
Because of God’s love for us through Jesus Christ, we exist to worship, grow, and serve.

Volume 47, Number 5, May, 2020

      You may have noticed our new online 
presence in the past few weeks. We 
started our digital service on the very 
first Sunday of the “Flatten the Curve” 
guidelines on March 22, 2020.  Not only 
can our Trinity family now participate 
online together during worship, but our 
staff has created online daily devotions 
and converted bible studies, small 
group classes, Lay Academy, Sunday 
School groups, Becoming Fit at Church, 
Children’s Ministry, and Youth Ministry to 
online classes and events. The staff  has 
diligently been learning the aspects of 
working with camera angles, recording, 
filming deadlines, set up and tear down, 
plus all the filming and editing involved 
in bringing our worship and children 
and youth programs to an interactive 
online presence. Thank you to Viktor 
Billa and Spencer Schrowang for all your 
dedication to this effort.
 

   Trinity has maintained  its missional 
presence as our own Dr. Nick Quinton 
has convened clergy and local 
organizations into an online ministry 
called “Shared Grace Tallahassee” 
(sharedgracetally.com). See article on 
Page 3. 
 
   You can find Trinity online on YouTube 
http://bit.ly/TUMCTlh and on the radio 
at 100.7FM on iHeart Radio. If you need 
help finding us online, please contact 
our Director of Communications,  
Spencer Schrowang, at 720-448-1878 or 
sschrowang@tumct.org 
 
   We all long for the day when we can 
once again worship together, sing 
together and pray together. Thank you 
for your dedication to our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ and to our wonderful 
Trinity United Methodist Church as we 
continue to worship, grow, and serve! 

Trinity Goes Online
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Trinity received the following gifts from
March 11 - April 10:

Gifts to Trinity

In memory of Larry O’Steen from Shannon 
Bergstrom and Andres Freidel. 

In memory of Bob Yates from Nancy Frantel, 
John and Jan Hamilton, and Jane Demott.

In memory of Oberley Brown from John and 
Jan Hamilton

In memory of Curtis Simmons, Jr. from 
New South Homes, Inc., and Donie Ann 
Henderson

What is Eastertide?

The image of an “incoming tide” truly 
comes to mind for me as I think about 
this liturgical season that represents the 
50 Days from Easter Sunday to Pentecost, 
or Eastertide. For the early church it 
began with the Easter Vigil… beginning 
at Sundown on Saturday and lasting to 
the traditional sunrise service on Easter 
Sunday morning. Catholic, Episcopal, and 
Lutheran Communions have traditionally 
celebrated with an Easter Vigil before 
Easter Sunday, but a growing number of 
protestant denominations are beginning 
to do the same! I remember attending 
my first Easter Vigil at First United 
Methodist Church, Winter Park, FL when 
Jan Richardson was artist in residence 
there. She is an ordained elder in the 
United Methodist Church and a gifted 
artist and author. 

www.janrichardson.com  

Jan incorporated art, liturgy, and music, 
along with the spoken word to help us 
make a pathway to the empty tomb.

Historically, the word “Eastertide” 
appeared in written manuscripts prior 
to the 12 Century. It is the season 
that includes the celebration of the 
Resurrection of Christ as well as the 
reception of new members into the 
Church. (Catechism or Catechumate). 
This season of instruction, baptism, and 
training regarding church membership 
can last from several weeks or months 
to a number of years. At Trinity, our 
Confirmation Class studies during the 
Sunday School hour for almost an entire 
year beginning in September with the 
new school year and ending after Easter 
when they are ready to be received into 
membership in the Church, usually in 
mid-May. This year, due to the COVID-19 
restrictions, we hope to worship again 
in June and be able to celebrate their 
professions of faith and membership into 
Trinity at that time! 

Instruction for our Confirmation 
Class has included trips to different 
congregations including St. Thomas 
Moore Catholic Church, Temple Israel 
Reformed Synagogue, as well as Pisgah 
United Methodist Church in Leon County. 
Pisgah is the oldest Methodist Church 

structure in Leon Country, built in the 
Greek Revival Style and founded in 1830. 
It began only six years after the founding 
of Trinity along with the formation of the 
City of Tallahassee!  

We have certainly had an unusual 
Eastertide this year at Trinity! Our hope is 
that since the Eastertide Season is not over 
until Pentecost, we can go back and claim 
some of the celebrations and worship 
experiences for which we were unable 
to gather during our times of isolation. 
I hope you will join me in celebrating 
the confirmation class this year as they 
continue to prepare to join our church in 
the very near future. 

Our Confirmands this year include: Katy 
Bodiford, Brayden Chason, Langston 
Chason, Bailey Corrigan,  Linley Foster, 
Rees McWhirter, John Morgan, Cason 
Peddie, Ben Pogge, Aubrey Recks, Libby 
Shalley, Laurie Shiver, Benjamin Wagnon, 
Lillian Watters, Ben Zurko.  

Rose Glenn
Homeless Mats Chair

Homeless Mats

Many thanks to those who have taken 
the time to carefully fold the plastic 
grocery bags before turning them in. You 
don’t know what a big help that is. It saves 
time for those who cut the strips.

I have had to change to a new e-mail 
server. In transferring the names, I may 
have left out some. If you would like to 
be on my e-mail list, notify me at the 
address below. Sorry if I missed you. Come 
and help us in this worthy mission to the 
homeless neighbors in our community. 
Contact me at budsthorn@comcast.net

Dr. Wayne D. Wiatt
Senior Pastor
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   I hold onto the notion that it is God’s 
grace that animates all of us. When I 
look around I try to remember God’s 
love, poured out into Creation, is what 
gives each and every one of us life. 
This recognition, simple as it may be, 
is central to how I understand our faith 
and discipleship.  In his sermon, On 
Love, Wesley writes “Whosoever feels the 
love of God and man shed abroad in his 
heart, feels an ardent and uninterrupted 
thirst after the happiness of all his fellow-
creatures” (Feb. 20, 1736).  We could say 
that when a disciple accepts God’s grace 
they can’t help but share it. This premise 
is what frames the work of Shared Grace 
Tallahassee (sharedgracetally.com).

   On Friday, March 20, your pastors 
joined a Zoom Meeting with clergy 
from all corners of our community, local 
volunteers, and leaders in human and 
public services. We met to talk about the 
needs we see emerging in the spread of 
COVID-19 and our collective response to 
contain and prevent it. Almost 30 of us 
were in attendance.

 The participants shared many needs, 
concern for our community, and a 
commitment to help.  This was the first 
meeting of what is now Shared Grace 
Tallahassee.
   
   It feels like a lifetime ago since our 
first meeting. Urgent government 
response after response, tens of millions 
unemployed, millions sick, hundreds 
of thousands of lives lost, and so many 
other hardships and changes to our 
lives characterize the sustained trauma 
for each of us.  This is our new normal.  
With our vulnerability as humans laid 
bare, each of us steps into God’s grace in 
whatever way we can.  Our Zoom group 
has taken up this grace and gathers 
every Friday morning to offer hope and 
build collaborations for the good of our 
community.  

   Multiple partnerships have come out 
of our meetings, including a recent 
collaboration between Trinity and 
IMPACT@FAMU Wesley Foundation. 
Dr. Latricia Scriven, director at FAMU 
Wesley and pastor at New Life UMC, 
has been part of Shared Grace from the 
beginning.  She reached out after our 
Zoom meeting on April 17 with an idea 
to work together.  

   On Thursday, April 23rd, we partnered 
to provide a meal to the support staff at 
Hope Community.  These are front line 
workers delivering vital services to some 
of the most vulnerable people in our 
community. This collaboration reminded 
the team at Hope we care for them and 
value their work.  Similarly, working 
with Dr. Scriven and FAMU Wesley has 
deepened our connection and we are 
hopeful for new ways to share God’s 
grace in the future.

   Our work with IMPACT@FAMU and 
other collaborations from our weekly 
Zoom Meeting is Shared Grace 
Tallahassee.  As the pandemic unfolds 
and our collective response continues 
to take on new forms, my prayer is that 
Trinity, along with all our partners in 
the community and across the United 
Methodist connection, will continue to 
be a witness of God’s grace in the world.  

Two of our districts (North  West 
and South West) will be led by district 
superintendents who  also have senior 
pastor responsibilities: Rev. Dr. Wayne 
Wiatt and Rev. Thom Shafer. Instead 
of adding additional staff, Janet Earls, 
Director of Congregational Vitality, will 
give one-third of her time supporting 
each district superintendent with their 
missional strategy. She will become a 
member of our Cabinet and will continue 
to provide leadership to our conference-
wide vitality initiative while supporting 
the successful piloting of superintendents 
with dual roles.

    “I want to thank each of these gifted 
leaders,” Bishop Carter commented. “Each 
is instrumental in guiding us through 
the adaptive challenges of a dynamic 
mission field, the denominational 
conversations about unity, the call 
to each local church to move toward 
vitality, and the disruptions of COVID-19. 
We are blessed by their dedication and 
faithfulness. In addition, we want the 
annual conference to know that cost 
savings related to these changes will 
allow us to channel significant financial 
resources to the mission that occurs in 
local churches and communities.”
To read the full article, go here: 
bit.ly/3c57mwd

Shared Grace Tallahassee

Bishop Carter Announces Annual Conference Staff Leadership 
Changes, Addition to Cabinet

Nick Quinton 
Director of Discipleship
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Teaming Up to Send Publications 

It was a team effort of Trinity members 
Erin Pratt, Julianne Clayton, Judy Levy, 
and Dr. Lynn McLarty,  who took on the 
project of mailing copies of Upper Room 
and Crossroads, the Historical Society’s 
quarterly publication, to Trinity members 
residing in the Westminster Oaks (WO) 
community. Like most Floridians, WO 
residents have been under sheltering 
orders during the coronavirus epidemic.

HS Celebrates the Leadership of Linda 
Yates

At the January 8, 2020, meeting, 
Historical Society Leadership Committee 
(HSLC) members surprised outgoing 
Chair Linda Yates with a celebration in 
honor of her work in establishing and 
leading the Historical Society. Members 
expressed their appreciation for her 
impressive leadership and scholarship 
throughout her time in service to 
the Society and to Trinity’s historical 
preservation efforts.

Dr. Josh Goodman Shares Expertise

Dr. Joshua Goodman, archives historian 
of  the State Archives of Florida, met 
with Historical Society Leadership Team 
members on March 6, 2020, to discuss 
ways that this Florida agency can assist 
Trinity historians in preserving historical 
documents and artifacts as well as 
providing public access to historical 
records and research.

HS Reaches Milestones

Accomplishments noted this quarter 
include the following: 

• Church trustees approved the 
description planned for Trinity’s historical 
marker soon to be installed in front of 
the church on Park Avenue. Bob Jones, 
Historical Society historian, led efforts 
to submit the application for approval 
by the State Historical Marker Council, 
which has been finalized. An anonymous 
donor from Trinity has agreed to cover 
the cost of the marker. 

•  Thanks to the diligence of Mary 
Margaret Rogers and Anne Parker, 
membership records assistants, along 
with Dan Drake, advisor for digital 
backup and preservation, records for 
baptisms, marriages, and deaths have 
been completed.   

•  Rhonda Work, HS chair, has organized 
all CDs of services and sermons in 
chronological order. 

•  Dr. Lynn McLarty, HS membership 
archivist and Miriam McLarty, Trinity 
member, met Judith New, Florida 
Conference archivist, in Lakeland, FL, on 
February 6, 2020, to discuss plans for the 
200th anniversary of Trinity. They toured 
the Florida Conference Archives on the 
campus of Florida Southern University in 
Lakeland. 

•  Dr. Lynn McLarty and Judy Levy, 
membership archivist assistant, 
completed Book Six of the Church 
Register. Colleen McConnell, Trinity 
member, formatted the document into 
PDF-searchable format. The updated 
register is in the Historical Society’s 
online archives. 

•  Dr. Lynn McLarty is also working on 
an unpublished grouping of Quarterly 
Conference Minutes (QCM) documents. 
Those remaining to be published are 
1927-1960. Soon these remaining QCMs 
will be in hardcopy form.

•  Linda Yates, HS vice chair  and 
representative of the Committee for the 
Preservation of Church History, attended 
Trinity’s Church Council meeting, 
which convened by Zoom on March 24, 
2020, to discuss the current issues with 
COVID-19, its impact on budget and 
ministries, and to develop a six-month 
contingency plan. Two aspects each 
ministry should identify are (a) needs 
for the next six months and (b) ways 
members will stay in contact with each 
other.  

Meeting Canceled but Work Continues

Although Historical Society members 
have been unable to meet in person, 
they continue to work on research, 
respond to questions posed to them by 
church members, publish Crossroads, 
and attend virtual church meetings. As 
our Society continues to cope with the 
COVID-19 epidemic and the disruption 
and distress it is causing, our focus is on 
preserving and disseminating Trinity’s 
history to those in our church and wider 
community.
(This news digest was based on 
information published in the April 2020 
issue of Crossroads.)

Making History: Quarterly News from Trinity’s Historical Society
Dr. Pamela C. Crosby
Crossroads Editor

Dr. Lynn McLarty, Dr. Judith New, and Ms 
Nell Thrift at the Florida UMC state archives in 

Lakeland, Florida.
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“When the Lord saw that he had gone 
over to look, God called him from within 
the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And Moses said, 
‘Here I am.’” - Exodus 3:4

 The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
estimates there are some 6,500 fugitives 
on the run from U.S. authorities. Their 
crimes range from missed child support 
payments to murder, and most share an 
ability to live quiet lives under the radar. 
In Exodus 3, Moses is that latter; tending 
his father-in-law’s sheep the on far side 
of a wilderness. It’s here that God catches 
Moses’ attention, a divine encounter 
changing him and revealing God’s heart 
for the oppressed. This change causes him 
to face his past and lead others toward the 
promised land.

 When I think of Moses’ walk on the far-
side of the wilderness, it wasn’t the sight 
of fire that was new; he was a man of the 
outdoors. It wasn’t the crackling sound            
of a fire; the bush wasn’t consumed. He 
wasn’t following the crowd. He was simply 
walking his father in-law’s sheep. 

 
It was a moment he recognized to be 

different than all other moments. The 
scripture says, “God called him from within 
the bush.” It was God drawing him to an 
extraordinary way from within the bush. 
He treats it differently than other moments 
by taking off his shoes. This would be the 
beginning of many encounters with God 
and no two would be alike.

 
As a child I attended a lot of after school 

programs, one of them was the Christian 
Life Center downtown. There were pool 
tables, Atari games (a Japanese word for 
hitting the target), and air hockey. Back 
in the day, I dominated at air hockey. It 
was hard to peel me away. And yet on 
Wednesdays, I found myself saying yes 
to  an open call to hear a Bible story 
using a felt-board. As fourth graders, we 
could take it or leave it, and to this day 

I still can’t believe I 
chose bible stories on 
a felt-board over an 
air hockey table and 
Atari! Looking back, 
I was drawn to more 
than a story, I believe 
God was making a 
path for me to follow.                                                    
Has God ever made a 
path like that for you?

 
Living in Kentucky, 

I remember wanting more from my 
seminary education and heard about a 
group called the Barnabas Foundation. It 
was an organization founded to encourage 
small group discipleship among Christians. 
I read the professor’s book and attended 
the training. I prayed, discerned, and made 
the big ask to everyone I knew. They all 
turned me down, so I began asking those 
I didn’t know as well. After a few weeks, 
five returned to say yes. We met weekly 
for two hours to sing, read from personal 
devotions, share struggles, and prayed for 
each other for the next three years. Have 
you ever met with a group that wanted 
to cut to the heart of what really matters?

 
Last week as I moved wheel barrels of 

dirt into our backyard, I noticed a Carolina 
Wren on our fence. It appears different 
times throughout the day. It sings with it’s 
head pointing up in the air. Bird watchers 
and books say it’s song is a loud, rolling 
chant of tea-kettle tea-kettle tea-kettle, 
and I would agree. I’ve seen a potential 
mate respond now and again. Lately, I’ve 
begun to wonder if it’s been calling me. 
Not speaking to me, but maybe drawing 
me closer to God. 

Have you ever heard a sound like that? 
Each of these experiences in my life has 
had the potential of ushering me into a 

deeper walk with Christ. I wish I could 
say I’ve been open to every offer, but 
I haven’t. I have wasted moments of 
inspiration from God, only to think it will 
come round again. It doesn’t, at least 
not in the same way. The ones where I 
have invested myself have become for 
me far-side wilderness moments to face 
God and my shortfalls. The journeys have 
brought renewed sense of purpose, liv-
ing, and sometimes mission.

 
As I struggle to craft this article, a bird 

has lit on the feeder outside our dining 
room. I’ve never seen one like it before. I 
call for my oldest daughter to see, but it 
flies away before she gets to the table. I 
reach for the National Geographic Guide 
to Backyard Birds sitting in front of me. I 
turn to the drawing resembling the one I 
witnessed. Like most moments with God, it 
turns out to be a rare sighting for this area. 
How do I know that God likes to catch our 
attention in such moments like these? A 
little bird told me.

A Little Bird Told Me
Neal Avirett
Associate Pastor
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Stacey Duggar
Preschool Director

The Adventures of Corduroy!

We have a tradition at the preschool 
that dates to the early years of our 
school. We were founded in 1973 and 
have been participating in this activity 
for many years, although I cannot 
confirm the year we first began.

Corduroy (a stuffed animal), the 
beloved character from the children’s 
books by author Don Freeman, goes 
home for a visit with a different child 
from our 4-year-old or VPK class each 
weekend. This time is spent in a variety 
of adventures including bike rides, 
visits to the park, the zoo, birthday 
parties, etc. before returning to the 
preschool on Monday. The children/
parents will then add a photo to our 
book along with journal description 
that is shared with the class. Over the 

years, we have had to replace the 
bear 4 times as he would get a little 
worn from all of the adventures; the 
original is in the Preschool Office for 
safe keeping. Because we cannot 
be together due to Covid-19, we 
thought it might be fun to extend 
Corduroy’s adventures online. Be 
sure to go to our Facebook page 
to follow along. (Search for Trinity 
United Methodist Preschool, Tal-
lahassee, FL)

In the meantime, if you are an alum 
of TUMP and have a photo of you and 
Corduroy, please share them with me 
via email. I hope to put together a 
display in the preschool with all the 
photos. 

Send to: sduggar@tumct.org

“Cleanliness is next to Godliness” is 
what my grandmother used to tell me 
when I was growing up. She and my 
mother instilled in me to keep things 
clean and tidy. My mother’s house would 
be immaculate all of my life and always 
taught me to clean up after myself. I have 
taken these traits and utilized them here 
at Trinity. 

My crew and I are always looking to keep 
Trinity clean, neat and tidy, but now with 
the COVID-19 pandemic we are striving to 
go above and beyond our normal routine. 
We have been working diligently to clean 
and sanitize the entire building both inside 
and out. 

We are focusing on many areas like deep 
cleaning restrooms, kitchens, classrooms, 
carpets, scrubbing floors, and pressure 

washing outside. We are paying more 
attention to detail now than ever before. 
In addition to on a weekly basis we are 
sanitizing things such as doorknobs, 
stairway hand rails, light switches, under 
sides of tables and chairs, the elevator, 
restrooms, etc.  We are brainstorming 
and looking for anything that someone 
might touch. 

I have also erected “Sanitation Stations” 
at the common entrances asking anyone 
who enter to please sanitize their hands. 
This is in effort to minimize any incoming 
germs that may be brought into the 
building.

We still have a minimal staff here during 
the week but most have begun working 
from home. This and being that the facility 
is not in constant use for meetings and 
classes right now, I have taken precau-
tions to section off parts of the building. 

I have posted log sheets in certain areas 
to let me know who has entered those 
areas on a particular day. This keeps a 
record and tells me if that area may need 
to be cleaned and sanitized again.

During this time of staying home 
and social distancing many people are 
working from home now but, my crew 
and I are here every week day striving to 
keep Trinity safe for our staff, Clergy and 
parishioners. If you happen to see one 
of my crew (Ben Armstead, Patti Groh or 
Charlotte Mathews) please thank them for 
their efforts in keeping “God’s house” safe 
and clean for everyone. I hope everyone 
with you and your family is safe and well.

Cleanliness is Next to Godliness
Brett Ingram
Facilities Director

Matthew and Rachel Duggar in the early 2000’s 
spending time with Corduroy
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Youth Happenings in April 

A Note from Lisa ...

Lisa Prasse
Youth Director

To say this Coronavirus pandemic is 
unprecedented seems like the greatest 
understatement in the world. Our poor 
youth have had more events canceled 
and fun times postponed than I care to 
mention. However, they remain some of 
the most positive and edifying people 
around and I’m more grateful than ever 
to be their “leader.”

In place of our 30-Hour Famine, an end 
of year reward trip for our Acolytes and 
Youth Choir, our Confirmation Banquet 
and ceremony, our Graduate Sunday 
celebration, Youth Week, VBS, mission 
trips, and quite possibly camp at Warren 
Willis this summer (not to mention our 
regularly scheduled Sunday School, 

UMYF and Wednesday night Bible 
Study meetings) we’ve gone virtual 
like the rest of the world. We continue 
to meet and stay as connected as 
possible  through individual class 
“hangouts” where we  visit, share and 
play games together and we continue 
our Youth Bible Study on Thursday 
afternoons instead of Wednesday 
evenings (as the church-wide  ZOOM 
account is full at our normal time). 
We’ve made special videos and are 
planning something very special for 
our high school graduates this month 
-- all to be completed while honoring 
the social-distancing / shelter-in-place 
order. This is no easy task and we 
leaders are all being challenged to be 

creative. This growth is good for our 
youth and me; we’re learning to value 
and appreciate the times we’ve taken 
for granted in the past--times when we 
can ACTUALLY be together. My prayer is 
that we all keep looking up as this shift 
in perspective continues, and once on 
the other side we will be changed for 
the better. Your youth and I are here 
for you- if there’s any way we can safely 
serve during this time that would be 
of help to you, please contact me via 
email at  lprasse@tumct.org or call/text 
(850)545-2852.  I sure do hope to “see” 
you soon.

Stating the obvious, the disruption 
caused by the coronavirus has greatly 
impacted the music ministry at Trinity.  
For most of the 14 music groups at 
Trinity, the final several months of the 
2019-2020 school year simply vanished.  
No steel pans at Springtime Tallahassee 
March 28.  No Orchestra Sunday March 
29. No NETkids Musical April 26. No 
grand celebration of Easter with choir, 
brass and bells.  No end-of- the-school-
year parties for music groups at Trinity, 
as is our tradition.   

Still, a small group of dedicated 
musicians answered the call, and 
starting March 22, have prepared 
and presented the music portion of 
Trinity’s worship services, faithfully 
and beautifully, week after week.   
Wish we could involve more musicians 
each service (and many are willing 
to participate), but social distancing 
makes that impossible. So, we give 
our best these unique circumstances 
will allow.   

Who are these unsung heroes?  First 
and foremost is Viktor Billa. Here is a 
church staff member that is definitely 
working harder now than before the 
coronavirus came along. Our church 
had never done live streaming. It turns 
out Viktor had more experience with 
the equipment and technology this 
requires than anyone at the church. With 
one week’s notice, Viktor got us onto 
his private YouTube channel starting 
with the March 22 service. Along with 
his usual organ/piano practice and 
preparing music for each Sunday, Viktor 
is spending at least 20 hours per week 
getting the Sunday morning services 
online.  Now, we are pre-recording the 
services and broadcasting them on 
Sunday mornings.  In many ways, this is 
even more time consuming for  Viktor, 
who is in charge of recording, editing 
and mastering. And he continues to 
improve the presentation week after 
week! Who would have thought just 
five years after arriving in this country, 
Viktor would be so essential to Trinity 
UMC!

Through April 19, about six members 
of Chancel Choir, four members of Circle 
of Friends Praise Band and Viktor have 
provided all of the music for our Sunday 
services…..Bravo to all of you!  Where 
else can you hear just four singers 
presenting Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus 
as was done Easter Sunday?  Have 
you noticed our hymn leader Patrick’s 
beard? It keeps growing every week!  
And Ed Prasse has done a magnificent 
job bringing the best of Circle of Friends 
Praise Band to our congregation every 
other week.

To keep everyone safe, musicians at 
services starting April 19 have been 
reduced to just three participants.  We 
are also getting some of our wonderful 
instrumentalists involved for Offertory 
music.

We look forward to the Sunday when 
our music groups can once again 
gather at full strength to lead our full-
strength congregation in worship at 
Trinity.  What a glorious event that will 
be.  And we pray it comes soon!

Unsung Heroes?
Mark Repasky
Music Director
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Happy 100!
— Thank you to everyone who joined in the parade

Let Us Still Celebrate
& Be Merry!

Rod Duggar turned 100 on Monday, 
the 27th. His family had a big birthday 
party planned for him at his church, 
Trinity United Methodist, but due to 
COVID-19, that wasn’t possible. 

Instead, they planned a drive-by 
party where family and friends in over 
80 cars paraded around the block in 
front of the church to wish him a happy 
birthday. 

It was an incredibly uplifting 
sight, and almost a small sense 
of normalcy in these strange 
times. Each car was decorated 
extensively and full of spirit 
and noise. Everyone was able 
to shout their birthday wishes 
and messages of love! It was a 
unique 100th birthday to say 
the least. 

Happy Birthday


