
    It’s time for our annual church-wide 
Lenten study and we have much to 
reflect on as we prepare for Easter 
together.  I’ll admit I find comfort 
in the routine of joining people 
across our congregation in shared 
curriculum.  This time, however, the 
planning hasn’t felt so comfortable. 
 I can’t help but think how differently 
we begin our Lenten study this year 
compared to how we began last year.  
The spread of COVID-19 in the US had 
only just begun when we entered 
Lent 2020.  After only a few weeks 
into our discussions, we moved our 
in-person groups online in response 
to the realities of the pandemic.  And 
this year we begin how we finished 
last year – online.                       

     

     The 12 months between is marked 
by the loss of so much and so many.   
Many of us have mourned and some 
number of us still do.  And yet, we are 
not without hope.  Our author, Rev. 
Susan Robb, takes the journey from 
loss, even death, to hope with us.  In 
her course, Seven Words, she invites 
us to the terrible reality of the cross 
so we may consider Jesus’ last words.      
There in his impending death, Rev. 
Robb helps us find the promise of life.  
This seems fitting to me and I pray it 
does to you as well.  My hope is that 
you find a group and the healing 
you need to celebrate Easter.  There 
are plenty of options available.  If 
you haven’t signed up, please check 
out tumct.org for details or message 
me directly at nickquinton@tumct.
org. 

Church-Wide Lenten Study: 
Seven Words by Rev. Susan Robb

Nick Quinton
Leader of Discipleship
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      In keeping with Trinity’s vision to 
be actively engaged as the heart, 
hands, and feet of Christ in the world, 
your pastors outlined three goals for 
the coming year at our Staff Parrish 
Relations meeting in October. Our 
annual evaluation process asked 
us to help the church set goals 
and ministry focus for the coming 
year. Pastors Neal Avirett and Nick 
Quinton joined me in setting these 
goals to continue Trinity’s mission 
and vision which we are already 
living out.  These goals have been 
affirmed by the Staff Parrish Relations 
Committee and our Church Council 
at their October meetings.  They are 
to continue studies and programs 
focusing on anti-racism, begin a new 
“Fresh Expression Ministry” at Trinity 
to reach out into our surrounding 
community, and develop a new 
church-wide pictorial directory. 

    Anti-Racism Studies:  Last fall, 
our Lay Academy began helping 
us look at anti-racism resources by 
offering book studies and four small 
discussion groups. The discussion of 

the book, White Fragility by Robin 
DiAngelo, was led by Dr. Bob Gibbs. 
The viewing of the movie “13th” and 
following discussions were led by Dr. 
Nick Quinton and focused on helping 
us recognize that we have a unique 
role to play in the efforts to stop the 
continuation of racism throughout 
America and the world. Your pastors 
will offer additional book/film studies 
beginning after the Lenten and 
Easter season in April.  

     Fresh Expressions: This new 
movement of outreach is a “form of 
church” for our changing culture. It 
has been established primarily for 
the benefit of people who are not yet 
members of any church. The vision 
is for a “new expression” of church 
which will come into being through 
principles of listening, service, 
incarnational mission, and making 
disciples. Fresh Expressions calls a 
congregation to think outside the 
box and possibly outside the building 
[location] to meet new people where 
they are. Trinity’s goal in the coming 
year is to start one new expression of 
ministry in our community within the 
coming months. 
    

     New Church-Wide Pictorial 
Directory: As soon as it is safe 
to gather again, our hope is to 
reschedule our church directory 
plans for late summer or early fall. 
It’s been seven years since our last 
church directory and our goal is 
to have a new one completed and 
in your hands by Christmas 2021. 
This directory will be electronic 
and you may either submit a 
photo or have our professional 
photographers provide for an 
individual and/or  family portrait. We 
hope to be working with LifeTouch 
Photographers or a similar company. 

    As we move into 2021, our hope 
is that the vaccine will continue to 
provide rays of hope and normalcy 
for all of us as we are hopefully able 
to return to full in-person worship 
and activities at Trinity during the 
coming months. 

Trinity’s Goals for 2021
Wayne Wiatt
Lead Pastor

Trinity Music Updates
Chris Titko
Music Director 

    This month we will be sharing 
spirituals, songs and hymn-based 
compositions by African American 
composers. The depth of emotion, 
spirituality and the revelations of a 
people oppressed and marginalized 
is and was a breeding ground for 
music that speaks clearly of injustice 
and abuse.  We pray that by sharing 
this journey we all become more 
aware and willing to make choices 
that make things better.

    Many  thanks to all those who 
have worked on the choir room 
renovation. Particularly Brett, Michael 
and Charlotte.

    Visit the church’s YouTube channel 
to see short musical offerings from 
Chris Titko and Viktor Billa.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-VJauOM5GmiYagUuGGbcQw


     As January ushered in another new 
year, so did our youth! The holidays 
looked different this year but we 
are still back up and running in the 
Underground. Please see a little of 
what we’re running toward in the 
coming months and be reminded of 
Sunday school lessons every Sunday 
morning online, Confirmation Class 
and mid-week youth bible study on 
Wednesdays at 5:00pm and 6:30pm 
via ZOOM! Please email our Youth 
Director, Lisa Prasse (lprasse@tumct.
org) if you’d like more information 
about any of those Youth activities.  
While the youth have met a few 
times outdoors to stay connected, 
in January we even resumed some 
in-person activities- beginning 
with UMYF face to face in the 
Underground!! We are cautiously 
optimistic and so happy to be back 
in our own space while we pray 
Covid-19 will be gone soon and we 
can get back to (a least a little closer 
to) normal.

     We were delighted to introduce 
our new Youth Intern to the Youth 
group face to face in January! His 
name is Derek Langley and he is 
a wonderful asset to the program 
already. Derek has worked at Warren 
Willis for the last several summers 
and will serve this summer as their 
Worship Coordinator. We’ll be sad 
to lose him for the summer, but we 
often have a summer intern and 
Derek plans to be back in the fall. He 
knows our youth and is going to be 
a breath of fresh air and FUN to have 
onboard this semester. We will put all 
his creativity to good use as we fire 
things back up with programming 
and plan for the future. When you 
meet Derek, be sure to introduce 
yourself and give him a warm 
welcome. 
     

    We had fun exploring different 
worship during January as our 
confirmation class went on the road 
(virtually) attending a terrific online 
service with our friends at Temple 
Israel. It’s wonderfully eye opening to 
see how others worship and to learn 
about why they do the things they do 
and believe what they believe. This 
month we’re going to virtually visit 
St. Thomas More Catholic Church as 
we take in a Saturday night or Sunday 
morning service together.  This is 
another awesome opportunity to 
see how different worship can look, 
sound and feel. At the culmination 
of these field trips, our confirmation 
class would normally attend their 
confirmation retreat at Warren 
Willis. This year we are researching 
attending this retreat virtually. This 
is a fantastic opportunity for our 
youth to grow in relationship with 
one another — building their church 
family for life — and with God! More 
information on that event in March!

   We’re busy preparing for all our 
summer fun…we are going to try to 
make up for everything we missed 
due to Covid this past summer — 
VBS, Youth Week, camp and our 
mission trips!! We are so grateful for 
your 

support leading up to these big 
events! We look forward to sharing 
all we learn and the good we hope 
to accomplish along the way. Thanks 
always for all you do to support and 
promote our terrific youth group. 
We are endlessly grateful! 

Mark your calendars:

SUMMER 2021

June 13 - 19

Youth Week

                            July 11 

VBS Training

July 12 - 16

Vacation Bible School

July 19 - 24

Camp! Week 6 at Warren Willis

Check out the youth website 
for more information: 

http://www.tumct.org/connect/
community/youth/

Lisa Prasse
Youth Director
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Our Youth are thrilled to be back in The Underground!
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    Trinity Advent Study gives 
back through Sharing the Gifts of 
Christmas.

    Approximately 75 people 
throughout the state of Florida 
joined Wayne and Ramona Wiatt 
during the months of November, 
December and January for the 
Beta Study of “Sharing the Gifts Of 
Christmas”. All proceeds from their 
devotional book were donated to 
Zoe Empowers Ministry which totals 
over $1,000.00 to date.

    The Zoe Empowers Ministry works 
with orphaned and vulnerable 
children helping them become 
socially, economically and spiritually 
strong — transforming entire 
communities in the process.

    “We are grateful we could donate 
the proceeds to Zoe and we look 
forward to working with Abington 
Press in the coming year as we 
prepare for publication. Thank you 
to everyone who participated in the 
study.”

    Wayne has previously served as a 
Board member and interim chair of 
Zoe Empowers and has traveled to 
both Kenya and Rwanda to serve on 
their mission teams. Trinity’s Jayne 
Mittan and Brewser Brown have also 
traveled to Africa to see Zoe Ministry 
first hand. 

    We invite you to Join us for a virtual 
Mission Trip with ZOE Empowers in 
the Spring. Our Virtual ZOE Online 
Mission Trip Dates to Rwanda will be 
May 4th, 5th, & 6th. The Online Trip 
would take place at 9:30am Eastern 
each day, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday. Participants can register 
through our Spring Lay Academy. 

Zoe Empowers Ministry
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    In the beginning, God is heard 
walking, walking in the coolness 
of a garden. I wonder if that was 
our natural state, walking with God 
before the Fall. After retracing Israel’s 
steps successfully in the wilderness, 
Jesus reappears walking by the Sea 
of Galilee. Later, walking by a tax 
collector’s booth. And in an eat-your-
heart-out David Copperfield kind 
of moment, he walks on the Sea of 
Galilee. Whether it’s by the sea or 
upon its waves, Jesus invites Peter to 
walk with him. And between Peter’s 
confession of him as the Christ and 
the Mount of Transfiguration, Jesus 
says, “If any of you wants to be my 
follower, you must give up your own 
way, take up your cross and follow 
me”  (Matt. 16:24 NLT).

     Lent is meant to be intense. 
40 days of anything is a lot. Early 
Christian monks kept the skulls of 
deceased brothers in the faith as 
a reminder of their mortality. As 
followers of Christ today, Lent is our 
reminder that life is short. It always 
begins the same way each Ash 
Wednesday, facing our common 
mortality with ashes, exploring Jesus’ 
challenging call of discipleship, 
gathering at the final Passover Meal, 
witnessing the humiliation and 
horror of the cross, and finally Christ’s 
victory over the power of sin and 
death Easter morning. 

Your Trinity Family invites you on this 
sacred journey:

Wednesday, February 17th
Ash Wednesday Drive-Thru in front 
of the sanctuary 7-8am, 12-1pm, and 
Worship Service 6pm

Sunday, February 21st - March 21st
Lenten Sermon Series: 
“Walk This Way”

April 1st
Maundy Thursday Service 6pm

April 2nd
Good Friday Service Noon

April 4th
Easter Sunrise 6:45am
Easter Worship Services 9:45 & 11am

Lent 2021
Neal Avirett
Associate Pastor
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The preschool will begin enrolling 
students for the 2021-2022 school 
year beginning February 1st. Please 
feel free to share these details with 
family, friends, and neighbors. 
Interested families should call the 
preschool for more information. 
Applications will be available in mid-
January and tours will be scheduled 
on a case by case basis. The direct 
line to the preschool is 850-224-8992. 
(To reach me, use extension 3.)
 

Enrollment dates for the 2021-2022 
school year are as follows.

-  Currently enrolled children may 
enroll February 1-3, 2021

-   Church members may enroll 
February 4, 2021

-   Families who previously  enrolled, 
but delayed due to COVID February 
5, 2021

-  Open enrollment begins February 
8, 2021
 

Enrollment 2021! 
Stacey Duggar
Preschool Director

The Upper Room - Disciplines
    The Corinthian church was a know-
it-all, the sort of kid at school who 
raises a hand for every question, 
corrects other students, and shows a 
bit of disdain for those who aren’t as 
gifted. Paul writes to the Corinthians 
to bring them back to the main 
things: to the gospel instead of 
partisanship, to sacrifice instead of 
infighting, to caring for others in a 
culture where worship of foreign 
gods was part of the infrastructure of 
the region.

     So when Paul writes that 
“knowledge puffs up,” he addresses 
not only the questions of a church 
about food offered to idols but the 
heart issue—that because of their 
arrogance what they know has not 
shaped how they live. 

 

    Though today we may not worship 
idols of stone, we are all too familiar 
with using our knowledge to stay in 
our heads alone. We know the truths 
of the gospel; we know the goodness 
of God and God’s faithfulness to the 
covenant. We know that we are saved 
by grace, but often we live in ways 
that fail to reflect our knowledge 
of these essential facts. Instead our 
lives look as busy, frantic, and self-
sufficient as the surrounding culture.

     The solution for the Corinthian 
church—and for us—is to recall in 
word and deed that “love builds up.” 
Paul shows us that as we come that 
as we come to know God, we also 
realize how deeply we are known by 
God.

    True knowledge proceeds from our 
primary identity as being known and 
loved by God, and such knowledge 
leads to transformation. When we 
know how much we are loved by 
God, all the questions of what we 
know or one-upmanship fall away. It 
is not that morality is unimportant or 
that there aren’t looming questions 
about theology and practice. Rather, 
we learn that these fall into their 
appropriate place when we are in 
proper relationship with God.

    ‘God, I want to know you and be 
known by you. I want to be wrapped 
in your love and have that as my 
primary identity. Help me to put 
aside pride and to love others. Amen.’



    We celebrate the passing of Danny 
E. Morris who began his new journey 
on January 1, 2021, a very good day 
to start anew. Danny was dedicated 
to the service of God as an infant 
by his grandfather, himself a circuit 
riding Methodist minister in North 
Florida. At 17, Danny answered that 
call to ministry. 

    Danny served as a student pastor 
while in seminary on a circuit of three 
churches in North Florida, went on 
to serve as an associate pastor at 
Trinity United Methodist Church in 
Tallahassee, Florida for two years. He 
planted a new congregation at John 
Wesley United Methodist Church 
in Tallahassee, Florida and was 
pastor of Hialeah United Methodist 
Church, a bilingual congregation in 
downtown Hialeah, Florida. In 1965, 
Danny and Sam Teague, a layperson 
in his congregation, developed 
the “Ten Brave Christians” program 
while a pastor at John Wesley United 
Methodist Church in Tallahassee. 
That program continues to affect 
lives to this day. His book about that 
experience, “A Life that Really Matters, 
has been translated and published 
into seven languages and is currently 
in its 5th edition. 

    Danny served for twenty-two 
years as a United Methodist clergy in 
the Florida Conference and in 1973 
joined the staff of the General Board 
of Discipleship in Nashville Tennessee 
as the Director of Small Group 
Ministries. He served in that position 
for three years then moved to the 
staff of The Upper Room Ministries 
where he served for twenty-three 
years. 

  

    He initiated the Upper Room 
Division of Developing Ministries and 
served as Director for sixteen years, 
developing and managing more 
than 40 programs and resources. He 
originated the two-year Academy for 
Spiritual Formation and the Five-
Day Academy, both of which are 
national and international programs 
for spiritual study and formation. 
Some of his other programs of great 
impact are The Healing Ministry, The 
Living Prayer Center and The Walk to 
Emmaus. 

     He met Rosalie Bankhead 
Green while he was in Seminary 
at Candler School of Theology 
at Emory University in Atlanta 
Georgia. They married in 1956 
and Danny is survived by Rosalie 
and three children: Alan (Beth) 
Morris of Murfreesboro, Tennessee; 
David Morris of Ventura, California; 
Diana Haines (Patrick) of Lebanon, 
Tennessee, and nine grandchildren 
Graeme, Kelsey, Tanner Morris, Ross, 
Claire and Carson Haines and Will 
(Anna), Luke and Joe Morris. Sisters in 
law Darris Morris and Gladys Stewart 
and 11 nephews and nieces and 
multiple great nieces and nephews. 
He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Dan DeLeon and Lucy 
Jean Morris of Defuniak Springs 
Florida, and brother, Robert Morris 
of Tallahassee, Florida. Danny has 
written twenty-one books and 
maintained a website on spirituality 
and humor for many years. 

     

     He received the prestigious “Philip 
Award” in 1985, “For Distinguished 
Service in Evangelism” given by 
The National Association of United 
Methodist Evangelists. Nancy Pfaff 
wrote his biography, Light and Fire, 
in 2002. If you ever asked Danny how 
he was doing, his answer would be, 
“Better than average.” That he was, 
that he was. 

In Memory of Danny E. Morris 
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December 11 – January 10

In memory of Buddy Byrd from Jim and Rochelle 
Davis.

In memory of Janie Whitehead from Libby Woodward 
and Payne Midyette.

In memory of Albert Ferkany for Grandma Millie’s 
Dresses from Joe and Betty Miller.

In memory of Dot Bradford from Dalton Allen, Wanda 
Alford, Paula and Bill Smith

In memory of Larry Adkison from UMW Circle One, 
Cynthia Smith

In memory of Claudia Burton from UMW Circle One.

     Please meet our new Youth 
Assistant: Derek Langley! Derek is 
from Jacksonville, FL and moved 
to Tallahassee about a year ago for 
school. He is majoring in Hospitality 
Management with a minor in 
Economics. Derek’s hobbies include 
playing music, spikeball, and video 
games with his friends. Derek served 
as a counselor at Warren Willis for 
2 summers and will be returning 
this summer to be the Worship 
Coordinator. He is so excited to get to 
know everyone at Trinity and serve 
the youth in whatever way he can.

New Youth Assistant: Derek Langley


