before us, to live principled Christian lives 

ourselves, and to inspire future generations to become disciples.” 
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encountered, Linda would turn to 

us and ask for him to temper the 

remarks. Knowing that one of my 

daughters and her husband are 

Gator [University of Florida] ar-

chitects gave him much delight.  

 When I shared with him that 

the famous Walter Gropius was 

the architect for the proposed 

1956 Civic Center, he wanted to 

know more. The final topic 

brought the most elaboration. We 

could talk incessantly on “old Tal-

lahassee.”  And from all these very 

informative sessions, I thank 

Charles Robert “Bobby” Yates for sharing colorful 

insights in so many subjects. 

Anne Parker, HS Membership Records 

Asst. 

M y association with Mr. Yates came very late 

in his life so I would add only that I knew 

him to be kind, loyal, and amazingly dedicated to 

Trinity and, more importantly, to the work of God.  

I mentioned in our February meeting how moved I 

was that he had been in attendance at our January 

meeting. He 

pushed on and 

provided such a 

lovely example 

for us all.   

Mary Margaret 

Rogers, Mem-

bership Rec-

ords Asst. 

I  remember my 

husband Sam’s 

conversations 

with Bob about 

his days in WWII 

as an Army medic. 

He was definitely 

one of the Greatest Generation and a true gentle-

man. We also always enjoyed having dinner every 

Wednesday at church before Lay Academy classes. 

We usually sat with Bob and Linda. Often Bob had 

a "smart" quip of some kind, so he had a great 

sense of humor.  

He was proud of growing up in midtown Talla-

hassee. His childhood home still stands on Thom-

asville Road. 

Pam Crosby, Crossroads Editor 

B ob Yates’s presence remains with us in the 

Heritage Room on the third floor of Trinity 

Hall. While he will not be sitting in his usual place 

at the table during society meetings and sorting 

projects, the timeline on the wall, the corner dis-

plays, the banners, and stain glass hangings forev-

er remind us of the spaces he designed for the 

home of these historical artifacts. And this room 

that holds stories of pioneers—some famous—

some whose stories we have yet to tell—has be-

come my home.   

Everyone in our church has benefited from the 

leadership efforts of Bob and Linda and their un-

yielding persistence in creating a place dedicated 

to the church’s history. Even though their vision 

may have not received the early support they 

sought—they diligently kept to their goal. Their 

accomplishments, therefore, have made the Herit-

age Room everybody’s home, and we should never 

forget our indebtedness to its generous, loveable, 

and devoted architect.  

 

 

 

On the north wall of the Heritage Room are banners, artifacts, and bound copies 

of back issues of church newsletters, conference notes, and other types of  docu-

ments. 

Bob Yates in costume at the 180th 

celebration of Trinity’s history.  

(cont. from p. 21) 
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Making History: Quarterly News from Trinity’s Historical Society 

and the Committee for Preservation of Church History 

HS Celebrates the Leadership of  

Linda Yates 

A t the January 8, 2020, meeting, Historical So-

ciety Leadership Committee (HSLC) members 

surprised outgoing Chair Linda Yates with a cele-

bration in honor of  her work in establishing and 

leading the Historical Society. Members expressed 

their appreciation for her impressive leadership 

and scholarship throughout her time in service to 

the Society and to Trinity’s historical preservation 

efforts. 

Josh Goodman Shares Expertise 

J oshua Goodman, archives historian of  the 

State Archives of Florida, met with HSLC mem-

bers on March 6, 2020, to discuss ways that this 

Florida agency can assist Trinity historians in pre-

serving historical documents and artifacts as well 

as providing public access to historical records and 

research. 

HS Reaches Milestones 

A ccomplishments noted this quarter are the 

following:  

• Church trustees approved the description 

planned for Trinity’s historical marker soon to 

be installed in front of the church on Park Ave-

nue. Bob Jones, Historical Society historian, 

led efforts to submit the application for approval 

by the State Historical Marker Council, which 

has been finalized. An anonymous donor from 

Trinity has agreed to cover the cost of the mark-

er.  

• Thanks to the diligence of Mary Margaret 

Rogers and Anne Parker, membership rec-

ords assistants, along with Dan Drake, advisor 

for digital backup and preservation, records for  

baptisms, marriages, and deaths have been 

completed.    

• Rhonda Work, HS chair, has organized all 

CDs of services and sermons in chronological 

order.  

• Lynn McLarty, HS membership archivist and 

Miriam McLarty, Trinity member, met Judith 

New, Florida Conference archivist, in Lakeland, 

FL, on February 6, 2020, to discuss plans for 

the 200th anniversary of Trinity. They toured 

the Florida Conference Archives on the campus 

of Florida Southern University in Lakeland.  

• Lynn McLarty and Judy Levy, membership 

archivist assistant, completed Book Six of the 

Church Register. Colleen McConnell, Trinity 

member, formatted the document into PDF-

searchable format. The updated register is in 

our online archives.  

• Lynn McLarty is also working on an un-

published grouping of Quarterly Conference 

Minutes (QCM) documents. Those remaining to 

be published are 1927-1960. Soon these remain-

ing QCMs should be in hardcopy form. 

• Linda Yates, HS vice chair  and representative of 

the Committee for the Preservation of Church 

History, attended Trinity’s Church Council 

meeting, which convened by Zoom on March  

24, 2020, to discuss the current issues with 

COVID-19, its impact on budget and ministries, 

and to develop a six-month contingency plan. 

Two aspects each ministry should identify are 

(a) needs for the next six months and (b) ways 

members will stay in contact with each other.   

Meeting Canceled but Work Continues 

A lthough the April 2020 meeting of the Histor-

ical Society was cancelled, members continue 

to work on research, respond to questions posed to 

them by church members, publish Crossroads, and 

attend virtual church meetings. As our Society con-

tinues to cope with the COVID-19 epidemic and the 

disruption and distress it is causing, our focus is on 

preserving and disseminating Trinity’s history to 

those in our church and wider community.  

 

 

https://www.tumct.org/welcome/about/history/historical-resources/
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If you would like to be a published author in an 

upcoming issue, see guidelines below: 

 

Call for Stories and Articles 

• “I Remember When” snapshots: These are short 

descriptions that recount church life memories. They are 

usually 25–100 words long. See below for general 

guidelines. 

• Oral interviews: Interviews may be audio or video 

taped. Trinity historians write up the interviews in narra-

tive form with approval from the persons interviewed 

before publication. Videos or audios of the interviews may 

be posted on Trinity’s website with permission from per-

sons interviewed.  

• Firsthand stories: Individuals may submit stories 

based on their firsthand experience at Trinity. The stories 

are generally 500 words, but can be longer. See 

“General Guidelines.”  

• Research articles: These articles are more formal in 

nature. 

 Criteria for formal articles include relevance to the pur-

pose of the newsletter, which is to publish articles that 

pertain to the history of Trinity in a substantial way; 

quality of writing; historical accuracy; clarity; con-

ciseness; coherence; and readability.  

 Articles should be original works and not excerpts. 

 The word limit for articles is usually around 500 

words, but can be longer. 

A list of resources used for historical research may be re-

quested. Original sources (instead of information from 

history books, newspapers, or newsletters) are preferred 

when possible. 

General Guidelines 

• Writing should be free of disrespectful language.  

• Photos and information should not violate privacy, copy-

right, or other established laws. 

• All accepted works are subject to editing in compliance 

with all Crossroads guidelines, including style guide 

standards, and must pass editorial approval before 

publication. 

• Submit Word document to Pamela Crosby, editor, at 

pcrosby@tumct.org.                                                 

Submission Guidelines 

Historical Society Leadership Committee 

Rhonda Work,  Chair  

Dot Binger, Secretary      Linda H. Yates, Vice Chair 

Pamela C. Crosby, Publications Editor Sally Huggins, Crossroads Asst. Editor 

Bob Jones, Historian Judy Levy, Membership Archivist Asst. 

E. Lynn McLarty, Membership Archivist Anne Parker, Membership Records Asst. 

 Mary Margaret Rogers 

 Membership Records Asst. 

Contact Information 

Physical Location: 120 W. Park Avenue – Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1086 

Tallahassee, Florida 32301   

Historical Society Email: history@tumct.org 

Crossroads Email: pcrosby@tumct.org  

Crossroads Online Archives: https://www.tumct.org/crossroads-newsletter/ 

Church Leadership  

The Rev. Dr. Wayne Wiatt, Senior Pastor   

The Rev. Neal Avirett, Associate Pastor   

Dr. Nick Quinton, Director of Discipleship & Adult Ministries 

The purpose of Crossroads is to provide descriptions of historical events and to publish news related to the Trinity United Meth-

odist Church Historical Society. Its intent is not to endorse or criticize theological or ethical positions related to issues that these 

descriptive accounts might raise. While we strive to be as accurate as possible, we make mistakes sometimes. Please send your 

comments, corrections, and requests for printed copies as well as inquiries about submissions to Pamela Crosby, chief editor, at 

pcrosby@tumct.org.  
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