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Once upon a time at Trinity, I went to speak with my pastor. My 
spirit was waning, my faith was struggling, and I thought this 
paragon of wisdom would provide the right Bible verse, the right 
parable, the right platitude. Instead, he looked at me and asked, 

“Are you a member of any small groups in the church?
   Immediately, I was dumbstruck. I had come to this man for wisdom, 
and he was trying to recruit me to serve! He must have noticed my shock, 
but he didn’t falter. Instead, he encouraged me to take the wise step of 
getting involved in the ministry of my church. What I didn’t realize was 
that I was about to receive far more than I could ever give.
   Aside from joining a Sunday school class and signing up for a Disciple 
Bible Study course (both smart moves), I took a bold step and became in-
volved in Trinity’s music ministry. I had grown up being part of a big youth 
choir, and I had learned the basics of handbells, but I admit that I was 
intimidated by Trinity’s prestigious music ministry.
   I joined a “beginners” handbell course the church was offering. It 
turns out most of the people in attendance were members of the any-
thing-but-beginners Trinity Ringers. However, a few of them were also in 
that Sunday school class I had started attending. And most were in the 
choir.

While participating in the ministries of the church looks 
like serving, it ends up being this great reciprocal en-
deavor where you come away with far more than you 
ever dreamed possible.
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   Suddenly, as you might guess, I was singing with the 
singers and ringing with the ringers. The intimidation I 
felt from a distance faded away when I became a part 
of a group in ministry together. These people didn’t 
judge me or wonder if I measured up to their level of 
talent. They accepted me. They taught me. They hon-
ored me. They made me laugh. And they loved me. 
   At some point, it became unbearably painful to watch 
from the choir loft as my poor husband tried to control 
four little ones by himself. So I left choir and handbells 
to sit with my family on Sunday mornings. Although 
those roles ended for me, the gifts remained. Through 
Trinity’s music ministry, I gained lifelong friends who 
still accept me and teach me and honor me and make 
me laugh. And yes, they still love me. 
   I need to backtrack and tell you that when I first 
started this whole involvement thing, I was working 
as a kindergarten teacher. That realization prompted 
someone to say, “Hey, you should be a VBS leader!” 
And suddenly, there I was, starting a summer tradition 
that has continued for three decades. (Have you been 
a part of VBS at Trinity? If not, you are missing one of 
the best weeks of the entire year!) 
   I am currently honored to serve as the chair of the 
Staff Parish Relations Committee. It’s certainly not 
my first foray into the ministries of my church, and it 

won’t be my last. Over the years, I have taught chil-
dren’s Sunday school, led adult Bible study and Sun-
day school, acted, sung, played bells, written, spoken, 
served on committees, and of course, maintained a VBS 
presence that I will need to retire from at some point. 
But not yet. 
   Again and again, I have learned that there are count-
less ways to become involved in the ministries of Trinity 
United Methodist Church. We have opportunities for 
gardening, missions, sewing, serving meals, weaving 
mats, knitting hats, exercising, teaching, singing, ring-
ing, working for social justice, creating a more sustain-
able community—I can’t list them all. And if you feel 
intimidated and hesitant, let me assure you of some-
thing. People will accept you, honor you, and teach you 
what you need to know. They will make you laugh, and 
most importantly, they will love you.
   Here’s the big lesson. While participating in the min-
istries of the church looks like serving, it ends up being 
this great reciprocal endeavor where you come away 
with far more than you ever dreamed possible. The 
wise man who encouraged me to get involved so long 
ago was (and still is) Dr. David Hortin. And I was (and 
still am) so grateful that he looked at me and asked, 
“Are you a member of any small groups in the church?”

The following pages contain stories, information, and opportunities to get involved in the many won-
derful ministries at Trinity. Whether you are a new attender or have been a member for many years, 
there are always more ways to get involved or learn more about Trinity’s outreach to the community. 
I hope you find it to be an inspiring and helpful guide to finding your place here. - Gabriela Denton, 
Communications Coordinator

Trinity United Methodist Preschool:  
A Foundation for Spiritual, Social, and 
Educational Success

Deciding which daycare to send your children 
to is a stressful endeavor. As a parent, you 
want the best for your child. It’s a tall order. 
You want a school that they love and want to 

attend. Where the teachers have a passion for teaching 
and undoubtedly love the children. One that provides 
a foundation for your child to learn educational lessons 
while simultaneously teaching our children to be good, 
Christ-like individuals. I can proudly say that I have 
found all those things in Trinity United Methodist Pre-
school. 
   My daughter, Scarlett, graduated from VPK last year 
and now attends Holy Comforter. She is excelling in ac-
ademics. But more than that, she is a loving, kind, and 
caring individual who has a passion for serving others. 
(continued on next page) The Smith Family: Casey, Scarlet, Isaac, and Kelly



             Children & Youth  

—Kelly N. Smith, TUMP Parent

She often remembers lessons of kindness from chapels, in the classroom from teachers, and from other staff at 
TUMP. 
   My son, Isaac, attends TUMP in the PK3 room with Ms. Kurdak. He loves school! It is a joy to know that while 
I am at work, he is having a great day with his teacher, who he loves (and I know equally loves him), and his 
sweet friends. Of course, parent highlights are the Mother’s Day picnic, Donuts with Dads, and the Christmas 
program. Isaac is also becoming a wonderful individual, shaped by the thoughtful staff at TUMP. His highlights are 
the food drive (he still talks about giving), chapels (he loves repeating the fruits of the spirit and the story of the 
lost sheep), and Friday music visits from Safari Man. 
   With staff appreciation week coming up, I want to personally thank all the wonderful staff for being so dedicat-
ed, loving, and passionate about their jobs and all of the children at TUMP. A week is not long enough to celebrate 
you and there are not enough words of gratitude to express our thanks. I am a proud TUMP parent.

When our daughter, Ellie Jane, graduated from Trinity United 
Methodist Preschool (TUMP) five years ago, it was a sad day for 
my wife and me. Our son Nolan had graduated two years before, 
and the preschool years were officially coming to an end. We 

gathered our things and said our goodbyes to all of the teachers and staff 
members, and I was overcome by sadness because I realized in that mo-
ment that the preschool, and the amazing people who loved and took such 
good care of our kids, would no longer be a part of our everyday lives. As I 
walked away, Stacey Duggar called out to me and said, “We’ll see you back 
here in a couple of years with number three,” and I laughed and told her I 
didn’t think that was in the game plan.  
   Stacey was right! We enrolled our third child, Avalee Rose, at TUMP just 
three years later. Ms. Victoria and Ms. Rosa were always like family, and 
Avie felt right at home with them. 
They always greeted her with an ex-
uberant “Hello, my little angel” and a 
big hug. It was like they were recon-
necting with an old friend or loved one 
that they hadn’t seen in years every 
morning. This is the spirit that every-
one at TUMP brings with them to work 
every day. As many times as I have  

                                            walked through the doors and dropped  
                                                     off my kids, I have always been greet-
ed with as many smiles, kind words, and unbridled enthusiasm about the 
day’s upcoming adventures from everyone there. This is what makes TUMP 
such a special place. This infectious attitude rubs off on our children and 
makes them excited about coming to school. 
   Avie will be moving up to VPK next year, and as we approach “another” 
end to the preschool years, I am excited for the adventures she has ahead 
of her. The Thanksgiving Feast, Halloween dress-up, Doughnuts for Dads 
(my personal favorite), rocking out with Safari Man, and getting to take 
Corduroy the bear home, are all TUMP traditions that my older kids still talk 
about and that they will never forget. But the most exciting parts are the 
moments spent with the teachers, assistant teachers, and administrators every day. Without these people, who 
love their jobs and love our kids, TUMP would just be another preschool. Thank you all for going above and be-
yond each and every day. We are so blessed to be a part of Trinity United Methodist Preschool, and we would not 
trade a second of our time there for anything in the world. 
—Nathan E. Roberts, TUMP Parent

Avalee with Ms. Victoria, 2018

The Roberts Family: Nolan, Courtney, Ellie 
Jane, Nathan, and Avalee

For more information about the preschool, please visit https://www.tumct.org/grow/preschool/ or contact Direc-
tor Stacey Duggar at sduggar@tumct.org
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Children‛s Programming 
at Trinity 

NETkids at Trinity is an exci�ng fellowship program 
offered to children in Kindergarten through 5th 
grade. We meet on Wednesday a�ernoons during 
the school year, from 3:30-5:30. During NETkids, 
children build their rela�onship with God and others 
through Bible stories, games, cra�s, music, missions, 
woodworking, and more.   

Trinity offers a full Sunday School program each week to 
children ages 3 through 5th grade.  Our goal is to help 
children grow up to know, love, and serve Jesus all the 
days of their lives. We teach through engaging, hands-on 
ac�vi�es that allow our children to get an up close look 
at who God is and how much He loves them ! Our      

Sunday school classes are led by an amazing team 
of dedicated and loving volunteers. 

Trinity offers a multitude of engaging programs and 
activities for children and families! 

Two-by-Two Prayer Partners is a program at Trinity that includes children grades 3-5 and adults. Each Fall, chil-
dren are invited to become partners in prayer with adults in our congrega�on. Each are asked to pray daily for 
their partner. Adults also are encouraged to remember their partners on birthdays and other special �mes with a 
card or a note from their secret “partner.”  A gathering is held each spring to reveal the partners to each other. 
They will then con�nue as partners for an addi�onal year during which �me we encourage them to develop their 
friendship and care for each other.  

Each summer, Trinity holds one of the best Vaca�on 
Bible Schools in the area! VBS is open to children 
ages 3 through rising 6th grade, and is made possi-
ble thanks to a fantas�c team of adult and youth 
volunteers. At VBS, we host approximately 100 chil-
dren as they rotate through exci�ng, hands-on sta-
�ons that help them discover God’s amazing power 
and love! This year’s VBS theme will be TREASURED, 
where children discover they are priceless to God! It 
will be the week of June 6-10. Spots are s�ll availa-
ble, so visit Trinity’s website and register today! 

Some Special Events Throughout the Year 

•	 Blessing of the Backpacks 

•	 Gingerbread House Compe��on 

•	 Paint & Praise 

•	 Game Night 

•	 Scavenger Hunt 

•	 Christmas Lock-In 

•	 Dance Party 

Trinity Kids

Click here to register!

https://tumct.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/3563
https://tumct.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/3563


When children enter 4th grade, they are eligible 
to begin serving as Acolytes during worship     
services.  As an acolyte, children carry the light of 
God into worship at the beginning of the service 
and carry His light out into the world at the end 
of the service. The pandemic slowed this area of 
ministry, but we are eager to get it up and      
running again in the Fall.  

The Children’s ministry offers Nursery  care for    
infants and toddlers on Sunday mornings, and for 
children of all ages on Wednesday evenings and for 
other special mee�ngs and events. Our Nursery 
staff must have a background screening, and are 
trained to provide a loving and nurturing environ-
ment of care for our smallest members! 

 

 
 

During the 11:00 worship service on Sunday mornings, children age 3 through 2nd grade are invited to 
a�end Children’s Time. At Trinity, we believe it is important for families to worship together. Therefore, 
children are encouraged to a�end worship with their parents for the first half of the service before they are 
dismissed for Children’s Time following the Doxology. During Children’s Time, children are given the          
opportunity to fellowship, sing & dance, eat snack and play games together.  

A Special Word from Ms. Allison 
A�er 6 wonderful years in ministry at Trinity, and a�er much prayer and considera�on, I have made the  
difficult decision to resign from my posi�on as the Director of Children’s Ministries to be more available for 
my family. I have enjoyed every minute of my �me on staff at Trinity and feel so blessed to have had this  
opportunity. The children and families of Trinity will always hold a very special place in my heart. It has been 
a delight watching the children grow physically, emo�onally, and spiritually. I can hardly believe he children 
that were in Kindergarten during my first year are now ge�ng ready to graduate from elementary school. I 
am so grateful for the countless volunteers that have shared their gi�s with the children of Trinity. They 
helped plant seeds of faith in our children with tremendous love and care, and provided me with so much 
support and encouragement along the way. I feel it is important to finish this school year with the children 
and hold one final, epic VBS before my departure, so my last day will be June 10.  Thank you for all the  
amazing memories, Trinity family!  
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Growing Green Kids Through Books

We’ve been focusing on the environment here at Trinity with our One Book, One Church initiative, and 
our kids can take part, too! The church library has an entire section devoted to our children and youth, 
including both non-fiction as well as fiction, including books about our environment and how to be 
good stewards of God’s world. These include

• What a Waste (French)
• The Soda Bottle School (Kutner & Slade)
• Adventures of an Aluminum Can (Inches)
• Adventures of a Plastic Bottle (Inches)
• You Can Change the World (Bell)
• How Green Are You? (Bellamy)
• The Earth Book (Parr)
• What If Everyone Did That? (Javernick)
• Children of the Earth: A Letter From Home (Schimmel)
• We Are Extremely Good Recyclers (Child)
• Our World Our Future (set): Managing the Land (Dalgleish)
                    Protecting Wildlife
                     Protecting Forests
                   Cleaning the Air

These books not only contain tons of information, but list practical ways kids of all ages (including adults) can 
help take care of our beautiful home here on Earth!

by Kathy Drake, Children’s Librarian

Trinity Youth Ministry
by Lisa Prasse, Youth Director

Trinity’s Youth Group is a diverse group of youth 
ranging in age, grades 6-12, who come togeth-
er to learn more about and grow closer to one 
another, their church family, and the Lord. 

We have a few standard gatherings throughout the 
school year. Youth Bible Study meets every Wednesday 
night, and on Sundays we have Sunday School at 
9:45 a.m. and our UMYF (United Methodist Youth 
Fellowship) group meets every Sunday night to share 
dinner, games, and more study in God’s word and how 
it affects our daily lives/how to be better Christians—
you know, Kingdom Work! Other youth offerings include 
Youth Praise Band, Youth Choir and we’ve recently 
added Youth Steel Pan!

   Throughout the school year, we have a wonderful 
balance of study and play in addition to mission work 
and fundraisers to support those mission trips. We 
usually start off the school year with a back-to-school 
pool party, we travel to Rock the Universe in Orlando to 
take in/support lots of Christian music(ians); we work 
hard selling Christmas trees and wreaths, we deliver 
Meals on Wheels on Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday, we 
take youth to Warren Willis for retreats multiple times a 

year, confirmation field trips to different churches. We 
also engage in stand-alone events like Easter-Fest and 
30-Hour Famine (to raise funds for World Vision while 
giving our 

All Dressed Up for Easter



youth a little perspective and global vision). Acolytes, Youth Choir and Youth Praise Band help lead Sunday 
worship. We hold an annual Spaghetti Fundraiser at Springtime Tallahassee and Chili Fundraiser at the annual 
Festival of Lights, plus we participate in Confirmation and Graduation Sundays and more! We pour into the kids 
during High School Late Nights (about once a month) and Mid-High Madness, where these two age groups get to 
do more in-depth studies or events pertaining more directly to their age groups. 

   Come summer time, we have a full schedule that includes a youth praise team in addition to other youth who 
are responsible for leading crews, games, preschool and music during Vacation Bible School. We take upwards of 
50 children and youth to camp for a week at Warren Willis in Fruitland Park. We typically have one to two mission 
trips throughout the summer as well, and finally we share a week of ridiculous Youth events to wrap up the 
summer and usher in our rising 6th graders, called Youth Week which usually ends with our annual beach retreat.

   All the aforementioned items are part of what our program looks like in a non-Covid year. 2020 introduced 
us to lots of online interaction, but we reopened the doors to the Underground (our youth building) in January 
of 2021 and have carefully moved forward. The youth group is constantly growing and changing— all the while 
trying to be the hands and feet of Jesus, helping those in and beyond our community in whatever ways needed.
Contact Youth Director Lisa Prasse at lprasse@tumct.org

             Adult Discipleship

BFO (Becoming Fit Outdoors) 
Walking/Hiking Group contin-
ues weekly spring walks! 

BFO continues to meet weekly at Cascades Park on 
Thursdays at 6:15 pm. Come enjoy springtime in 
Tally and walk one, two or three miles around this 
beautiful downtown park. Find out what the weekly 

nutrition tip is (sometimes you’ll even get to try a special 
snack). Walkers are paired with others of the same pace, 
so no one walks alone. Bring your family, friends and even 
your pets (on a leash). 

BFC (Becoming Fit at Church) Exercise is back 
in-person!
BFC Exercise resumed in-person classes in April! Come 
join us as we play with all the fun exercise equipment 
from our closet! Try a stability pad, big ball, gliding 
disc, weights, a flex strap and more.  Six classes are offered each week in-person and continue via Zoom, for 
beginners to advanced. Email BFCSeries@yahoo.com to register; suggested donation $3 per class. In-Person 
classes are held in Moor Hall or the Parlor. 
• Monday at 11:15 a.m. | Flexibility for a Better You  (Zoom only)
• Tuesday at 9:45 a.m. | Staying Strong
• Tuesday at 11 a.m. | Variety Mix
• Thursday at 11 a.m. | Variety Mix
• Thursday at 12:15 p.m. | Flexibility for a Better You
• Thursday at 1:30 p.m. | Staying Strong
With safety always our first priority, CDC guidance and recommendations from Trinity’s COVID response team will 
be followed. And for those who wish to exercise from home, the Zoom option continues. Join us for Fun, Fellow-
ship, and FITNESS! 

For more information about BFO, BFC, and class schedules, visit the website at https://www.tumct.org/serve/bfc-
becoming-fit-at-church/  For registration forms and Zoom links, please contact BFCSeries@yahoo.com.

Becoming Fit at Church 
by Beth Curry, BFC Instructor
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Lay Academy, Trinity’s adult education program, 
has provided classes on a variety of topics since 
it started in the 1980s under the leadership of Dr. 
Walter Kalaf. Classes are usually held for an hour 

on Wednesday evenings, and since the pandemic some 
are offered online as well as in person. Over the years, 
classes have ranged from fun to serious topics, includ-
ing Bible studies, book discussions, bridge, crafts, gar-
dening, line dancing, salsa, scrapbooking, photography, 
guitar, foreign languages, writing, computer skills, film 

viewings, and speakers on contemporary issues such 
as the environment, immigration, education, and voting 
issues. More recently exercise classes and discussion 
groups like the Parenting Village and the Men’s Group 
have been added to the mix. The planning committee 
welcomes ideas for classes, so if you are interested in 
teaching a class or have a suggestion, please let me 
know. Participating in a Lay Academy class is a great 
way to meet other Trinity members in a small group 
setting as well as to continue learning and growing. 

Lay Academy Offers Opportunities to Learn and Grow
by Gloria Colvin, Chair of Lay Academy Committee

One Book, One Church
by Gloria Colvin, Chair of Lay Academy, and Mary Ann Moore, Creation Care Team Member

Lay Academy and the Creation Care Ministry invite all Trinity members to be part of a One Book, 
One Church reading and discussion program this spring. Rev. Bob Gibbs will lead a discussion of 
several selections from the book Spiritual Ecology: The Cry of the Earth at 6:30 on Wednesday 
evenings beginning April 27 and continuing through May. This anthology of essays on the sacred 

nature of creation and our need to care for the Earth includes wisdom from many backgrounds and faith 
traditions. In addition to the Wednesday night programs, we encourage Sunday school classes, youth 
groups, and other small groups to select writings from this collection to read and discuss. We also hope 
to involve the Green Faith Alliance community in our Zoom meetings and discussions. Register here.

• Session 1 (April 27) – “The Next Transition: The Evolution of Humanity’s Role in the 
Universe,” Mary Evelyn Tucker and Brian Thomas Swimme (Chapter 6) and “Creation as 
the Body of God,” Fr. Richard Rohr (Chapter 20).

• Session 2 (May 4) – “Listening to Natural Law,” Chief Oren Lyons (Chapter 1) and “The World of Won-
der,” Thomas Berry (Chapter 2).

• Session 3 (May 11) – “The Work of Genesis Farm,” Sister Miriam MacGillis (Chapter 7).
• Session 4 (May 18) – “The Koan of the Earth,” Susan Murphy (Chapter 11).
• Session 5 (May 25) – “Contributions,” Wendell Berry (Chapter 8) and “The Call of the Earth,” Llewellyn 

Vaughn-Lee (Chapter 23)  

United Methodist Women is now United Women in Faith with a new logo and new improved pro-
grams. In the past 150 years, the organization has had more than 25 names reflecting varying states 
of the church, society, and women’s lived experiences. Recently after five years of research involving 
surveys, focus groups, and interviews, the changes are designed to address the different needs and life 

stages of women as well as to expand options for membership and engagement. The name change aims to wel-
come current members whose local churches may choose to disaffiliate from The United Methodist Church and 
women of other faith traditions who want to join. The new name indicates a renewed commitment to inclusive-
ness, action, and impact as united in God’s love, we continue the mission of putting faith into action supporting 
women, children, and youth locally and globally.
     The May luncheon meeting will be held in Moor Hall at 11:30 on Tuesday, May 10th.  Reservations are re-
quired for lunch. Contact Nancy Kerce at 877-6546 no later than May 8th to reserve lunch. 
     *The Executive Board will meet in the library at 10:30 preceding the luncheon and welcomes circle leaders 
and members. 

United Women in Faith
by Nancy Bedford, UWF Communications Officer

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0e45a4af2da0fe3-layacademy3
https://www.tumct.org/one-book-one-church/


             Music Ministry

Trinity’s Music Ministry
Do you like to sing? Play an instrument? Have a heart to serve God with your gifts? Know someone who 

does? There is a place for you at Trinity in one of our eleven musical ensembles. 

Children – There are three choirs for children. Our Cherub Choir of pre-K children rehearses on Sunday 
mornings, September – May. Then, as a part of our Wednesday NETKids program, our Alpha and Omega choirs 
prepare music for worship, convalescent homes, and musicals. Our older choirs also get experience with Orff 
instruments from a certified specialist.
Youth – Our youth have opportunities with a new pan ensemble that meets before our regular youth choir on 
Sundays starting at 5 p.m. We also have a yearly trip as a part of recognition, and we hope to have a tour next 
year. Youth instrumentalists occasionally participate in worship.
Adults – Our Chancel Choir, which includes college students through seniors, is our primary adult vocal group. 
This ensemble sings regularly at the 11 a.m. service, mid-August – June. They rehearse on Wednesday nights 
from 7:30 to 8:45. We also have a smaller chamber group that sings for special services. Adult soloists sing as 
a part of 8:30 and 11 a.m. services. Adults also have the opportunity to participate in one of our three handbell/
handchime groups. These groups meet on Sunday nights, Wednesday nights, and Thursday afternoons Septem-
ber – May. 
   Unique to Trinity is our adult steel pan ministry. They play in worship, at community events, and go to other 
churches to minister. This group rehearses at 6 on Sunday nights.
   Lastly, adult instrumentalists can participate by playing alone in worship or as a part of an ensemble.
 
If you would like to get involved, feel free to contact Chris Titko, director of music, at ctitko@tumct.org.

by Chris Titko, Director of Music

Mr. Mark’s Opus
by Warren May, Chair of Music Committee

As we begin to redefine what “normal” may be in 
the age of Covid, the outbreak of this pandem-
ic has had a measurable effect on our church, 
especially the music program. In the spring 

of 2020, Mark Repasky had rehearsed all the music 
groups in the church in preparation for Palm Sunday, 
Holy Week, and Easter Sunday. The children were ready 
to carry palm fronds into the church and sing loud Ho-
sannas, the brass ensemble and the Chancel Choir were 
prepared for special Easter music written by Mark, and 
Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” would triumphantly top it 
all off. 
   Furthermore, Mark and his wife Cindy, after 25 years 
of dedicated service to Trinity, were looking forward to 
retirement. Mark had composed a special anthem for 
the Chancel Choir that would be performed prior to his 
official retirement, capping off a spectacular career of 
service and love. And then Covid stopped everything. 
The choir went silent, there were no loud Hosannas, 
and Easter music was a fond memory. And that special 
anthem—Mr. Mark’s Opus—would have to wait. 
   With the arrival of Chris Titko to take up the mantle 
of musical excellence at Trinity, we all agreed that 
we were going to get Mark and Cindy back when the 
time was right and sing that special anthem with Mark 
conducting. Well, that time is now! (Actually, it’s May 
15, 2022.)  

   Mark has composed a new piece for the Chancel 
Choir, taking the text from Revelations 21: 3-4, and 
he and Cindy will be back to lead the Chancel Choir in 
singing “The Dwelling Place.” We will have a reception 
in Moor Hall following the 11:00 service on May 15 to 
properly honor them and their incredible service to 
Trinity United Methodist Church. You won’t want to miss 
it!

Former Music Director Mark Repasky (back) with the Heavenly 
Chimes Handbell Ensemble
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   Church History

Why does history matter?  
“The answer is that His-
tory is inescapable. It 
studies the past and the 

legacies of the past in the pres-
ent. Far from being a ”dead” sub-
ject, it connects things through 
time…. So understanding the 
linkages between past and pres-
ent is absolutely basic for a good 
understanding of the condition of 
being human. That, in a nutshell, 
is why History matters. It is not 
just ‘useful,’ it is essential.” 
Penelope J. Corfield, Profes-
sor Emeritus, University of 
London.

   Yes, we have learned here at 
Trinity that history matters and that 
it is exciting.  And how have we 
made these discoveries? Through the 
efforts of two very special groups:  
The Committee on the Preservation 
of Church History (CPCH) and the 
Trinity Historical Society.  The CPCH 
is a ministry of the Church Council 
with members appointed by the 
Council and with other individuals 
who serve as associate members. 
The Historical Society is open to 
anyone who is interested in or 
wishes to be involved with church 
history.

   The CPCH and the Historical 
Society have specific responsibilities, 
but work cooperatively on many 
projects. The CPCH is responsible for 
researching and preserving the 
many documents, journals, reports, 
photographs, recordings, and other 
material relevant to our church 
history. The Historical Society is 
responsible for showing and telling 
the history of Trinity through the 
publication of its quarterly newsletter 
Crossroads, displays of documents 
and artifacts, and sponsorship of 
meetings.

Your historians have been very 
busy with many activities. Original 
membership records are being 
computerized, Quarterly Conference 
Minutes have been scanned into 
spiral-bound books, posters showing 
an aspect of our history are being 
displayed, and the Sunday Bulletin, 
Tidings, and Crossroads are being 
catalogued. The Timeline of our 
church’s history since 1824 on 
display in the Yates Heritage Center 
is being updated. We recently were 
invited to participate in the inaugural 
History Festival & Expo at Kleman 
Plaza, sponsored by TCC and other 
organizations. Our table was ladened 
with information, and we had three 
easels displaying Trinity posters 
and a banner.  (See accompanying 
photo of Lynn McLarty and Rhonda 
Work manning the table). It was a 
most successful day until the wind 
whipped up, knocking down our 
easels and sending papers flying! 
 
   Perhaps one way to highlight the 
path to involvement in church history 
is to let Dot Binger share her story. 

“When I entered Florida 

State College for Women in 1942, 
I immediately became involved 
with the Wesley Foundation and 
Trinity. Dr. Jack Anderson was 
the minister at Trinity, and one 
Sunday preached a sermon which 
I’ve never forgotten and from 
which I have quoted in all the 
years since. I wanted to research 
and write an article about him. 
Being in the Historical Society 
and on the CPCH with access to 
the Yates Heritage Center mate-
rial and to Crossroads gave me 
that opportunity.”

  Would you like to be involved with 
church history? There is still much 
to be done, and, after all, every day 
adds to our history. As Stephen Fry 
stated in his book, Making History, 
“We know that history matters. We 
know that it is thrilling, absorbing, 
fascinating, delightful, and 
infuriating. It is life.”

   Come join us. You might be 
surprised at what you discover.  

For information or to 
volunteer, contact Rhonda 
Work at rhondawork@
comcast.net or 850-443-1476.

Church History: Why It Matters 
by Rhonda Work, Chair of Church History Committee

Lynn McLarty and Rhonda Work at the Tallahassee History Festival, March 
2022

https://archives.history.ac.uk/makinghistory/resources/articles/why_history_matters.html
mailto:rhondawork@comcast.net
mailto:rhondawork@comcast.net


A First at Trinity

Finding meaning in serving the common good is a reason many of us volunteer. I especially find meaning in 
organizing a brand-new group, cause, or ministry. Editing and writing articles for the Crossroads historical 
journal is a way to combine my experience and interest in publications and historical research to serve Trini-
ty. Crossroads, founded in 2017, is the only historical periodical ever published by our church.

A Guiding Framework
   Preserving and sharing history depends upon a framework that guides and helps us to analyze what we learn,   
involving the intersection of dialogue, critical problem-solving, and investigative work. That is the fun part. The 
not-so-fun work is documenting what we know and confirming and continually testing what we have discovered 
for accuracy. It is crucial that we provide our congregation with story-telling that is as accurate as possible. One 
person just cannot do it alone.
Historical Detectives
   I am fortunate that my colleagues in the Historical Society have helped me in the past to check my sources and 
offer feedback on the articles I write and/or edit. I am also grateful for Lynn McLarty, a fellow researcher, who 
is an astute, on-the-ground, historical detective. I am always looking for volunteers to become fellow historical 
detectives: to write articles, assist in editing, do research, and send photos—all the multiple ways that converge 
in order to craft something never before created, that is, the published product of a unique ministry that is 
birthed four times a year.
Making the Connections
   Why are historical research and publications important in a church? Learning about the history of a church 
helps persons to see the layer upon layer of connections that help to shape a church body as a distinctive 
congregation—history is what has made us who we are and provides insight into how we can be better. Historical 
research is an ever-advancing spiral of incorporating the old with the new. 
Constructing the Broader Picture 
   We witness the triumphs and defeats—the accomplishments and the mistakes those persons of the past have 
confronted—many being similar to those we experience today. It is my goal to share their stories to readers so 
that we can all construct a broader picture of what our church has meant to the city and community it has helped 
to foster in its almost 200 years. I am grateful to the leadership of our church and my fellow historians who have 
helped to make this ministry possible.  

If you’d like to get involved in this ministry, please email Pam Crosby at crosbypamelacastellaw@gmail.com
Read the current issue and browse other issues from our online archives.

Discovering Who We Are: 
Editing Crossroads, Trinity’s Historical Publication 
by Pam Crosby, Editor of Crossroads

Published April 16, 1928, in 
the Tallahassee Daily Democrat 
(p. 6), was this photograph of 
the living charter members of 
the Trinity M.E. Foreign Mis-
sionary Society. 

(Left to right) “Miss Jessie 
Blake, Mrs. A.L. Woodward, 
Mrs. O. C. Van Brunt, Mrs. G. 
W. Saxon, Mrs. T. B. Byrd, and 
(center) Mrs. F. C. Gilmore. 
Photo also published in Cross-
roads, April 2018, p. 7. 
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  Outreach & Service

Creation Care Ministry

As Trinity’s Creation Care ministry approaches 
the third year of operation, we applaud the 
work and attention that have been given to 
live in a more sustainable environment. Trinity 

collaborated with the United Methodist Creation Care 
program and adapted specific programs to meet local 
needs. Trinity also joined ranks with the Green Faith 
Alliance in Tallahassee, a multi-faith organization that 
shares ideas with each other on sustainability, garden-
ing, solar and wind power, recycling, etc.    

   Brett Ingram, Trinity’s facility director, has been 
leading the way to implement sustainable practices at 
Trinity. As a result, Trinity recently received a Silver 
level certificate by Leon County’s Sustainable Business 
Recognition Program (SustainaBiz) for our efforts in 
“going green.” Trinity is the first church in Leon Coun-
ty to receive this recognition. Not one to rest on his 
laurels, Brett is now working to implement a few more 
items on the SustainaBiz criteria list in order for Trinity 
to achieve a Gold level certificate. For more informa-
tion regarding the SustainaBiz criteria, and to get some 
ideas on how to make your own home more sustain-
able, please see the Criteria Score Sheets and Re-
sources at https://cms.leoncountyfl.gov/growinggreen/
Green-Topics/Sustainabiz.

   The awareness of our specifically beautiful surround-

ings in Tallahassee is highlighted by our Recreation 
Team of Creation Care. Groups have kayaked the lakes, 
hiked the forests with arborists, and heard the hoot of 
owls with the St. Francis Wildlife Association. We have 
shared camaraderie, picnicked together, and enjoyed 
fellowship. All participants have been made aware of 
the necessity to practice more responsible stewardship 
and to be sensitive to the whole of God’s creation.  

    Divine Dirt, I-Grow garden on Dent Street in Tal-
lahassee, grows a bountiful array of greens and veg-
etables that supply the Frenchtown area. Five to six 
volunteers from Trinity weekly work the gardens, 
planting, digging, weeding, and harvesting the collards, 
turnips, broccoli, kale, radishes, etc. Large amounts of 
the vegetables are distributed to various extended care 
facilities in the area and to hungry families. All partici-
pants work with other volunteers from the Green Faith 
Alliance and neighbors in the Frenchtown area. This 
ministry is proving to be a bridge-building experience 
for all concerned.  

   Beginning April 27th, Rev. Bob Gibbs will offer the 
entire congregation and others to embark on a new 
reading adventure. The program, “One Book, One 
Church,” is based in part on the PBS Newshour and the 
New York Times model, “Now Read This,” a national 
book club. Readings 
are selected from 
the book Spiritual 
Ecology, the Cry of 
the Earth, edited by 
Llewellyn Vaughan-
Lee. All members of 
Trinity are encour-
aged to participate, 
either by Zoom, 
in-house at Trinity, 
or in Sunday school 
classes. Experiencing 
these challenging 
writings together will 
increase our aware-
ness of critical issues 
of climate change, 
global warming, and 
the need to protect 

by Mary Ann Moore and Cindy Donelan, Creation Care Team Members

“...God is in all things, and that we are to see the Creator in the glass of every crea-
ture that we should use and look upon nothing as separate from God. . .  who per-
vades and actuates the whole created frame, and is, in a true sense, the soul of the 
universe.”  John Wesley from Discourse the Third, Upon Our Lord’s Sermon on the 
Mount

Earth Day Hike, April 2022

Studying the map at Phipps Park 
during Earth Day Hike



Capital Area Justice Ministry Update: 
The Nehemiah Action
by Kathy Drake, Gun Violence Research Team Member 

It was a dark and stormy night when a crowd 
of Trinity members joined about 900 other 
Capital Area Justice Ministry (CAJM) mem-
bers from 28 separate congregations at the 

Nehemiah Action on April 5, 2022. Also in at-
tendance were the five city commissioners, one 
county commissioner, Sheriff McNeill, a repre-
sentative from Tallahassee Police Department, 
and State Attorney Jack Campbell. After months 
of research and interviews with key leaders and 
heads of various programs in Tallahassee and 
other U.S. cities, the  CAJM leaders had the fol-
lowing requests or “asks”:  
1.	Support the creation of a trust fund that 

targets the production of rental units for 
very low and extremely low-income families 
and to establish a mediation system for 
evictions.   

2.	Support the allocation of $12 million from the 
forthcoming 2022 local American Rescue 
Plan (ARP)  funds this year to the very low-
income rental housing trust fund.

3.	Support one or more dedicated revenue 
streams that will generate at least $5 million 
each year to the very low-income rental 
housing trust fund.

4.	Support that the city commission put a proposed $1 million/year (over five years) to evidence-based gun 
violence reduction programs that have a track record of directly intervening with shooters and victims, 
and an office to coordinate the programs.

5.	Work with CAJM to develop this plan.
6.	Support an increase in the issuance of civil citations to 80% for juveniles.

   Each commissioner was brought to the podium and asked to give a Yes or No answer to each of these 
“asks.” The request for funds toward an evidence-based gun violence reduction program and CAJM’s 
involvement in the decision within 90 days was met with approval from all five commissioners. As for the 
funds from the ARP and a dedicated revenue stream for VERY low-income RENTAL housing, only Jack Porter 
and Jeremy Matlow replied with a “Yes.” The remaining commissioners were given 30 seconds after CAJM first 
insisted on a Yes or No answer before allowing them a brief comment about their response. Jack Campbell 
was asked to give a Yes or No answer regarding civil citations to which he replied, “No.”

   Although CAJM didn’t receive everything requested, it did help highlight these two broad issues in Leon 
County and let our local government leaders know the church community is strongly united in addressing 
the increasing gun violence in this area as well as the lack of rental housing for very low-income families. 
For those of us who attended many of the meetings and interviews, the information received was quite eye-
opening and sometimes, overwhelming.  

   CAJM will continue to work toward a more just society for Leon County, and we invite all our Trinity 
members to join us as we learn more about these and other issues.

You’re welcome to attend the CAJM celebration of the Nehemiah Action results. It will be held 
here at Trinity at 6 p.m. on May 15. If you’d like to get involved in next year’s justice work, CAJM’s 
house meetings will resume in the fall-- more information to follow this summer. 

The Nehemiah Action, April 5, 2022

Tidings 13



14 Tidings

Florida United Methodist 
Children’s Home
by Dan Drake, Trinity’s Representative to the FUMCH

When I took up the role of local church representative to the Florida 
United Methodist Children’s Home, one of my first comments to 
Gloria Colvin, my wonderful predecessor, was that I have a special 
place in my heart for orphans. She quickly, but gently, corrected 

me to say that in most cases today, the children in our care are more likely to 
be in some type of foster care rather than being true orphans. That said, in 
1908 there was no foster care system and so began the history of the Florida 
Methodist Orphanage (FMO), located on 40 acres near Enterprise, Florida. 
   Life in the early 1900s was hard for most, even more so for children without 
any type of support system. For children in these circumstances, a communal 
life with three meals a day offered a safe space where they could feel security 
and love. There were both challenges and notable events in the early days; 
no deaths were reported in FMO during the flu pandemic of 1918. During the 
Great Depression of the 1930s, the home helped support itself by raising and 
selling crops, animals, and other products they could produce. As many as 

100 former residents served 
in uniform during WWII. In 
1939 an increasing number 
of children coming into care 
were not simply orphans, but 
victims of abuse, abandon-
ment, and family breakdown so the name was changed to the 
Florida Methodist Children’s Home. 
    As time and understanding of the philosophy of childcare 
changed, our Children’s Home evolved as well. Improvements 
included individual homes or cottages to provide a more 
family style of living, a trained therapist to assist in dealing 
with mental health, and dedicated house-parents to guide 
and work more closely with the children. Today, the Florida 
United Methodist Children’s Home is a diverse ministry that 
includes residential care, therapeutic group care, foster care, 

emergency shelter care, independent living assistance, and a community childcare center.
    Our support of the Florida United Methodist Children’s Home is truly a good and worthy mission and, when I 
consider how best to spend my “time and talents,” I recall the lesson from Matthew, 25:40, “The King will reply, 
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”

Children in the early days of Florida 
Methodist Orphanage, as it was known 

Alumni of FUMCH

Since last May, a few of us have been handing out snack packs once a week to our homeless friends down-
town. We have also been able to hand out hygiene bags. With some help from Becoming Fit at Church, 
we also handed out sweatshirts during the cold months. This summer we hope to be able to collect and 
pass out clean t-shirts and socks. As people return to the pre-Covid lifestyles, I anticipate the need for our 
snack pack ministry to continue and be a part of helping our neighbors in need. Thanks to the NETkids who 
are always willing to make snack packs available. If this ministry interests you, please contact Ruth Ann 
High at rahigh@comcast.net or call the church office and leave a message.

Snack Pack Ministry
by Ruth Ann High, Snack Pack Team Leader

mailto:rahigh%40comcast.net?subject=


Memorial Gifts 
Trinity received the following gifts from March 11–April 10:

• In memory of Angela Turner from Julian Verneen Smith.
• In memory of Richard McLellan from Jimmy and Sonia Hall; Charles and Sylvia Hurley; Vincent Asta; 

Dwight Guy; and Penny Merriman.
• In memory of Susan Garnett from Julian Verneen Smith; Richard and Denise Cannon; Dewitt and 

Neddy Sumners; Diane Chapman; William Smith, Jr.; Mary Jo Roberts; John and Susan Thomas; Daryl 
MacLennan; and Dalton Allen.

• In memory of Christopher Kraft Jr. from Cynthia Figueroa.
• In memory of Louise McMullian from Nancy Kerce.
• In memory of Christine Moody-Mills from Nancy Kerce and from Martin Munsey.
• In memory of Hazel Griner from Kathleen and Thomas Guilday.
• In memory of Ron Baker from Kathleen and Thomas Guilday.
• In memory of Miriam Rogers from Jeffrey and Valorie Grady; Mr. and Mrs. James Smith; Vicki Buckley; 

Shirley Morrison; and John English, Jr.
• In memory of Mike Teal from the Pettit Family and from Mart Hill.

Which images inspire you to leave your daily routines in Tallahassee and venture to a wonderful spir-
itual retreat in the beautiful mountains of Western North Carolina? All of the above are possible! 
Outstanding speakers and worship leaders, informative workshops, lakeside lodging, afternoon tea 
at an historic inn, meandering on the Rose Walk, a lake cruise, swans gliding and sunlight sparkling 

on the water are just a sampling of the many opportunities that await you on this annual Trinity Trek. If you’re 
dreaming of any or all of these experiences, you will find them on this six-day trip! Whether you choose to trav-
el alone, with a friend, relative, or spouse, you will be welcomed. You’ll join hundreds of fellow Christians from 
around the Southeast United States making new friends or renewing past friendships. Trinity Treks enhances 
the conference retreat both before and after with sightseeing, shopping, local dining, and an additional special 
event. All transportation, lodging, and most of the food are included in the price. Look for additional information 
in the Welcome Center and Trinity announcements. 

Contact Nick Quinton at nickquinton@tumct.org for more details.

• Renewal 
• Worship 
• Meditation 

• Learning 
• Workshops 
• Recreation 

• Entertainment 
• Fellowship 
• Inspiration 

• Rejuvenation 
• Nature’s Beauty

Trinity Treks: Festival of Wisdom and Grace
  Sunday, July 31-Friday, August 5, 2022 | Lake Junaluska, North Carolina

by Nancy Bedford, Trinity Church Member

You’re invited! Sunday, May 22, is your chance to Find Your Place 
at Trinity’s ministry fair.  If you love what you see in this issue of 
the Tidings, then our ministry fair is for you. This is your chance 
to see what Trinity is involved in, meet key ministry leaders, and 

connect to the work of our church–all in-person. We’ll have displays and 
ways to join in ministry from 9:30 a.m.–1 p.m. in Moor Hall. Food trucks 
will be on property with options for lunch. So, mark your calendars, come 
out, and Find your Place at Trinity’s ministry fair.   

             Events & News

Ministry Fair

Sunday, May 22
9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. | Moor Hall
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Trinity United Methodist Church 
P.O. Box 1086
Tallahassee, FL 32302
(850) 222-1120 www.tumct.org

Worship Services

Early Service: 8:30 a.m. in the sanctuary
SUN Service (contemporary worship): 9:45 a.m. in Moor Hall

Traditional Service: 11 a.m. in the sanctuary

SUN Service and 11 a.m. Service are live streamed 
Please visit www.tumct.org for viewing links

Pastoral Staff

Rev. Dr. Wayne D. Wiatt, Lead Pastor
Rev. Neal Avirett, Associate Pastor
Dr. Nick Quinton, Director of Discipleship and Adult Ministries
Rev. Wayne Curry, Minister of Pastoral Care

Ministry Staff

Dawn Adams, Congregational Administrator
Laurie Atteberry, Business Administrator
Ben Armstead, Sexton
Viktor Billa, Organist
Lisa Boyd, Programs Assistant
Allison Corrigan, Director of Children’s Ministries
Gabriela Denton, Communications Coordinator
Stacey Duggar, Preschool Director
Melanie Gonzalez, Office Administrator

Brett Ingram, Facility Director
Mike Kasper, Live Stream Coordinator
Patti Groh, Sexton
Amy Leach, Programs Assistant
Charlotte Mathews, Sexton
Hannah Prasse, Contemporary Worship Leader
Lisa Prasse, Youth Director
Chris Titko, Director of Music

Let’s stay in touch!
• Sign up for our News & Notes weekly email newsletter on our website www.tumct.org 
• Like us on Facebook @TrinityUMCTallahassee 
• Follow us on Instagram @umctrinity 
• Listen on Spotify Trinity United Methodist Church Tallahassee

Tidings Team

Gabriela Denton, Editor Pamela C. Crosby, Technical Editor

http://www.tumct.org
http://www.tumct.org
https://www.tumct.org
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityUMCTallahassee/
https://www.instagram.com/umctrinity/
https://open.spotify.com/show/45TsNONwOQuLmJdFlbiVqZ

