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The Stewardship Issue

Weave Us Together Lord!
by Wayne Wiatt, Lead Pastor

Just outside my front door, this 
little bird shows up like clock-
work every fall and spring. It 
perches on top of this column 

and snuggles in about dusk and is 
usually gone at the first light of day. 
My brother Thomas is a pretty good 
ornithologist and provides nests for 
Purple Martins in the springtime, 
but he’s not quite sure what kind 
of bird nests here “without a nest!” 
He thinks it may be a Carolina Wren 
because these birds are comfort-
able around people and can make 
their home almost anywhere that 
provides a little protection from the 
weather. 

   

Our theme for our Stewardship 
Season this fall is “Woven Together,” 
based on Ephesians 2:22, and our 
theme verse is “And in him you too 
are being built together to become 
a dwelling in which God lives by his 
Spirit.” 

   My question for this little bird ev-
ery fall and spring is “Where do you 
sleep? Where is your nest? Do you 
have a home?” 

   Trinity has become a spiritu-
al home for many of us. It’s hard 
to imagine our lives without “our 
church.” And, if we didn’t have 
a church, where would we land? 
Where would we perch?

    In the midst of difficulty, I’ve 
often wondered how people make it 
through the challenges of life with-
out a church family. More often than 
not, (cont’d on next page)
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     Community
it is the church that steps up to 
make a difference in the lives of 
those around us. I watch time and 
time again that when challenges 
come—the diagnosis of an illness, 
the death of a loved one, the loss of 
employment, the need for friendship 
and support—the church steps up to 
the plate and often hits a home run. 
I hear these comments all the time:
  

• “I don’t know how I would have 
survived this without my church 
family!” 

• “I’m not sure how I could have 
picked up the pieces without my 
Sunday school class or small 
group.”

• “I’m so thankful for my pastor 
who helped me find hope and 
faith in the midst of some very 
difficult times.” 

   As we consider a new season of 
supporting the church, the month 
of November will provide a wonder-
ful time to be “Woven Together” as 
our Trinity family. May we all focus 
on examining our “nests” as we 
determine how we can best build 
a dwelling where God lives by his 
Spirit (Ephesians 2:22).  

Trinity received the following gifts from 
September 11 to October 10:

In memory of Bill and Alice Grow from Allison Grow.

In memory of Kitty Ball from Liz and Joe Patterson 
and Vereen Smith.

In memory of John Olson, Sr. from Carol and Chip 
Morrison.

The preschoolers presented the church staff with wooden pencil holders for their desks. Each classroom 
took on the task of painting, glittering, and bedazzling the gifts as a way to say thanks to the dedicat-
ed and hard-working staff. Three-year-old Collins is shown here presenting the gift to Pastor Neal.

Preschoolers Show Their Appreciation
by Stacey Duggar, Preschool Director



              Community   

Why I Give To Trinity

“Trinity is my church home. I 
grew up here; my children grew 
up here; my friends are here. 
Just like any home, my obli-
gation is to nurture, care, and 
make it a better place for my 
‘church’ family.” –  Dan Drake

“The opportunity to support Trinity financially is a responsibility that brings us joy.”

“Trinity has been the church home of the Smith family 
for five generations. Regardless of change—through 
many pastors, varying needs, and opinions, it remains 
a sanctuary for worship, a place of comfort, and an 
opportunity to grow in our faith. Through all the years 
of our life, we will be there to worship and serve. The 
opportunity to support Trinity financially is a 
responsibility that brings us joy.” – Paula and Bill 
Smith

“Trinity is where Dan and I met and raised our kids, so 
I feel a responsibility to helping it continue the many 
ministries it offers. I’m also proud of the direction 
we’re headed as a church and want to support 
those efforts as a loving community of faith.” – 
Kathy Drake

“Four generations of our family 
have provided financial support 
to Trinity because it is an essen-
tial part of our family strength in 
good and bad times— the glue 
that holds us together. Trini-
ty reminds us of whose we are 
and of our responsibility to our 
neighbors.” – Sam Rogers
“We have been members of Trinity for 15 years. We 
have found Trinity to be God’s place for us to 
open our eyes and hearts to trust and have faith 
in Christ; pray; share our blessings as a part of the 
body of the Church; peacefully worship and sing prais-
es to God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit; meet regularly 
and learn from watching and listening to Christ’s fol-
lowers; and study the relevancy today of God’s Words 
revealed in the Bible, offered by Trinity’s education 
ministry and taught by Dr. Gregg Alexander.” –  Sharon 
and John Harris

“Love is a joyful giver. We give because we have been 
blessed, and we want to share our gifts by support-
ing the mission of Trinity. From joyous, caring church 
members to the stain glass windows— we are moved 
every time we attend a worship service in person or 
other ways. We give with love in our hearts and 
feel the love reflected back.” —Benson and Judy 
Green

“It’s just the right thing to do! We know the money is 
going to do good plus God loves a cheerful giver.” – 
Jimmy Richerson

“We give because “He first loved us.” We love Him 
by giving because He instructed us to “Feed 
my sheep.” As we count our blessings, we know it’s 
impossible to out-give God!” – Michael and Marilyn 
Duclos

As Stewardship Season begins on November 7th and you prayerfully consider your 
financial commitment to Trinity in 2022, we asked members of the Stewardship 
committee to share why they choose to give to Trinity. 
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A Note From Lisa
by Lisa Prasse, Youth Director

As November ushers in the 
holidays, we usher in the 
fun in the Underground! Last 
month was busy and full of 

activity. We had our fourth annual 
acolyte training (that’s proving to 
be a really special and fun way to 
serve during church) as our youth 
carry the Light of Christ out into the 
world. Our Youth Praise Band and 
Youth Choir rehearsals resumed, 
and our Youth Choir sang as our 
confirmands received their Bibles 
during a very special youth/chil-
dren’s service.

   November promises to be just as 
packed with fun! The holidays are in 
full swing. Please be on the look-
out this month for your Christmas 
tree/wreath order forms. You’ll find 
them in your bulletins for a couple 
weeks this month, online here, and/
or feel free to track down a youth or 
Lisa Prasse (lprasse@tumct.org) for 

more information. Christmas trees 
and wreaths will be sold Novem-
ber 1-17 and will be delivered the 
Wednesday night after Thanksgiv-
ing, December 1st, in the gravel lot 
from 5:30-8:00 p.m. We can even 
deliver for an extra fee—it’s all right 
there on the order form. Please 
remember your contributions when 
you purchase a Christmas tree or 
wreath from our youth group help 
make our mission trips possible. So, 
thank you in advance!

   Finally, please come by Trinity on 
Saturday, December 4th, between 5 
and 8:00 p.m. during the Festival of 
Lights for a warm, delicious bowl of 
chili made with love by your Trinity 
Youth. With the purchase of your 
bowl of chili, you get a free parking 
spot as space is available until 5:30 
that day. What a DEAL! All proceeds 
from the Chili Fundraiser will bene-
fit the Youth mission trips in 2021.  

Advanced tickets ($5 each) will be 
on sale in the narthex just before 
the 11:00 service Sunday mornings, 
beginning Sunday, November 7th, 
as well as the day of the event. Do-
nations of chili are GREATLY appre-
ciated and can be dropped off in the 
kitchen starting Sunday, November 
21st.

   Beyond the extra events and 
happenings, please remember we 
have regularly scheduled Sunday 
school at 9:45 a.m. Sundays, Bible 
study on Wednesday nights at 6:30 
p.m., and UMYF every Sunday night 
from 6-8:00 p.m. We’d love to see 
you there. Those regular events 
make the extra events that much 
more fun. So bring a friend and 
come hang out with us in the Under-
ground!

Upcoming Dates

• November 1 We begin taking tree/wreath  orders
• November 28 No Youth programming today—enjoy this Thanksgiving!
• December 1 Christmas Trees and wreaths delivered—all youth hands on deck!
• December 4 Chili Fundraiser 
• December 5 Hanging of the Greens Service at 5 p.m.

Above: Acolytes processing in to 
sanctuary
Left: Youth Sabbath

https://www.tumct.org/christmas-tree-wreath-sale/
mailto:lprasse@tumct.org
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Becoming Fit at Church Exercise 
(BFC) Practices Giving All Year
by Beth Curry, BFC Instructor

Every year the BFC Exercise program weighs in on 
where we are with our stewardship. As we move 
forward to what we hope will be the return to 
in-person classes in 2022, we continue to make 

the following commitment to Giving:

• Prayers – Did you know during our BFC Exercise 
classes, participants may request prayer for them-
selves, loved ones, situations of concern or praise, 
as well as concerns for our nation and world? We 
will continue to lift each person and situation up in 
prayer.   

• Presence – Did you know the participants of the 
BFC Exercise program have faithfully been pres-
ent in classes over 13 years—some since the first 
class on Sept 2, 2008? Today the program offers six 
weekly classes and an outdoor opportunity too. We 
will continue to support the program with our pres-
ence so it will grow as it has over the years.  

• Gifts – Did you know all the BFC Exercise partici-
pants make suggested class donations (usually $3 
per class) when they attend? Since the program 
began in 2008, over $62,000 has been donated by 
participants who have generously given these funds. 
We will continue to make our financial gifts so we 
can help others in need. 

• Service – Did you know the BFC Exercise is led by 
an instructor team made up of individuals who serve 
by volunteering their time to share their passions in 
the areas of nutrition, fitness, and exercise because 
they want to help improve the health and wellness 

of others? The team’s goal is to help make partici-
pants strong so they in turn will be able to go into 
the world to serve. Since 2008, over 3,300 classes 
have been taught by the team. We will continue to 
serve by sharing our passion for health and teach-
ing.  

• Witness – Did you know all the funds donated by 
participants (except a very small portion) are given 
to community service projects locally and globally 
as a witness to God’s love for all people? Most re-
cently the BFC Exercise program donated $5,150 to 
Tallahassee Memorial Hospital and Capital Regional 
Medical Center  to support health care heroes who 
have been caring for COVID patients. We will con-
tinue to witness to God’s children by sending sup-
port where we see need and making a difference in 
the world.  

   
   If you would like 
to be part of the 
BFC Exercise pro-
gram and join us as 
we practice Giving 
all year long, we in-
vite you to visit any 
class, any time. 
See the schedule 
below or email 
BFCSeries@yahoo.
com for more infor-
mation.

November is Stewardship Month, and it’s time to think about Giving.  

• Staying Strong  
Tues/Thurs 9:30 a.m.  
Easy, gentle exercise including flexibility. Seated 
or standing. Beginner or returning to exercise.

• Variety Mix  
Tues/Thurs 11:00 a.m.  
Full body work out using a variety of equipment. 
Intermediate to advanced.  
 

• Flexibility for a Better YOU  
Mon 9:45 a.m./Thurs 12:15 p.m.  
Foam rolling followed by full body stretching. Mat/
floor flexibility. 

• BFO – Becoming Fit Outdoors  
Wed 6:30 p.m.  
Family and pet (on a leash) friendly walking/
hiking at your own pace. Outdoors on a different 
Tallahassee Trail each week.  

BFC Class Schedule (via ZOOM)

Capital Area Regional Medical Center 
workers with meals gifted by BFC 
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Advent is the Focus of New 
Lay Academy Classes
by Gloria Colvin, Chair of Lay Academy 

Beginning on November 10, Lay Academy is offering two new classes on Advent in addition to two ongoing 
classes, Becoming Fit Outdoors and Parenting Village. All of the classes, with the exception of Becoming Fit 
Outdoors, will be held on Zoom.

At 4:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, Rev. Barbara Hynes will lead a four-week study, “Preparing for Christmas with 
St Francis.” In this study participants will explore through the lens of the life of St Francis and participants’ per-
sonal sharing the beginnings and variety of Advent traditions that through the ages have provided a pathway for 
people looking for signs of God’s love. 

A variety of speakers will help us prepare for Advent with presentations on the “Sights, Sounds, and Symbols 
of Advent.” This class will be at 6:30 p.m., and topics include the music of Advent; the meaning of the Chris-
mons, which will decorate the Christmas tree in the sanctuary; and the tradition of lighting Advent wreaths.
 
In Becoming Fit Outdoors, Jaqui Griffith will continue to lead hikes on local trails on Wednesday evenings. At 
9:00 p.m., once the children are in bed, Parenting Village offers parents a time to come together for fellowship 
and support. Sign up for the Lay Academy classes through Sign Up Genius. 

Cookies with Santa Returns!
by Stacey Duggar, Preschool Director

     Save the date! On Saturday, December 
4, 2021, Cookies with Santa returns to 
Trinity. This program was put on pause last 
year due to COVID but returns in conjunc-
tion with the city of Tallahassee’s Festival 
of Lights. Our Trinity Youth will host their 
annual Chili Dinner fundraiser at the same 
time; you don’t want to miss this!

   We are excited about this outreach 
event; in 2019, we welcomed over 400 
people to Trinity and made some wonderful 
connections.  

   We are still working out the details, but we know that we cannot 
put on a program like this without plenty of volunteers. If you would 
like to volunteer (greeting, assisting with a game, serving cookies, 
etc.), please email me at sduggar@tumct.org. We also need cookies…
PLENTY of cookies! Be sure to check the bulletin as we get closer to 
December with information on how to get cookie donations to us.

The next Lay Academy will be 4 sessions: Nov. 10, Nov. 17, Dec. 1, and Dec. 8.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E45A4AF2DA0FE3-layacademy1
mailto:sduggar@tumct.org
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On Saturday morning, October 16th, 32 people gathered 
to talk about spirituals and African American composers. 
Teaching guests were Dr. Wayne Barr, from Tuskegee Uni-
versity, and Dr. Mark Butler from FAMU. Teaching, educa-

tion, singing, and open hearts combined to make this a meaningful 
experience for the three generations of students who attended. 

Above: Dr. Mark Butler teaching 
at the African American compos-
ers forum.
Right: Participants at the forum.

   A HUGE THANK YOU from Trinity UMW  to everyone 
who helped with our annual pecan sale! Whether you or-
dered pecans, contacted others about the sale, bagged, 
distributed, or offered positive support for this annual 
project, we are truly grateful! The pecans are expected 
to arrive the first week of November, and orders will then 
be readied for distribution. 

   When this is completed, notification will be made through church communications, and orders can be picked 
up Sundays in the Welcome Center. Alternate arrangements for pickup can be made if necessary. Contact Becky 
Lachance, president, 850-443-0555. All unsold pecans will be available to buy in the Welcome Center with cash 
or check.
   
   Unfortunately, Trinity UMW will not be holding regular monthly unit meetings for the remainder of this year. 
A spring tea is planned in 2022! We look forward to welcoming returning members and all Trinity women and 
friends to this special event!

Trinity United Methodist 
Women News
by Nancy Bedford, UMW Communications Officer

African American Composers Forum 
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Giving Thanks: Developing 
an Attitude of Gratitude
by Gloria Colvin, Church Librarian

As we approach Thanksgiving and the holiday season, it’s the time we traditionally pause to give thanks 
and express our gratitude for so much in life. Cultivating an attitude of gratitude, though, is something 
that can enrich our lives throughout the year. Be inspired by these books in the McKenzie Library.

•  Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving Thanks by Diana Butler Bass  241.4 
Bas   

• Uncommon Gratitude: Alleluia for All That Is by Joan Chittister  241.4 Chi   
• Help, Thanks, Wow:  The Three Essential Prayers by Anne Lamott  242.4 Lam   
• Table Prayers: New Prayers, Old favorites, Songs & Responses by Mildred Tengbom  

242.8 Ten   

   In addition to these books, the children’s collection has 
several books about the Thanksgiving holiday and giving 
thanks.

• The Thanksgiving Story by Alice Dalgliesh  J 394 Dal   
• Saying Grace: A Prayer of Thanksgiving by Virginia Kroll  J 
Kro   
• Giving Thanks: A Native American Good Morning Message 
by Chief Jake Swamp  J 299.7 Swa   
• Thanksgiving Book by Dotti Hannum  J 394.2 Han   
• Thank You for This Food: Action Prayers, Blessings and Songs for Mealtime by Deb-
bie Trafton O’Neal  J 242.8 One  

 The library is open on Sunday mornings, and staff can provide access to it during the week. To check out 
a book, write your name and the date when you check it out on the card in the back of the book and place 
the card in the check-out file to the right of the reference section.



                               Worship

Welcome New Music Intern, Scarlett Reese!

ADVENT 2021

November 28: First week of Advent

Sunday 11/28  First Sunday of Advent with special music by Heavenly Chimes
Wednesday 12/1 Christmas Tree & Wreath Pick-up Day at the gravel parking lot, 5:30 - 8 p.m.
Saturday 12/4 Cookies With Santa on the front steps
Saturday 12/4 Youth Chili Fundraiser, 5 - 8 p.m.

December 5: Second week of Advent

Sunday 12/5 Second Sunday of Advent with communion and special music by Jubilation Bells
Sunday 12/5 Hanging of the Greens Service in the sanctuary, 5 p.m.
Friday, 12/ 10 - 11  Holiday Lock-In for 4th through 8th grade

December 12: Third week of Advent

Sunday 12/12  The Florida premiere of MAGNIFICAT in the sanctuary at 11 a.m. service 
Wednesday 12/15  NETkids Caroling, 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday 12/15 Service of Hope and Remembrance, 6:30 p.m.

December 19: Fourth week of Advent

Sunday 12/19 Fourth Sunday of Advent with special music by Trinity Ringers and Steel Pans
Friday 12/24 Vespers Service in the chapel at 4 p.m.
Friday 12/24 Family Service at 5:30 p.m.
Friday 12/24 Lessons and Carols at 8 p.m.
Friday 12/24 Candlelight Service at 11 p.m.
Saturday, 12/25 Merry Christmas!
Sunday 12/26 11 a.m. service only; no Sunday school scheduled

We have many special services and events planned for this Christmas season at Trinity! We hope you will join 
us as we prepare our hearts together and celebrate the joy of the season. 

   In this study led by Rev. Barbara Hynes, participants 
will explore through the lens of the life of St. Francis 
and participants’ personal sharing the beginnings and 
variety of Advent traditions that through the ages have 
provided a pathway for people looking for signs of 
God’s love. 

Preparing For Christmas with St. Francis

EVENT CALENDAR

ADVENT CLASSES WITH LAY ACADEMY

   A variety of speakers will help us prepare for Advent 
with presentations on the music of Advent; the mean-
ing of the Chrismons, which will decorate the Christ-
mas tree in the sanctuary; and the tradition of lighting 
Advent wreaths.

Sights, Sounds & Symbols of Advent

Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m. on Zoom | Nov. 10 - Dec. 1 
(not meeting Nov. 24)

Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m. on Zoom | Nov. 10 - Dec. 1 
(not meeting Nov. 24)
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Hanging of the Greens Service
Sunday, December 5th, at 5 p.m.
by Amy Leach, Programs Assistant

Hanging of the Greens is back in person this year, and it’s already right around the corner! If you are look-
ing for a music-filled way to kick off your Advent season, then make sure to join us for this service. This 
will be a wonderful chance to see our children, youth, and adult choirs join together to celebrate the sea-
son with music, readings, and decorations. Unfortunately, we will not be doing our usual potluck dinner 

following the service (here’s hoping for a comeback in 2022).

   This is a great service to share with family, friends, and neighbors, so invite someone to join you, and help us     
kick off this Advent season. 



                                 Service

Volunteer Opportunities
   With all of the Christmas events coming up, we have many opportunities to help out! If you would like to 
donate chili to the Youth Fundraiser on December 4th, please contact lprasse@tumct.org. If you would like 
to donate cookies to Cookies with Santa or volunteer as a games assistant, please contact sduggar@
tumct.org 

                               Worship

The early service will move to the sanctuary beginning on 
Sunday, November 21. 

Early Service Moves to Sanctuary

Mark your calendars for a special mu-
sical evening in Trinity’s sanctuary. Vik-
tor and Yuliia Billa will be giving a vo-
cal and organ recital, featuring works 
by J.S. Bach, W.A. Mozart, C. Franck, 
L. Vierne, M. Ravel, & K. Slavicky. 

The recital will be on Friday, November 
19, at 7 p.m.

Tidings 11
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Worship Services

Early Service: 8:30 a.m. in the chapel (moving to sanctuary on 11/21)
SUN Service (contemporary worship): 9:45 a.m. in Moor Hall

Traditional Service: 11 a.m. in the sanctuary

SUN Service and 11 a.m. Service are live streamed 
Please visit www.tumct.org for viewing links

Pastoral Staff

Rev. Dr. Wayne D. Wiatt, Lead Pastor
Rev. Neal Avirett, Associate Pastor
Dr. Nick Quinton, Director of Discipleship and Adult Ministries
Rev. Wayne Curry, Minister of Pastoral Care

Ministry Staff

Laurie Atteberry, Business Administrator
Ben Armstead, Sexton
Viktor Billa, Organist
Lisa Boyd, Programs Assistant
Julianne Clayton, Office Administrator
Allison Corrigan, Director of Children’s Ministries
Gabriela Denton, Communications Coordinator
Stacey Duggar, Preschool Director
Brett Ingram, Facility Director

Mike Kasper, Live Stream Coordinator
Patti Groh, Sexton
Amy Leach, Programs Assistant
Charlotte Mathews, Sexton
Trina Murphy, Office Assistant
Hannah Prasse, Contemporary Worship Leader
Lisa Prasse, Youth Director
Chris Titko, Director of Music

Let’s stay in touch!
• Sign up for our News & Notes weekly email newsletter on our website www.tumct.org 
• Like us on Facebook @TrinityUMCTallahassee 
• Follow us on Instagram @umctrinity 
• Listen on Spotify Trinity United Methodist Church Tallahassee

Tidings Team
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