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 I just received an updated guide from 
the Florida Conference on the rise of 
COVID-19 Cases in Florida. 

All of our United Methodist Churches 
in Florida have been encouraged to make 
their decisions regarding worship in the 
midst of this ever-changing reality. We 
know there is stress and anxiety in having 
to rethink decisions as the pandemic 
continues.

Bishop Carter has reminded us that our 
guidance around returning to in-person 
worship could change as the number of 
cases begin to increase. 

The latest information shows:

• Cases are rising exponentially in our 
state. The seven-day average of new cases 
is up 85% from the previous week (new 
seven-day average is 4,149), and the last 
two days have seen over 5,000 new cases 
each day.The CDC and other health experts 
agree that this increase in cases is not 
simply connected to increased testing. (To 
listen to the latest CDC briefing click here). 

• Even though the increase in positive 
cases is among younger people, the spread 
of the virus is real and dangerous for all 
people, especially those with underlying 
health conditions. Yesterday, the CDC 
updated its list of people at risk.  

• We encourage you to look at all the 
data including: the number of new cases, 
the infection rate, the positive test rate, 

the hospitalization rates, and the ICU bed 
capacity. We have learned that it is not 
wise to base guidance solely on ICU bed 
space availability. As one of our health 
consultants said, “Sadly, by the time ICU 
beds reach capacity the outbreak will be 
uncontrollable.” 

Based on this information we offer this 
updated guidance:

1) This is not a time to relax any of 
our previously stated health guidelines, 
protocols, or FAQ.

2)  Virtual worship is the safest approach, 
and outdoor worship is encouraged over 
inside. 

3) Churches should consider delaying 
plans to return to in-person worship.  
We know that some congregations have 
already pushed their return to in-person 
worship date back in response to the rise in 
cases, and others have met in-person and 
are now returning to virtual-only worship.

4)  Wearing masks is essential when any 
group gathers together under a roof and 
is now mandated by the Leon County 
Commissioners with fines attached for 
non-compliance. The well-being of our 
elderly, children, and all ages in between 
are of utmost importance to us, so we 
ask everyone to wear a mask and do not 
consider masks to be optional. 

The Florida Conference continues to 
honor the sense that there is not a “one-
size-fits-all” approach for every church. 
Contexts are different as cases rise at 
different rates in different counties and 
zip codes (click here for a county and zip 
code break down).  

We have had increased positive cases 
among United Methodist clergy families, 
church staff, volunteers, preschool families, 
church members, throughout the state.  
Some of these are connected to individuals 
who made exceptions to the protocols. 
Others are connected to the increased 
spread of the virus around them. 

COVID-19 Update
Dr. Wayne D. Wiatt
Senior Pastor

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/96dd742462124fa0b38ddedb9b25e429
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/a0625-covid-19-update.html
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/p0625-update-expands-covid-19.html
https://www.flumc.org/files/content/relaunch+guidelines+-+5-27-20.pdf
https://www.flumc.org/in-person-worship-optional-after-june-15th
https://www.flumc.org/files/content/coronavirus+faqs+-+updated+5-27-2020.pdf
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/96dd742462124fa0b38ddedb9b25e429
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/96dd742462124fa0b38ddedb9b25e429
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Trinity received the following gifts from
May 11 - June 10:

Gifts to Trinity

In memory of Bob Yates from Walli Beall.

In memory of Bill Grow from Gayle and Paul 

Watts and family.

Rose Glenn
Homeless Mats Chair

Homeless Mats

Many thanks to those who have taken 
the time to carefully fold the plastic 
grocery bags before turning them in. You 
don’t know what a big help that is. It saves 
time for those of us who cut the strips.

I have had to change to a new e-mail 
server. In transferring the names, I may 
have left out some. If you would like to 
be on my e-mail list, notify me at the 
address below. Sorry if I missed you. Come 
and help us in this worthy mission to the 
homeless neighbors in our community. 
Contact me at budsthorn@comcast.net

                Update (Continued) :    You can always find a way to help…  
Trinty’s COVID-19 Response Team continued their discussion on Tuesday, June 30, at 

their scheduled meeting. One of our resources has been the article “Why Reopening a 
Church is Different.“  Although it was written a few weeks ago, a key point remains the same:   
“Our reopening plans are not about what is best for the management of our church, but 
what is best for the common good and greater community. This is not a time to focus 
primarily on what we may be sacrificing by not gathering, but how we are serving and 
loving all our neighbors by not gathering too soon.” 

Our Covid-19 Response Team made the decision to delay our reopening scheduled for 
July 19, and tentatively schedule our worship to resume on August 9 when our public 
schools are opened. Our Team will meet again on July 14 and continue to assess the 
infection rate in our area to make sure our projected date of August 9 for “in-person 
worship”  is in line with a decrease in COVID-19 cases in our area. We will keep you regularly 
posted on the plans and protocols in place to return to worship in-person.

I want to personally express my appreciation to our COVID-19 Response Team for their 
hard work and diligence in guiding our congregation through this challenging time. 

Trinity’s 2020 COVID-19 Response Team: 

Warren May
Rita May
Robert McDonald
Karalee Poschman
Lisa Prasse
Nick Quinton
Spencer Schrowang
Dennis Smith
Orson Smith
Paula Smith
Mike Watters
Wayne Wiatt

Neal Avirett
Laurie Batten
Allison Corrigan
Stacey Duggar
Matt Foster
Judy Green
Benson Green
Brett Ingram
Susan Koehler
Amy Leach
Rodney MacKinnon

https://www.flumc.org/files/fileslibrary/covid19+related/why_reopening_a_church_is_different-rev_alex_shanks-5-18-2020.pdf
https://www.flumc.org/files/fileslibrary/covid19+related/why_reopening_a_church_is_different-rev_alex_shanks-5-18-2020.pdf


3

   

After four years, the Rev. E. Wayne Curry 
is returning to the staff of Trinity UMC as 
our Part-Time Minister of Pastoral Care. 
Beginning July 1, Rev. Curry will re-join our 
staff part-time while continuing to serve 
Woodville UMC as their part-time pastor. 

I am excited to have Rev. Curry help 
out with Pastoral Care for Trinity ’s 
congregation!  

Rev. Curry will make regular visits to 
homebound Trinity members and during 
the Covid-19 pandemic, continue our 
telephone visitation, and help us move 
back toward “in-person” visits as soon as 
it is safe to do so.  

Rev. Curry will assist our pastors in 
coordinating our volunteers to safely 
restart our HEO Ministries of Flower 
Delivery, Prayer Quilts, Funerals and 
Receptions, Greeting Cards and our Trinity 
Chef Ministry.   

During Wayne Curry’s ministry at Trinity 
before retirement, he echoed the powerful 
phrase, “You Are Loved!” I hear that phrase 
throughout our congregation as we are 
indeed loved!  Loved by Christ, Loved 
by others, and Trinity, now more than 
ever, continues to be called to share that 
message of love to our neighborhoods, 
communities, and into the world.

We are excited to welcome Wayne Curry 
back to our ministerial staff. Thank you 
Wayne C., for agreeing to come home to 
Trinity as one of our pastors again! 

   Trinity has long been active in helping 
the less fortunate rebuild their lives.

    In 2014, Trinity members worked to 
renovate and refurbish Allen Outreach, a 
facility serving poor families, providing 
them with used clothing and food.  The 
result – a fresh, clean remodeled space, 
facilitating the needs of many.

   What a rewarding and exciting project 
that was!  

    In 2016, Trinity members went to work 
restoring a home for a senior citizen 
in the Griffin Heights area.  A repaired 
roof, new floor coverings, new cabinets 
and appliances, new HVAC, lots of paint 
and wonderful donated and purchased 
furnishings resulted in a much-needed 
improved quality of life.

    In 2017, Trinity members restored 
another home in Griffin Heights.  With 
refinished floors, a remodeled bathroom 
and kitchen, new appliances and more 
wonderful donations, once again, the 
lifestyle of another citizen was improved.

    Interested?  Want to participate in a 
project to improve another life?  Would 
you enjoy helping someone who is 
working hard to help themselves, but 
needs a boost?  

GREAT NEWS  –  we are soon to embark 
on another remodeling project.  
Donations of money are needed 
(Make check out to TUMCT, designate 
Willie Jones in the memo line ). Some 
carpentry and electrical skills are needed. 
Also, we need volunteers willing to paint. 

    Do you have furnishings, linens, dishes, 
glasses, plates, pots and pans, silverware, 
a comfortable recliner, or kitchen utensils 
you would like to contribute?  If so, WE 
NEED YOUR HELP!

Please contact Paula Smith, 
850-545-8471, 1005psmith@gmail.com 

Thank you, Trinity family!

Welcome back Reverend E. Wayne Curry!
Wayne D. Wiatt
Senior Pastor

Paula Smith

   You can always find a way to help…  
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    Rarely does a congregation enjoy 
the tenure of a Director of Music for 
almost 25 years! Mark Repasky has 
accomplished that goal with excellent 
leadership, creativity, and diligence 
as he built a music program at Trinity 
that is respected throughout the city 
of Tallahassee, and the southeast. From 
Hand Bell and Chime Choirs (3), Steel 
Pan Ensembles (2), 50 Voice Chancel 
Choir, Children’s Choirs/Ensemble (4), 
Youth Choir, Adult Praise Band, Youth 
Praise Band, Volunteer Orchestra; Brass, 
Woodwind and String Ensembles; 
Vocal Quartets and Chamber Choirs, 
Pre-school Music Class, Sunday School 
children’s music, Mark Repasky has done 
it all! 

    Add to that special concert series, 
summer special services including 
Bluegrass, Contemporary, along with 
featured instrumentalists, talented 
children and youth, Interpretive Dancers, 
and you can begin to see the depth and 
width of our music ministry at Trinity. 
The leadership has all rested on the 
shoulders of one person – Mark Repasky! 

   

 We are appreciative of his tireless efforts 
in music ministry, and our Staff Parish 
Committee has authorized a special Love 
Gift for the Repaskys, to be collected 
during the coming weeks. Help us show 
our support for Mark and Cindy as they 
move into retirement in the coming 
month. Mark’s last official day in the 
office was July 2. 

    

You may make a contribution to the 
Repasky Love Gift this week through our 
Giving Portal at www.tumct.org/give  or 
by mailing in your gift to Trinity UMC, 
PO Box 1086, Tallahassee, Florida 32302. 
Designate your gift for:  Repasky Love Gift

        Through the Green Faith Alliance, 
Trinity is partnering with the iGrow 
Community Garden Movement. The 
iGrow is a Frenchtown-based youth 
empowerment and urban agricultural 
program of the Tallahassee Food 
Network, a nonprofit organization whose 
mission is to grow community- based 
food systems to ensure food security 
and accessibility and providing healthy, 
affordable food for all.

   The DIVINE DIRT project will help us 
build relationships with this traditionally 
underserved served community and 
foster racial harmony while we work 
together to grow food.

   Under the supervision of Miaisha 
Mitchell, Trinity members work in the 
garden located at 611-Dent Street, 
Monday mornings from 9-11 a.m.  Others 
working alongside us are members of 

the Green Faith Alliance, representing 
faith communities such as St Paul’s 
UMC, Temple Israel, Holy Comforter, 
and the Quaker community.  All workers 
wear masks, gloves and maintain social 
distancing.  They all bring their own 
water supply.  

   Throughout the summer months, 
members prepare new garden plots, 
raised beds, water existing beds, weed, 
plant new beds, trim bushes and help 
maintain the garden space on Dent St.  

   Proposed fall garden projects are 
as follows:  build new raised beds on 
available land,  encourage more Trinity 
member participation, involve our 
youths to learn gardening skills, dialogue 
with community church members and 
neighborhood residents.  Winter crops 
that are anticipated would be lettuces, 
collards, kale and other seasonal 

vegetables. Times 
and day would 
be determined 
by the director as 
well as polling of 
Trinity volunteers.  
Produce from the garden would be 
distributed for the area residents or sold 
at other community gardens.  

   Our goals are to build awareness 
of sustainable food, healthy eating 
and cooking and work toward 
environmental, climate and social justice.  
By working together as ONE we can 
make this happen.

Linda  Rogers :  arnieandlindarogers@
gmail.com

Mary Ann Moore: mmoore1018@aol.com

Green Faith Alliance representatives for 
Trinity United Methodist Church

Love Gift for Mark & Cindy Repasky

Divine Dirt
Linda Rogers
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Betty Phifer Advanced Studies Class 
members are zooming away this summer. 
The motto of our class is “Striving for 
a Christian Vision of Love and Action,” 
and we focus on two primary goals that 
are couched in the spirit of Christian 
love and activism: (1) to promote open 
and respectful discussion in seeking to 
understand and explore ways to solve 
problems in the contemporary world while 
gaining insights from experts in various 
fields and/or from each other; and (2) to 
grow in service to—and in love for—God 
and our fellow human beings. 

As a group that values democratic 
participation, we seek to foster thoughtful 

and honest dialogue that examines four 
main themes throughout each year: (a) 
prayer, devotion, personal relations to 
God; (b) theological/biblical history and 
issues; (c) social, political, technological, 
economic, and ecological issues, needs, 
and affairs approached from a Christian 
perspective; and (d) interfaith dialogue 
and relations in an increasingly global 
world.

 Because all class participants provide 
their unique perspectives, gifts, and 
talents,  members select  together 
instructional materials, engage in church 
and community activities that encourage 
individual growth, spiritual guidance, 

and ethical deeds, while some take turns 
in leading class sessions. Advanced as a 
descriptor of our class denotes support 
of each other in striving to go beyond 
merely occupying a seat in class on Sunday 
mornings to being actively and deeply 
thoughtful participants.

While we often agree on issues and 
concerns in our discussions, diverse 
v i e w p o i n t s  a d d  t o  t h e  o n g o i n g 
richness, growth, and complexity of the 
conversation. Each one of us is a seeker, 
and we take seriously the journey on which 
every member embarks to achieve further 
understanding.

Zooming Through the Summer: Betty Phifer Class Members Stay 
Connected with Challenging Studies

When Mark Repasky announced last year 
that he was retiring as Trinity’s long-term 
Director of Music, the Music Committee 
realized we had a real challenge ahead of 
us.  How do you replace someone with a 
25-year legacy of musical excellence and 
music ministry growth?

We immediately formed a search 
committee and launched a nationwide 
search for just the right candidate.  The 
process to choose a new Director of Music 
was long and detailed and involved a lot of 
prayer and discernment.  After screening 
over 50 applicants from all parts of the 
country and interviewing the finalists, we 
reached a unanimous decision.   

We are pleased to introduce Christopher 
Titko as Trinity’s new Director of Music.  

“God transforming lives through the 
arts.”  This is what Chris feels he is called 
to facilitate. His United Methodist journey 
began as a preacher’s kid in Ohio where 
his grandfather was a United Methodist 
minister as well as his father. So Chris is a 
PK twice over!

Mr. Titko earned his Bachelor’s Degree 
in Sacred Music from Westminster Choir 
College and holds a Master’s degree in 
choral conducting from Indiana University. 
He pursued further post-graduate studies 
in choral conducting at the University of 
Oklahoma. 

For the past five years, Chris has served 
as the Church Music Editor for J.W. Pepper, 
one of the largest print and digital music 
publishers in the United States.    

In his over 40 years of ministry, 
Chris has led performances 
with orchestra of major choral 
works as well as musical theater. 

Chris has three children and 
enjoys singing, playing piano 
and organ, going to the movies, 
snorkeling, and growing in his 
faith.

Chris packed up all his things  
in Philadelphia and is now 
settling in here in Tallahassee. Chris, we 
extend a hearty welcome to Trinity and 
pray for your success as our new Director  
of  Music!  

Welcome Chris Titko
Warren May

Dr. Pam Crosby
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Stacey Duggar
Preschool Director

Steps to Reopening!

How do you safely care for the youngest 
members of our community during a crisis?  
Very carefully! We have taken advantage of 
the down time these past several months 
to rewrite some policies and protocols so  
that  we can safely reopen on July 6th. Here 
is a brief overview of what is happening at 
the preschool.

Drop off:

• All parents will arrive at the main 
doors thus eliminating drop off on the 
playground or through the nursery door.

• Children will have their temperature 
taken and parents will be asked a few 
screening questions about their child.

• Staff will take the children from the 
main doors to their classroom, thus 
eliminating 75+ parents entering the 
school each day.

Miscellaneous considerations:

• Staff will wear masks.

• If a parents wishes for a child to wear 
a mask, we will assist in any way we can.

• Staff will also be screened before 
entering the building each day.

• For the time being, we will eliminate 
large group activities such as our Fun 
Friday, Music class, Chapel time, and 

family events such as Thanksgiving 
Feast and Mother’s Day and Father’s Day 
celebrations. (This is the hardest one for 
the staff; we just love these events!)

• We will provide each child with their 
own plastic pencil case with markers, 
glue stick, scissors, and glue bottle, thus 
eliminating the sharing of these items.

• We have eliminated dress up clothes 
for the time being as well as our water and 
sensory table activities, as these types of 
activities have a high probability of germ 
sharing.

• We have scheduled extra time for 
staff to sanitize during the day, including 
common items such as door knobs, light 
switches, and especially toys.

What we are asking of our TUMP  families:

• Parents will sign the acknowledgement 
and disclosure form with details on what 
we are doing and what we are asking them 
to do.

• Parents will help their children practice 
adequate handwashing and hygiene 
procedures at home. (20 seconds is a long 
time to a 2 year old!)

• We are asking families to will follow the 
social distancing guidelines recommended 
by the CDC when not at TUMP.

We are looking forward to the children 
returning and beginning our “new normal”. 
While we remain optimistic that we will be 
able to operate in a fun and loving manner, 
and maintain a safe learning environment, 
we certainly would appreciate your prayers 
for the safe reopening and operating of our 
wonderful preschool. 

Ordinarily we are involved in projects 
such as supplying and assembling care 
bags that include items such as toothpaste 
and washcloths to our Tallahassee friends 
who are in need of basic toiletries.  This 
summer during the COVID-19 crisis, we 
are continuing our investment in Kiva, a 
non-profit organization with a mission 
to connect people through lending to 
alleviate poverty. Small loans are made to 
beginning entrepreneurs.  

Books we have read this spring and 
summer include Come Be My Light: The 
Private Writings of the Saint of Calcutta 
by Mother Teresa and Grounded: Finding 
God in the World-A Spiritual Revolution by 
Diana Butler Bass.  Our current reading is 
Sand County Almanac by Aldo Leopold. 

Our class has been reading his portraits 
of the natural world that help to bring to 
light the extensive diversity of American 
landscapes: mountains, prairies, deserts, 
and coastlines. Pointing to the various 
resources that sustain us and the beauty 
that inspires us, the author explains the 
destructive effects humankind has had 
on the land while issuing a bold challenge 
to protect the world we call home. Our 
class is committed to being a part of this 
challenge as God’s stewards of the life and 
beauty around us. 

All are welcome to join our Zoom 
gathering. The meeting time is 9:45 on 
Sunday mornings. Contact Pam Crosby 
at pcrosby@tumct.org to connect with us!

Betty Phifer Advanced Studies Class was named 
for the FSU instructor of religion and social activist 

who founded and led the class at Trinity.
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Youth Happenings in July 

A Note from Lisa ...

Lisa Prasse
Youth Director

Your youth are thriving even during 
quarantine! While we’ve not been able 
to do lots of the fun things we do every 
summer, we continue to meet 4 times 
a week. It’s fun to get together and see 
one another even virtually while we 
must stay apart.  

We are able to continue to grow 
– digging deep into subjects that 
were decided on long before our 
world became so crazy, but are still so 
perfectly timed and appropriate! God 
is good! 

Last week, Allison Corrigan and I had 
a zoom party ushering in our rising 6th 
graders and took them each a goody 
bucket complete with a personalized 
laminated name tag and a brand new 
Trinity Youth sticker we had created 
for the youth’s water bottles. It was so 
great to see them (from a very socially 
safe distance) in real life! Their smiles 
are contagious and we can’t wait to be 
back together. 

In the meantime, we’ll continue to 
usher in the summertime together in 
the best ways we can!

T h i s  h a s  c e r t a i n l y  b e e n  a n 
unprecedented and trying time for 
us all! So many children’s programs, 
events, and end-of-year activities 
were sadly cut short or cancelled — 
the NETkids annual musical, VBS, and 
summer camp to name just a few. 
Even though we cannot be together 
in person during COVID, we continue 
to find ways to connect, have fun, and 
grow spiritually together each week. 

O u r  a m a z i n g  S u n d ay  S c h o o l 
curriculum (Orange) has produced 
wonder ful  video presentations, 
making it possible to send out our 
weekly lessons to families in a fun and 
engaging way. We stay connected with 
the children through our preschool 
and elementary ZOOM gatherings, 
which are the highlight of our week! It 
gives us a time to fellowship, be silly, 
and learn more about putting God’s 
Word into action. We have been on 
mission together, even from a distance, 
by sending thank you cards to our 

healthcare heroes and the staff at Hope 
Community Center.

Congratulations to our graduating 
5th graders! We are so proud of you!

Bradely Bodiford
Sean Huggins
Brody Jenkins
Amery Keller

Natalie Martin
Shep Platt

Audrey Pocock
Alaina Shalley
Graham Ward
Sutton White

We congratulated and “sent-off” our 
graduating 5th graders with a virtual 
ZOOM party and a special delivery of 
beach buckets filled with summer-fun 
activities! The graduating 5th graders 
may be officially “youth” now, but they 
will always hold a special place in our 
hearts. 

We miss the children so much! The 
children’s hallway is oddly silent and 
bare. We are looking so forward to 
the day when we can come together 
again and welcome back the noise and 
laughter that is children’s ministry!

Here’s What’s Happening with Trinity Kids
Allison Corrigan
Director of Children’s Ministries
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Dismantling Racism: A Service of Lament
 

As part of The United Methodist 
Church’s Dismantling Racism: Pressing 
On To Freedom initiative, church leaders 
conduct a service of lament, inviting 
United Methodists across the connection 
to join in a time of repentance, communion 
and commitment as the church examines 
racial injustice.

In a multi-language and multi-cultural 
time of worship, a representation of our 
global church, United Methodists pray, 
sing and share communion with one 
another.

The service concludes with church 
leaders challenging every member of The 
United Methodist Church to a four-part 
call: pray, connect, show up, act.

As we pray, those of us who are white 
are called to pray that God will show us 
what we refuse to see and do what we’ve 
been unwilling to do. And those of us who 
are people of color are invited to pray with 
our white brothers and sisters and give 
another chance to get it right.

If we are truly ready to do a new 
thing, people of color and white 
people must connect with one 
another and talk about racism and 
about change.

To show up, we must put ourselves on 
the line to reclaim the soul of our nation 
and our church.

Finally, we must act, responding with 
commitment and courage by marching, 
demonstrating, writing letters to elected 
officials and speaking up.

To quote Council of Bishops President 
Cynthia Harvey, “Dear Life-Giving God, 
we your people are in this for the long 
haul. “

Learn more about what working 
toward racial justice for the long haul 
means for each of us.

WATCH the Service HERE

http://www.tumct.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8y0SDae5_z4

