
   This Christmas at Trinity will be 
exciting and new this year!  Every 
year we try and meet the needs of 
a variety of age groups as we offer 
different worship experiences for our 
Trinity family and reach out to our 
community and neighbors as well.

    We will begin our Christmas 
worship services this year with a 
video production of “Hanging of 
the Greens,” written and produced 
by Amy Leach, and now an annual 
tradition at Trinity. This service 
will feature a liturgical setting 
including scripture, music, and 
the “greening of the sanctuary” 
in preparation for Advent and 
Christmastide. 

    This opening service will 
be broadcast on our YouTube 
Channel at 6:30pm on Sunday, 
December 6. 

   Our Hope and Remembrance 
Service will be Wednesday, 
December 16th, at 6:30pm in 
our Sanctuary.  It is a chance 
to lament loss and find hope 
together during the Christmas 
season. Limited seating will be 
available in the Sanctuary through 
Sign-up Genius. We will broadcast 
this service LIVE on our YouTube 
Channel.

    We’re excited to announce that 
you will be able to experience 
the “Gifts of Christmas” at all four 
of our Christmas Eve Worship 
Services this year.  From a live 
nativity and Christmas Under the 
Stars, to our traditional service 
of Lessons and Carols in the 
Sanctuary, we invite you to join us 
in-person or online for all of our 
worship offerings on Christmas 
Eve this year. 

    Every service will conclude with 
the singing of  “Silent Night” by 

candlelight and a sending forth 
into the world with the familiar 
hymn -- “Joy to the World, the Lord 
is Come!”

    Below is a thumbnail sketch 
of each service. We will require 
Sign-Up Genius reservations for 
all services; however, the 9pm 
service, “Christmas Under the 
Stars” will be shared from the 
steps of the Trinity Portico with 
unlimited participation as we will 
be able to close West Park Avenue, 
and we will literally worship in the 
street.

We will have four different 
worship services on Thursday, 
December 24!

4:00pm – Young Children and 
Family Service (Sanctuary)
• Singing of  Traditional Carols
• Children’s Special Music
• Children’s Sermon
• Candlelight Singing of 
   Silent Night
• Live Nativity after the service           
  until 9:00pm                   

Sharing the Gifts of Christmas at Trinity
Rev. Dr. Wayne Wiatt

Lead Pastor



    It is a wonderful tradition at 
Trinity to present Bibles to our 
Kindergarten and 3rd Grade 
children each fall. On October 18, 
our Kindergarten children received 
the Jesus Storybook Bible, which 
invites them to join in the greatest 
of all adventures, to discover for 
themselves that Jesus is at the center 
of God’s great salvation—and at the 
center of their own story too! On 
October 25, our 3rd Grade children 
received the Deep Blue Kids Bible. 
This engaging, interactive Bible offers 
a wealth of notes, devotionals, Bible 
trivia, and other interactive elements 
to capture inquisitive young minds. 
The following children received 
Bibles this year:

  Trinity Presents Bibles to Kindergarten and 3rd Grade Children

Kindergarten

Riley William Bell
Addison Avery Blanco
Katie Lynn Cloud
William Howard Durham
Duff Evan Harrison
Caroline Josefa Kleuver
Elsie Lyn MacKinnon
Jackson Bond Quinton
Stephen Watson Shiver, III

3rd Grade

Trace B. Dalton
Braxton Troy Durham
Aubri Gates
Evelyn Harris
Lillian Jane Harrison
Joshua Kenneth Johnson
Gabriel Curtis Maphis
Gibson William McGee
Grayson Hunter Padgett
Garrett Eli Recks
Michael Raynes Robinson
Penelope Anne Watters

  

7:30pm – Service of Lessons and 
Carols (Sanctuary)

• Scripture Readings & 
Traditional Carols
• Chancel Choir
• Instrumentalists
• Hand bells
• Organ

9:00pm – Christmas Under the 
Stars (Front Portico and Duval 
Street)

• Family Worship Outdoors
• Worship Band

• Traditional Carols
• Cider and Fire Barrels
• Silent Night by Candlelight

11:00pm – Christmas Eve 
Communion Service (Sanctuary)

• Special Instrumental and 
Vocal Music
• Traditional Carols
• Family ensembles
• Holy Communion
• O Holy Night

We invite you to join us this 
year for something new, as we 
continue to live out our Mission 
to Worship, Grow, and Serve, 
centered in our Vision to be a 
diverse Christian community, 
shining as a beacon of God’s love 
and actively engaged as the heart, 
hands, and feet of Christ in the 
world.

   Hope to see you in worship soon 
or zooming in on the cloud! 
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    2020 has been a difficult year to 
say the least.  But, nowhere has it 
been as difficult as Guatemala.  Right 
now, COVID-19 is running rampant 
throughout the country.  The people 
living outside the cities have no 
access to health care.  Many of them 
are vendors of homemade, hand-
crafted merchandise in the streets of 
their villages, and the government 
has shut down all vending 
throughout the country.  People 
over the age of 60 are not allowed to 
leave their homes.  Most of the small 
towns have restrictions on when their 
people can go to the market.  Those 
who are unemployed vendors have 
no source of income, and can’t afford 
to go to the market.

Thankfully, through the efforts and 
dedication of Porch de Salomon, 
those people have access to food 
and healthcare resources that they 
would not otherwise have.  Porch 
de Salomon has had to cancel 20 
mission teams this year, and has lost 
the income and donations that come 
with those teams to fund its ministry.  
Due to some outside donations, they 
have been able to continue serving 
the people in and around Panajachel.  

    As you plan your end-of-the-year 
charitable donations, please consider 
including Porch de Salomon.  
Donations can be made via their 
website at www.porchdesalomon.org 
and click on the “Donate” button.  Or, 
simply mail a check to TUMC, PO Box 
1086, Tallahassee, FL 32302 and write 
“Guatemala” on the memo line.

Watch Here:
https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=tb0yPXiMsU4

Special Worship Music -

   November 29 we will welcome 
harpist Jillian Rawlins to Trinity. The 
women of the Chancel Choir will 
share Benjamin Britten’s “There is 
no Rose” and Jillian will also share 
Advent carols.

   December 13 members of the 
Sanctuary Choir will be accompanied 
by orchestra as they share the first 
day of Bach’s Christmas Oratorio and 
carol settings.

   More news about special music 
in worship will be a part of the 
December Tidings.

   Like to sing or ring? There is room 
for you and your gifts in the music 
ministry of Trinity United Methodist 
Church. If you are interested in 
participating we are working hard 
to keep everyone safe so that we 
can minister. Contact Chris Titko, 
Director of Music, if you would like to 
participate. 

   Steel Pans will begin again on 
January 10th, led by Patrick Ashley. 
Please contact Chris Titko, 862-221-
1432, if you would like to participate. 

   Lessons - If you are interested in 
voice or piano lessons starting in 
2021, please contact Chris at 862-
221-1432.

Chris Titko
Music  Director

Porch De Salomon

Trinity Music Updates
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    Our Stewardship Campaign “Life’s 
Currency: Build, Plant, Seek” will 
be November 1-15. It’s based on 
Jeremiah’s message to the Israelites. 
“Build houses and live in them; plant 
gardens and eat what they produce. 
But seek the welfare of the city where 
I have sent you into exile, and pray 
to the Lord on its behalf, for in its 
welfare you will find your welfare.” 
Jeremiah 29:5,7 NRSV

    Stewardship asks everything of us. 
If we weren’t asked in this way as a 
child, spouse, parent, pastor, citizen, 
or Christian, we may never grow and 
mature as a human being. The Great 
Commandment “to love the Lord 
your God with all of your heart, with 
all of your mind, with all of your soul, 
with all of your strength, and your 
neighbor as yourself” is the highest 
call to stewardship there is. No 
wonder it comes from God. If there’s 
any part of me that began following 
Jesus first, it was my heart. My mind, 
soul, and strength have been playing 
catch up ever since.

    My first memory of someone 
spending their life like currency was 
the late Princess Diana. I’ve never 
followed the royal family; I still don’t. 
But I do have two distinct memories 
of her.  I remember the princess had 
cameras following her relentlessly 
everywhere she went, maybe more 
so after her divorce. In my opinion, 
the moment she spent her life like 
currency was being photographed 
holding hands with adults and 
children living with AIDS in ‘92. I 
remember seeing her again on MTV 
walking a path in Angola, sitting with 
a young girl whose leg was blown 
off from a landmine left over from 
war. Both moments were unusual for 
royalty.  These photographs painted 

a wider picture than tabloids in the 
checkout aisle.

    The Princess was spending the 
currency she had by being found 
with the people she felt were most 
in need of the world’s compassion, 
attention, and service. Of course 
she pledged her money, no doubt, 
but she was also leveraging another 
kind of currency that turned cameras 
pointed at her to bring other people 
into focus. She forced us to see them. 
That’s what life’s currency does. It’s 
investing your life in others to the 
point where your story and theirs 
can’t be told without the other.

    I love the way Mike Slaughter puts 
it “The goal of stewardship is not to 
make anyone feel guilty, nor is it to 
say that you have to be exactly like 
this person or that person. The goal 
is for all of us to ask hard questions 
of ourselves and be open to the 
possibility that God will lead us in 
new directions in our lives.” 

    The truth is I don’t like to 
acknowledge the gap between the 
values I think I should have and those 
I actually have. I tithe regularly, and 
I get behind. I join a ministry, and 
sometimes can’t fully participate in 
the way I want. I read five books at 
a time, but don’t finish them in the 
same season; sometimes not at all. If 
there’s anything I find the easiest to 
give myself to is local missions, and 
other than the Capital Area Justice 
Ministry, I haven’t found it yet. But 
like Adam and Eve exiting Eden, 
I believe God will help clothe me 
for the journey till I can say like Eve 
giving birth to her third child Seth, 
“Look what I conceived with the 
Lord’s help.” - Gen. 4:1

    You’ll see that the stewardship 
pledge card is a little different this 
year. We’re not only asking you to 

make a financial pledge to help us 
reach our financial goals in 2021, 
but also a pledge of your time. There 
are three ways that pledging your 
time could benefit your church in 
2021. The first would help us build 
a new church directory. This would 
strengthen our connection with 
updated information. The second 
would be to help us plant fresh 
expressions of ministry that reach 
new people in our community in 
new ways and places. And third, to 
seek the welfare of Tallahassee by 
partnering with the Capital Area 
Justice Ministry. If there’s another 
area of ministry you feel drawn to 
serve, there’s a place to include that 
too.

    All of us have been given a certain 
amount of currency in life: money, 
time, and service. I hear people all 
the time talking about how they are 
ready for 2020 to be over, so how 
about challenging yourself to reach 
for a new goal in 2021. Pledging 
your time and finances will benefit 
you the giver, our church, and our 
community. Let’s spend our life’s 
currency for the work of God’s 
kingdom and the transformation of 
our world in 2021.

Stewardship: Life’s Currency
Neal Avirett
Associate Pastor
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    As November ushers in the 
holidays, we usher in the fun in the 
Underground! Last month was not 
quite “usual” but we are inching 
ever closer…slowly and carefully.  
We had our youth front and center 
as we re-opened our church doors. 
Youth welcomed back congregants, 
helped with special in-service music 
and continued our rich tradition of 
acolyting.  Additionally we had a 
picnic in the park where we were 
able to fellowship and break bread 
together.  It was wonderful to see 
one another face to face even 
through our face masks and social 
distance. 

    This month there will be even more 
opportunity for our youth to see one 
another face to face. On November 
15th, our confirmands will receive 
their bibles and our class of 2020 
confirmands will go through their 
actual Confirmation service. We also 
intend (contingent upon COVID 
updates) to pack snack packs later 
in the month and/or visit another 
outdoor venue together, and we’ll 
be recording for our Hanging of 
the Greens service throughout the 
month. Finally, we’ll have Christmas 
trees and wreaths to deliver on 
Wednesday, December 2nd!  
Speaking of Christmas…..

    The holidays are in full swing! 
Please be on the lookout this month 
for your Christmas Tree/Wreath 
order forms! You’ll find them in your 
bulletins for a couple weeks this 
month and/or feel free to track down 
a youth, or Lisa Prasse (lprasse@
tumct.org) for more information! 
Christmas tree and wreath sales 
began a little earlier this year by 
way of social media and our very 
own Trinity website. With Covid 
restrictions, we are asking this year 
that those ordering please print 
out an order form, fill it out and 
mail the bottom half of the form 
back to Trinity’s office (PO Box 1086, 
Tallahassee, FL 32302). The deadline 
for ordering is Sunday, November 
15th, and items will be delivered the 
Wednesday night after Thanksgiving, 
December 2nd, in the gravel lot from 
5-8:00pm. We can even deliver for an 
extra fee…it’s all right there on the 
order form. Please remember, your 
contributions when you purchase 
a Christmas tree or wreath from 
our youth group to help make our 
mission trips possible! So, thank you 
in advance!!! 

    We continue to have Youth Sunday 
School via zoom and email and Youth 
Bible Study via zoom together every 
Wednesday night along with our 
select UMYF gatherings. Please let

me know if you/your youth would 
like more information regarding any 
of these meetings. Feel free to call or 
text: 850-545-2852 or email: lprasse@
tumct.org

Mark your calendars:

         *Throughout November: 
Recording for Hanging of the 

Greens service (dates TBD)

Friday, November 1: 
We begin taking tree/wreath  

orders

          Sunday, November 15: 
Youth Connectional Outdoor 

Gathering (event TBD)
            

             Wednesday, Dec 2nd:  
Christmas Trees and wreaths 

delivered—all youth hands on 
deck!!!

Lisa Prasse
Youth Director

Youth Gathering at Tom Brown Park in October
So great having everyone together again!

http://lprasse@tumct.org
http://lprasse@tumct.org


In-person NETkids resumed on 
Wednesday, October 14! It was such 
a joy to see and hear children back in 
the church building enjoying faith, 
fellowship, crafts, music, and fun! 
The masks may have covered their 
smiles, but they couldn’t silence 
the laughter! The children (and 
volunteers) were so excited to be 
back together!

    By following the protocol 
recommended by the CDC and the 
UMC FL Conference, we are doing 
all we can to keep everyone safe, 
healthy, and happy! All children, 
volunteers, and staff wear masks at 
all times while in the building, and 
practice safe physical distancing 
wherever possible. Group sizes 
are kept to 6 children or less, and 
all materials are designated for 
individual use with no sharing. All 
rooms and high touch areas are 
completely sanitized before and after 
use. We feel that we are doing our 

absolute best to provide the safest 
environment possible under our 
current circumstances.

    NETkids registration will remain 
open throughout the school year. 
We will welcome new children at 
any time. We do ask that you please 
register at least one week in advance 
of sending your child in order to 
give us adequate time to prepare, 
adjust groups, etc. When you feel 
comfortable sending your child 
to NETkids, please email Allison 
Corrigan at acorrigan@tumct.org.
We are looking forward to a great 
year!

  

What’s Happening in Children’s Ministry
Allison Corrigan
Director of Children’s Ministries

mailto:acorrigan%40tumct.org?subject=


Thanksgiving is right around the 
corner and a perfect time to enjoy 
family traditions. Some of the best 
childhood memories occur when 
cooking together in the kitchen. I 
asked the children how to make a 
pumpkin pie, and some gave some 
pretty unique answers!
 
•  You put jelly in, then wrap around it 
and put it in the oven.  Folsom age 4

•  Put 100 baking powders and dump 
a jar of pumpkins and cook it. Then 
put it on the stove and let it cool 
down. Isaac age 4

•  Add some sugar and pumpkins 
inside, but you cut off the stem. Then 
get some icing like pumpkin donuts. 
Kirkland age 4

•  You get a pumpkin and put seeds 
inside then it looks like a pumpkin 
pie. You mix it in a blender and get all 
the juice out. Then you cook it and it 
is a pumpkin pie! Van age 4.

•  Make it with sprinkles and candy! 
Ansleigh age 3

•  Put cheese in and it is pumpkin pie. 
Isla age 3

•  Put ice cream cones in it. Jonathan 
age 3

•   You make it with butter and 
scarecrows.  Colt age 3

•   You put some roast in, pile it up, 
and put it in the microwave. Paxton 
age 4

•   I don’t know how; maybe put a 
pumpkin in a pie. William age 4
 
    Despite the craziness of 2020, 
we all have so much to be thankful 
for. Here is a brief list of what the 
preschoolers said they were most 
grateful for:

•  Mommy and Daddy. Lily age 2

•   My book. Ann McLean age 2

•   Jesus, my mom and Skyler. Collins   
age 2

•  Momma.  Actually Daddy. Avalee 
age 2

•  Mom and Dad and the cars. Theo 
age 3

•  My dump trucks, trains and cats. 
Jake age 3

•  Playing with mommy and daddy. 
Liam age 3

•  Making cupcakes with Mommy. 
Ingrid age 3

•  I’m thankful for the earth. Dawson 
age 4

•   I’m thankful for my friends. Scarlett 
age 4

•   I’m thankful for being able to help 
people. Wyatt age 4

Kids Say the Funniest and Sweetest Things!
Stacey Duggar
Preschool Director
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The Linda & Bob Yates Heritage Center
Rhonda Work

    Many years ago, Linda and Bob 
Yates recognized the need to 
preserve the history of TUMC.  They 
envisioned a place where the papers 
and artifacts of the church could be 
catalogued, preserved, and made 
available to church members and 
visitors for viewing and research.  
They established the Trinity United 
Methodist Church Historical Society 
as a means to involve more members 
in the work of historical preservation.  
In 2009 with the assistance of then 
senior pastor Rev. Wayne Curry, 
a room on the third floor of the 
education building was selected for 
use by the Historical Society.  With 
Bob’s expertise as an architect and 
Linda’s vision of how to display our 
history, the Heritage Room became a 
reality.   

    They created a visual timeline of all 
the ministers who have served Trinity 
and displayed photos, artifacts, 
and stain glass windows along with 
volumes of conference minutes, 
bulletins, Tidings, Crossroads, and 
other written material. Linda served 
as chair of the Committee on 
Preservation of Church History and 
continues to contribute her expertise 
on a regularly basis.  Unfortunately, 
we lost Bob a few months ago, but 
his contributions over the years were 
many.

    In recognition of all that the Yates 
have done for the preservation 
of church history, the committee 
recommended and the Board of 
Trustees approved the renaming of 
the Heritage Room to The Linda and 
Bob Yates Heritage Center.  This is a 

well deserved tribute to their 
dedication and comes with love and 
thanks from the church for a job well 
done.    

Linda and Bob Yates were instrumental in the design 
and use of the Heritage Room, now renamed in their 

honor. It is located on Trinity’s third floor.
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