
Trinity and Race
A BRIEF HISTORY



• The first Methodist Society in Tallahassee formed in 

1824.  Quarterly Conference minutes from 1934 

indicate that 10 people – 6 white and 4 black, 

presumably slaves – were present at the formation 

of the Society, which likely became Trinity Church.

• In the early years, membership grew to include 

many black people as well as white.  This reflects 

the population of Tallahassee at that time, which 

included many enslaved persons.

• The church building constructed in 1840 on the 

corner of Park Ave. and Duval St.  had a gallery 

that ran around 3 sides of the church for the seating 

of slaves.

EARLY DAYS IN TALLAHASSEE



• In 1845 Trinity joined other Southern churches 

in supporting the Plan of Separation from the 

Methodist Episcopal Church over the issue of 

slavery.

• Trinity became part of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, South, a denomination 

that broke away from the Methodist 

Episcopal Church.

• Trinity helped organize St. James Methodist 

Church, in 1845 as a place for slaves to 

worship.

CIVIL WAR ERA



• Within the Florida conference of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, South, separate districts and 

conferences were set up for Black churches.

• Many Blacks left the Southern Methodist Church 

to form their own churches.  Some from St. James 

left to form Tallahassee’s Bethel African Methodist 

Episcopal Church, which was dedicated in 1867.

• During Reconstruction, a school for children of 

freed slaves was established at St. James CME, 

the first local public school for black children.

• In 1868, Trinity signed over the property at the 

corner of Park and Bronough to St. James 

Colored Methodist Episcopal Church.  The  

Southern Methodist Church  held that property 

transfers to CME churches be made with the 

condition that it was not to be used for political 

gatherings or purposes.

RECONSTRUCTION



• In 1939, the Florida conference of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church, South 

rejoined the Methodist Episcopal Church 

to form the Florida Conference of the 

Methodist Church.  

• At the same time, the Methodist Church 

created the Central Jurisdiction for 

African American churches, continuing 

the pattern of segregation that existed 

since the time of the Civil War.  While most 

of the denomination’s six jurisdictions 

were based on geography, the Central 

Jurisdiction was the only one based on 

race.

JIM CROW SEGREGATION



• In 1939, Trinity helped to form Southside 

Church on South Monroe St., which was later 

renamed The Rock.  As neighborhood 

demographics changed and membership 

declined, the church was closed in 1997.  In 

1998 a new church, Ray of Hope, was formed 

in the same building to serve a diverse ethnic 

population.  It’s now New Life United 

Methodist Church.

• Trinity helped to form John Wesley Methodist 

Church in 1960 in order to fill the perceived 

need for a church near Indianhead Acres. 

Some members left Trinity to help establish 

John Wesley due to their frustration with 

Trinity’s lack of action when it came to 

desegregation and with the intent that the 

new church would be more welcoming to 

Blacks.

FORMATION OF NEW 

CHURCHES



• According to oral history, Trinity’s head usher 
threatened to leave the church rather than 
seat black people who might come to the 
worship service.  Rev. Glenn James (pastor 
1953-1962) instructed ushers to seat any 
Blacks who came in the front of the 
sanctuary so that people in the 
congregation wouldn’t turn their heads to 
stare at them.

• In 1968 the Central Jurisdiction was 
abolished with the merger of the Evangelical 
United Brethren and the Methodist Church 
to form the United Methodist Church.  

• During the pastorate of Rev. George Foster 
(1965-1972), the first black children attended 
Sunday School at Trinity.  Beginning in the 
late 1960’s and early 1970’s, several black 
families became members of Trinity.

CIVIL RIGHTS ERA



• The Terrell House, a service center for 

families of incarcerated people, 

operated on Trinity’s property at the 

corner of Call and Duval Streets during 

the 1970’s and 1980’s.

• Women from Trinity volunteered at the 

Raney School, an elementary school for 

Black children located off of Centerville 

Road.

• Trinity supported the FSU Wesley 

Foundation, which actively worked 

towards desegregation, including 

formation of a choir of FSU and FAMU 

students that toured and gave 

concerts.

In the 1980’s, Trinity hired Dr. Myron Munday, 

an accomplished African American musician, 

as organist.  Despite some initial opposition, 

he became a beloved part of Trinity and the 

larger Tallahassee community.



• Through various missions, Trinity and Trinity 

members have worked to provide financial 

and human resource support to bridge racial 

inequities in Tallahassee.  Among them:

• Habitat for Humanity

• ECHO

• Hope Community

• Kearney Center

• Providence Neighborhood

• Allen Outreach (Griffin Heights)

• Tallahassee Boys Choir

• Mentoring in schools

• In 2021, Trinity is taking a lead role in 

the Capital Area Justice Ministry.

ONGOING WORK TO END 

RACIAL INEQUITIES
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