
 

Thursday, April 1st – 
Maundy Thursday 

In person and live-streamed 
service at 7pm

Hymns, anthems, scripture readings 
and a sermon by Rev. Bob Gibbs as 
we commemorate the Last Supper. 

Friday, April 2nd – Good Friday

A pre-recorded community service 
will be available online at 12 Noon as 
we remember the grueling pain and 
suffering of Christ’s crucifixion.

Sunday, April 4th – Easter Sunday

7am – Sunrise Service outside on 
the Portico with Pastor Neal Avirett. 
(Please bring a chair)

9:45am – Contemporary in-person 
service with Pastor Avirett. 

11:00am – Traditional in-person 
and live-streamed service with 
brass, bells and choir. Dr. Wiatt will 
offer an inspirational message. (Our 
celebration of Communion will be 
April 11th)

 
    On Easter Sunday,  you’re invited 
to bring fresh flowers from your yard 
or garden to adorn our Easter Cross 
this year. We are continuing the long 
tradition of decorating our exterior 
cross on Easter Sunday morning. 

    The Flower Cross will be placed in 
front of the sanctuary on the portico 
for our Easter Sunrise Service and we 
invite you to bring fresh flowers with 
you as you come to worship for the 
7am Sunrise, 9:45am SUN Service,  or 
11am  Traditional Worship! 

    The azaleas are in spectacular 
bloom this year and spring is 
bursting forth to remind us of the 
beauty and glory of God’s creation 
in our midst! Bring with you to 
worship this Easter Sunday your most 
spectacular blooms and blossoms 
and place them on the outside cross.  
It will be a beautiful backdrop for an 
Easter Picture!

    As far as we can tell, Trinity began 
this Easter tradition sometime during 
Dr. David Hortin’s tenure as our 

pastor. We hope to continue this 
Easter worship centerpiece for 
another 200 years of our history. 

    One of my favorite hymns about 
eternal life and resurrection is called 
the Hymn of Promise, by Natalie 
Sleeth. I’ve listed the text on page 
2 to remind us all of Resurrection 
Power and the gift of eternal life!

Holy Week Schedule

Easter Flower Cross
Wayne D. Wiatt
Lead Pastor
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 In the bulb there is a flower; in the 
seed, an apple tree;
in cocoons, a hidden promise; 
butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter there’s 
a spring that waits to be,
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see.
There’s a song in every silence, 
seeking word and melody;
there’s a dawn in every darkness, 
bringing hope to you and me.

From the past will come the future; 
what it holds a mystery,
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see.
In our end is our beginning, in our 
time, infinity;
in our doubt there is believing; in our 
life, eternity.
In our death, a resurrection; at the 
last a victory,
unrevealed until its season, 
something God alone can see.

Wayne D. Wiatt
Lead Pastor

Reflections on Religion, Race, and Relationships

    Several Sundays ago in worship, I 
shared that we have begun a class 
for an Anti-Racism study for the NW 
District entitled, A Credible Witness by 
Brenda Salter McNeil. Our beta class 
is being taught by the pastor of Good 
Samaritan UMC, Michelle Schrader.  
We have twelve of our Trinity leaders 
involved and we are meeting before 
and after Easter for six weeks to study 
and learn together how Trinity can 
continue to bridge the social divides 
of race, gender, and class.  We will 
open up a new study to the entire 
congregation and our neighbor 
United Methodist Churches in May 
and June.  

    I have been reflecting of late on my 
own journey through integration and 
seeking to live a life that showed no 
prejudice and reflected a love for my 
neighbor in all that I do. 

    I can remember in 1968, when 
the Uniting Conference of the 
Methodist Church held in Dallas 
Texas, merged the Methodist Church 
with the United Brethren Church 
and we made a bold statement for 
integration. The Methodist minister 
in my hometown of Madison, Florida, 
was ostracized by our community 
because of his stand on integration. 

    I can remember that my parents 
were one of the few people in town 
who supported our minister and 
his wife. The minister’s wife taught 
school with my mother, and was 
given the cold shoulder by the 
other teachers and even harassed 
by the students. Their family had a 
brick thrown through their window 
with a note affixed to it that had 
a threatening message. My older 
brother, Steve, dated their daughter 
and he still remembers the event and 
how traumatized the entire family 
was by the events of that year. 

    As a child, I remember watching 
Mrs. Blackwell cry at our kitchen 
counter as she recounted the 
cruelties of the congregation and the 
townspeople toward her family. 

It is the whole truth we seek in the 
living of our faith, not pieces and 
fragments. And while no one will 
ever comprehend the fullness of 
God’s Kingdom in our midst, we 
should aim for the fullness of God’s 
Kingdom in all that we say and do. I 
stated in worship several weeks ago 
that I am proud to be the pastor of a 
church that is seeking to affirm and 
love all people and to lift high the 
Cross of Jesus as we are rooted in 
Holy Scripture. 

    

    We are Moderate, Conservative, 
Evangelical, Liberal, Fundamental, 
Charismatic, Progressive, and 
Centrist. My hope is that we continue 
to live into what it means to be 
the Body of Christ, living under an 
umbrella of God’s grace and mercy 
with room for everyone. I thank God 
that we are not all the same. I thank 
God that we are called by name to 
worship together, “In Spirit and in 
Truth”, and drink the living water of 
God’s grace, and forgiveness, and 
unconditional love for and with each 
other. 

     Like the woman at the well that 
I preached on several weeks ago, I 
believe we are all searching. May we 
continue to THIRST for the truth of 
God’s presence as we worship him. As 
we continue on our journey together 
to the Cross, may we take our stand 
among the faithful and be counted 
for His Kingdom! 
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    Fresh expressions are for new 
people that do go to church, in new 
ways that speak to them, in new 
spaces we never thought a church 
could exist and grow. It’s a weekly 
gathering with the purpose of 
listening, loving and serving, building 
community, exploring discipleship, 
and allowing a church uniquely 
suited to form. If you suddenly heard 
the prologue from the Star Trek 
television series playing in your head, 
you’re on the right track. “Space: the 
final frontier.” These are the voyages 
of the starship Enterprise. Its five-
year mission: to explore strange 
new worlds. To seek out new life 
and new civilizations. To boldly go 
where no United Methodist has ever 
gone before! Cue the weird operatic 
singing!
     
    Graduating from seminary with the 
smell of Tuesday-Thursday Chapel 
still fresh in my cardigan, I served two 
small rural churches here in North 
Florida.  The district superintendent 
at the time said to me, “I don’t expect 
you to effect much change, though 
you might influence a few young 
people here or there.”  One of the first 
things we began to do was start a 
weekly Bible Study.  Two sisters that 
belonged to the church came every 
Wednesday. After a few weeks, we 
grew discouraged that there weren’t 
more people interested in joining 
us.  We began to say to one another, 
“There must be more people who are 
hungry to explore the Christian faith.”  
We realized we needed to leave the 
comfort of our church building in 
order for us to grow.  So where do 
you go in a town of 1,000 people 
with over sixteen churches?

    There were two juvenile detention 
centers in our area, one for boys 
and one for girls.  After a few phone 

calls, we learned that the boys 
detention center had five churches 
making visits, leading chapel, or 
offering bible studies. On the other 
hand, the girls detention center 
was smaller and had never been 
contacted before.  After background 
checks and volunteer training, the 
three of us were allowed to offer a 
weekly group with the purpose of 
exploring the Christian faith and 
offering encouragement and prayer. 
In the beginning, we invested in 
building relationships.  No one was 
required to come our group, and yet 
we welcomed three to five girls each 
week. Their questions were usually 
the same, “Why are you here?  Why 
do you keeping coming back?”  We 
would soon learn that the facility was 
too far for their loved ones to travel 
for visitation on Sundays, they rarely 
received any mail, and sometimes 
their families wouldn’t take their 
phone calls.  It made us feel like we 
were there to make a difference.

     Our goal was to love them with 
God’s love, encourage them where 
they were at, and if possible explore 
conversations of Christian faith.  We 
went each week to build trust and 
relationships.  We never ask their 
crime, but eventually they wanted us 
to know. Jawanda said she was there 
for selling drugs, and though she 
never used drugs, she felt addicted 
to making the kind of money from 
selling them.  Susan was there for 
beating up her parents.  Life at 
this facility was hard to accept.  I 
remember Amanda who broke 
both of her arms from fighting the 
restraints, was so uncontrollably 
angry.  We got to visit her at THM 
before her scheduled surgery to reset 
the spiral fracture from her shoulder 
down. And there was Beth who 
wore a navy blue weighted gown off 

and on again because she was on 
suicide watch.  Over time, she would 
share her story with us, and from 
time to time there would be a smile. 
Her smile was like the sun in that 
windowless place. We celebrated the 
visible change. Our gatherings grew 
from 3-5 to 15-18 each week.

     Girls wearing orange shirts were 
under stricter discipline than others 
for breaking the rules, so we began 
showing up each week wearing 
solid orange shirts too.  It opened 
up conversations about our own 
mistakes and shortcomings in life.  A 
third of the church would eventually 
become weekly pen pals. It was the 
stepping stone to getting their own 
background checks and joining us 
on Thursdays.  It was the church 
that remembered and celebrated 
their birthdays. The church bought 
their first bibles and had their 
name printed on the cover.  It was 
the church that was a consistent 
expression of God’s grace and love.

     At the girls’ request, we eventually 
began a bible study.  Music and 
Holy Communion became a part of 
our time together the first Thursday 
of every month.  We baptized 
and remembered baptisms.  We 
were surprised that the trust and 
relationship we built with the girls 
spilled over to some of the staff. 
Many of the staff appeared burnout, 
and rarely showed much emotion. 
You would’ve thought they were 
prisoners there too. Still, we would 
make bold requests like asking if any 
of the girls could attend our worship 
services on Sunday. On two separate 
unannounced occasions, a couple 
of staff and those on good behavior 
came to our Sunday Worship Service.  
One day they even showed up for our 
annual fish fry in the park.  

Looking Back: A Fresh Expression
Neal Avirett
Associate Pastor
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     They wanted us there on the day 
of their release to taking pictures, 
meet families, sharing hugs and 
mailing addresses.

   I recently reached out to one of 
the sisters to make sure I wasn’t 
embellishing these stories. I haven’t. 
She remembered seeing a single 
scripture verse was painted on the 
wall of the facility from Philippians 
4:8, “Finally, brothers and sisters, 
whatever is true, whatever is noble, 
whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable--if anything is excellent 
or praiseworthy--think about such 
things.” In those seven years at 
JoAnne Bridges, I believe God helped 
make this verse a reality in hearts of 
these teenage girls and revitalized a 
small rural church.

     

 I remember feeling puzzled 
back then about how to capture 
our efforts in charge conference 
paperwork or end of the year 
statistics. These were used to 
measure a church’s effectiveness 
and provide a historical record, but 
it didn’t fit a category. At the time, 
the bishop called what we were 
doing ministry, but said it couldn’t be 
counted on church records because 
the number didn’t fall under the 
categories of professions of faith 
and church membership. Back then 
our reporting as a congregation 
was centered on people in pews, 
money given, and money spent. It 
focused primarily on what happened 
under our roof on any given Sunday. 
Looking back, I see it’s what we call 
today a fresh expression. Today our 
bishop calls on every church in the 

Florida Conference to have at least 
one fresh expression that reaches 
new people, in new ways, and in 
new places.  Today we know a fresh 
expression is not a ministry of a 
church, it is church.

      If this story inspires you, I am 
beginning a small group after Easter 
that will begin to explore ways we 
might begin a fresh expression from 
Trinity. All fresh expressions are not 
the same. The fresh expressions 
we explore here will not resemble 
anything that has come before. Each 
one is unique as the people we love 
and serve. I would love to hear from 
you and partner together (863)558-
0555 or nealavirett@tumct.org 

    The beloved children’s book, 
Corduroy, written by Don Freeman, 
was first published in 1968. Just 
a few years later, in 1973, the 
church opened its doors to the first 
preschoolers here at Trinity. Corduroy 
has held a special spot for the 
preschool ever since it was opened.
 
    Through the years we have 
planned many fun activities, but the 
one that has really stood the test of 
time has been the right of passage 
for kids to take Corduroy home for an 
adventure.
 
    Each Friday, one lucky boy or girl 
from the 4-year-old class (or VPK as 
it is now known) is selected to bring 
Corduroy home for the weekend. 
They are instructed to submit a photo 
and journal about their activities.
 
    Through the years, Corduroy has 
been on more trips than I can count! 
Kennedy Space Center, Disney World, 

Maclay Gardens, Chuck E Cheese, 
St. George Island, Universal, Busch 
Gardens, Capital Bowling, Tom Brown 
Park, Trousdell Gymnastics, AJ Henry 
Park, numerous restaurants (both 
locally and out of town); you name it, 
and I bet Corduroy has been there!
 
    We recently compiled all the 
photos that we could find of 
the children with Corduroy, and 
made a collage to hang in the 
preschool. I wish this was a complete 
representation of all of the children 
who have had this fun experience, 
but I am sure it is not. That is where 
you come in! Please help us spread 
the word to alumni families to 
unearth your old photo albums and 
scrapbooks and send me a copy of 
your child with Corduroy. We would 
love to add you to our wall! Email 
them to sduggar@tumct.org, or 
mail to Stacey Duggar, PO Box 1086, 
Tallahassee, FL 32302

Corduroy’s Many Adventures
Stacey Duggar
Preschool Director

mailto:nealavirett%40tumct.org?subject=
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     Everything in the Underground 
is moving right along and 
we want to thank everyone 
supporting us as we safely and 
slowly re-open our space. We have 
missed each other and these face 
to face gatherings have brought 
endless joy already. I’m more and 
more excited and hopeful for all 
the fun events on the horizon.

     Our confirmands continue to 
grow and work toward becoming 
more and more prepared to 
accept their confirmation vows in 
May, and it’s a terrific process to 
be a part of! They ARE the future 
of our church!!! Our pastors will 
join our class this month as we 
take some of our final steps in that 
direction.

     At the end of March, our Juniors 
and Seniors met for Snowballs at 
Lake Ella and some fun fellowship 
time together. We discussed 
a little bit about upcoming 
graduation plans and summer 
events as well. Mostly though, we 
shared lots of laughs and shave 
ice! 

     We had a high school late night 
and also shared a Spring Break 
Field Day at Tom Brown Park with 
our youth friends from Killearn 
UMC. We are finishing up our 
Lenten studies and excited as we 
prepare for all things Easter!

     We’ll continue to meet virtually 
on Wednesday evenings (for 
Confirmation Class and Youth 
Bible Study) but we are back in 
person for UMYF every Sunday 
evening from 6:30-8:00pm and 
encourage you/your youth to join 
us then. Meantime, we’re working 
toward lots of other fun times 
we’ll share together. We hope you 
can join us for those too! If you’d 
like more information regarding 
either of these or any upcoming 
events, please just email Lisa at 
lprasse@tumct.org

 Save the Dates:

                           April 3 

Easter Egg Hunt (churchwide)-
10:00am  Pisgah UMC

                           April 4 

EASTER! (No UMYF tonight)

May 1

Confirmation Banquet and 
Rehearsal- (tentative)

May 2

Confirmation Sunday

May 23

Graduation Sunday

Check out the youth website 
for more information: 

http://www.tumct.org/connect/
community/youth/

Lisa Prasse
Youth Director
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    In 2018 I had the pleasure of 
visiting Rwanda to see the ZOE 
Empowers ministry in action. 
 I was able to visit with many 
empowerment groups who were 
at various stages of the program.  
It was truly remarkable to witness 
the power of the program, and 
the difference it makes in the 
lives of the poorest of the poor in 
Rwanda.   I subsequently signed up 
Trinity to become the sponsor of an 
empowerment group.  The following 
is an excerpt from the Second Year 
Case Study Report for our group, 
Umurava, which means Bravery.

Head of Household:  Vital, age 18
Dependents: Enock, brother, age 18

    Challenges:  Vital and Enock  are 
twins.  They were born in Tanzania 
and came to Rwanda with their 
father when they were 11 years old.  
Their mother stayed in Tanzania.  
Three years later, their father died 
of malaria and they were alone.  
Life was difficult for them; they 
worked for food, fetching water, 
and collecting grass to feed the 
neighbor’s cows.  They had no house, 
so they rented a room and paid with 
labor.  Life became worse and they 
decided to live as street kids.  They 
dropped out of school to hunt for 
food to survive.  The community 
judged them, and they were accused 
of stealing.  They have not heard from 
their mother since they were 11, but 
they are working hard so they can 
track her down to reunite.

Vital’s Dream:

What makes you happy?:  
To ride a bicycle

What happens in the community that 
you do not like?:  Child abuse

What is your dream for the future?:  
To have a house

What will be your guiding principles 
to achieve your dreams?:  Hard work, 
saving, respecting others.

Family Achievements Because of our 
Partnership

    Income Generation:  Vital never 
had his own money before Zoe.  
He used to labor for food or rent.  
Through Zoe, he received business 
training followed by a grant  in 
September 2018 start a project 
selling chickens.  He continuously 
evaluated his project’s profitability 
and decided to shift and sell goats to 
increase his capital and was able to 
do so with a top-up grant from Zoe.  
With his profits, he bought land to 
start growing cassava as a cash crop.  
He also paid for his brother, Enoch, 
to attend vocational training in hair 
cutting.  Upon completion of his 
training and with Zoe support, Enoch 
received a start-up kit to open his 
own barbershop.  Together, Vital and 
Enock run their three businesses and 
can provide for their basic needs.

    Agricultural Projects and Food 
Security:  Before Zoe, Vital and Enock 
would go two days without eating. 
On days they secured food, it was 
poor quality. They sought food by 
working, begging, or stealing from 
farms.  Zoe provided training on 
food security, nutrition, new farming 
methods, and animal husbandry and 
encouraged them to grow their own 
food.  Zoe supported them with one 
goat, a hoe, vegetable seeds and 
fruit tree seedlings.  Vital and Enock 
bought a piece of land and started 
to grow beans, cassava, vegetables, 
and ground nuts.  They also planted 
a kitchen garden.  They own three 
goats and four hens  They are food 
secure and eat two balanced meals a 

day.  Vital said. “I never thought that 
we could find food on our own.  Now, 
we can find food and provide for out 
other daily needs on our own.  I am 
able to hire three laborers for my 
cassava farming project.”

     Health:  Before Zoe, Vital and 
Enock knew little about health and 
hygiene and were unable to take 
care of themselves properly since 
they were living on the street.  Zoe 
provided training on hygiene, disease 
prevention, reproductive health, 
HIV/AIDS prevention, and drug use 
prevention.  Zoe supported them 
with medical insurance initially.  Vital 
applied the hygiene requirements, 
such as having a clean, roofed, 
and covered toilet, building a dish 
rack, drinking clean and safe water, 
sleeping under mosquito nets and 
on over-floor beds, eating clean food, 
and taking baths daily.  As a result, 
Vital and his brother are healthy, and 
can pay their own health insurance 
to access medical services when 
needed.

    

ZOE Empowers
Jayne Mittan
Gloria Colvin
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Enoch in his barber shop

Vital and Enoch in their cassava field



      Housing:  Zoe supported Vital’s 
family with house construction.  The 
community leaders provided land for 
their house and their empowerment 
group helped collect local building 
materials like bricks and trees.  Vital 
and Enock now live in a clean, safe 
home.

     Child Rights and Community 
Connections:  Before Zoe, Vital 
and his brother were isolated by 
the community who stigmatized 
them because they were street kids.  
Through Zoe, they received training 
on child rights.  Vital was happy to be 
part of a group with other youth from 
similar situations.  The Umuava 
group have become his second 
family.

     

Spiritual Strengthening:  “I 
did not know that God could 
remember us.  But I realized that 
God has never forgotten my 
family.  Instead, God wanted us to 
learn more about His grace and 
kindness.  

     Before COVID-19, I had started 
to attend church regularly and 
I encouraged my fellow group 
mates to attend church services,” 
Vital said.

Vital’s Prayer Requests:  
Reunification with my mother.

      This spring we are excited to bring 
you a special mini Lay Academy 
session! These classes will focus 
on global missions and will be a 
prerequisite for those wanting to 
participate in the virtual mission trip 
with the ZOE team May 4th, 5th, and 
6th.

All classes will be held via Zoom and 
the link will be sent out only to those 
on the sign up.

Class schedule/book info:

Wed, 4/14- Jayne Mittan will 
be discussing “From Relief to 
Empowerment” by Laceye and 
Gaston Warner (everyone will need 
to buy this book and read it for 
discussion)

Link to buy book- https://www.
amazon.com/Relief-Empowerment-
Cultivate-Sustainable-Mission/
dp/0938162586/

Wed, 4/21- Sam Rogers will share 
about his time on mission in Cuba 

Wed, 4/28- A special night with 
Lloyd and Melanie Monroe of 
Soloman’s Porch in Guatemala
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Vital & Enoch

Lay Academy’s Virtual Mission Trip, May 4 - 6

https://www.amazon.com/Relief-Empowerment-Cultivate-Sustainable-Mission/dp/0938162586/
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      Hannah Prasse was approved 
by unanimous vote of the Charge 
Conference on March 23 to apply to 
the District Committee on Ministry to 
become a certified candidate.

Hannah Prasse Approved 

February 11 – March 10

In memory of Alma Jane Whitehead from Sam and 
Mary Margaret Rogers.

In memory of Buddy Byrd from Sam and Mary 
Margaret Rogers.

In memory of David LaJeunesse from Sam and Mary 
Margaret Rogers.

In memory of Theo Proctor, Jr. from Sam and Mary 
Margaret Rogers.

In memory of Bob Yates from Sam and Mary 
Margaret Rogers.


