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The Advent Issue

The Hymns of Advent
The word Advent comes from the Latin adventus, mean-
ing “coming” or “arrival.” It is a season filled with 
expectation, hope, and waiting.
by Rev. Dr. Wayne Wiatt, Lead Pastor

I recently taught one of our Lay Academy classes on the music of Ad-
vent. I had fun “remembering” my research on Advent during college 
and seminary, and how much I love the music of the Advent and 
Christmas season. I was asked to talk specifically about Advent and its 

history, as well as some of the favorite music of this liturgical season.

   I enjoyed going through the United Methodist Hymnal and picking out 
some of my favorite Advent hymns. I discovered that the music of Ad-
vent is often glossed over for the more familiar Christmas carols we enjoy 
singing this time of year. While Advent is traditionally a time of preparation 
and waiting, the truth is, we are not very patient with delayed gratifica-
tion. We want to get to the “good stuff!” 

   The Advent season starts on the fourth Sunday before Christmas: This 
year the first Sunday of Advent was November 28. Advent ends on Christ-
mas Eve and marks the lead-up to Christmas. Christmas Day, December 
25, begins the 12 Days of Christmas and ends on January 6—or Epipha-
ny—the celebration of the Magi, the coming of the three kings to visit the 
Baby Jesus! (continued on next page)
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     Community
  The Hymns of Advent, cont’d 
from front page 
   The tradition of celebrating Advent 
is believed to have been started 
by Bishop Perpetuus, the bishop 
of Tours in France, in the fifth cen-
tury. He brought the people back 
to church. In order to enter into a 
more disciplined life, he directed 
people to fast three times a week. 
The time of fasting would last from 
St. Martin’s Day, November 11, 
through Christmas Eve, December 
24. St. Martin celebrated modesty 
and altruism—both saintly qualities. 
Much like during the Lenten sea-
son, the bishop of Tours encouraged 
abstinence and prayer throughout 
the Advent season, which must have 
been difficult during the holidays 
filled with special meals and des-
serts.

   The word Advent comes from the 
Latin adventus, meaning “coming” 
or “arrival.” It is a season filled with 
expectation, hope, and waiting. 

   Often the hymns of Advent are 
written in a minor key, somewhat 
slower in tempo, and can some-
times convey a sad or depressing 
mood. Many of these hymns had 
their origins in monasteries, where 
the monks would compose and sing 
ancient melodies that often taught 
people about the story of Christ’s 
Coming. A favorite Advent hymn for 
many, is “O Come, O Come, Em-
manuel.” 
  
   The question of what songs we 
are singing during Advent comes up 

every year, and most congregations 
have partisans on both sides. 

   On one extreme, only Advent 
hymns, songs, and anthems are 
included prior to Christmas Eve; all 
the traditional and beloved carols 
are saved until Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day, and the two Sun-
days following Christmas (Christ-
mastide leading into Epiphany). 

   On the other extreme, the First 
Sunday of Advent brings with it the 
Hanging of the Greens, poinsettias, 
the first appearance of the crèche 
or manger in the sanctuary, and the 
Procession with the Holy Family to 
the Christmas hymn, “O Come, All 
Ye Faithful.” 

   Many congregations are some-
where in the middle, being faithful 
to Advent themes and music early in 
the season, while gradually intro-
ducing a few Christmas hymns as 
Christmas approaches, often saving 
“Silent Night” and “Away in a Man-
ger” for Christmas Eve. 

   I challenge you to look through 
the United Methodist Hymnal during 
this Advent season and see if you 
can sing through the Advent or 
Promised Coming hymns (Pages 
196–216). If you can’t sing, then at 
least hum through the texts. It is 
an excellent refresher course on the 
deep theology that runs throughout 
our hymnody. Paul Wesley Chilcote, 
friend, author, and resident theolo-
gian at Cambridge University this 
year, has unearthed the term lyrical 

theology in his new book, Sing-
ing the Faith: Soundings of Lyrical 
Theology in the Methodist Tradition. 
This emphasis rekindles our roots 
in Methodism of singing our faith 
through our hymnody.
  
   Here are some of my favorite 
Advent hymns in our United Meth-
odist Hymnal: “Come, Thou Long 
Expected Jesus,” #196; “People, 
Look East,” #202; “Hail to the Lord’s 
Anointed,” #203; “Emmanuel, 
Emmanuel,” #204; “I Want to Walk 
as a Child of the Light,” #206; “O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” #211; 
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty 
Gates,” #213; and “Lo, How a Rose 
E’er Blooming,” #216. 

   As we begin this Advent season 
together, may our prayer together 
be: 

 Merciful God, you sent your 
messengers the prophets to 
preach repentance and prepare 
the way for our salvation. Give 
us grace to heed their warnings 
and forsake our sins, that we 
may celebrate aright the com-
memoration of the nativity, and 
may await with joy the com-
ing in glory of Jesus Christ our 
Redeemer; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spir-
it, One God, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

- “Collect for Advent,” Book of Com-
mon Prayer

Trinity received the following gifts from 
October 11 to November 10:

In memory of Carrol Dadisman from John and Jane 
Aurell.

In memory of Kitty Ball from Patricia and Harold Thax-
ton and Judy Parker.

In memory of John Olson, Sr. from Judy Parker.

In honor of Wayne Wiatt and Neal Avirett from Earline 
Adkison.



              Community   

Preschoolers on a Mission!
by Stacey Duggar, Preschool Director

The Preschool spent the month of November 
collecting food items and assembling snack 
packs for the HEO (Helping Each Other) Ministry 
to distribute. Here, Isaac Smith and his mother 

Kelly Smith brought in some crackers to donate. We 
were delighted to collect and assemble over 150 snack 
packs this year! It’s never too early to encourage the 
littlest of God’s children to love their neighbors and to 
provide them with tangible ways to show their care for 
others.

Check out the UMW bulletin 
board in the Welcome Cen-
ter. This month features our 
award certificate from UMW 

NW District. Thanks to the generos-
ity of the Trinity UMW members, our 
unit has received 5 star certification 
for achieving the UMW Five Chan-
nels of Giving in 2020!

   On November 2nd, Dr. Nick Quin-
ton, director of Discipleship & Adult 
Ministries, met with the executive 
board to share information on the 
Capital Area Justice Ministry. The 
board voted to include this as one of 
our local missions and to support a 
Trinity UMW representative. Presi-
dent Becky Lachance attended the 
CAJM November Assembly.

   UMW monthly luncheon meetings 
continue to be suspended due to the 

pandemic. However, Pastor Wayne 
and Ramona have graciously invited 
us to hold a UMW Reception at their 
lake home this coming March! UMW 
members and all the women of 
Trinity will be invited. We are thank-
ful for the offer and look forward to 
providing more information on this 
special event as plans proceed.

   Even though monthly unit meet-
ings are curtailed, UMW Circles 
continue their missions. This month 
Mary Martha Circle is highlighted. 
The circle meets at the home of 
President Julie Pararo on the second 
Monday of the month (September, 
October, and January through May) 
for one hour from 6-7 p.m. In No-
vember the circle funds a Thanks-
giving dinner for a family. During 
December, individual circle members 
purchase and deliver poinsettias to 

those who are shut in during the 
holidays. Some months the meet-
ing will feature a book discussion. 
In October, members selected and 
discussed the book Winning the 
War in Your Mind by Craig Groeshel. 
Mary Martha members enjoy invit-
ing Trinity staff and congregation 
leaders to the circle in order to get 
to know them better and to learn 
about their responsibilities and 
background in an informal setting. 
If you would like additional infor-
mation on the circle or would like 
to attend a meeting, please contact 
Julie at 850-599-5959. 

   The next meeting of the UMW Ex-
ecutive Board will be on December 
7th in the church library at 10 a.m.  
All UMW members are welcome to 
join us and share their ideas.  
 

Trinity United Methodist Women News
by Nancy Bedford, UMW Communications Officer
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Trinity Kids in December!

By Allison Corrigan, Director of Children’s Ministries

The Christmas season is here, and we have so many wonderful 
activities planned for our children. Mark your calendars because 
this is shaping to be one busy month!

Sunday, November 28—Advent begins. Family Advent devotionals and activity 
books will be available on the table in the Children’s hallway. Be sure to stop by 
and pick them up to help prepare your hearts for the coming of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ!

Saturday, December 4—Trinity Kids is partnering with the Trinity Preschool 
for Cookies with Santa during Tallahassee’s Winter Festival. Come sit on 
Santa’s lap on Trinity’s front steps between 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. Take a picture 
and tell Santa what you wish for this Christmas. Enjoy some cookies and 
Trinity members and others, please consider supporting our Youth program by 
purchasing some homemade chili for the family !

Sunday, December 5—Hanging of the Greens Service at 5 p.m. in our 
sanctuary. The Cherub Choir and NETkids choirs will be singing, and children and 
youth will help decorate the sanctuary for the Christmas season. This is a beautiful 
service you won’t want to miss!

Friday, December 10-Saturday, December 11—Christmas Lock-
In at the church, 7 p.m.-8 a.m. This event is for children/youth 

in 4th-8th Grade. Come spend a night at the church, filled with games, crafts, 
goodies, competitions, movies, and more. The lock-in is $10/child, or $25/family 
(3 or more children).Please pre-register on Trinity’s Website. 

Wednesday, December 15—NETkids Christmas Caroling at Red Hills 
Village, 4:15. We are so excited that our children are going to be able to 
serve the community and bring some Christmas cheer by sharing their sweet 
voices and smiles.

Sunday, December 19—Sunday School PJ Party. Wear your favorite 
Christmas PJs to church and come celebrate with us during Sunday school 
(9:45-10:45). We will combine all of our preschool and elementary children in 
Room 205 for popcorn and a Christmas movie. Come join the fun!

Saturday, December 24—Family Christmas Eve Service, 
5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. This is a fun and engaging Christmas service for all 
ages! Come see our live nativity and rejoice as our children and youth tell the 
story of Jesus’s birth. We will have LIVE animals in the courtyard after the 
service from 6:30-8 p.m., so please make sure to stop by and visit them!

https://www.tumct.org/lockin/
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A Note from Lisa
by Lisa Prasse, Youth Director

November has flown by! We had a great time 
selling our Christmas trees and wreaths, pack-
ing snack packs for those less fortunate, and 
discussing the many reasons we have to be 

grateful all last month. This month we’ll kick off the 
festivities with our annual Christmas Tree/Wreath dis-
tribution in the gravel lot on Wednesday, December 1st, 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. If you ordered a tree or a 
wreath, we’ll look forward to seeing you then!
 
   Cold weather, decorations, holiday festivities, and a 
bowl of homemade chili are what I‘m thinking about 
right now! Every year our youth families bring in home-
made chili so we can sell it during our annual Chili 
Fundraiser on our church’s very own front steps during 
the Festival of Lights. We missed out on this fun last 
year, so we’re even MORE excited about it than usu-
al! We will be out there Saturday, December 4th, from 
5-8 p.m., selling lots of wonderful chili, cornbread, and 

sweets, along with sodas and hot cocoa. Tickets will be 
on sale ahead of time on Sundays and Wednesdays, 
so don’t miss out! If you don’t get your ticket ahead 
of time, you can also just stop by that night and buy a 
bowl of chili from us right in front of our church. This 
great event is one of our fundraisers to help our youth 
fund their upcoming mission trips with the Appalachian 
Service Project this summer. Come out to support all 
our youth on December 4th!  

  We’re also delighted that we’ll be able to share our 
Hanging of the Greens service together again this 
year—in person—on Sunday, December 5th. Please join 
us as we decorate our beautiful sanctuary and usher in 
the real reason for the season.
We are so grateful for our church family and look for-
ward to serving and celebrating with you this month. 
We hope to see you soon!

December 1: Christmas Trees/Wreaths distributed 
December 4: Chili Fundraiser/ The Winter Festival downtown 
December 5: Hanging of the Greens, 5:00 p.m.
December 24: Youth Choir sings at 5:30 p.m. service

December Events

Advent Bible Studies & Classes
Preparing for Christmas with St. Francis | Wednesdays @ 4 p.m. on Zoom | Dec. 1 and Dec. 8
In this study led by Rev. Barbara Hynes, participants will explore through the lens of the life of St. Francis and 
participants’ personal sharing the beginnings and variety of Advent traditions that through the ages have provid-
ed a pathway for people looking for signs of God’s love. 

Sights, Sounds & Symbols of Advent | Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m. on Zoom | Dec. 1 and Dec. 8
A variety of speakers will help us prepare for Advent with presentations on the music of Advent; the meaning 
of the Chrismons, which will decorate the Christmas tree in the sanctuary; and the tradition of lighting Advent 
wreaths.

Almost Christmas | Redeye Coffee at Midtown, Mondays at 9 a.m. (outdoor tables) Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20 | 
Moor Hall at Trinity UMC | Wednesdays at 4:30-5:30 p.m. (masks required) Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 | Zoom, Thurs-
days at 12 pm. Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23 | This study will take you from almost to altogether while exploring the Advent 
themes of love, joy, peace, and hope through a Wesleyan perspective. Led by Rev. Neal Avirett and Rev. Wayne 
Wiatt. You can order the book, Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience, here. 

Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph | The Wiatts’ Home on Lake Talquin. Wednesday, Dec. 1 and 
15, 6-8 p.m.| Wayne and Ramona Wiatt will lead an Advent Study on Adam Hamilton’s book Faithful: Christmas 
Through the Eyes of Joseph. This will be a home gathering and those attending will need to be vaccinated.

To register for our Advent programs, please visit our website: tumct.org/advent-2021-at-trinity/
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Books for Advent and Christmas

The celebrations of Advent and Christmas have inspired many artists, poets, and authors to create works 
that enrich our experience of this joyous season. In the McKenzie Library and the Carolyn Hart Children’s 
Library, you’ll find many books that recount the stories of the birth of Jesus in prose, poetry, and art. 
Others reflect on the meaning of the season, and some offer ideas for experiencing a meaningful holiday 

season. The following is a small sample of the variety of Advent and Christmas books in the libraries for you to 
check out and enjoy.  

Family
Christmas is Coming! But Waiting Is Hard!: Family Activities and Devotions for Advent by Karen 
Whiting  242.33 Whi
Unwrapping the Greatest Gift: A Family Celebration of Christmas by Ann Voskamp  249 Vos
A Family Christmas by Caroline Kennedy  808.8 Ken

Children
The First Christmas by Peg Augustine  J Aug

Have You Seen Christmas? By Vicki Howie  J How
The Savior Is Born by Brian Gleeson  232.9 Gle

Three Wise Women of Christmas by Dandi Daley Mackall J Mac
Three Christmas Journeys by Ro Willoughby  J Wil

Unpacking the Christmas Creche by Lisa Flinn and Barbara Younger  J Fli

Devotions & Meditations
Celebrating Abundance: Devotions for Advent by Walter Brueggemann  242.332 Bru
Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus: Advent and Christmas with Charles Wesley by Paul Chilcote  
242.33 Chi
Preparing for Christmas: Daily Meditations for Advent by Richard Rohr  242.33 Roh
Why This Jubilee? Advent Reflections on Songs of the Season by James C. Howell   
242.332 How

Exploring the History & Meaning
Light of the World: a Beginner’s Guide to Advent by Amy-Jill Levine  232.92 Lev

Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of Christmas by Adam Hamilton  232.1 Ham
Faithful: Christmas Through the Eyes of Joseph by Adam Hamilton  232.932 Ham

Christmas Traditions, Stories, and Songs
Unplug the Christmas Machine: A Complete Guide to Putting Love 
& Joy Back Into the Season by Jo Robinson  394.2 Rob
Hundred Dollar Holiday: The Case for a More Joyful Christmas by Bill McKibben  
394.26630973 McK
Stories Behind the Great Traditions of Christmas by Ace Collins  394.2663 Col

by Gloria Colvin, Church Librarian

     Faith



                    Faith

About 16 months ago, I came 
across the ministry of Danielle 
Coke one evening while scrolling 
through my social media feed. 

We were in the midst of the social and 
political upheaval of summer 2020, and 
the backdrop of George Floyd’s death 
had many of us questioning our society 
and our responsibility for its realities. The 
image in her Instagram feed was simple 
and powerful: a beautifully illustrated 
quote that read, “It Doesn’t Have to Hap-
pen to You for It to Matter to You.”

   None of the horrific events of the past few weeks had 
happened to me—or even to anyone I remotely knew. I 
am not poor, undereducated, sick, or homeless. Also, I 
am not brown-skinned. But Coke’s post hit me squarely 
in the center of my chest because, as a Christian, I am 
called to follow in Jesus’s example in every single way 
that I can.

   Most of what Jesus cared about had never happened 
to him. He wasn’t a sinner of any kind, yet he loved and 
cared for sinners. He wasn’t hungry, but he seemed to 
always be feeding people. He wasn’t sick, but he had a 
heart for the ill. He wasn’t downtrodden, but he advo-
cated for those who were.

   I believe that by example alone, Jesus calls us to care 
about humanity and those people around us who are 
suffering, no matter if it is happening to us personally. 

   In the spring of this year, Dr. Nick Quinton asked me 
to be a part of Trinity’s Justice Ministry Team and the 
larger Capital Area Justice Ministry, led  by our own 
(and very wonderful) Leah Wiley. It seemed God was 
still having that conversation with me that began with 

Danielle Coke’s artwork—to care about what’s happen-
ing around me even if it isn’t happening to me. 

   This burgeoning ministry is exciting in ways that I’ve 
never experienced. It’s the nexus of faith, social ad-
vocacy, and some really good people from across the 
Tallahassee area. I’ve learned so much about what 
perseverance of faith means to others, how other de-
nominations and religious traditions worship, and I’ve 
truly heard what matters—and happens—to others right 
down the street from me. 

   We’ve listened to those in the midst of adversity in 
our community, and we pledged to help solve those 
problems using our prayer, voice, and influence. I think 
Jesus is proud of us because we are following in his 
example, which is ultimately the act of obedience and 
faith that he demonstrated. Jesus never said it has to 
happen to you for it to matter to you. But he did show 
us that we should follow his example.  

   To find out how you can become part of Capital Area 
Justice Ministry, please write to Dr. Nick Quinton at 
nickquinton@tumct.org. 

Why Should It Matter to You? 

by Tisha Keller, Trinity CAJM Team 
Member

I’ve learned so much about what perseverance of faith means to others, how 
other denominations and religious traditions worship, and I’ve truly heard what 
matters—and happens—to others right down the street from me. 
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     Faith

My grandmother was one of the most 
creative and crafty people I know. 
When she was growing up, the 
Christmas season was her time to 

shine. She made intricate ornaments, designed 
and sewed detailed Christmas tree skirts, and 
baked dozens and dozens of tasty treats. Her 
gift-wrapping skills were always impeccable, and 
people from all over her neighborhood would 
come by just to see her extravagant gingerbread 
house, interior lighting and all. 

   Over the years, I was given the opportunity to 
learn a lot from her. She taught me how to make 
her famous homemade caramels (a holiday 
favorite among the Trinity staff!), and she even 
spent four weekends worth of time helping me 
bake and put together my very own extravagant 
gingerbread house.  When learning these things 
and observing my grandmother, it didn’t take me 
long to realize how important details are. 

   Every time I walked into my grandparents’  house around Christmastime, I was reminded of the details. I was reminded of the time 
and energy and skill and patience that my grandmother had as she put everything together. I know how thoughtful she was, and 
how much she cared. And as I think about those details, I am reminded of and thankful for the fact that our God encompasses what 
it means to be detail-oriented. 

   Psalm 139 talks a lot about the details. I invite you to take a moment to read it. One of the many things it says is that God “knit” us 
together, which most definitely takes time and skill. Psalm 139 shows us that God didn’t just throw a bunch of random stuff togeth-
er to create us. God spent time and put thought into forming each one of us. We are not random, and the details of our lives don’t 
go unnoticed. As God continues to work in my life, it is important for me to remember that the details often take time. 

   During the season of Advent, we observe and remember the centuries-long wait of God’s people as they anticipated the coming  
of the Messiah. As hard as it can be to wait on the Lord in our lives today, remembering that God is thoughtful and caring and very 
much in the details helps me to trust and wait faithfully. 

   Sometimes the details of my life are lovely and well-put-together. Other times, the details are messy and tedious. No matter what 
my life might look like at any given moment, I know that God is at work. And I know that God is with me. The details are in God’s 
hands, and God is always putting something wonderful together. May we rest in that truth this Advent season. 

Working in the Details
by Julianne Clayton, Office Administrator

Sometimes the details of my life are lovely and well-put-together. Other times, the details 
are messy and tedious. No matter what my life might look like at any given moment, I know 
that God is at work. 



                               Worship

How is your soul this Christmas season? When 
rubber meets the road, and things get tough, 
where do you go? When you have to dig deep, 
what are you finding? Well, Mary, the mother 

of Jesus, dug very deep when she said:

My soul doth magnify the Lord,
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: 
for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call 
me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; 
and holy is his name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation 
to generation.
        
 Luke 1: 45-49 KJV

  Faith. Before all of the challenges, gossip about 
her being pregnant when unmarried, and her fiancé 
questioning her, Mary had faith. Do we have enough 
faith for God to trust us with doing something for the 
kingdom, something that matters?

         

   On December 12th at the 11:00 a.m. service, 
the Chancel Choir and area orchestral musicians will 
offer the Florida premiere of Taylor Scott Davis’s 
MAGNIFICAT. This 25-minute work is Mary’s words set 
to music. Joy, reflection, humility, and digging deep.  
One extra set of words, in English, is offered to reflect 
on what Mary was saying in more modern language. 
This movement will feature our music intern, Scarlett 
Reece. 

  What if you were brave enough to invite someone 
to church with you that morning? We will be singing 
carols, reading scripture, praying, and hearing a 
reflection on this important moment in Mary’s life. As 
I share life with you, please know that my experience 
is that we as a congregation dig deep. Don’t ever quit 
believing that God can use you to further the kingdom 
on earth.    

My Soul
by Chris Titko, Director of Music

On December 12th at the 11:00 a.m. service, the 
Chancel Choir and area orchestral musicians will 
offer the Florida premiere of Taylor Scott Davis’s 
MAGNIFICAT. 

Hanging of the Greens Service
Sunday, December 5th, at 5 p.m.
by Amy Leach, Programs Assistant

Hanging of the Greens is back in person this year, 
and it’s already right around the corner! If you are 
looking for a music-filled way to kick off your Advent 
season, then make sure to join us for this service. 

This will be a wonderful chance to see our children, youth, 
and adult choirs join together to celebrate the season with 
music, readings, and decorations. Unfortunately, we will 
not be doing our usual potluck dinner following the service 
(here’s hoping for a comeback in 2022).

   This is a great service to share with family, friends, and 
neighbors, so invite someone to join you, and help us kick 
off this Advent season. 
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November 28: First week of Advent

Sunday 11/28  First Sunday of Advent with special music by Heavenly Chimes
Wednesday 12/1 Worship Service at Westminster Oaks, 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday 12/1 Christmas Tree & Wreath Pick-up Day at the gravel parking lot, 5:30 - 8 p.m.
Saturday 12/4 Cookies With Santa on the front steps, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Saturday 12/4 Youth Chili Fundraiser on the front steps, 5 - 8 p.m.

December 5: Second week of Advent

Sunday 12/5 Second Sunday of Advent with communion and special music by Jubilation Bells
Sunday 12/5 Hanging of the Greens Service in the sanctuary, 5 p.m.
Friday, 12/ 10 - 11  Holiday Lock-In for 4th through 8th grade, 7 p.m. - 8 a.m.

December 12: Third week of Advent

Sunday 12/12  The Florida premiere of MAGNIFICAT in the sanctuary at 11 a.m. service 
Wednesday 12/15  NETkids Caroling at Red Hills Village, 4:15 p.m.
Wednesday 12/15 Service of Hope and Remembrance, 6:30 p.m.

December 19: Fourth week of Advent

Sunday 12/19 Fourth Sunday of Advent with special music by Trinity Ringers and Steel Pans
Sunday 12/19 Sunday School PJ Party, 9:45 - 10:15 a.m.
Friday 12/24 Vespers Service in the chapel at 4 p.m.
Friday 12/24 Family Service at 5:30 p.m.
Friday 12/24 Live animals from Redemptive Love farm in the courtyard! 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Friday 12/24 Lessons and Carols at 8 p.m.
Friday 12/24 Candlelight Service at 11 p.m.
Saturday, 12/25 Merry Christmas!
Sunday 12/26 11 a.m. service only

EVENT CALENDAR

We have many special services and events planned for this Christmas season at Trinity! We hope you will join 
us as we prepare our hearts together and celebrate the joy of the season. 



                                 Service

As Christmas 
moves closer, we 
are excited to pro-
vide information 

for our Christmas gift card 
drive. This drive gives us 
an opportunity to show 
God’s love through gifts, 
as a connectional minis-
try. The Christmas season 
is a time that reflects and 
celebrates both gift-giving 
and generosity. We ask 
that you again consider 
purchasing gift cards to 
be distributed across the 
Children’s Home ministry 
to give to the children we 
serve. 
 

   The houseparents and therapists will utilize a portion of the 
gift cards to purchase personalized gifts for our children. The 
gifts will be wrapped and placed under the Christmas tree to 
be opened on Christmas morning. The children will also re-
ceive some gift cards on Christmas morning, which will allow 
the youth to go shopping. Our goal is to be able to give each 
child $150 in gifts and gift cards. If we surpass this goal, any 
additional gift cards will be used after Christmas to purchase 
needed items for the children throughout the year.
 
   It is most helpful for gift cards to be in increments of $10 to 
$100 to major chain stores and restaurants. Especially useful 
and flexible gift cards for our children include Amazon, Visa, 
Kohl’s, Wal-Mart, Epic Theater, and GameStop gift cards.        

   Popular restaurants our staff like to treat the children to 
over Christmas break include Darden Brands, Papa John’s Piz-
za, Applebee’s, and Chili’s restaurants. We also strive to make 
Christmas morning special by giving each child a stocking 
made by friends of the Children’s Home. 
 
   In order to prepare our campus for Christmas, we ask that 
your gift cards arrive before December 3rd. Of course, we are 
happy to receive donations after that date. 

Helpful Hints: 
·        We have included a gift card donation form to be in-
cluded with your gift card donation. The donor information 
is optional, but we do need the different types of cards and 
different denominations specified. This will allow us to pro-
cess the cards correctly when they come in. It is important 
that we receive this form back with your donation. 
·        We also ask that the denomination amount is written 
on the gift card. 
·        Please include a gift card receipt with each gift card, as 
this will help us with processing them. 
·        For those who collect cash donations as part of a group, 
we ask that you consider purchasing gift cards in incre-
ments of $50. 
·        If you receive multiple gift cards from the same donor, 
please list them together on subsequent lines. 
 
  If you have any questions or would like more information, 
please contact our development office at 386.668.5088. Again, 
we thank you for your love and prayers for our children and 
this wonderful ministry. Find the gift card form here: files.
constantcontact.com/9ee4573a001/c9cc4f15-2656-4a1a-a9de-
8a839a65c038.pdf

The Christmas Gift Card Drive Is Here!
Reprinted with permission from The Link, the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home Newsletter

For most of us, the recent change in weather hasn’t been a cause for concern, as we dig out the winter clothes 
from the back of our closet, or go to the store to buy new items. But for many, who may sleep outside or don’t 
have the funds for new clothing, the low temperatures can be a real hardship. 

McKinsey’s Closet at Calvary UMC is in desperate need of winter 
clothing donations. They are specifically looking for:
- Men’s & women’s winter coats, all sizes
- Men’s shoes, especially tennis shoes
- Men’s clothing, especially pants in sizes 32-36
- Men’s & women’s underwear, all sizes
   
   They receive donations on Monday mornings from 8:30 to 11:00 
a.m. and on Wednesdays or other days by appointment, at Calvary 
UMC at 218 Ausley Rd. Tallahassee FL 32304. Call Bob McSmith at 
(850) 576-4066 or Pastor Bill Petersen at (850) 510-7759 to set up 
a time for drop-off.

Warm Clothing Needed at McKinsey’s Closet 
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Worship Services

Early Service: 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
SUN Service (contemporary worship): 9:45 a.m. in Moor Hall

Traditional Service: 11 a.m. in the sanctuary

SUN Service and 11 a.m. Service are live streamed 
Please visit www.tumct.org for viewing links
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Let’s stay in touch!
• Sign up for our News & Notes weekly email newsletter on our website www.tumct.org 
• Like us on Facebook @TrinityUMCTallahassee 
• Follow us on Instagram @umctrinity 
• Listen on Spotify Trinity United Methodist Church Tallahassee
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