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Sacrifice and Unity: Living Through the Great 
Depression and World War II 
 

By Pamela C. Crosby 

w hile most individuals in 

Tallahassee, FL, were shel-

tering at home on the evening of 

April 22, 2020 (during the COVID-

19 pandemic), a group of Trinity 

members attended a class on how 

persons in the past had coped with 

the challenges brought on by na-

tional crises. This Zoom gathering 

was organized by Gloria Colvin, a 

leader of Lay Academy.  

Lay Academy is an educational 

program that offers adult classes 

relating to a wide gamut of topics. 

Rod Dugger, Navy 

aviation cadette, 

Navy Flight Train-

ing Program, 1945.  

 

In the following 

pages, read about 

the experiences of 

Rod and three oth-

er Trinity mem-

bers who lived 

through major cri-

ses in our nation’s 

history.  
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Four presenters described ways that their families 

and communities came together to unite their ef-

forts in response to the Great Depression and 

World War II. The following is a summary of their 

experiences as expressed that evening. You can 

listen to a recording of that section here: 
https://www.tumct.org/lay-academy-stories-of-the-

great-depression-and-world-war-ii/  

The Great Depression   

Rubie Plant Butterworth  

W hen the Great Depression struck the US in 

the 1930s, Rubie Plant was a child living in 

Albany, GA, with her parents and sister. Business-

es were closing around the nation, including the 

company where her father worked. With no job 

and a family to support, Rubie’s dad moved the 

household to Tallahassee, where her mother’s 

family (the Byrd family) could offer a “safety-net,” 

including a cottage home that her grandmother 

owned (likely rent-free) and a job for her father at 

her uncle’s grocery store.  

Although her parents had little money, they 

found ways to get by. For example, they enjoyed 

meals from their vegetable garden. Rubie especial-

ly remembers 

Mother made candy and sold it at the book store at 
FSCW. Every day she made a batch of chocolate and 
divinity fudge and got it out to the bookstore to be 

sold and that’s how we lived.    

After Rubie’s grandmother died in 1934, the 

family moved from the little cottage into her 

grandmother’s house, where also her uncle and an 

aunt and her husband lived.    

Being an elementary school student and very 

young, Rubie was not very aware of the party poli-

tics that occupied the minds of many adults. But 

she does remember the “alphabet agencies,” such 

as the New Deal’s WPA (Works Progress Admin-

istration) and CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps), 

from which people benefitted during the national 

crisis.  

She also remembers the benevolent acts that 

stemmed from a nation of people who found ways 

to assist others in need. For example, during the 

Depression, many men traveled on trains to towns 

and cities throughout the country looking for 

work. Often the men were hungry, having trekked 

far without any money to buy food. Because Ru-

bie’s house was on the corner of Gaines and Mon-

roe Streets, just north of the railroad overpass 

crossing South Monroe Street, it was a strategic 

place for the men to visit after they hopped off the 

train before it arrived at the Tallahassee station. 

There, they could find a sandwich or other food 

that Rubie’s mom could offer them.  

Looking back at her childhood, she recalls that 

while life was not ideal, her family did very well 

through it all when one considers the circumstanc-

es that confronted them at first. It is true that her 

dad was only able to earn a meagre salary at the 

grocery store and that they had very little cash. In 

addition, five adults and two children shared their 

house, which made it a bit uncomfortable at times. 

Laurie Plant (Rainer) four years old, left, and Rubie Plant 

(Butterworth), seven years old, right, with their grand-

mother, Rubie Bernard Byrd (Mrs. T. B.), in front of their 

grandmother’s house on South Monroe Street 

(Tallahassee) in summer 1932. 

https://www.tumct.org/lay-academy-stories-of-the-great-depression-and-world-war-ii/
https://www.tumct.org/lay-academy-stories-of-the-great-depression-and-world-war-ii/
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(cont. on p. 4) 

Yet they enjoyed being close to their extended 

family, something Rubie has always valued.  

Although taking vacations was not possible, 

some family members invited them to visit at 

their vacation get-aways at St. Teresa, FL. They 

did not own a car or bicycles in the early years as 

some of their friends did, but there were family 

members who could offer them transportation 

when they needed it. Rubie recalls  

We had food; we had a nice house to live in. We had 
family support all around us, and as time went on, 
Daddy was able to have another job. That made it 
easier for us, and by the time I was in high school, 
we could move into a house of our own. 

She adds, “I never talked about my experience 

[with my parents]. I wish I had because I would 

like to know how they felt,” but she recalls that it 

was “not a deprived life at all even though money 

was very scarce.” The lesson she learned was that  

“in thinking back on how it influenced me, we 

learned we did not need things to be happy.”  

Rod Dugger  

R od Dugger is another Georgia native whose 

family moved to Florida for a better life, but 

in a strikingly different economic climate: Florida 

was experiencing a financial boom in the 1920s,  

which would lead Rod’s father, grandfather, and 

the rest of his family to eventually move from Ma-

con to Fort Meade, FL, south of Bartow.   

There, Rod’s grandfather built his house on the 

crest of land once occupied by a fort built by Lt. 

George Gordon Meade (later the famous Civil 

War general), which had served as a military 

headquarters in the area during the Seminole War 

of 1849-1858. Moving to Florida first, Rod’s 

grandfather then set out to convince Rod’s dad to 

bring his family to Fort Meade so that they could 

also benefit from Florida’s boom economy.   

Although Rod’s dad found work at a bank in the 

area, it was not long after his employment that he 

lost his job: the Depression hit Florida with disas-

trous results, causing banks to close, including 

Rod’s dad’s bank. The result of a closed bank 

meant that all the money was locked up within the 

bank. Rod describes it as a fearful time:  

Nobody had anything and could not get anything, 
and people kept coming to our house to talk to Dad-
dy about opening up the bank so they could get 
their money out, and he could not do anything 
about it because our money was all in there, too.  

With the bank closing, his father looked for oth-

er possible opportunities and was soon named 

Fort Meade’s city manager. Among his job re-

sponsibilities was overseeing the CCC and WPA 

programs along with the Public Works Admin-

istration (PWA), but he was soon to lose this posi-

tion also. 

Fortunately, a friend of his dad had been hired 

in St. Petersburg, and his father learned of a 

bookkeeping position at a savings and loan busi-

ness. Now with his father’ new job, the family 

moved to St. Pete, which Rod describes as “a real 

change for us.”   

However, the economic bust in Florida grew 

much worse right after the Duggers moved there. 

As Rod describes it,  

The federal government did not have any money to 
hand down; the state didn’t have any money. The 
county did not have any, [and] St Petersburg did 
not have any.  

Rod Dugger, a high school student, around 1938, 

Peirce, FL. 
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(cont. from p. 3) 

Because there was no money from the top of the 

economic ladder to the bottom, schools were fi-

nancially hit hard to the point that local public 

schools could not operate. To fund the schools, 

students were charged tuition. Without money to 

pay for tuition, Rod could not attend school that 

year.  

Yet, while persons were undergoing hardship all 

around him, Rod found that life without school for 

a young boy did have its moments of fun:   

I had a lot of experiences—not all of them good, 
but  . . . I remember  we lived 28 blocks from town. 
And I had a little bicycle I rode to town every morn-
ing. We would go to the baseball field and watch the 
Detroit Tigers working out, and Babe Ruth was 
there. And we’d always go and watch Babe Ruth. 
And he got to where he would always come over to 
our little group by the fence and shake hands with 
us and talk to us because we were pulling for him. 

  

Rod’s days were filled with other things beside 

baseball. Riding his bicycle into St. Petersburg’s 

downtown, he would stop in the “open air of the 

post office” to sell magazines to help earn money, 

an easy job because the Saturday Evening Post 

was in high demand with Norman Rockwell’s 

paintings on the cover. Having in hand the money 

he earned, he could pay a visit to Webb’s Cut Rate 

Drug Store, where he could buy a  

double-dip ice cream soda for a nickel. And then we 
would go to the movie. And, Lord! For a dime we 
could be there all afternoon.  

With that ten cents he could watch a series of 

features, including new movies and a newsreel. 

After the movie was over, crowds of little boys 

headed home on their bicycles and on foot after a 

full day in town. 

Rod’s life was a series of very fortunate and un-

fortunate events. When his father later found a 

bookkeeping job at a fishing company, the owner 

of the company agreed to pay Rod’s school tuition, 

and he was able to return to school. But about that 

time, Rod’s mother became so ill that she was sent 

to the hospital, which left him and his sister alone 

while his father worked.   

Their church, seeing the critical needs of the 

family, appealed to the church community to help 

out. Answering the urgent call for assistance, a 

couple in the church generously took Rod in. It 

was a bittersweet story because the couple had re-

cently lost their own son—he had died from lock-

jaw complications after he had stepped on a nail. 

Rod recalls that when the grieving mother learned 

about Rod’s situation, she 

was really excited about getting me as her son on a 
temporary basis. And that worked out great. She was 
so great, and I spent a year with her until the time 
that Mother got out of the hospital, and so things 
moved on.   

Dot Nelson Binger  
 

U nlike Rod and Rubie, Dot was a Florida na-

tive, growing up on a farm outside of Bush-

nell in Sumter County. She was kindergarten age 

when the stock market crashed in 1929, but was at 

home from school at the time with a severe bout of 

diphtheria. From that age until her time as a high 

school senior, events brought on by the Great De-

pression would alter her life.    

Although many faced hardship, Dot recalls 

Dot Nelson (Binger), standing in front of an orange 

tree in the Nelson farm’s orange grove (outside Bush-

nell, FL) around 1930. Photo credit: Blanche White 

Nelson (Dot’s mother). 
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there was much to be thankful for. Her family 

farm provided vegetables, a milk cow, and hogs 

for food. Making creative use of flour sacks, her 

mother sewed dresses that were decorated with 

different designs—leading Dot to learn how to 

sew and make her own clothes out of fabrics 

from a variety of sources. 

Members of her household extended help to 

others as Rubie’s family had done. One means 

of assistance available was housing for the 

sharecroppers who lived on their farm. The six 

sharecropper houses were always filled with 

occupants, and many of the residents had gar-

dens. Dot’s parents advanced them money so 

they would have enough to subsist on until the 

crops were harvested and sold. Dot’s older 

brothers were among those who needed help. 

Even though they had college degrees, part of 

the time they could not find employment so they 

returned to the farm and, like the sharecroppers, 

raised crops and received a percentage of income 

from the crop yields. One of her brothers even 

raised goats as a means of income.  

Like Rubie and Rod, Dot remembers the  

“alphabet programs,” such as the WPA and CCC. 

From listening to the radio, particularly Presi-

dent Franklin Roosevelt’s “Fireside Chats,” 

she and her family felt comfort with the nation’s 

leadership that encouraged people to become in-

volved in programs and initiatives to improve the 

economy for all citizens.  

Persons throughout the community served as 

leaders also. For example, Dot’s father helped to 

start the REA (Rural Electric Association) in that 

area although the family’s farm was powered by 

Florida Power, and they could not be members. 

Looking back on her experiences and lessons 

learned, Dot acknowledges that people all around 

her adjusted to life in the Depression while help-

ing others, appreciating the help of others extend-

ed to them, and helping themselves:  

There is something I will always carry with me be-
sides the support on the part of the church. I have 
always since then been very cautious about financ-
es. Even today I keep a household budget and rec-
ords! The other thing that sticks with me is take 
care of what you own so you don’t constantly have 
to replace it! 

Children find Sunday joy in acting out the story of the 

Good Samaritan. Dot Nelson (Binger), first person on the 

left, in front yard of Sunday School teacher, Mrs. Bennie 

Harrison, around 1933. Mrs. Harrison gave each child a 

copy of the photo to reinforce the story’s message. 

Dot Nelson (Binger) with doll "consults" with her father 

(Henry Nelson) on ways to get best crop yield. Photo taken 

at the Nelson farm's cucumber field around 1930.  

(cont. on p. 6) 
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Linda Herold Yates  

W hen Linda Yates remembers being a child of 

a “very fortunate family,” she is not talking 

about great wealth or power. Her father, in fact, 

“was accustomed to doing without.” Leaving Swit-

zerland, his home country, at the early age of 12, he 

immigrated to the US with his family, escaping a 

potato famine that had ravaged the area, leaving 

them with little to eat.  

Living in America, he prospered to the point that 

he was able to acquire farmland near Miccosukee, 

FL, a farm that was to grow to over 400 acres.  

Since their marriage in 1885, Linda’s parents were 

accustomed to hard work and the demands of 

maintaining a useful and rewarding life. In the mid-

1920s, her father built their large, two-story house 

out of handmade cement blocks, creating his own 

forms for each block. The family benefitted from a 

wind-mill that produced running water for the 

bathroom.    

Linda remembers that there were many who de-

pended on her father’s leadership of the farm, but 

all persons were expected to work and do their part. 

For example, she was the youngest of twelve chil-

dren, and there were tenants and sharecroppers 

who also worked and cultivated the land.   

When the Depression first hit, Linda was only 

three, but she has many fond memories of how her 

family coped and grew together.    

We had cattle, milk cows, plenty of milk from which 
we made butter. We had pork, and one of the fun 
things I remember was a hog killing . . . . This was 
once or twice a year when all the tenants and all the 
farmers got together and killed their hogs and pre-
pared them to put in the smoke houses to last 
through the winter to the next hog killing.  

At the end of the day when all of the work was 
done, and the meat was stored properly in the 
smokehouses, then we cooked some wonderful 

Oldest son, Rudolph, Jr. Herold, took this photo of his par-

ents, Emma and Rudolph, Sr. (top center) and his 11 brothers 

and sisters on the steps of the family home outside Mic-

cosukee, FL. It was 1930, the year the Great Depression start-

ed in earnest. At age three, Baby Linda completed the stair-

step family. (Herold Family photo.) 

(cont. from p. 5) 

 

 

This two-story house was 

constructed in the mid-

1920s outside of Mic-

cosukee, FL, of concrete 

blocks, each handmade in 

wooden molds by Rudolph 

Herold, Sr., father of Linda 

Herold Yates. (Herold Fami-

ly photo.) 
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(cont. on p. 8) 

fresh pork chops over the open fire there in the 
yard, and the children were running around having 
a great time, and the older folks were, of course, 
feasting on pork chops, freshly cooked.  

Linda had playmates in addition to her sib-

lings, who included children of a Black family who 

lived in a little cottage near the gate of their farm. 

The family helped with the farm work as well as 

assisted her mother with raising all of the chil-

dren. Depression in the South was a very difficult 

time for Black people. Linda explains 

You remember that they had not been long out of 
slavery. Many of them had their freedom alright,  
but they were unable to acquire farmland or homes 
of their own. It had just been a matter of survival, 
and here comes the Depression! 

The depression was difficult in many ways—

jobs were scarce in cities, but life was even more 

difficult in rural life, especially when you had no 

automobiles or other means of transportation. 

But Linda recalls the impact that President Roo-

sevelt’s New Deal had on the area that helped to 

put people to work again by means of programs, 

such as conservation camps and local projects. 

Like the other presenters, being a child of de-

pression set a pattern for the rest of Linda’s life: 

contentment meant not focusing on amassing a 

fortune; rather being “fortunate” meant having a 

caring family and community. 

World War II   

Linda Herold Yates  

W orld War II, which followed closely behind 

the Great Depression, also affected the 

lives of Linda and her family. Many of her broth-

ers (four or five of them, she recalls) served in 

various compacities in the service. Others worked 

in the government to make badly needed war 

equipment, including radios.  

One of her brothers worked in Oak Ridge, TN, 

which was one of the production sites for the de-

velopment of the atomic bomb. Persons support-

ed the war effort in other ways, such as providing 

basic needs for people on the home front. Linda’s 

brother, for example, owned a small grocery store 

in Miccosukee and extended credit to those who 

could not pay for their groceries at times.  

These were times of frustration for a young girl, 

growing up during the war: 

Sometimes after school I would go help him 

[Linda’s brother] in the store, and one afternoon I 

recall some men drove up to the gas pump, and I 

pumped them some gas, and then they jumped in 

their car and hurried off. I wasn’t concerned about 

the money they didn’t pay me, but they didn’t give 

me their gas stamps! And I got in a lot of trouble for 

that.  

Rudolph Herold, Sr., seated in open doorway of a half-built 

barn above, talks over work assignments outside of Mic-

cosukee, FL., 1931. (Herold Family photo.) 

Grocery store in Miccosukee, FL, owned by Emmitt 

Herold, brother of Linda Herold Yates. Many Ameri-

cans grew victory gardens to help feed the family and 

used ration stamps sparingly to keep a little gas in 

their one means of transportation. The store provided 

dry goods to the community during the war years of 

the early 1940s and was still open a decade later. 

(Herold Family photo.) 
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Sad stories of loss and suffering in wartime 
touched all families in some way. Returning from 
Africa after the war, Linda’s nephew was on the 
plane that was lost in the Bermuda Triangle—no 
sign of the plane and those onboard was ever 
found. Yet, Linda was thankful that her brothers 
in the service all survived, and she observes that 

each experience has contributed to who we are and 
how we live today and as we think ahead to the pre-
sent crisis [of the pandemic]. I’m sure we are devel-
oping habits and attitudes that will make a differ-
ence in our life when this is all over.   

Dot Nelson Binger  

T he summer after the bombing of Pearl Har-

bor, Dot worked in Miami. She had just grad-

uated from high school, and she was especially 

struck by seeing all of the servicemen throughout 

the city. Seeing them come and go in their uni-

forms made her especially aware that “we were at 

war.” 

During most of the active war years, she lived 

in distinctively different places. One was at 

FSCW, where she was a student. At the end of her 

sophomore year, she married, and part of the 

time she lived with her husband, who served at 

Great Lakes Naval Training Center in North Chi-

cago or across the country at Treasure Island in 

the San Francisco Bay, and she worked at both 

bases. 

She describes herself as being a different kind 

of person at different times, depending upon her 

experiences as a college student, on the one hand, 

and those as a naval wife and base employee, on 

the other.   

Because she had strikingly contrasting roles, 

she learned how to navigate two different 

worlds— “shifting from one situation to another, 

working with one kind of people and then work-

ing with another kind.”  

One of the most lasting and poignant memories 

was of an event that took place earlier than her 

college years: the day that she and others learned 

that Pearl Harbor had been bombed. She was a 

senior in high school, and none of those who were 

with her that day are still living. Still, she remem-

bers that those around her  

were comforted by the national leadership that 
Roosevelt provided, and he continued his “Fireside 
Chats.” We felt like we knew what was going on. . . . 
But there was a comfort in the way that there was 
somebody at the head of the country who really had 
leadership quality that was comforting and sup-
portive.   

This support and comfort did not come only 

from the nation’s leaders but also from the every-

day people she met, particularly when traveling to 

places to meet her husband:  

You learned how people cooperated and helped 
each other. I really experienced that when traveling 
to San Francisco and back home. I really counted 
on other people to help me, and they did.   

Rubie Plant Butterworth  

L ike Dot, Rubie was a high school senior when 

Pearl Harbor was attacked, and like Dot, she 

remembers that day well.  

She describes December 7, 1941, as starting out 

as a usual Sunday. It was the custom for the 

church to honor those in the military by taking a 

group picture of servicemen attending church so 

that the photo could be sent with prayers of sup-

port and comfort to their families. After the photo 

session, two of the soldiers visited the home of 

Rubie and her family for Sunday dinner. Rubie 

recalls 

“We’re in this together; let me know if I can help”—

those words were used to comfort each other at prayer 

meetings at Miccosukee Methodist Church on 

Wednesday nights. Miccosukee, FL. (Linda H. Yates, 

photo.)  

(cont. from p. 7) 
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(cont. on p. 10) 

We were sitting at the dinner table. My uncle who 
had [the grocery] store was there. And he got a 
call from one of the men that worked in the store, 
and he said to turn on the radio. The Japanese 
have attached Pearl Harbor! And, of course, there 
were these two servicemen who were there from 
Dale Mabry Field . . . with us, and they immedi-
ately called the base to find out about it, and they 
were told to get out there as quickly as they 
could. And so I think they called a cab or some-
thing and got to the base as quickly as possible. 

  

In Tallahassee soldiers were enjoying a Sun-

day off, and many were at the Florida Theater 

watching a movie. The film was suddenly inter-

rupted by an announcement that those in the 

armed forces were to “return to the base at 

once.”  

Rubie remembers being part of a community 

that came together to support the war effort 

long before it directly affected Americans. She 

and fellow high school girls had learned to knit 

sweaters that were sent in bundles to children 

in England “who had been bombed out in the 

German raids.” And there was also a civilian 

defense program in town, where practice air 

raid drills were held. 

Rubie volunteered as a messenger at city hall 

during the air raid drills in Tallahassee; her pri-

mary assignment involved taking messages 

“from one place to another. I don’t know if I ev-

er took any, but anyhow I remember being at 

City Hall,” and she was always ready to do her 

part.  

Air raid drills were also part of Rubie’s col-

lege experiences. The young ladies on campus 

were ordered to turn out all lights and go across 

the street to the alumnae building’s basement 

until an all-clear was sounded before they re-

turned to their dorm rooms.   

The absence of young men in town created a 

different climate on the campus. While dances 

often had only young ladies in attendance, spe-

cial weekends included servicemen from Dale 

Mabry Field, three miles west of Tallahassee or 

Camp Gordon Johnston in Carrabelle.   

Some of the restrictions that she encountered 

during war time might be considered  by some 

as sacrifices, but Rubie recalls that she did not 

think of them as being so at the time:   

Of course, there were sacrifices we made. But I 
didn’t think of them as sacrifices really. . . . I 
turned sixteen just as gas rationing was imposed, 
and we didn’t have enough gas for me to practice 
driving so I never got a driver’s license during 
that period. And I didn’t learn to drive really until 
after the war was over and when we could have a 
little more freedom in driving around.    

And, of course, there were ration books for 
meat and sugar and shoes. We had to turn in our 
meat and sugar stamps to the college when we 
were living there. And the family couldn’t use 
them during that time.   

Tallahassee was close to many areas of in-

tense military training and activity. Camp Gor-

don Johnston opened in 1942 to train amphibi-

ous troops for landings who were extensively 

involved in the D-Day attacks. St. James Island, 

a sparsely populated stretch of Florida’s Gulf 

coast, bordered by three rivers and a sound, was 

completely off limits to non-service personnel. 

Only  

civilians who worked down there could go across 
the Ochlocknee River during that time, and beach 
houses were used for the commissioned officers’ 
homes. 

“Practice at the Beach of Camp Gordon Johnston.” Carra-

belle Beach, 1943. PR13582. Florida Memory, State Li-

brary and Archives of Florida. <https://

www.floridamemory.com/items/show/11973> 

https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/11973
https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/11973
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Rod Dugger 

A fter Rod finished high school, he attended 

Florida Southern College, but the beginning 

of the war soon followed. He and some of his fra-

ternity brothers signed up for the service.   

Published on the front page of The Tampa Dai-

ly Times on Monday, October 27, 1941, is a photo 

of Rod and fellow recruits being sworn in to serve 

in the Navy: 

Leading up to Navy Day celebrations today, Lieu-
tenant S.A. Jones, extreme left, chief Naval Re-
cruiting Office for Florida and Georgia, “swore in” 
five recruits before the Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Governors and a WDAE, Times radio sta-
tion, audience. The five youths were among 49 who 
left here last night for fleet training. Left to right 
they are Roderic Russ Dugger Jr., Peirce; Roy 
James Allison Jr., Thomas Sams, Sydney Ira 
Sneller, all of Tampa; and James Edward 

Mitchell Jr., Bradenton. 

His  first experience was as an apprentice sea-

man in Haiti. He describes his life in the Navy as 

something he mostly “enjoyed”; in fact, he de-

scribes it as a “wonderful time”:  

It was a good experience. We were all over the 
world. And most of our time we spent in the North 
Atlantic, trying to get supplies to England, and the 
Germans came out with their submarines, and they 
were cutting us down pretty badly. And finally we 

had the radar that helped us with our things on the 
surface, and then they came out with sonar. And so 
sonar gave us a way to have things under the wa-
ter—we could track those submarines under the 
water and that helped us on.  

With the invasion of North Africa, the allied 

forces were getting “the Germans on the run.” 

Rod was sent to Casablanca and eventually em-

Lieutenant Junior Grade Roderic Russ Dugger, Jr., onboard the Coral Sea aircraft carrier in the Mediterranean during the 

summer of 1950. 

First in line in the photo, Rod Dugger, 21 years old, joins the 
Navy with his buddies after they had completed two years of 
college. The Tampa Daily Times, October 27, 1941, p. 1. Rod 
went in as a Gunner’s Mate onboard the USS Lansdale. 
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barked on a return to the States—a return that in 

itself brought many electrifying experiences (but 

the telling of those will come at another time!). 

Rod has dealt with adversity many times in his 

100 years of life, but he recalls one story that sad-

ly illustrates the tragedies of war. He had signed 

up for flight training when he first went into the 

Navy, but was not given his flight training orders 

until much later; in fact, it was not until after his 

ship returned from Africa and was preparing to 

head back to the Mediterranean.   

The evening before his fellow crew members 

left, he was called to leave the ship to pick up his 

flight training orders at Colgate University. But 

the ship that had been his home for three years 

would never make it back. Half of his fellow crew 

members died when the ship was attacked and 

then sank in the Mediterranean.   

  

 Lieutenant Roderic R. Dugger, Jr., Air Intelligence Officer (front row, on knee, 3rd from left), photographed in 1951 on the 

USS Coral Sea aircraft carrier with Ship Squadron VF-43. 

Lieutenant Roderic Russ Dugger, Jr., in flight gear, on 

the USS Coral Sea aircraft carrier in 1950. 
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I n the midst of a storm in March 2016, the 

church building vibrated, and a historic stained 

glass window from the 1893 Trinity Church build-

ing fell off the wall where it was on display in the 

Heritage Room (Jones, 2017). 

    In its original 

wooden frame, it hit 

the floor top-first. 

The strong impact 

knocked one of the 

steel reinforcement 

bars out of the wood 

frame and bulged 

4/5 of the leaded 

glass out of the 

frame as well.  

   The 126-year-old 

leaded panel was 

stretched out of 

shape, and almost 

half of the glass was 

broken. Built by the 

Empire Glass and Decorating Company of Atlan-

ta, the pointed arched window originally had been 

over the western entrance to the church, not the 

main entry doors in the tower/belfry/steeple on 

the east side. 

The window in its frame was taken into room 

307 and placed on a round table with a 4-foot-by-

4-foot plywood board on it. Small nails that held 

the panel in the frame were removed, and the 

damaged assembly collapsed onto the plywood. 

The only panel dimension that was intact was the 

bottom-width, which remained in the frame. 

There were two primary considerations that 

guided the approach to repair: (1) The window 

would continue being used as an interior display 

item and not serve as a window needing to with-

stand the wind and rain. Because of this future 

use, I thought I might retain as much of the origi-

nal window as possible including broken glass 

and old lead. That would be the true conservation 

approach.  

(2) Yet, lead channels 126 years old are usually 

brittle and no longer provide a secure way to as-

semble multiple pieces of glass. Rebuilding the 

window with new lead the same size as the histor-

ic lead is a frequent approach.  

But as I began removing broken glass along the 

bottom, I was surprised to find the lead was flexi-

ble! I then resolved to retain as much of the lead 

and glass as possible. 

A pattern of the broken panel was made on a 

large sheet of paper using a small scrap of lead 

rubbed over the lead assembly of the entire win-

dow. It became obvious that the pattern no longer 

followed the true dimensions and would not serve 

to rebuild if much of the glass was removed from 

the lead.  

Several pieces of glass were shattered with 

pieces missing and requiring to be replaced, but 

Repair of Trinity's 1893 Stained Glass 
By Bob Jones 
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other shattered pieces could be kept only if left 

within the lead. Some breaks were mended with 

solder applied to copper foil done to pieces out of 

the lead.  

Most others were mended with clear silicone, 

which provides a more flexible joint, and was ap-

plied to pieces removed from the lead mostly, 

and along the breaks of pieces still retained in the 

leads. 

Slowly, piece by piece, the lower part of the 

panel was repaired and puttied, and the dimen-

sions were kept intact. The upper half was in 

worse condition, and retaining the original di-

mension was less likely. 

I cut through solder joints and 

moved the upper section free of 

the bottom. This allowed some 

of the misshapen leads to be 

straightened. When it was most-

ly repaired, it fit back in place 

perfectly.  

The last thing done was to sol-

der into their historic places new 

copper tie-wires coated with sol-

der that would wrap around the 

steel reinforcement bars for sup-

port.  

Now this repaired window on 

display will be available for our 

grandchildren's great grandchil-

dren. 
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W hen I became the summer youth intern at 

Trinity UMC, Tallahassee in 1976, little did 

I realize that my summer experiences would 

shape my involvement in mission and connect me 

to the Methodist churches of Eleuthera, Bahamas, 

for the rest of my life.   

I served Trinity as a summer intern while in 

college for three summers (1976-1978). Those suc-

cessive summers introduced me to a variety of 

mission experiences from Appalachia Service Pro-

ject in the mountains of Tennessee, to the beauti-

ful Archipelago of The Bahamas. For the remain-

der of my ministry, I would be influenced by these 

early mission experiences.  

I recently contacted the Rev. Dr. Gene Zim-

merman (pastor at Trinity from 1976-1981) and 

his wife, Emily Ann. I invited them to share 

some memories of their mission work in the Baha-

mas and how their ministry to the churches of The 

Bahamas began. I also contacted Bob and Ann 

Lumsden to share their experiences as adult vol-

unteers. 
 

_____________________ 

The Rev. Dr. Gene Zimmerman 

I  went to The Bahamas for the first time in 

1960. The Rev. Jim Rowan, a Methodist col-

league, and I traveled to one of the most underde-

veloped islands in The Bahamas chain, Andros. 

The next year, the Rev. William Thackeray 

Makepeace, The Bahamas district chair, asked 

me to serve the Methodist church on Abaco.  

The parsonage was in Hope Town on Elbow 

Key, which is an island off the mainland. The cir-

cuit included Hope Town, Man-O-War, Marsh 

Harbour, and Cherokee Sound. My wife Emily 

Ann and our daughter, Katharine (who was five 

years old), came with me. This assignment began 

our love affair with the people of The Bahamas. 

 The three of us continued to return each sum-

Trinity in Mission, 1978: Eleuthera, Bahamas 
By Rev. Dr. Wayne Wiatt, Rev. Dr. Gene Zimmerman, and Ann and Bob Lumsden 

 

 

The Current Methodist Church, Eleuthera, Bahamas, site of Trinity Bible School, July 1976. 
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mer for at least a week to serve the churches of 

the circuit. I can’t remember how many times we 

served Abaco.  

My next appointment was Kendall UMC in 

Pinecrest, FL. In 1966, Emily Ann and I, along 

with four other couples from Kendall, traveled in 

two boats to Eleuthera and spent a week in Rock 

Sound. The men of the group joined me in 

preaching and teaching in the churches of Rock 

Sound, Tarpum Bay, Wemyss Bight, James Cis-

tern, Palmetto Point, and Deep Creek. 

As the visiting pastor, I had access to a car, 

and we rented another vehicle so that the ten of 

us could tour the island and visit some of the oth-

er Bahamian ministers who were serving other 

churches. One of our tours took us across the bay 

to Spanish Wells, where we did not need a car, so 

we walked around and had lunch in a local res-

taurant. Spanish Wells is a small, wealthy island, 

where most of the villagers work in trades and 

fishing. 

I was appointed to Trinity Tallahassee in 1976, 

and a year or so later, Ivan McElhinney, the 

minister serving Spanish Wells and Current 

(both small islands off the west coast of Eleuthe-

ra), invited Trinity’s youth group to come and 

provide a Bible school to the youth on both is-

lands. Ivan was a pastor from Northern Ireland 

and was serving both churches. Rev. Phil 

Roughton, one of  Trinity’s associate pastors; 

Jim Davis, the choir director; Ann Lumsden, 

adult volunteer; and Wayne Wiatt, our sum-

mer youth intern, were all part of the leadership 

team.  
 

_____________________ 

Ann and Bob Lumsden 

W e traveled in vans from Tallahassee to Mi-

ami and then flew Bahamas Air to Eleu-

thera International Airport. Upon arrival we 

were met by two pick-up trucks to transport us to 

the area of our mission work. Those areas includ-

ed the Current, Upper Bogue, and Lower Bogue. 

All the male mission youth and workers were in 

long khaki pants and button-up oxfords, and all 

female workers were in dresses.  

We rode for 30-45 minutes, enduring a short 

rain and the dust from the trucks, but we arrived 

  

Rev. Gene Zimmerman (front row, standing, second from left) with local pastors serving the Eleuthera Circuit of the Bahamas 

Methodist Church, summer 1976. 

(cont. on p. 16) 
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dry and safe. We learned that this would be our 

mode of transportation for the week. (Many of our 

youth had never ridden in the back of a pick-up 

truck!) Our mission began. 

The entire mission team had developed a Bible 

school curriculum for ages K-8th grade. We were 

ready for the day by 8 a.m. and had planned for 

50 young people. At a little after 8, no one had 

shown up. We waited about an hour, and finally 

the Current bell was rung, and children and youth 

came from everywhere. We had more than 100 

showing up on the first day from ages 1-24! 

Everyone gathered in the sanctuary with songs 

led by Rev. Phil Roughton, Jeff James, and 

Wayne Wiatt. A hundred voices filled the room 

with songs of Jesus’s love: “Jesus Loves Me”; 

“Love, Love, Love, the Gospel in One Word Is 

Love”; “Jesus Is the Vine and We Are the Branch-

es” with parents and grandparents filling the 

doors and the windows as they sang along with us. 

The team separated out the age groups and pro-

vided literature, crafts, magazines, games, materi-

als, scissors, glue, playdough, and trunks full of 

supplies that had to be multiplied like the story of 

the “Loaves and the Fishes.” 

Our team (we can remember) included Jeff 

James, Doug Smith, Lori Denmark, Cathe-

rine Causseaux, Edith and Susan Quinly, 

Bobby and Penny Walker, Ann and Bob 

Lumsden, Wayne Wiatt, Phil Roughton, Gene 

Zimmerman, Nancy Glisson, and Jim Butter-

worth. 

  The girls were housed at Rhoda Sym-

monette’s home in the Current, and the 

boys stayed at the headmaster’s cottage in 

the Upper Bogue. Sleeping bags, canned 

foods, rice and beans, and local seafood 

dishes from the community sustained us all 

during our time of ministry together.   

   We were adopted for a week by the won-

derful Bahamian people of Eleuthera, who 

shared with us their hospitality, kindness, 

gentleness, acceptance, and generosity. If 

they fed us at a community meal, they nev-

er sat down to eat until we had filled our 

plates, and sometimes, we remember, they 

did not eat at all!  

     Each night, Gene Zimmerman led a re-

vival service in The Current Church. Phil 

Roughton, Jeff James, and Wayne Wiatt 

led the youth who became the visiting 

 

“When I became the sum-

mer youth intern at Trin-

ity UMC, Tallahassee in 

1976, little did I realize 

that my summer experi-

ences would shape my in-

volvement in mission and 

connect me to the Meth-

odist churches of Eleuthe-

ra, Bahamas, for the rest 

of my life.” 

—Rev. Dr. Wayne Wiatt 

(cont. from p. 15) 
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choir. Gene and Phil taught us all this credo: 

“Others, Lord, yes, Others. Let this my motto be. 

Help me to live for others that I may live for 

Thee!”1  

      ____________________ 

Epilogue: Gene Zimmerman and Wayne 

Wiatt 

W e have continued our connection and min-

istry with the people of The Bahamas. After 

Gene retired in 1992, he served Trinity Methodist 

in Nassau for five years. He and Emily Ann flew 

over to The Bahamas every other weekend, 

preaching every Sunday morning at Trinity 

Church Nassau, teaching a Bible study, and visit-

ing the homebound or ill and enjoying the friend-

ship of the members of that historical church.  

Wayne (along with Ramona and their son 

Matthew) served a summer at Trinity Methodist 

Nassau as their youth director. The youth group 

grew to about 50 with Bible study, game nights, 

camping trips to neighboring islands, and com-

munity recreational events.  

Gene and Wayne helped the people from the 

Current who wanted to build a Children’s Home 

on the island for children of Eleuthera who did 

not have family who could care for them. With the 

help of a group of pilots from North Carolina, Ba-

hamas Habitat, Katharine Zimmerman, and 

Osbourne Weech, a local contractor, along with 

many other Methodists, we constructed two cot-

tages to care for eight children each. It bears the 

name, “The Zion Home for Children.” It was dedi-

cated in 2016, and, unfortunately, was only able 

to operate for a number of years, but is now being 

considered for other purposes. 

Wayne accompanied Gene for a Pastors Insti-

tute for Preaching, sponsored by the Florida Con-

ference, and Gene celebrated his 90th birthday in 

the Bahamas, where the conference established 

the Gene and Emily Ann Zimmerman Fund, 

which will allow people to make ongoing contri-

butions to The Bahamas Methodist Church. Cele-

brations for the Zimmermans were held in The 

Current Church, Cherokee Sound, and Trinity 

Methodist in Nassau. 

_____________ 

1Meigs, Charles D. (1902). “Others.” Copyright status is 

Public Domain.  

 

Farewell Dinner, Trinity Youth, Eleuthera Mission Team, with Bahamian youth and adult leaders. Seated left: Jim But-

terworth, Doug Smith, Jeff James. Seated Right: Wayne Wiatt. 
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M ark Repasky took delight in his role as 

music director at Trinity, where he served 

for over 24 years, and his enthusiasm for lead-

ing the music ministry is evident in this 2017 

video (https://www.tumct.org/mark-repasky/). 

 Introducing himself to his audience, he ex-

plains that he is wearing a choir robe in the holy 

surroundings of Trinity’s sanctuary. He de-

scribes the robe as a symbol of the main func-

tion of the church’s music groups, which is “to 

lead worship through their music.” And much  

of their leading occurs in the sacred space of 

this sanctuary. 

Mark is dressed in the royal blue adult choir 

robe and notes that other groups are typically 

arrayed in colorful robes, such as red for youth, 

a lighter blue for children, and white, adorned 

with red bows, for the youngest members. Most 

often choir groups at Trinity wear their splendid 

robes during worship.  

He explains 

These music  groups exist primarily as worship  
leaders so our role is to help our  congregation, 
the people out in the pews, . . . to enhance their 
worship experience  and help them to feel  closer 
to God, and we take that mission very seriously. 

Individuals of all ages attend church, and, in 

turn, the music groups span many ages and per-

form a diverse range of music. For example, 

Mark says that the youngest performers would 

be two years old, and the oldest might be in 

their 90s.   

The music ministry at Trinity is quite sizea-

ble, including (at the time of the video) 13 active 

musical groups that participate in worship in 

numerous ways.  

“Let All That Have Breath Praise the Lord”: A Look Back at Mark 

Repasky and the Music Groups He Directed 

By Pamela C. Crosby 

Mark Repasky was the music director at Trinity from 1996 until July 2020. Crossroads offers a look back 

at Mark’s time at Trinity. First is a summary of a video (https://www.tumct.org/mark-repasky/) pro-

duced by Princess Palmer and Brett Ingram in May 2017, when Mark was beginning his 22nd year at 

Trinity. Following the summary, we provide a link to some of the musical works composed by Mark 

while he served at Trinity. Finally, there is a short reflection by Mark, written in April 2020 on his retire-

ment.  

Mark Repasky describes the various music groups at Trinity in the sanctuary of the church in this 

May 2017 video.  

https://www.tumct.org/mark-repasky/
https://www.tumct.org/mark-repasky/
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The Cherub Choir, consisting of children ages 

two to four, sing periodically for the congregation 

and delight their listeners. A comprehensive music 

program for older children, called NETKids (which 

stands for “Navigating, Exploring, and Trusting 

God’s Word”) involves two choirs, one being kin-

dergarten through second grade and the other, 

third grade through fifth grade, who meet on 

Wednesday afternoons after school.  

 This multi-dimensional program includes an 

instrumental component for the older choir, in-

volving a rotation of handbells one year and steel 

pans the other year. Children are also introduced 

to Orff (instruments with mallets and removable 

bars such as xylophones) and African drums. 

The youth choir attracts young people ages 6th 

through 12th grade, who sing from time to time in 

worship service as well as at special events in the 

community. The Youth Praise Band leads the 

youth group in worship at their Sunday evening 

youth time and perform at select Sunday morning 

worship services. They also perform at special pro-

grams in the community. 

While churches throughout the US have similar 

music programs to Trinity, one way the music pro-

gram in this church is unique is by virtue of its two 

steel pan (also called “steel drum”) bands. Mark 

guesses that there are probably only 100 churches 

in the U.S. that have steel pans as part of their mu-

sic, including worship services. They are much 

more common in the Caribbean Islands, where 

steel pans were first created. 

Other musical ensembles inspire their audiences 

by performing handbells or chimes, with Trinity 

having three accomplished adult groups: Trinity 

Ringers, Jubilation Bells, and Heavenly Chimes. 

Heavenly Chimes consists of senior adults, and 

members of each ensemble enjoy performing for 

their audiences and with their fellow group mem-

bers. 

Although almost all of the music groups take 

time off for the summer, one talented group of mu-

sicians, Circle of Praise, an adult praise band, per-

form every Sunday throughout the year as music  

leaders  of the SUN (Serving Unmet Needs) wor-

ship service at 9:45. 

 

Cherub Choir, Music Ministry Sunday, January 29, 2012.  

Mark Repasky leading Children’s Choir in Children’s Cele-

bration Sunday, October 21, 2018. 

Mark Repasky with steel pan group on Music Ministry 

Sunday, February 3, 2013. L to R: Jennifer Hopgood, Cindy 

Repasky, Allyson Puckett, Pat Crotty, and Jim Oakley. 

(cont. on p. 20) 
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Special events occur throughout the year, such 

as Children's Sabbath Sunday, which occurs in 

the fall. Music Ministry Sunday is held at the end 

of January or early February, when all or almost 

all of 13 groups  participate. The Chancel Choir 

sings with a  professional orchestra on Orchestra 

Sunday in March or April of each year. NETKids 

performers present a musical at all three morning 

worship services in late April. 

Three main outreach groups travel beyond 

Trinity and visit other places of worship or secu-

lar venues: children's choirs in NETkids, the steel 

pans, and Heavenly Chimes.  

At the time of the video, Mark was planning for 

a fourteenth musical group, which was to be an 

orchestra that would perform four times a year. 

During the course of the year orchestra members 

would break into smaller ensembles. 

Another feature of the music program that 

stands out at Trinity is the organ, which was built 

around the year 2000. Mark sees the building and 

installing of such a “magnificent instrument” a 

major event in Trinity’s musical history. The or-

gan has been an important attraction to the wider  

community who attend services and musical 

events at the church.  

Mark explains that three things are needed 

when considering the effectiveness of an organ in 

a music ministry, and Trinity has all three. First, 

the organ must be an extraordinary and well-

crafted instrument; second, there should be 

enough acoustical space to allow the organ to do 

what it’s capable of doing; and third and “maybe 

most important”—the organ should be played by 

a brilliant and accomplished organist. Mark ex-

plains that Viktor Billa, Trinity’s superb organ-

ist, 

is able to do so much with this  instrument to bring 
people closer to God, and in special concerts he 
does so much . . . and for all of that, we give thanks. 

Mark shares with his video audience that his 

favorite Psalm is the last one in the Book of 

Psalms, which he describes as most  appropriate 

Mark Repasky directs an instrumental ensemble on Sun-

day, August 27, 2017. 

At the Tallahassee International Airport  in May 2015, a welcome group from Trinity greeted Viktor and Yulia Billa, organ-

ist and soprano, from Ukraine in May 2015.  L to R: Miriam Peirce, Laura Rogers, Chris Francis, Holly Francis, Mark Re-

pasky, Beth Curry, Gary Cherry, Carol Marchant, Viktor Billa, Lark Mott-Smith, Yulia Billa, Cindy Donelan, Patty Oakley, 

Nancy Kerce, Julia Young, Rhonda Work, Lynette Halter, and Bob Peirce with Rev. Wayne Curry kneeling in front.  

(cont. from p. 19) 
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for musicians: “Let all that hath 

breath praise the Lord,” explain-

ing that 

All of us breathe as musicians 
breathe. We breathe to sing; we 
breathe to play instruments; we 
breathe into the instruments 
often, or as a percussionist or 
pianist, we need to breathe or we  
wouldn't be able to keep playing. 

As we know, the word spirit 

comes from the Latin spiritus, 

meaning “a breathing 

(respiration, and of the wind), 

breath.” Crossroads editors and 

historians extend our thanks to 

Mark Repasky, who has given us 

the gift of music that has awak-

ened and enlivened our spirit 

through his leadership, music 

performance, and musical compositions.  

               

 

 

Mark Repasky leads Trinity Ringers in a practice session. L to R: Mark, Marti 

Chumbler, Allison Corrigan, Sally Huggins, Cindy Repasky, and Jennifer 

Hopgood, with Yulia and Viktor Billa in back row (August 2019). 

(cont. on p. 22) 

M y retirement from Trinity UMC was set for 

July 2, 2020. I had announced this in the 

fall of 2019. September 2019 through June 2020 

was to be a grand finale of “this and thats,” and 

Cindy and I were going to relish every bit of it! 

Then along came coronavirus. Our grand fina-

le ended abruptly in mid-March 2020. Now, as I 

write this in April, two months later, all at Trini-

ty UMC and all in Tallahassee, the entire state, 

the entire country, and pretty much the entire 

planet, are moored in a never-never land where 

we seem unable to move forward or backward.  

 Our church, like so many others, is trying val-

iantly to hold together, and truly be “The Church 

with a Heart for the City.” We trust God’s prom-

ises, and expect some good will come from all of 

this:  We just can’t see it from here. I hope and 

pray that ten years from now, we can all look 

back at the coronavirus experience and see how 

it made us better Christians, and a better 

church. 

 Trinity has had a long and glorious history, 

spanning almost 200 years. May she continue to 

flourish in the decades to come! During my 

twenty-four years here, I gradually learned some 

of what makes Trinity a unique and precious 

church. 

 Here’s an example.   

Trinity’s pipe organ in the sanctuary was in 

bad shape when I moved to Tallahassee in Janu-

ary 1996. Former organist Myron Munday 

had sounded the alarm with church leadership, 

but as yet, nothing major had been done. A com-

mittee was formed, headed by the eminently ca-

Trinity, Good-bye 

By Mark Repasky 

_____________________ 

To hear some of Mark’s compositions on our Trinity website, please go to https://www.tumct.org/

worship/music-ministries/musical-recordings/orff-music/  

https://www.tumct.org/worship/music-ministries/musical-recordings/orff-music/
https://www.tumct.org/worship/music-ministries/musical-recordings/orff-music/
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pable Myron Blee. After many months of delib-

eration and prayer, the committee decided to buy 

a new organ, and Casavant Freres in Quebec, CA, 

would build it for us. 

Move forward a few years, and our church cel-

ebrated with great fanfare the dedication of our 

Casavant Opus 3786 on December 19, 1999. 

Funding for this magnificent instrument came 

entirely from individual donations. None of the 

$600,000 came from the church budget!  

Proud to say most members of the Chancel 

Choir donated to the cause. Along with many 

small donations came several large ones. Togeth-

er, our church and community with God’s bless-

ing made this happen!  

Fast forward to late winter, 2000.  One Sun-

day after the 11:00 a.m. service, as I was putting 

things away in the choir loft, it happened. A mid-

dle-aged gentleman was assisting an older, feeble 

gentleman up the chancel steps. Curious, I quiet-

ly observed from a distance. They slowly made 

their way to the organ, walking around so they 

could see the organ keys and pedalboard. 

They talked quietly for a while, gesturing to-

ward the instrument. After a few minutes, they 

left. I found out later the older gentleman, being 

assisted by his son, wanted to see what he had 

done.   

Turns out, he was one of the big donors for the 

organ: He helped make this instrument possible!  

Was this a legacy to the church he loved? Did he 

see into the future and understand that long after 

he was gone, Trinity’s magnificent organ would 

continue to enrich this congregation and the 

community beyond?   

Trinity has had a long and glorious history 

spanning almost 200 years. May she continue to 

flourish in the decades to come. To God be the 

glory! 

In June 2020, the  bell room at Trinity on the second 

floor was named in honor of Mark and Cindy Repasky 

to express the church’s gratitude for their leadership 

and devoted service.   

Cindy and Mark Repasky sing together in a worship service dedicated to their commitment to, and leader-

ship at, Trinity. The recorded service was streamed via YouTube on Sunday morning, June 21, 2020.  Mark 

retired as Trinity’s director of music on July 2, 2020.  
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Heritage Room Named “Yates Heritage 

Center” after Bob and Linda Yates 

T rinity’s trustees approved a proposal to name 

the church’s Heritage Room (third floor) as 

the Yates Heritage Center at their June 4, 

2020, meeting. 

The proposal, submitted by the Leadership 

Committee of the Trinity Historical Society and 

Preservation of Church History Committee, rec-

ommended the name-change in honor of the dedi-

cated work and accomplishments of Bob and 

Linda Yates. Together they created a repository 

of artifacts and documents that is housed in the 

Trinity archives. The center is the culmination of 

efforts drawn from Bob’s architectural expertise 

and Linda’s knowledge, skills, and leadership in 

historical preservation.  

A celebration of the naming of the Yates Herit-

age Center will take place after church members 

can safely congregate.  

Plaque Commemorating the First Meeting 

of Florida Methodist Conference Installed 

T rinity historians Lynn McLarty and Judy 

Levy are pleased to announce the accomplish-

ment of a significant milestone in commemorating 

Trinity as site of the first session of the newly 

formed Florida Methodist Conference.  

The project, an in-

stallation of a bronze 

plaque that brings at-

tention to the meeting 

on February 6, 1845,  

was conceived and un-

dertaken to underscore 

the significance of 

Trinity in the history of 

the Florida Conference 

and the expansion of Methodism in the US.  

With the aid of Brett Ingram, our colleague 

and facilities director, Lynn and Judy oversaw the 

installation at the 

front door on May 

26, 2020.  

The inscription 
says the following: 

In New York City, 
at the May 1844 
Assembly of the 
Methodist Episco-
pal Church, dele-
gates approved the 
creation of the 
Florida Conference. 
The first session of 
the newly formed 
conference met at 
this site on Febru-
ary 6, 1845. 

Plans for Digital  

Image Library 

Get Underway 

D an Drake, 

Historical Soci-

ety data backup ad-

visor, is heading a new subcommittee to investi-

gate the development of a digitalized pictorial his-

tory of the church. The Digital Image Library Sub-

committee will identify needs for preservation and 

storage of photographs of significant value to Trin-

ity’s history and present their findings to the Lead-

ership Committee. Dan was joined on June 24, 

2020, by Lynn McLarty, Historical Society mem-

bership archivist, Pam Crosby, publications edi-

tor, and Rhonda Work, chair of the Leadership 

Committee, to discuss such topics as metadata 

used for describing, identifying, and indexing pho-

tos, types of storage, and ways of access. 

Sally Huggins Serves as Project Coordina-

tor of COVID-19 Records 

S ally Huggins, Historical Society member, is 

documenting Trinity operations, activities, and 

stories of interest during the COVID-19 pandemic 

for a comprehensive historical scrapbook of this 

unusual time in the life of the church. 

Making History: Quarterly News from Trinity’s Historical Society 

and Preservation of Church History Committee 

Top photo, Lynn McLarty and 

Brett Ingram. Lower photo: Lynn 

McLarty and Judy Levy, staying 

safe with their protective masks 

during the pandemic.  
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If you would like to be a published author in an up-

coming issue, see guidelines below: 

 

Call for Stories and Articles 

• “I Remember When” snapshots: These are short de-

scriptions that recount church life memories. They are usual-

ly 25–100 words long. See below for general guidelines. 

• Oral interviews: Interviews may be audio or video taped. 

Trinity historians write up the interviews in narrative form 

with approval from the persons interviewed before publica-

tion. Videos or audios of the interviews may be posted on 

Trinity’s website with permission from persons interviewed.  

• Firsthand stories: Individuals may submit stories based 

on their firsthand experience at Trinity. The stories are gen-

erally 500 words, but can be longer. See “General Guide-

lines.”  

• Research articles: These articles are more formal in na-

ture. 

 Criteria for formal articles include relevance to the purpose 

of the newsletter, which is to publish articles that pertain to 

the history of Trinity in a substantial way; quality of writ-

ing; historical accuracy; clarity; conciseness; coher-

ence; and readability.  

 Articles should be original works and not excerpts. 

 The word limit for articles is usually around 500 words, 

but can be longer. 

A list of resources used for historical research may be request-

ed. Original sources (instead of information from history 

books, newspapers, or newsletters) are preferred when possi-

ble. 

General Guidelines 

• Writing should be free of disrespectful language.  

• Photos and information should not violate privacy, copyright, 

or other established laws. 

• All accepted works are subject to editing in compliance with 

all Crossroads guidelines, including style guide standards, 

and must pass editorial approval before publication. 

• Submit Word document to Pamela Crosby, editor, at 

pcrosby@tumct.org.                                                 

 

Submission Guidelines 

Historical Society and Preservation of Church History Leadership Committee 

Rhonda Work,  Chair  

Dot Binger, Secretary      Linda H. Yates, Vice Chair 

Pamela C. Crosby, Publications Editor Sally Huggins, COVID-19 Project Coordinator 

Judy Levy, Membership Archivist Asst. E. Lynn McLarty, Membership Archivist 

 Mary Margaret Rogers 

 Membership Records Asst. 

Contact Information 

Physical Location: 120 W. Park Avenue – Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1086 

Tallahassee, Florida 32301   

Historical Society Email: history@tumct.org 

Crossroads Email: pcrosby@tumct.org  

Crossroads Online Archives: https://www.tumct.org/crossroads-newsletter/ 

Church Leadership  

The Rev. Dr. Wayne Wiatt, Senior Pastor   

The Rev. Neal Avirett, Associate Pastor   

Dr. Nick Quinton, Director of Discipleship & Adult Ministries 

The purpose of Crossroads is to provide descriptions of historical events and to publish news related to the Trinity United Methodist 

Church Historical Society. Its intent is not to endorse or criticize theological or ethical positions related to issues that these descrip-

tive accounts might raise. While we strive to be as accurate as possible, we make mistakes sometimes. Please send your comments, 

corrections, and requests for printed copies as well as inquiries about submissions to Pamela Crosby, chief editor, at pcros-

by@tumct.org.  

Editor’s note: A special thanks to Gloria Colvin, Dot Binger, Mary Margaret Rogers, Lynn McLarty, 

Mark Repasky, Rubie Butterworth, Dot Binger, Dawn L. Long, Rod Dugger, Linda Yates, Wayne 

Wiatt, Ann Lumsden, and Gene Zimmerman for their assistance in the proofing of this issue.  

mailto:pcrosby@tumct.org
mailto:history@tumct.org
mailto:pcrosby@tumct.org
https://www.tumct.org/crossroads-newsletter/
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